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Celebrating 
King’s legacy
By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove city officials, the 
local community and faith lead-
ers from across the North 
Shore gathered on Monday to 
celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
Day, as they have 
done for the past 
39 years.

B e g i n n i n g 
with a symbolic 
march from First 
Baptist Church 
of  Glen Cove to 
Finley Middle 
School, the event 
s e r ve d  a s  a n 
opportunity for 
the community 
to reflect on the 
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
racial equality 
and nonviolent 
social  chang e 
spearheaded by 
King. Glen Cove 
is one of  two 
l o c a l i t i e s  o n 
Long Island that 
offer consecutive and annual 
community programs in honor 
of  King. 

King is remembered for his 
tireless civil rights work, which 
included leading marches  
throughout the segregated 
South in the 1950s and 1960s. He 
worked to end racial segrega-
tion on public transportation 
and in public schools and work-

places, and called for racial 
equality on the national level. 
He became the most influential 
leader of  the civil rights move-
ment, giving passionate speech-
es, risking arrest, and ultimate-
ly giving his life for a cause 

that continues to 
this day. 

T h i s  y e a r 
marks the city’s 
first in-person 
gathering for the 
e v e n t  s i n c e 
March 2020.  

Once every-
one arrived at 
Finley’s Wunsch 
Auditorium on 
Monday, the com-
memorative pro-
g r a m  b e g a n . 
A f t e r  s eve r a l 
calls of  “Haram-
be!” — Swahili 
f o r  “ a l l  p u l l 
together” — led 
by M.C. Sheryl 
G o o d i n e ,  t h e 
a u d i e n c e  w a s 
reenergized for 
t h e  o c c a s i o n 

after their march to the school. 
“This is the first program 

when I can proudly introduce 
my friend, who I consider to be 
like a second son, as the princi-
pal of  Glen Cove High School,” 
Goodine said, before introduc-
ing Allen Hudson and inviting 
him to the stage. Goodine, 
whose father marched with 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Laura Lane/Herald

CARLOS VAZQUEZ WAS overwhelmed by the support he received from the Glen Cove Hospital staff 
when he was released on Tuesday. He was hit by a car on Oct. 6 while attending to his duties as a 
crossing guard for the Glen Cove City School District. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

G.C. school crossing guard, a   
‘man of steel,’ leaves hospital
By LAURA LANE
llane@liherald.com

Carlos “Charlie” Vazquez wiped away tears 
of  gratitude on Tuesday when he saw the 
crowd of  people waving colorful pompoms and 
heard clapping and cheering in the lobby of  
Glen Cove Hospital. He was leaving at last, 
after being hospitalized for over 100 days. 

The accident he survived, in which he was 
hurled 20 feet in the air before landing on a 
cement sidewalk, might have claimed the life 
of  someone else, but not her “man of  steel,” 

his wife, Elizabeth Martino, said. She and 
their daughter Bryana Vazquez, 27, never 
doubted he would recover, although it was 
touch and go for a good while. 

Vazquez, 56, who lives in Glen Cove, is 
employed by the hospital in its environmental 
services department and is also a crossing 
guard at the Glen Cove City School District. 

Vazquez had just crossed a group of  chil-
dren on Dosoris Lane outside Deasy Elementa-
ry School on the morning of  Oct. 6 when he 
was struck from behind by an SUV driven by 

E ven if it’s a 
smile, even if 

you don’t have a 
lot of money, your 
time can make a 
difference. Even if 
you don’t know what 
else to do, listening 
to someone can 
make a difference.

BRENDA LOPEZ
Glen Cove



By MICHAEL MALASZCZYK 
mmalaszczyk@liherald.com

George Santos has faced stiff  opposition from his col-
leagues since arriving at Capitol Hill last week. It looks 
like he won’t be having an easy time at home, either.

Republican leaders from across the county gathered 
at GOP headquarters in Westbury Thursday and called 
on Rep. George Santos to resign after his trail of  fabrica-
tions. The news conference was led by Nassau GOP 
chairman Joseph Cairo, Jr.

“He’s disgraced the House of  Representatives, and we 
do not consider him one of  our congresspeople,” Cairo 
said. “Today on behalf  of  the Nassau County Republican 
Committee. I’m calling for his immediate resignation.”

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman stated all 
constituents who have Santos as a representative should 
refer to newly minted U.S. Rep. Anthony D’Esposito’s 
office for assistance with their issues. Those that can’t go 
to D’Esposito will be redirected to the offices of  U.S. Sen-
ators Chuck Schumer or Kirsten Gillibrand — both Dem-
ocrats.

“I am joined here with my colleagues in calling on 
George Santos’s resignation, because he cannot serve 
anymore,” Blakeman said. “My office will have no inter-
action with George Santos or his staff  until he resigns. “

Blakeman also called Santos a “pathological liar.” 
D’Esposito is still in Washington but joined the news 
conference through videoconference.

“I think that what’s most important as a public ser-
vant is treating the public with respect and gaining 
authority — something that all of  you behind that podi-
um have done,” D’Esposito said, referring to his fellow 
Republicans. “George Santos does not have the ability to 
serve here in the House of  Representatives and should 
resign.”

All three of  Nassau County’s town supervisors attend-
ed and delivered remarks as well.

“I join with my colleagues, the town board, the elected 
officials in our community and all of  us in Nassau Coun-
ty Republican team, when we ask Mr. Santos to resign 
immediately,” said Joseph Saladino, supervisor for the 
Town of  Oyster Bay, before looking directly at the camer-
as. “George, I’m speaking to you. It’s time to step down.”

“The lies George Santos told are too numerous to 
count,” Jennifer DeSena, Town of  North Hempstead 
supervisor, said. “And while I’m offended and disgusted 
at his deceit, my true concern is for the residents of  the 

third congressional district. The longer he remains in 
office, the longer the residents of  the third congressional 
district will suffer. Mr. Santos, haven’t you done enough 
harm? I call on Mr. Santos to immediately resign.”

Glen Cove Mayor Pam Panzenbeck also said Santos 
should step down. “We need representation that we can 
count on,” she said. “He’s told so many lies he doesn’t 
know what the truth is and he’s making a mockery out 
of  the entire congressional system.” 

Also attending were Senators Patricia Canzoneri-Fitz-
patrick and Jack Martins, as well as Assemblyman Jake 
Blumencranz. 

“It is a great stain on the Republican Party of  Nassau 
County that he worked with us,” Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick 
said. “I am particularly offended also, as a representative 
of  the Five Towns and the Orthodox community. What he 
did regarding his religious status was exceptionally 
offensive. And for them, I stand here and ask that he step 
down.”

Santos has been under fire since a New York 
Times report that challenged pretty much all the claims 
he has made about himself  throughout this recent cam-
paign, and his 2020 unsuccessful run against Tom Suozzi. 
Everything from education, employment, philanthropic 
activity, and salaries don’t check out.

George Santos himself, as reported by CNN, is ignor-
ing this call to resign. Asked by reporters mere moments 
after this news conference if  he would, Santos made it 
clear. “I will not,” he said, before declining to answer 
additional questions. But he did comment on Twitter.

“I was elected to serve the people of  NY-03 not the 
party & politicians,” Santos tweeted. “I remain commit-
ted to doing that and regret to hear that local officials 
refuse to work with my office to deliver results to keep 
our community safe and lower the cost of  living. I will 
NOT resign!”

Nassau County Republicans call on Santos to resign

Michale Malaszczyk/Herald

GLEN COVE MAYOR was among the Republicans who 
spoke demanding that George Santos resign. 
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Money doesn’t grow on trees.
So claim your ERTC—up to $26,000 per employee—
while your business still can.

The Employee Retention Tax Credit (ERTC) is one of the best 
kept secrets around and was recently expanded to benefi t more 
businesses. Even if you received a PPP loan, you can still qualify 
for this federal Covid-19 benefi t.

Book a free, no obligation 
phone call with the expert 
lawyers and accountants 
at Easy Tax Credits today!

Promotional offer: some restrictions apply. To qualify for promotional offer, business must enter into an agreement with Easy Tax Credits, LLC, and be eligible to receive ERTC funding. 
*Promotional offer furnished by Herald Community Media; Easy Tax Credits, LLC, not responsible for fulfi llment of promotional offer.

EasyTaxCredits.com 
Phone: 1-234-CREDITS
                     (273-3487)

$1,000 BONUS!
Free advertising offer with
Herald Community Media*

Use reference code
LIHERALD-2023

1201610
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City reflects on King’s message of equal rights
King, is a former assistant principal 
of  the high school. 

In an interview with the Herald 
before the event, Hudson said the holi-
day is a day to reflect upon a man who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice. 

“As an African American male, I 
believe it’s my duty to make sure I’m 
involved in the event and pay homage 
to a man who gave his all,” Hudson 
said. 

The ceremony featured perfor-
mances by Glen Cove High School’s 
select chorale and drumline, young 
dancers from the Edge School of  the 
Arts dance company and the First 
Baptist Church Adult Choir. The 
themes tying all performances togeth-
er were the importance of  speaking 
out about equality for all, and King’s 
enduring legacy of  community ser-
vice. 

“Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a 
man of  deep faith, compassion and 
dedication,” Glen Cove Mayor Pamela 
Panzenbeck said. “He reminded us all 
that the time is always right to do 
right. He challenged us all to live up to 
the fact that we are all created equal 
and that we have the right to life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of  happiness.” 

The message King gave so many 
years ago remains relevant today, Pan-
zenbeck added — and although it’s 
heard by many, it’s not embraced by 
all. “We must all strive to do some-
thing good every day, to treat one 
another with dignity and respect and 
to help one another when we can,” she 
said.  

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is the 
only federal holiday designated as a 
National Day of  Service to encourage 
all Americans to volunteer to improve 
their communities. For Glen Cove, the 
program recognized the efforts of  the 
North Shore Soup Kitchen and NOSH, 
an extension of  the soup kitchen. 
Both programs provide weekly hot 
and nutritious meals for community 
members in need. 

One of  the morning’s speakers, 
Brenda Lopez, spoke of  her experi-

ence as a single mother when she first 
moved to the city years ago during 
Thanksgiving. 

“I was in a very difficult situation,” 
Lopez said. “I was too proud to ask my 
family for food, for help or for any-
thing.” 

Lopez said a good friend placed her 
on a list to receive food donations for 
the holiday. She was touched by the 
gesture and realized that Glen Cove 
was a community in which people 
care for one another. 

“It was something that has stuck 
with me, it is something that I will 
never forget,” Lopez said.  “I am so 
thankful for people who decide to 
serve others because at one point it 
was me.”

Lopez said she wants to encourage 
people in the community to make a 
difference. “Even if  it’s a smile, even 
if  you don’t have a lot of  money, your 
time can make a difference,” she said. 
“Even if  you don’t know what else to 
do, listening to someone can make a 
difference.”

Tab Hauser/Herald photos 

MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr. day began with a march from First Baptist Church of Glen Cove to Finley Middle School, which served as an opportunity for community members to reflect 
on the principles of racial equality and nonviolent social change that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made his life’s work.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

The Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

 ■ Born: Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta

 ■ Graduated Morehouse College, 1948

 ■ Received a bachelor’s degree in divinity 
from Crozier Theological Seminary, 1951

 ■ Married Coretta Scott, 1953

 ■ Became pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, Montgomery, Alabama, 1954

 ■ Received doctorate in theology from 
Boston University, 1955

 ■ Received national attention for his role in 
organizing successful Black boycott of 
Montgomery, Alabama, buses, 1955-56

 ■ Founded the Southern Christ ian 
Leadership Conference to educate Blacks in 
non-violent civil disobedience, 1957

 ■ Delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech at the March on Washington for Jobs 
and Freedom, 1963

 ■ Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 1964

 ■ Organized campaign for voter registration 
in Selma, Alabama, and the march from 
Selma to Montgomery, 1965

 ■ Began work in urban slums of Chicago, 
1965-66

 ■ Organized Poor People’s Campaign in 
Washington, D.C., 1968

 ■ Assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, April 
4, 1968

 ■ First national celebration of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, 1986

 ■ Groundbreaking for the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial in Washington,  2006

— Roksana Amid

Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews

JEREMIAH DOMINIQUE LED the audi-
ence in the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
Sheryl Goodine was the emcee.  Their 
voices entertained and inspired the 
crowd as it reflected on King’s message. 

NOSH HAD A table at the entrance to the middle school to collect food for those in 
need. Martin Luther King Jr. Day is the only federal holiday designated as a National 
Day of Service to encourage Americans to volunteer in their communities.



Crossing guard touched by children’s support
an 82-year-old Bayville man. Vazquez, 
who has a prosthetic leg from an accident 
years ago, doesn’t remember anything 
from the day of  his recent accident until 
early November. 

Vazquez suffered two cardiac arrests, 
one before being airlifted to Manhasset’s 
North Shore University Hospital and an 
additional one in the emergency room. 
Rushed to the intensive critical care unit, 
he was diagnosed with a traumatic brain 
injury, fractured pelvis, and kidney fail-
ure. Stabilizing, he was admitted to Glen 
Cove Hospital’s brain injury unit on Oct. 
25. There, he continued what doctors said 
on Tuesday was a remarkable recovery. 

Once outside the hospital, Vazquez 
wiped away even more tears when he was 
greeted by roughly 75 children, many 
waving homemade signs of  support. His 
friends had also come, as did residents 
and members of  Glen Cove’s first 
responders who lined the walkway to cel-
ebrate Vazquez’s survival and congratu-
late him on his ability to return home. 

He and his family say they know he 
will recover. And doctors, are hopeful too. 
Although he left the hospital in a wheel-
chair, Martino said doctors think he will 
walk again. 

“I’m excited for him to come home,” 
she said. “You gotta have faith.”

It has been a rough road for Bryana, 
too. A secretary at the hospital’s brain 

injury unit, she rushed to the site of  the 
accident when a friend called her to say 
her father had been injured. 

“My world just stopped that day,” she 
recalled. “Dad and I are very close. When 
I got to the scene, I didn’t care what he 
looked like. He needed to see me. To hear 
them say, ‘Your dad won’t make it,’ it hits 
you hard.”

Her mother quickly said they didn’t 
know her husband, calling him a fighter, 
Bryana said. 

“He and I both work on the floor where 
he recovered — the brain injury unit,” 
she said. “We knew the nurses. He got 
wheeled into his room on a red carpet.”

Vazquez made many friends among 
the nurses at Northwell as well, Bryana 
said. They would stop by to see how he 
was even if  they weren’t assigned to him.

Describing her father as her best 
friend, Bryana said the experience of  see-
ing him recover — his tenacity and cour-
age through it all — has led her to make 
some changes in her life. She now is train-
ing to be a bodybuilder and has returned 
to nursing school.

“I’m pushing to reach my goal,” she said. 
“I want to show him how he inspires me. 
He’s actually always been an inspiration to 
me. He might be competing again too.”

Vazquez had his first accident in 1985 
when he was hit by a 40-ton Mack truck. 
He underwent many surgeries, but his leg 
was amputated the following year on his 
21st birthday and he was fitted for a pros-

thetic leg. 
Prior to the accident, he had run the 

New York City Marathon and was training 
as a long-distance runner for the 1988 
Olympics. Vazquez, a 1983 Glen Cove High 
School graduate, is among those honored 
at its Wall of  Fame for his record for a mile 
— 4 minutes, 20 seconds.

Nothing has ever stopped Vazquez. 
Before his latest accident, he rode his 
motorcycle and his Jet Ski, swam and kite-
boarded. He’s not the type to give up. 

Martino said her husband wants to 
return to being a crossing guard, though 
she and Bryana wish he wouldn’t. 

“Every day he’d come home and say, ‘I 
almost got hit by a car,’” she said. “But he 
loves the job and the kids.”

Vazquez often asked the children how 
they were doing in school, and they’d show 
him their report cards and test scores. If  
they did well, he would give them small 

crossing guard badges and encourage 
them to continue to progress in school. He 
was popular among the children.

“We have 230 cards, posters, Christmas 
cards, all from the children,” Martino said. 
“He knew some of  the kids who made 
them. When he’d see them, he’d get very 
emotional. He didn’t realize how many 
people cared.”

Jefferson Thomas, 13, and Thanasi Ave-
ropoulos, 12, were among the children 
waiting for Vazquez outside the hospital. 
Holding a red sign, they hoped the mes-
sage, “GC Strong,” would inspire their 
favorite crossing guard to continue to get 
well. 

“It’s really sad what happened to him,” 
Jefferson said. 

“He’s a good man,” Thanasi added. 
“He’s friendly and always used to say 
good things about us. I’m glad he’s out of  
the hospital.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Laura Lane/Herald

CARlOS VAZQUEZ WAS visibly touched on Tuesday by the support of dozens of children, 
who captured the moment on their phones.
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N O R T H  S H O R E  A N I M A L  L E A G U E  A M E R I C A

North Shore Animal League 
America has a wide variety  

of pets to choose from.

BRING HOME 
YOUR NEW  
BEST FRIEND!

OPEN DAILY FOR 
ADOPTIONS: 
10 AM – 6 PM

25 Davis Ave., Port Washington, NY 11050 • 516.883.7575
animalleague.org • RR006 • FOLLOW US ON: 12

01
35

1

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com

■ E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com

■ EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com

■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■ ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460

■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 one-time payment within Nassau County or $60 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2023 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

In recognition of  the city’s veterans, 
the Glen Cove Public Library and the 
Veterans Services Department are con-
tinuing their Glen Cove Salutes pro-
gram, giving the community an opportu-
nity to sponsor military tribute banners 
that will be displayed on lampposts 
across Morgan Park from Memorial Day 
through Veterans Day. They are also 
expanding the program to incorporate a 
commemorative website and an essay 
contest for middle and high school aged 
children who are Glen Cove residents. 

Lydia Wen Rodgers, a librarian at 
Glen Cove Public Library and Anthony 
Jimenez, the director of  the Veterans 
Affairs Office, presented the tribute ban-
ners at the City Council’s pre-council 
meeting on Feb 2021. 

“It will give them the honor that they 
deserve,” Wen Rodgers said. 

When she started the program last 
year, she learned quickly that veterans 
are humble and are hesitant to have 
their photos on display. But she is going 
forward anyway to be sure they are hon-
ored. 

Fifty-two banners were sold last year. 
Because of  the project’s success, 92 ban-

ners will be available this year. The price 
will remain the same — $99 for a banner 
placed before March 1. The banners, pur-
chased by families, is available only to 
sponsor Glen Cove veterans.  

City historian Dave 
Nieri purchased banners 
for his father, Dante R. 
Nieri, who served in the 
Navy. He purchased a sec-
ond banner for his father-
in-law George Melchione 
who served in the Army 
Air Corps. 

Author Gloria Respress-
Churchwell, wrote the 
children’s book, “Follow 
Chester,” detailing the life 
of  Dr. Chester Pierce, a 
1944 graduate of  Glen 
Cove High School, the 
class president and vale-
dictorian. He studied at 
Harvard Medical School and played on 
the football team and was the first Black 
college athlete to play south of  the 
Mason-Dixon line when Harvard visited 
the University of  Virginia. Pierce was a 
commander in the Navy, surgeon general 
of  the Air Force and a psychiatrist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of  Technology 
for 25 years.

Respress-Churchwell was eager to 
contribute to the banner project given 
her detailed understanding of  Pierce’s 
life. 

When the banner project started last 
year, Wen Rodgers didn’t 
know how popular it 
would be or where they 
could be placed. At the 
time, she decided to posi-
tion the banners at the 
lower portion of  the park. 

In addition to this proj-
ect, a supplemental online 
exhibit was created to rec-
ognize veterans outside 
their respective holidays. 

“If  family or friends 
don’t want to repeat buy-
ing a banner, we have an 
online presence for them,” 
Wen Rodgers said. 

Project coordinators 
asked the families and friends of  veter-
ans to write a reflection or provide more 
pictures. So far, there are nine submis-
sions, including one from Niri. The site 
has been up since Memorial Day and 
was directly created by Wen Rodgers and 
the Veterans Affairs Office.

“We wanted to make the project a lit-
tle bit better,” Wen Rodgers said. “So this 

coming year we will be working with 
schools and have two essay contests.”

The first contest is the Liberties 
Torch titled “Lessons I Learned from a 
Veteran.” This contest is available to six 
through eighth grade students who 
reside in Glen Cove, but do not have to 
attend the city’s schools.  

Respress-Churchwell said she hopes 
children learn that there are many sacri-
fices that were and are made by veterans.  

“We’re standing here because of  
those who helped to lift us up and the vet-
erans have to get their due in that,” she 
said. 

“Echoes of  Freedom,” the second con-
test, asks students what it means to serve 
your country. This contest is available for 
students grades nine through 12. The 
deadline for contests is April 30 with a 
price of  $250 each. 

“I hope they understand the level of  
commitment that people have made.” 
Niri said. “I encourage anything like this 
which gets people to understand what 
people did in the past to serve their coun-
try or serve their community because we 
need to reinvigorate those ideas.” 

For more information and to pick up 
a submission form for the contests, appli-
cants should email LWen@glencoveli-
brary.org.

Educating the city’s youth on veteran histories

I hope they 
understand 

the level of 
commitment 
that people have 
made. 

DAVE NIRI
Glen Cove 
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January 2023 

To my neighbors, 
Happy New Year! This is traditionally the time of year to look forward, but it is also a time to reflect and 

take stock of the past. For my family, this year is particularly special as it marks both an ending and a new 

beginning. As you may know, after serving for 34 years as your Glen Cove City Court Judge, I have reached 

mandatory retirement age. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you, my friends and neighbors in Glen Cove, for giving me 

the opportunity to serve you as your Judge. 

As a community, we have made many great strides together. Throughout my career, my first priority has 

always been education, and helping to ensure that every young person has a bright future. Looking back, one of 

my proudest memories is working with the Teen Court program at Glen Cove High School, which I established 

in 2002 in conjunction with the Nassau County District Attorney's office and the N.Y.S. Office of Court 

Administration. The program was designed to teach young people about the justice system by participating in 

real court cases officiated by high school students.  

I have dedicated myself tirelessly to unifying our diverse community in a quest to protect and nurture all of Glen Cove's young people, working 

with the school district to fight opioid addiction, volunteering for the youth and family programs at the YMCA, and providing a safe harbor for any of our 

residents who find themselves in trouble. Watching so many of Glen Cove's students grow up into responsible adults making their homes here in our city 

has been one of my greatest rewards.  

As the years have gone by, it has been my steadfast pledge to preside over the Glen Cove City Court with a firm yet fair hand. There have been so 

many kind and dedicated people who have been by my side to help me keep that promise, far too many to mention here.  

None, however, is as important as my family, who have been my guiding light and inspiration. Their continued allegiance to my goals has helped 

me build a legacy of integrity, truth and service that I hope will endure many years into the future at the Glen Cove City Court. 

Thank you again, from the bottom of my heart, for granting me the privilege of serving as your Glen Cove City Court Judge. 

Sincerely Yours 

, The Hon. Richard J. McCord and Family

Thank You



WHAT’S UP NEXT DOOR AND AROUND THE CORNER

HERALD NEIGHBORS

First responders 
at storytime

F irst responders are always there when you 
need them. They respond to the calls of  their 
communities in times of  crisis, but at the 
Glen Cove Library, they responded to the 

community in a different way. 
On Saturday, Glen Cove police and firemen went to 

the library to read and draw with young children. 
While the children were drawing pictures of  firemen, 
first responder vehicles and first responders putting 
out fires, they learned lessons in safety. 

Police told children what to do in times of  danger 
and warned them not to talk to strangers. Firemen 
talked to children about fire safety and what they 
should do if  they’re near one. 

Tim Baker/Herald photos

AFTER THE EVENT was over, everyone said one last goodbye marking the day with a photograph. Sienna Quiroz, far right, made sure he wore his fire helmet to the event. 

AVA BUCHHOLTZ AND Victor Perez got creative. 

DETECTIVE TED KAROUSOS, far right, spoke to children  
about safety.
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Glen Cove 
Hospital
Northwell

SM

Glen Cove Hospital is among the nation’s best 
for acute rehabilitation—and we don’t stop 
there. From achieving national recognition 
in nursing and patient experience to being 
named an Age-Friendly Center of Excellence, 
we’re proud to offer our community a level of 
care that exceeds expectations.

Northwell.edu/GlenCoveBest 

RAISING HEALTH WITH  
AWARD-WINNING CARE

Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services
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By ANA BORRUTO
aborruto@liherald.com

It’s been more than a decade since an 
earthquake devastated Haiti, killing more 
than 200,000 people, and leaving so many 
more thousands homeless. To this day, the 
Caribbean country continues 
to recover, all while facing 
other ongoing challenges 
such as limited access to 
health care, as well as poverty, 
political instability and vio-
lence. 

While a lot of  political talk 
in Washington is focused on 
what’s happening at the U.S-
Mexico border, Nassau Coun-
ty Legislator Carrié Solages 
has joined immigration law 
professionals to share details 
of  an expanded program 
under the Biden administra-
tion intended to provide legal 
pathways to America for 
migrants from Haiti, Cuba, 
Nicaragua and Venezuela as 
well as war-torn Ukraine.

“This is a positive develop-
ment, and a humanitarian 
way to allow people to seek 
asylum,” Solages said. “We have wit-
nessed so many people risking their lives 
in order to make it here in the United 
States.” 

This new policy allows up to 30,000 
individuals from these four countries to 
come to the United States per month for a 
period of  up to two years —all receiving 
work authorization. These individuals 
must have an eligible sponsor, and pass a 
series of  vetting and background checks. 

To reduce overcrowding and wait 
times at U.S. ports of  entry, those who are 
legal immigrants or citizens of  the United 

States can apply for someone in Haiti to 
come to America through an online appli-
cation called the I-134A form, which gives 
that sponsor a chance to provide a decla-
ration of  financial support. 

“They are basically asking you how 
are you going to take care of  this person 

you are legally sponsoring, 
the person who is now called 
the beneficiary,” said Marie 
Pereira, founder of  the Haiti 
Immigration Project. “Do you 
have the financial resources 
to take care of  this person’s 
needs, from health to housing 
to clothing? Everything.” 

Once the sponsor is 
approved, the beneficiary is 
required to submit their fin-
gerprints and undergo an 
extensive background check. 
They also must be vaccinated 
for Covid-19, have a valid 
passport, and proof  they are 
a Haiti native, Pereira added. 

Those younger than 18 
have to be accompanied by an 
adult who is their parent or 
legal guardian.

Judith Hospedales, an 
immigration law expert and 

formerly of  the U.S. Department of  Home-
land Security, said with the influx of  dis-
placed migrants in various states, the 
administration is trying to cut back on 
the issues migrants face when they arrive 
to the border.  

Many migrants are seeking asylum — 
meaning they fear for their safety, or they 
believe they could be harmed if  they stay 
in their home country — and want protec-
tion from another nation, like the United 
States.

But there are many who may not quali-
fy for asylum status. In that case, they can 

apply for temporary protection status, 
more commonly known as TPS. This sta-
tus is for certain individuals who cannot 
return to their countries of  origin 
because of  circumstances within the 
country, such as those same countries not 
having the resources or capacity to take 
back their citizens at that particular time. 

Emmanuel Depas, immigration attor-
ney, founder and first president of  the Hai-
tian American Lawyers Association in 
New York, said prospective sponsors must 
take this process very seriously. Solages 
emphasized the importance of  working 
with professionals like Depas when going 
through the sponsorship process. 

“You have to say ‘yes’ with caution and 
understand what you’re getting into,” 
Depas said. “In those two years, you’re 
going to have to support (beneficiaries) 
financially, socially and help them get 
them acclimated to U.S. culture. 

“I implore you to develop patience 
throughout this process.” 

The Haitian American population is 
one of  the fastest growing demographics 
in Nassau County, Solages said, with 
many living in communities like Elmont, 

Freeport, Uniondale, Valley Stream and 
Hempstead. According to the most recent 
census numbers, the total Haitian popula-
tion was just over 850,000 nationwide, 
with nearly 155,000 living in New York 
alone.

Haiti itself  has a little more than 11 
million people.

Elsie Smith has lived in the United 
States for 52 years, spending the last 
decade in Elmont. She wants to sponsor 
six family members who now live in Haiti 
— a widower father, his sister and his four 
kids, whose mother passed away five 
years ago. The children had to stop going 
to school last September. 

Smith is grateful for the humanitarian 
relief  program as it will give these chil-
dren better opportunities in the United 
States. 

“This is something for a country that 
is suffering too much, and we have so 
much we can offer in this country,” Smith 
said, through tears. “I live in a house with 
six bedrooms all by myself  — I will pro-
vide, (the father) can get his papers for 
work, and the four children can go to 
school.”

Migrating from Haiti, with a little support

T his is  
something 

for a country 
that is suffering 
too much, and 
we have so 
much we can 
offer in this 
country.

ELSIE SMITH
Haitian Elmont 
resident

 Anyone who has legal status to live 
in the United States can sponsor a 
Haitian immigrant to the United States 
by submitting a free I-134A application. 
 That legal status means being a U.S. 
citizen, green card holder, or someone 
with temporary protection status. 
 However, sponsors should be wary 
of trying to bring in strangers, said 
Judith Hospedales. The further apart 

the relationship between the sponsor 
and the person looking to come from 
Haiti, the more difficult it will be to 
prove that a person can be a suitable 
sponsor and financially responsible for 
the beneficiary.  
 To learn more, visit tinyurl.com/
SponsorHaiti. 

– Ana Borruto

Who can become a sponsor?

EMMANUEL DEPAS, 
LEFT, Marie Pereira, 
Judith Hospedales 
and Nassau County 
Legislator Carrié 
Solages, gathered at 
the Theodore 
Roosevelt Executive 
and Legislative 
Building the day 
before the 13th 
anniversary of the 
2010 Haiti 
earthquake to raise 
awareness for new 
immigration policy.

Ana Borruto/Herald
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STEPPING OUT
Branford Marsalis
After some scheduling delay — in
part due to the pandemic — the 
renowned saxophonist makes 
his long-awaited appearance at 
the Madison Theatre with his 
quartet. The NEA Jazz Master, 
triple-Grammy Award winner 
and musical polymath with his 
stellar ensemble — pianist Joey 
Calderazzo, bassist Eric Revis and 
drummer Justin Faulkner — bring 
the brilliance that has made this 
quartet one of the most revered 
and infl uential in jazz. Marsalis 
is equally at home performing 
concertos with symphony 
orchestras and sitting in with 
members of the Grateful Dead, 
but the core of his musical universe 
remains the Branford Marsalis 
Quartet. After more than three 
decades of existence with minimal 
personnel changes, this celebrated 
ensemble is acclaimed for its 
uncompromising interpretation of a 
kaleidoscopic range of both original 
compositions and jazz and popular 
classics. 

Friday, Jan. 20, 8 p.m. $40-$95. 
Madison Theatre, Molloy University 
campus, 1000 Hempstead Ave., 
Rockville Centre. (516) 323-4444 
or MadisonTheatreNY.org.

 While geared to the younger generation 
of monster truck fans, there is nothing tame 
about this version. You’ll still experience all 
the action of the 12-foot-tall, 10,000-pound 
machines will that bring audiences to their 
feet, racing and ripping up a custom- 
designed track full of obstacles to soar over 
— or smash through — delighting onlookers. 
A laser light show adds to the spectacle — 
the trucks maneuver their way through their 
stunts in a darkened arena.
 Their names — Gunkster, Race Ace, Mega 
Wrex, Bone Shaker, Tiger Shark, Bigfoot and 
Demo Derby — refl ect the outrageous mix of 
racing and showmanship that enthrall both 
the drivers and their fans.
 “Big trucks, big engines, crushing cars, hanging out with the fans, 
I love it all,” says Eric Steinberg, 22. “It’s an indescribable adrenaline 
rush.”
 It’s clear Steinberg loves his job. In fact, he 
doesn’t describe his role as a “job.” It’s his 
passion — what he was born to do.
 Like his fellow drivers, Steinberg 
became enthralled with the big trucks 
at a young age. Missouri-born and 
raised, he was 3 years old when he went 
to his fi rst monster truck event. From 
that moment on he was hooked. 
 “I just knew this is what I wanted,” 
he says. “Monster trucks are amazing, 
and caught my attention more than 
anything else. I looked up to the 
drivers as my heroes. I remember 
how I felt and that helped 
me transition to being a 
driver.”
 Determined to 
follow his dream, 
he enrolled in State 
Technical College of 
Missouri’s Automotive 
Technology High-
Performance Program. After 
his 2021 graduation, he 
hooked up with the Bigfoot 
team. Bigfoot, a name 
synonymous with the 

By Karen Bloom

Nai-Ni Chen 
Dance Company 
The Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company
welcomes the coming of spring, 
the Year of the Black Water Rabbit. 
It’s a spectacular experience for 
all ages, combining traditional 
Chinese dance with modern fl air. 
The Red Lions dance to a hip hop 
beat. The Golden Dragon brings 
good luck and fortune for the 
coming year. The ensemble also 
showcases a contemporary dance 
work, ‘Ashes of A Dead Frog,’ 
choreographed by legendary Polish 
Choreographer Jacek Luminski that 
was commissioned by Nai-Ni Chen 
almost a decade ago. Guest artists 
from the Chinese Music Ensemble 
of New York provide traditional and 
contemporary music on classical 
and folk Chinese instruments. 
Dancers, acrobats and musicians 
perform in festive costumes in 
red, gold, blue and purple colors 
symbolizing their prayer for a 
peaceful and harmonious New Year 
with plenty of prosperity and good 
fortune for everyone to enjoy and 
share.

Sunday, Jan. 29, 7 p.m. $52, 
$42, $32. Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts, LIU Post campus, 
720 Northern Blvd., Brookville. 
(516) 299-3100 or TillesCenter.org.

Monster trucks invade Long Island

monster truck world, was Steinberg’s entrée into 
the circuit. He debuted Gunkster, fi rst created by 
Hot Wheels for its 2021 Monster Trucks Series 
collectibles, in 2022.
 He’ll be in high gear with all his tricks, 
driving Gunkster through all the non-stop 
action, which includes a wheelie competition, 

long jumps, freestyle, and even motocross. 
And if that is not enough, there’ll be a special 
appearance by the car-eating, fi re-breathing 
transforming robot Megasaurus. 
 Steinberg encourages everyone to come 

to the Crash Zone pre-show, Saturday, at 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., and Sunday, at noon. Crash Zone gives 

fans access to the arena fl oor where they can view of the 
trucks up-close and meet the drivers, get autographs and 

take photos and, of course, check out some toy versions 
of the big trucks. 
 “Fans love it,” says Steinberg. “The kids are excited 
to see the trucks before the show. It’s all for them. 
For me, I always wanted to meet the drivers as a kid. 
I always looked up to them as my heroes. And now I 
want to be that hero. Meeting the fans is truly special 
and encourages us.”

those

onster truck madness is back on 
Long Island this weekend when 

for two action-packed days at 
Nassau Coliseum. In this version, families 
can watch their favorite Hot Wheels trucks 
come to life when the Hot Wheels ‘Glow 
Party’ lights up the arena, Jan. 21-22.

•  Saturday and Sunday, 
Jan. 21-22; times vary

•  Tickets start at $40 adult, 
$24 child; $10 additional for 
Crash Zone (prices are subject 
to change); available at 
HotWheelsMonsterTrucksLive.
com or NassauColiseum.com

• Located at Nassau Coliseum, 
Uniondale

WHERE 

WHEN

Top photo: Gunkster, driven by Eric Steinberg, and other popular 
trucks, including Tiger Shark, will thrill fans with exciting car-crunching 

feats as they fly more than 35 feet in the air. Three stories tall and weighing 
more than 50,000 pounds, Megasaurus — at left — roars into the arena ready to 

chomp.

Courtesy Hot Wheels Monster Trucks Live



THE SCENE
Your Neighborhood Historic Spirits Tour

Stop by Raynham Hall Museum, 
at 30 West Main Street in 
Oyster Bay, Saturday, Jan. 28, to 
learn about three generations 
of Townsend family occupants 
with Samantha Lynn Difronzo, 
a spiritual healer. To purchase 
tickets for the event visit 
RaynhamHallmMuseum.org or 
call (516) 922-6808.

The Joy of Collage
Stop by the Bayville Free Library, 
34 School Street in Bayville, for 
a one hour collage class Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 2-3 p.m. The class is 
open to all skill levels, and every 
participant will learn collage 
techniques and create their own 
masterpieces in any style of their 
choosing. For more information, 
contact Kristy Fumante at (516) 
628-2765 or adultprograms@
bayvillefreelibrary.org. 

A Donde Llega el 
Silencio
Visit Planting Fields Arboretum, 
1395 Planting Fields Road in 
Oyster Bay, for a performance 
by Argentinian musician Jacinta 
Clusellas, Saturday, Feb. 18, 
6-8 p.m. Hear tunes from her 
second EP, “A Donde Llega 
el Silencio,” with a wine and 
cheese reception following. 
For more information, call 
(516) 922-9210 or email info@
plantingfields.org.

Feb.
23

Art talk
Grab your lunch and join 
Nassau County Museum of 
Art Docent Riva Ettus for her 
popular “Brown Bag Lecture” 
live, via Zoom, Thursday, Feb. 
23, 1 p.m. She’ll discuss the 
current exhibition, “The Big 
Picture: Photography Now.” 
Participants are invited to ask 
questions at the end of the 
program. Register at least 24 
hours in advance to receive 
the program Zoom link. Also 
Feb. Nassau County Museum 
of Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn 
Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or 
NassauMuseum.org.

Readicculus
Pop by Still 
Partners, 
225 Sea Cliff 
Ave. in Sea 
Cliff, for a 
tribute to 

Phish,  Saturday, Jan. 28, at 
8 p.m. Listen to Phish cover 
band Readicculus play the 
band’s greatest hits. For more 
information call (516) 200-
9229.

Jan.
28Friends of the Brothers

Friends of the Brothers visits the Landmark stage with their dynamic tribute to the 
Allman Brothers, Friday, Jan. 27, 8 p.m. Their powerful celebration of the Allman 
Brothers, featuring musicians closely associated with the original band, continues the 
brotherhood with passion, committed to the ideals of every night being special and 

unique. Their first-hand experience with the Allman Brothers Band and their deep knowledge of the 
repertoire and the music’s roots and heritage allows them to play with an unrivaled depth. Hear songs 
from every stage of the Allman Brothers’ career, backed by a band of inspirational, veteran players. $33, 
$28. Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port Washington. (516) 767-6444 
or LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

Jan.
27
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

On exhibit
Photography’s ascent 
in the art world is 
an international 
phenomenon. Nassau 
County Museum of 
Art’s star-studded 
exhibition spans the 
historical roots of the 
medium. View works 
by Ansel Adams and 
his generation  and the 
thrilling, large-format 

color works of such contemporary masters as Cindy Sherman, Thomas 
Struth, James Casebere and Gregory Crewdson, among others. From 
the documentary to the painterly, images bear witness to the times. 
On view through March 5. Nassau County Museum of Art, 1 Museum 
Drive, Roslyn Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or NassauMuseum.org.

Senior Lunch 
Program
Enjoy visiting friends, with a 
delicious lunch and chair yoga, 
at the popular senior program 
hosted by Mutual Concerns, 
every Tuesday, at Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, at 253 
Glen Ave., in Sea Clifff. Those 
iinterested in joining the lunch 
program can call Peggie Como 
at (516) 675-7239.

Deep Roots Indoor 
Winter Market
Start the New Year with a visit 
to Deep Roots Indoor Winter 
Market, Saturday, Jan. 21, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. The market, at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 28 
Highland Road, Glen Cove, offers 
locally grown vegetables, eggs, 
meat and dairy, as well as fresh 
baked goods, artisan cheeses, 
honey and more. For more 
information contact Amy Peters 
at amy@deeprootsfarmersmarket.
com or call (516) 318-5487.

Financial advice
Visit the Oyster Bay-East Norwich 
Public Library, at 89 East Main 
Street in Oyster Bay, for an 
Investment Seminar Series, 
every Wednesday throughout 
January,7 p.m. This program 
is presented by Vincent Sama, 
financial advisor from Edward 
Jones. Register online at 
OysterBayLibrary.org or call (516) 
922-1212.

Forest Bathing
Take a meditative Forest Bathing 
walk, led by certified guide 
Linda Lombardo, Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 2-4 p.m. Based on the 
Japanese tradition of Shinrin-
Yoku, a wellness practice 
developed in the 1980s, the 
walk, on the grounds of the 
former summer residence of 
Howard Gould and later Daniel 
and Florence Guggenheim, 
inspires mindful connections 
with the natural elements 
of the woods for a range of 
healthful benefits. $40, $35. 
Pre-registration required. Sands 
Point Preserve, 127 Middle Neck 
Road. For information, visit 
SandsPointPreserveConservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901.

The Best of the 
Eagles
Get into the Eagles’ groove when the 
tribute band visits The Paramount 
stage,  Thursday, Jan. 26, 8 p.m. 
With special guest Fleetwood 
Macked. This authentic recreation 
features individual bandmates taking 
on the persona of the original Eagles 
members. $39.50, $29.50, $19.50. 
The Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. (800) 745-3000 or 
Ticktmaster.com or ParamountNY.
com.

Jan.
26

The Pigeon 
Comes to 
Long Island!
Step into activities 
pulled directly from 
the pages of Mo 
Willems’ books, 
during opening 
weekend of Long 
Island Children’s 
Museum’s new 
exhibit, Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., in residence 

through May 14. Step into activities pulled directly from the pages 
of Mo Willems’ books, make art inspired by his work, engage in 
dramatic play and learn about the rich social and emotional lives of 
the author’s characters. Interact with Willems beloved characters: best 
friend duo Elephant and Piggie, faithful companion Knuffle Bunny, 
and The Pigeon. Long Island Children’s Museum, Museum Row, 
Garden City. (516) 224-5800 or LICM.org.

11
GLEN COVE HERALD — January 19, 2023

PH
OT

OS
 B

Y 
MA

TT
HE

W
 M

UR
PH

YA COMEDY

FOR THE AGES.

ALL AGES!
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Aretha Franklin Four Tops

Jackson Five

Marvin Gaye

Tammy Turell

The Temptations

The Supremes

Smoky Robinson & 
the Miracles

Tina Turner

Martha & the Vandellas

DETROIT

E
r i
e

Lionel Richie Stevie Wonder

FEATURING

6:30 Dinner ★ 7:00 Live Show 
Three Course Dinner & Live Show

ONLY 
$69 + Tax & Gratuity

Limited Seating 
Call For Reservations

516.671.210040 School Street • Glen Cove

TRIBUTE AT LA BUSSOLA

WED. JAN 25, 2023
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By JEFFREY BESSEN
jbessen@liherald.com

A touch of  Las Vegas could soon make its way to 
Uniondale’s Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum with 
hotels, performance stages, and even a casino.

The Las Vegas Sands, a resort company founded by 
late billionaire Sheldon Adelson, wants to develop what it 
calls a “multibillion-dollar flagship hospitality, entertain-
ment and casino project” at the former home of  the New 
York Islanders off  the Hempstead Turnpike near the 
Meadowbrook Parkway. But the acquisition of  up to 80 
acres of  the site would require state approval.

“The plan would include a casino accounting for 10 
percent of  the total project, outdoor community spaces, 
four- and five-star hotel rooms, and a world class live per-
formance venue honoring the legacy of  live music at the 
Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum,” Nassau County 
Executive Bruce Blakeman shared on Twitter.

There also would be celebrity chef  restaurants, con-
vention space and ballrooms, along with a luxurious day 
spa, a swimming pool, and a health club. 

“We strongly believe Long Island can be home to one 
of  the region’s great entertainment and hospitality devel-
opments,” said Robert Goldstein, Las Vegas Sands chair 
and chief  executive, in a news release.   

Sands, which is worth more than $42 billion on the 
New York Stock Exchange, says it wants to collaborate 
with the surrounding communities to create a plan as a 
way to maximizes economic opportunity while protecting 
the quality of  life. Part of  that plan would include creat-
ing 12,000 construction jobs, and then employing 5,000 
people.

But making such a collaboration work will require 
Sands to listen, County Legislature Minority Leader 
Kevan Abrahams said.

“It is imperative for Sands resorts to conduct extensive 
community outreach, and then incorporate the feedback 
they receive into their proposal,” Abrahams said. That 
means not only talking to the people who live in the area, 
but also talking to officials at Hofstra University, Nassau 
Community College, as well as both Hempstead town and 
village. 

Sands also needs to reach out to local fire departments, 
school districts, civic associations, chambers of  com-
merce and others as a “necessary first step for addressing 
concerns and identifying opportunities.”

Scott Rechler is optimistic about a Sands development 
after nearly two decades of  working to overhaul the Coli-
seum site.

“The plan envisioned by Sands is a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to create the kind of  world-renowned 
entertainment and hospitality destination that has been 

sought after by Long Islanders,” said Rechler, chief  execu-
tive and chair of  RXR Realty, in the release.     

But not everyone shares that enthusiasm. Protesters 
have gathered outside the Coliseum opposing the casino 
component, which they say promotes multiple addic-
tions. Others believe such a development would add to 
the existing traffic logjam while creating a blight on the 
environment.

And then there are people like Jay Goldmark from 
Woodmere who is OK with the plan.

“Surprisingly I have no absolutely no issue with them 
building a casino as long as they have absolutely no 
exemptions granted under any circumstances as far as 
any construction, sales or use taxes,” Goldmark posted on 
social media. “If  they can afford to build for millions of  
dollars and fees etc., they surely can afford to pay the 
sales taxes. It will also create hundreds of  jobs.”

Sands casino coming to Nassau Coliseum?
THE LAS VEGAS Sands 
resort company is 
considering the Nassau 
Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum property as a 
site for a new upscale 
casino. It’s championed 
by Nassau County 
Executive Bruce 
Blakeman, but being 
met with cautious 
optimism by others, like 
County Legislature 
Minority Leader Kevan 
Abrahams.

Herald file photo
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The Medicaid Asset Protection Trust 
(“MAPT”) 

For those who don’t qualify for long-term 
care insurance or can’t afford it, the Medicaid 
Asset Protection Trust (“MAPT”) can protect 
your assets from the high cost of long-term care 
in your home or in a facility.

The MAPT sets up two roadblocks that 
Medicaid cannot break through. First, you 
cannot be your own trustee.  Usually, one or 
more of the adult children act as trustee.

Secondly, you, as the creator of the MAPT, 
are entitled to the income only, not the principal.  
If you don’t have access to the principal (your 
home or other assets in the trust), then Medicaid 
doesn’t have access to the principal.  The MAPT 
makes good sense for assets you’re not going to 
spend – like your home and investments you’re 
not using.  As we often say, if you don’t need 
it to live on, then why not protect it for your 
family instead of losing it to pay for long-term 
care.

When you apply for Medicaid for nursing 
home care, if you’ve transferred any assets in 
the past five years, you are ineligible. The full 
protection of the trust only takes place five 

years after you establish the trust.  This is why 
you want to plan ahead.  Under new rules to 
take effect in the next year or two, you will also 
need to have the MAPT in place two and half 
years in advance to be eligible for care in your 
own home.

The MAPT does not affect your lifestyle.  
You still receive your pension, social security 
checks, minimum distributions on your 
retirement plans, interest and dividends.  You 
have the exclusive right to use and enjoy 
your home. You keep all your property tax 
exemptions. You can sell your house, buy a new 
one, or invest the proceeds, which remain in the 
trust, still protected.  

The MAPT is also flexible. You can change 
trustees and you can change who you leave it to.

Although the MAPT is an irrevocable trust, 
not only does it have the flexibility mentioned 
above, but in New York there is a mechanism to 
revoke an irrevocable trust.  All that is required 
is for all parties, you and your children, to sign.  
We even have a workaround just in case one of 
the children refuses to sign.

Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 x117 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

11
99

22
4



By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

As more and more allegations and 
horror stories come out against 
Republican, New York Representative 
George Santos, the embattled conser-
vative has doubled down and refused 
calls from constituents, Democrats 
and members of  his own party to 
resign. While appearing on Steve 
Bannon’s podcast “War Room,” host-
ed by Florida Representative Matt 
Gaetz on Jan. 12, Santos said he 
would only step down if  every single 
person who voted for him asked him 
to.

“I wish well all of  their opinions, 
but I was elected by 142,000 people,” 
Santos argued, “and until those same 
142,000 people tell me they don’t want 
me we’ll find out in two years.”

Santos subsequently claimed that 
he was elected by the people and for 
the people and continued to say that 
his goal is to serve the people of  New 
York’s 3rd Congressional District. 
Despite his assertions, however, 
almost universally residents and 
business owners in the district 
appear to be united in their condem-
nation of  him, and demand that he 

step down. 
Nicholas Galatro, a resident of  

Oyster Bay and a registered Republi-
can, explained that although he 
hasn’t read too much on the Santos 
scandals, it was clear to him that 
Santos couldn’t be trust-
ed to represent the peo-
ple of  his district. Gal-
atro continued to say 
that although he did not 
vote  for  Santos,  he 
would happily tell the 
congressman to resign 
if  given the opportunity. 

“I’m not too familiar 
with him, but it’s hard 
to trust someone who 
constantly twists their 
words and lies about 
something, especially concerning the 
general public,” Galatro said. “Many 
politicians at that level have lied, but 
it’s hard to take someone at their 
word when they lie as much as him.”

Numerous petitions have been 
started across the internet calling on 
Santos to resign. One of  them, on 
change.org, already has more than 
15,000 signatures attached to it.

Others are reaching out to Santos’ 
office directly to call on him to 

resign, such as Michael Amendola, 
who lives in Northport but owns the 
Village Wine Merchant in Sea Cliff. 
Since the news broke about Santos’ 
lies, Amendola has called the con-
gressman’s district offices twice to 

demand the step down. 
“I think Mr. Santos is 

a  c o m p l e t e  f r a u d , ” 
Amendola said. “I per-
sonally feel that any-
body who has misrepre-
sented so many things 
about their past isn’t 
someone that you can 
trust and isn’t someone 
who has the constitu-
ents’ best interests at 
heart.”

E ve n  p e o p l e  wh o 
voted for Santos, such as Stacie 
Locascio,  o f  Glen Cove,  have 
expressed disgust for his extensive 
lies and subsequent behavior and 
have joined the call for him to resign. 
Locascio also expressed optimism 
that 142,000 people would be willing 
to demand he step down.

“I think he should step aside. 
Resign. Go back to whatever place he 
came from and not run for office 
again,” Locascio wrote on Facebook 

messenger. “If  we don’t get him out, 
it speaks to the lack of  a moral com-
pass in politics overall.”

With the recent news that Santos 
has been assigned to two Congressio-
nal committees — Small Business 
and Science, Space and Technology 
— it appears that until the numerous 
investigations into his personal and 
professional finances show clear 
examples of  fraud, Santos is here to 
stay. However, Santos has yet to show 
his face in the Third Congressional 
District since he was elected, prompt-
ing the creation of  such movements 
as #Where’sGeorge? by Nassau Coun-
ty Legislator Josh Lafazan. 

As more and more stories contin-
ue to come out about Santos, who has 
gone by other names such as “Antho-
ny Devolder” in the past, it will be 
harder and harder for the congress-
man to continue to claim that he’s 
here to serve his constituents. One 
recent story by Patch even alleged 
that he stole $3,000 from a disabled, 
homeless veteran who was trying to 
save his sick dog’s life, which Santos 
denied according to Fox News.

Additional reporting by Roksana Amid

Santos says he will resign if 142,000 demand it

I think Mr. 
Santos is a 

complete fraud.

MICHAEL 
AMENDOLA
Sea Cliff
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Filename: Northwell_1454136_LIJMC Cancer Campaign Update_Print Ad_Herald Community_10.25x6.3_PRINT.pdf
Size: 10.25” x 6.3”, HP

Publication: Herald Community News

Our doctors are raising health by pioneering 
innovative approaches to cancer—from novel  
chemotherapy techniques to first-in-the-nation  
robotic mastectomies with minimal scarring. 
Because when it comes to cancer, there’s no  
status quo. There’s only “how far can we go?” 

LIJ Medical Center is in the top 10% 
of hospitals nationally for oncology, 
according to U.S. News & World Report.

Northwell.edu/NoLimits

BREAKING DOWN 
BOUNDARIES WITH  
CANCER BREAKTHROUGHS  

11
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LEGAL NOTICE
New York State
Department of
Environmental
Conservation
Notice of Complete
Application
Date: 12/30/2022
Applicant:William Curcio
Facility: Curcio Property
10 Soundside Lane
Glen Cove,  NY  11542
Application ID:
1-2805-00225/00001
Permit(s) Applied for:1-  
Article 34 Coastal Erosion  
Management
Project is located:in GLEN  
COVE in NASSAU
COUNTY
Project Description: 
The applicant proposes to  
remove approximately  
670 linear feet of existing  
timber retaining walls  
and 192 linear feet of  
concrete block retaining  
walls.  The project  
includes the  
reconstruction of stairs,  
elevated a minimum of  
18 inches above grade,  
and the installation of a  
new boulder revetment  
approximately 184 linear  
feet.  1026.46 cubic yards  
of bluff material will be  
excavated and 

redistributed on site to  
improve slope stability.   
Additional alterations to  
the site include the  
installation of jute mesh  
stabilization matting  and  
native planting which will  
increase the stability of  
the bluff.  The project is  
located at 10 Soundside  
Lane, City of Glen Cove,  
Town of Hempstead,  
Nassau County, NY.   
NCTM#31-64-37 & 529
Availability of Application  
Documents:  
Filed application  
documents, and  
Department draft permits  
where applicable, are  
available for inspection  
during normal business  
hours at the address of  
the contact person.  To  
ensure timely service at  
the time of inspection, it  
is recommended that an  
appointment be made  
with the contact person. 
State Environmental  
Quality Review (SEQR)  
Determination
Project is not subject to  
SEQR because it is a Type  
II action. 
SEQR Lead Agency:  None  
Designated
State Historic

Preservation Act  (SHPA)
Determination
The proposed activity is  
not subject to review in  
accordance with SHPA.   
The application type is  
exempt and/or the project  
involves the continuation  
of an existing operational  
activity. 
Availability For Public  
Comment
Comments on this project  
must be Submitted in  
writing to the Contact  
Person no later than  
02/03/2023 or 16 days  
after the publication date
of this notice, whichever  
is later
Contact Person
RIANNA M. SCANLON
NYSDEC
SUNY @ Stony Brook, 50  
Circle Road
Stony Brook, NY
11790-3409
136685

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of Counseling With  
Vickie, LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
the Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
10/13/22. Location:  
Nassau County. SSNY  
designated as agent for 

service of process on LLC.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Victoria  
OShea; 12W William St.  
Glen Cove, NY 11542.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.
136036

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a Public Hearing  
shall be held on Tuesday,  
January 24, 2023, at 7:30  
p.m. in the Council  
Chambers at Glen Cove  
City Hall, 9 Glen Street,  
Glen Cove, NY to discuss  
Local Law 01-2023,  
amending Chapter 111,  
Article II, adding Section  
111-11.1, Construction  
Site Safety Training, to  
the City of Glen Cove  
Code of Ordinances
All interested parties will  
be given an opportunity  
to be heard.
Tina Pemberton
City Clerk
136812

Public Notices
LGLE1
0119

PUBLIC AND
LEGAL NOTICES…

Printed in this publication 
can be found online. To 
search by publication name, go to: 
www.newyorkpublicnotices.com  

TO PLACE AND AD CALL
516-569-4000 x 232
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ON THE ROAD WITH A TAKEOUT QUEEN

By Cathi Turow 

Whenever I’m enjoying a delicious 
takeout meal, taking the last bite is 
always an excruciatingly sad 
moment. To make the experience less 
traumatic, I had an idea. I ordered 
new dishes from local eateries and 
created ways to stretch each one over 
several days. Yes, I had to open cans 
of  vegetables and beans to make it 
work, but it was worth the torture. 
Here’s where to go and what to do if  
you’re up for making some of  the lat-
est and greatest takeout dishes in 
town last longer.

 ■ I Am Nacho Mama (Coming to 42 
Main St., Port Washington this 
month) Local newspapers name this 
Mexican family cafe one of  the best 
on Long Island. So, though a new 
branch will be opening in Port Wash-
ington any day now, I just couldn’t 
wait. Last week, I tried I Am Nacho 
Mama in Hicksville. There are tradi-
tional Mexican dishes galore. I 
couldn’t resist trying the chef ’s new 
Mexi-Cola Cauliflower Wings. Each 
floret is lightly fried in batter consist-
ing of  Mexican Coca Cola (made with 
organic cane sugar) and a variety of  
international spices. I could have 
gulped down the whole container in 
one sitting. Instead, I divided it into 
thirds and used it as a topping on dif-
ferent vegetable, bean, and grain 
bowls for three nights. 

 ■ Hunter (1053 Oyster Bay Rd., East 
Norwich) There are five new dishes 
on the menu in this French/Mediter-
ranean gourmet restaurant. They 
include endive salad with trout; 
clams casino with bacon, bell peppers 
and parsley; and chicken paella with 
chorizo and runner beans. I couldn’t 
wait to taste the paella because the 
chorizo is made in the kitchen from 

scratch. I also ordered an amazing 
linguine dish mixed with endive, 
Chablis, and a savory surprise — beet 
greens. Since I was served a generous 
portion, I decided to turn the lin-
guine dish into two different dinners. 
First, I combined the linguine with 
pre-cooked shrimp. The next night, I 
combined it with shredded, pre-roast-
ed chicken from Holiday Farms in 
Glen Head.

 ■ Maldon & Mignonette (243 Glen 
Cove Ave., Sea Cliff) I always marvel 
at the creative combinations the chef  
offers in this authentic American bis-
tro with a rustic flare. Sometimes I go 
online just to read the menu. The 
winter menu includes scallop sando 
with garlic, jalapeno, bacon, and bri-
oche; and winter salad with shaved 
brussel sprouts, almonds, parmesan 
and pomegranates. I ordered my 
favorite newbie: beef  stew with car-
rots, onions, parsnips, and polenta. 
It’s comfort food on steroids, so I 
divided my takeout container into 
thirds. I made beef  stew the topping 
for vegetables and beans three nights 
in a row.

 ■ Orwashers Bakery (377 Willis 
Ave., Roslyn Heights) I’ve been wait-
ing for this Manhattan-based bakery 
to open for months. It’s finally here! 
There are amazing artisan breads 
including a loaf  made with quinoa, 
raisins, sunflower seeds and honey. 
Challah is baked in a loaf  pan so it’s 
crisp on the outside and soft on the 
inside. Desserts include raspberry 
rugalach dipped in chocolate, lemon 
tarts to die for, and my favorite: the 
sticky bun babka muffin. I couldn’t 
stop eating it long enough to divide it 
into parts. 

Here’s to making great foods last! 
See you next month!  

Cathi Turow can be reached at: 
cturowtakeout@gmail.com

Stretching takeout  
meals for days

NEIGHBORS IN THE NEWS

Native Glen Cove artist Sprung 
recognized for Obama portrait

Sharon Sprung, an artist who grew up 
in Glen Cove, painted the official portrait 
of  former First Lady Michelle Obama.  
Assemblymember Charles Lavine and 
Senator James Gaughran visited 
Sprung’s Brooklyn studio to present a 
joint proclamation in recognition of  her 
incredible achievement. Sprung believes 

her upbringing in Glen Cove was a major 
factor in her being selected for the presti-
gious honor.  

“Growing up in Glen Cove, in such a 
diverse community, I was exposed to peo-
ple of  all different ethnic groups and that 
was part of  the beauty of  Glen Cove,” 
Sprung said.

Courtesy of the Office of Assemblymember Charles Lavine

SHARON SPRUNG WAS presented a joint proclamation at her Brooklyn studio on Dec. 
15. The proclamations were awarded to Sprung by Assemblymember Lavine and Senator 
Gaughran.  

Robert J.  Kormoski 
Robert J.  Kormoski, 79, of  Glen Cove, 

died on Jan. 11. Beloved husband of  Virgin-
ia “Ginny,” loving father of  Kathleen Schir-
rmacher (Chris), Robert (Stephanie) and 
Brian. Dear brother of  Helen Robson. 
Proud grandfather of  Kyle, Collin, Mason, 
Avery, Riley, Brayden and Brooke.  Proud 
Police Officer with the Glen Cove Police 
Dept. for over 30 years. Member of  the Glen 
Cove Volunteer Fire Dept., member of  the 
Glen Cove Anglers Club and Carlisle Rod & 
Gun Club. Robert was very active in the 
Glen Cove community. Visitation was at 
Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home. 

Giovanni Sacchetta 
Giovanni Sacchetta, 88, of  Glen Cove, 

died on Dec. 22, 2022. Beloved husband of  
Lina, loving father of  Luciano (Susan) and 
Gianmarco (Lisa). Dear brother of  
Michele, Palmina and the late Antonio. 
Cherished grandfather of  Corinna (Alex), 
Alexa (Brian) and Giovanni. Adored great-
grandfather of  Marco, Angelo and Vito.  
Also survived by many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

He was an avid gardener who loved to 
spend his spare time tending to his vegeta-
bles and flowers. Visitation was at Dodge-
Thomas Funeral Home.

OBITUARIES
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TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

1197020

We Buy Antiques,  
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

516.676.8469 •  iPaintFloors.comCONCRETE COATINGS

ONE DAY GARAGE FLOORS
• 4X STRONGER THAN EPOXY 

• NO HOT TIRE PICK-UP • 1 DAY INSTALLATION 
• WON’T CHIP OR PEEL• EASY TO CLEAN 

15-YEAR RESIDENTIAL WARRANTY
11

98
08

5

Specializing in BLACKTOP
at the BeSt priceS in town

• ConCrete • BriCk Patios • stooPs • stuCCo
• Belgium BloCks • sidewalks • drainage ProBlems 

• Cellar entranCe • waterProofing
• driveway sealing • demolition • dumPster serviCe 

• Powerwashing • handyman rePairs

Licensed &
insured

Free
estimates516-424-3598

 ALFREDO’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Se Habla Espanol 11
96

91
0

senior Citizen 
Discounts

Call For Winter Specials

11
99

39
2

black
forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

11
99

35
6

We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything!  
We Clean It Up & Take It Away!

 residentiaL & commerciaL

516-538-1125
Free estimates

 ContraCting inC.

12
01

56
9

11
96

99
9

All phAses of
tree work

1191426

Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

AAA cheAp tree
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

FRee
Safety Tree

evaluation For
any Future

Storm

11
98

24
0

TO ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL  
516-569-4000 ext. 286

OR EMAIL  ereynolds@liherald.com

11
98

32
2

11
98

57
7

•	 LOWEST	PRICES
•	 LOCaL	&	LOng	DISTanCE	
•	 LIRR	SERVICES	TO	anD	FROM

ManHaSSET	&	PORT	WaSHIngTOn	STaTIOnS
•	 aIRPORT	SERVICES	(PICk-uP	&	DROP-OFF)
•	 MuLTI-LInguaL	DRIVERS

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the  
North Shore  
Since 1988

WE gUarantEE on tiME arriVaL

www.madisontaxinY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
serVice

$�off
any airport trip
Madison Taxi

11
97

41
4

   Avoid the visit to the DMV
Let us obtain your

516-85QUICK
 Save a trip to dmv...call me!!!

CARLOS VARGAS
516.857.8425

info@85Quick.com

• Plates 
• Registration 
• Title 

• Turn In Plates 
• And More...

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

EOE

Administrative Opening
Monticello Central School

The successful candidate should have a minimum of five (5) yrs. professional exp. in 
school administration or comparable teaching leadership. 
This individual will provide leadership and vision in ongoing planning, implementation, 
development, direction, review, and evaluation of the district’s curriculum and 
instructional services. They would be responsible for ensuring that the district’s 
educational objectives align with state frameworks and to instructional practices that 
yield the highest standards for student achievement and instruction excellence. 

NYS SDL or SDA Certification Required 
Please apply online by Jan 9th at

https://monticelloschools.tedk12.com/hire

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction

Monticello.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

1197848
11

97
43

7

1197706

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400
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Imagine my surprise when I opened 
my toaster oven to slide in a meat-
loaf  and found a bunch of  classified 
documents inside. Wow, I thought, 

secret docs are really popping up all over 
the place.

The papers were in a folder that said 
Top Secret, so I read them immediately. 
Showing up in my oven makes them 

mine, right? Also, I 
took the extra pre-
caution of  declas-
sifying them by 
chanting the order 
of  the planets 
according to their 
distance from the 
sun, even Pluto, 
which is officially 
a nano planet. I 
mean, I don’t want 
to break any laws.

Just a few 
months ago, every-

one was talking about a former president 
possessing bundles of  classified docu-
ments, which he or someone close to him 
stuffed in various cabinets and closets in 
and around Mar-a-Lago, his golf  club and 
happy place. The Justice Department, not 
known for leaping into action, actually 
raided the premises — that’s how worried 
it was that secrets may have fallen into 
the hands of  spies. The former prez said 

the documents were his because, well, 
just because. His team resisted turning 
them over, although the law demands that 
important papers get returned to the gov-
ernment after a president leaves office.

People wondered if  spies were hanging 
around Mar-a-Lago, hoping 
to read our nuclear codes 
over the dessert buffet. Or 
maybe someone was think-
ing about selling informa-
tion to the other side, a kind 
of  monetizing of  the outgo-
ing presidency.

A special counsel was 
appointed by the DOJ to 
investigate the case of  the 
purloined papers. Think: a 
kind of  Wizard of  Oz oper-
ating behind a screen.

Starting in early Novem-
ber, more secret documents 
were discovered, this time in offices and 
homes owned or formerly occupied by 
President Biden. He said he was sur-
prised that classified material turned up 
under his watch, and his people did move 
with alacrity to give the paperwork back 
to the proper authorities in the govern-
ment. Still.

Who is minding the store? How do 
secrets get passed around and land in 
somebody’s garage? A second special 
counsel was appointed. Now we have two 

wizards.
Let me retreat a bit. After all, I did lose 

my most precious Covid-19 vaccine card 
just a week after I got the jab in January 
2021. I awoke in the middle of  the night 
and couldn’t remember where I had put it 

for super-safekeeping. I 
began to toss the room and 
the closet. 

After two days of  misery, 
I tried to contact someone at 
the vaccine location. Some-
one there told me I had to 
appear in person, and even 
then I might not be success-
ful. So I started all over 
again, searching my room 
and closets and, in case I 
really misplaced it, the 
fridge and the inside of  my 
sneakers. On Day 4 I found 
the card exactly where I had 

put it originally, in a drawer. So I under-
stand these lapses, but my vaccine card 
isn’t a nuclear code.

Biden apparently set down some 
papers and then forgot where they were, 
or when they needed to be returned to the 
government archives. More likely, he 
didn’t think about it all, and it was his 
staff  that messed up.

Not so much with the other guy, who 
claimed possession of  what were clearly 
classified papers and hired lawyers to 

fight the government’s request to return 
the papers to safekeeping.

I once forgot to turn off  the stove. 
Another time, I misplaced the code for my 
bicycle lock. Nearly every day I forget 
why I jumped up to run upstairs.

But shouldn’t the Secret Service, 
Homeland Security, the FBI, the presi-
dent’s briefers and the CIA do better? 
Hell, I did better hiding my diary from my 
sister when I was 12. No way MI-5 or the 
code breakers of  Bletchley Park would 
have stashed spy secrets under a cushion.

I was surprised, but not really 
shocked, to find the eyes-only documents 
in my toaster oven. How to get rid of  
them? Roast? Convection bake? Air fry? I 
tried them all, and now I have a pile of  
ashes in my oven that I probably have to 
bake into another meatloaf, for security 
reasons.

This may not be the end of  the story. 
All the president’s men and women some-
how thought it was OK to store spycraft 
information in POTUS’s sock drawer or 
the ottoman at Camp David. Our govern-
ment, bless its confused leaders, appar-
ently subscribes to a special protocol for 
keeping secret documents secret, known 
as L.G.

That would be Loosey Goosey.

Copyright 2023 Randi Kreiss. Randi can be 
reached at randik3@aol.com.

Playing hide-and-seek with top secrets

RANDI
KREISS

H ell, I did 
a better 

job of hiding 
my diary from 
my sister when I 
was 12.

One of  my all-time favorite come-
dians was Groucho Marx. He 
always had the right response 
to the question of  the moment. 

He used to say, “No matter what you ask 
for, the answer is no.” That describes the 
crazy new Republican majority in the 
House of  Representatives.

For decades, the federal government 
has been provid-
ing funds for 
Social Security, 
Medicare, Home-
land Security and 
the Department of  
Defense.  Most 
rational people 
will tell you that 
these are crucial 
parts of  the gov-
ernment, but vari-
ous members of  
the new majority 
have targeted 

these programs for extinction.
When asked why they would seek to 

end one of  these key programs, the indi-
vidual Republican members would 
answer, “Because I don’t like it.” The 
idea that many members of  the new 
majority want to bring government to its 
knees should be a warning sign to every 
American.

The Republican effort to dismantle 
American government is nothing new to 
political observers. Hundreds of  Republi-

can candidates who have run for Con-
gress have campaigned on the promise to 
make government smaller. They made it 
a point never to explain which programs 
they were after, because they knew spe-
cifics would kill them.

Eliminating programs 
goes along with the entire 
package of  rules that were 
just adopted by the House 
of  Representatives under 
the leadership of  its new 
speaker, Kevin McCarthy. 
McCarthy has wanted to be 
speaker for over a decade. 
In 2015 he lost the job to 
John Boehner, and Boehner 
gave it to Paul Ryan. This 
year, for McCarthy, the 
speakership was now or 
never.

To avoid never, he agreed to a set of  
rules changes that at best could be 
described as insane. At the top of  the list 
is a rule that will allow any one of  the 
435 House members to make a motion to 
take away the speakership from McCar-
thy.

Another rule allows members to sin-
gle out any federal agency and vote to 
eliminate its budget. Because the House 
is empowered to craft the government’s 
spending plan, this rule could wipe out 
the entire budget of  the Defense Depart-
ment or the allocation for Medicare, with 
little or no debate in the House. The 

Democratic Senate will no doubt vote 
against such changes, but that would 
leave the country without a budget.

What spells more trouble is a require-
ment that any increase in the debt ceil-
ing must be matched by reductions in 

federal spending, which 
could target Social Security 
and Medicare. What is the 
next ugly byproduct of  
McCarthy’s failure to give 
into the far-right mob?

Spending limits, coun-
terbalanced by cuts in pro-
grams, would create the 
possibility that Congress 
would default on its 
requirement to pay the 
nation’s debt. A debt 
default could lead to a glob-
al meltdown and a down-

grading of  America’s credit rating. The 
Republican House majority threatened 
debt default under President Barack 
Obama, but in the end, the Republicans 
came to their senses and approved the 
borrowing to keep the government func-
tioning.

Apparently, rules changes weren’t 
enough for the 20 or so fringe House 
members as McCarthy sold his soul. In 
addition to giving in to them on rules, he 
agreed to appoint them to key commit-
tees, including the powerful Rules Com-
mittee. In effect, the group of  20 will have 
more power than the other 202 members 

of  the House majority.
It is important to explain the signifi-

cance of  the appointment of  troublemak-
ers to the Rules Committee. The commit-
tee has the authority to do virtually any-
thing during the course of  consideration 
of  a measure, including deeming it 
passed. It can rewrite parts of  a bill, or 
the entire measure. House members such 
as Lauren Boebert, of  Colorado, can hold 
the committee hostage. It’s a recipe for 
disaster.

Some readers might call these obser-
vations partisan, but any student of  gov-
ernment will tell you that all of  these 
changes are a recipe for disaster. As an 
example of  the thinking of  this power 
cluster, Rep. Jim Jordan, of  Ohio, was 
asked why he favored cuts in the Defense 
Department, and he answered that there 
are too may generals in the military, and 
we have to get rid of  many of  them. 

When all of  these so-called reformers 
announced their plans, I thought of  the 
word “clowns,” and then the song “Send 
in the Clowns” popped up in my think-
ing. Clowns are funny, but not this group 
of  them.

Jerry Kremer was an Assemblyman for 23 
years, and chaired the Assembly’s Ways 
and Means Committee for 12 years. He 
now heads Empire Government Strate-
gies, a business development and legisla-
tive strategy firm. Comments about this 
column? jkremer@liherald.com.
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Herald editorial
We don’t need Albany’s concrete fist in Nassau

New York has lost Oyster Bay.
Well, more accurately, the state 

has lost 300,000 people — the 
town’s population — in just a sin-

gle year. 
Only California lost more people from 

domestic migration in the past year, and it 
wasn’t by much. But at least according to 
census numbers, New York can only watch 
as an average of  820 people move to anoth-
er state. Each day.

Those are the kinds of  numbers you’d 
expect from a state that’s struggling finan-
cially. But New York is anything but. In 
fact, it’s hard to find a time when New York 
was more prosperous. It’s just a prosperity 
that far too many people can’t afford to 
take part in.

“Over the last 10 years, our state had 
created 1.2 million jobs, but only 400,000 
new homes,” Gov. Kathy Hochul said in 
her recent State of  the State address. 

Without a robust supply of  homes, pric-
es remain high. That’s great for developers 
and landlords, but bad for everyone else. 
The simple fact is, if  our family members, 
friends and neighbors can’t afford to live 
in our communities, they’ll find a neigh-
borhood where they can.

“Many forces led to this state of  affairs,” 
Hochul said. 

“But front and center are the local land-
use policies that are the most restrictive in 
the nation. Through zoning, local commu-
nities hold enormous power to block 
growth.”

There are certainly benefits to such 
power, like preserving neighborhoods’ sub-
urban single-family feel. But that feel isn’t 
cheap. The median sales price of  homes in 
Nassau County in 2021 was $620,000, 
according to the state’s taxation and 
finance department. Outside New York 
City, the closest counties are Rockland, at 
$550,000, and Suffolk, at $510,000.

To afford a home like that, you’d have to 

make at least $45 an hour — nearly three 
times the minimum wage. A typical salary 
in New York pays a little less than $25.

But you can’t work in New York if  you 
can’t live in New York. And with the 
dearth of  truly affordable housing, that 
just isn’t happening. It’s not that our local 
government officials don’t want affordable 
housing. It’s just that many don’t like the 
best way to create such housing: apart-
ment buildings.

“Between full-on bans of  multifamily 
homes, and onerous zoning and approval 
processes, they make it difficult — even 
impossible — to build new homes,” Hochul 
said. “Think about that. People want to live 
here, but local decisions to limit growth 
mean they cannot. Local governments can 
— and should — make different choices.”

Those choices need to begin here. 
Between 2010 and 2018, the governor said, 
counties like Nassau granted fewer build-
ing permits per capita than virtually all 
suburban counties across New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, Northern Virginia and Southern Cal-
ifornia.

“With less supply, demand drives up 
prices,” Hochul said. “And who gets 
squeezed? Middle-income families and 
low-income families.”

Yet, not to fear, Hochul has a plan to fix 
it. She calls it the New York Housing Com-
pact, and its intent is to build 800,000 new 
homes in the state over the next decade, 
setting “clear expectations for the growth 
we need, while at the same time giving 
localities plenty of  tools, flexibility and 
resources to stimulate growth.”

Doing that requires downstate localities 
like Nassau to increase their housing 
stocks by 3 percent every three years. That 
can happen through redevelopment of  
dilapidated sites like old malls and office 
parks, incentivizing new housing produc-
tion, or simply updating zoning rules.

In return, Hochul said, the state will 
offer new funding for schools, roads and 
sewers while removing some of  the 
bureaucratic barriers standing in the way 
of  new housing.

But failure to meet these goals on 
Hochul’s timetable means facing the gover-
nor’s mighty concrete fist. Albany will 
override local authority, and implement 
what she calls a “new fast-track approval 
process” to get home construction under 
way.

That’s one step too far. Forcing such 
change by trampling local government not 
only makes a bad mess worse, but also sets 
a bad precedent for the kind of  power the 
governor wields over these communities.

What the concrete fist needs is a velvet 
glove in the form of  incentives, as well as 
good education on what properly planned 
housing can bring.

There is a constant fear of  city 
encroachment on our suburban way of  
life, but even a good suburb finds room for 
everyone from every walk of  life. 

How often do we hear friends talk about 
how much they enjoy visiting the vibrant 
town centers of  places like Rockville Cen-
tre, Long Beach and Farmingdale? All of  
that is thanks to multifamily housing done 
right — not just for those who don’t neces-
sarily make a lot of  money, but for our 
young neighbors, who are just starting out 
in the world, and our older neighbors, 
looking to downsize and enjoy a simpler 
life.

This can happen by shining light on 
these successes, and how housing diversity 
grows neighborhoods rather than destroy-
ing them.

But let’s do it without the threats, with-
out the negativity. Let’s provide the right 
incentives to make housing more afford-
able in our communities, and show why 
our Nassau County neighborhoods are 
indeed the best places to live.

letters
Next week, a nationwide focus 
on school choice
To the Editor:

You likely don’t need me to tell you that chil-
dren all over the country are suffering the aca-
demic consequences of  the pandemic, and New 
York is no exception. 

A 2022 survey revealed that 52 percent of  
American families were looking for a new 
school. To put it in personal terms, in a class-
room of  25 students, 13 families are not satisfied 
with the education their children are receiving. 

A great K-12 education for every child is no 
small undertaking, and we know there are many 
learning environments that help different stu-
dents achieve their potential. 

Every child is different — with different abili-
ties, personality and needs. In a place like New 
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Letters Framework by Carol Vallone

Catching Cinderella up on the news 1,100 miles away — Walt Disney World, Orlando

opinions
Pence can persuade America he’s the president it needs

o ne thing I should have learned 
from my 28 years in Congress 
and the 15 years before that in 
the maelstrom of  New York 

politics and government is that political 
life is very tough and all-consuming — 
especially at the national level.

Now that I’m away from the incessant 
turbulence of  campaigning, and can 

wake up in the 
morning knowing 
I can go back to 
sleep and not have 
to worry during 
the day about pry-
ing reporters or 
angry constitu-
ents, I am increas-
ingly aware of  
how unnatural the 
political world can 
be — and usually 
is.

This was rein-
forced for me during a recent meeting 
and subsequent radio interview with for-
mer Vice President Mike Pence. The 
meeting was in the fifth-floor Manhattan 
office of  the Red Apple companies head-
ed by John Catsimatidis, one of  New 
York’s most successful entrepreneurs 
and business leaders. Among John’s 
companies is 77WABC Radio, which has 

become a major political force in New 
York.

(Full disclosure: I am a 77WABC con-
tributor and co-host, and consider Mike 
Pence a good friend.)

The meeting with the former vice 
president was the latest of  
many that Catsimatidis has 
had with prospective 
national and statewide can-
didates and political heavy-
weights. Joining him were 
a number of  executives, 
staff  members and Sid 
Rosenberg, who hosts the 
station’s most popular 
show.

It went well from the 
start. Though his questions 
about a possible presiden-
tial candidacy were prob-
ing, Catsimatidis made clear his admira-
tion and respect for Pence. As did the 
participants. Pence’s demeanor was calm 
and relaxed, and his answers were 
thoughtful and coherent.

Following the 50-minute meeting, 
John, Mike Pence, Sid Rosenberg and I 
took the elevator down to the 77WABC 
studio on the second floor to record inter-
views with Sid for “Sid and Friends,” 
and with John and me for “Cats at 
Night.” On both floors, there were the 

requisite photos with staff  members, stu-
dio workers and technicians. Mike Pence 
handled it all with smiles and good 
humor. Then he was off  to his next 
engagement with his four staff  assis-
tants.

All of  this sounds calm 
and rational. But think of  
how many times Mike 
Pence must go through this 
drill. How many business 
and political leaders, how 
many special-interest advo-
cates and former politi-
cians must Mike Pence 
meet, and how many radio 
and television interviews 
must he do, realizing that 
one word or expressed 
thought taken out of  con-
text could endanger — or 

even torpedo — his possible campaign?
How many big cities, suburban cen-

ters and small towns must he visit? How 
many early mornings and late nights 
will he have?

How will he keep to his endless sched-
ule? I couldn’t help but notice the under-
standably tense looks on the faces of  the 
Pence assistants trying to keep him at 
least reasonably close to his schedule 
without offending anyone at these meet-
ings, while thinking about how they 

would explain his lateness at the next 
meeting, and the meetings after that.

Mike Pence’s real challenges, though, 
as he thinks through a presidential run, 
are:

 ■ Figuring out how to claim justifiable 
credit for his real contributions to the 
Trump-Pence administration while dis-
claiming the Trump excesses — particu-
larly the shameful events of  Jan. 6, 2021, 
when Pence acted with courage and 
honor.

 ■ Understanding how, in a time of  polit-
ical anger and rage, such a sharply divid-
ed nation can be persuaded to get behind 
a candidate of  experience, knowledge 
and calm demeanor.

These challenges must be met while 
enduring the exhausting rigors of  end-
less travel, interminable meetings, rais-
ing campaign funds, and unexpected 
news stories about the latest misadven-
tures of  Donald Trump. It won’t be easy. 
It will certainly be difficult. But I, for 
one, hope that Mike Pence stays in the 
arena, perseveres, and makes the run.

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of  the House Committee on 
Homeland Security. A version of  this 
essay previously appeared in The Hill.

H e should 
claim 

credit for his 
contributions 
while disclaiming 
Trump’s excesses.

York, families need the flexibility 
to choose the school that will set 
their child up for success — wheth-
er it’s a traditional public school, a 
public charter school, a public 
magnet school, a private school, 
online learning or home-schooling.

If  it’s been a while since you 
had school-aged children, you may 
not realize just how different the 
landscape of  options is than it was 
even a decade ago. 

A 2022 survey by the Harris Poll 
revealed that since the pandemic, 
home-schooling and public charter 
schools were the first and second 
most popular options for parents 
who decided to switch their chil-
dren’s schools. 

What’s more, some six in 10 par-
ents said their children were hap-
pier with the change. 

On the other hand, interest in 
open enrollment in traditional 
public schools, as well as magnet 
schools, remains high. Private 
school  choice pro g rams have 
expanded in many states in the 
last few years, and learning pods 
and micro-schools are a new and 
growing option.

But time is of  the essence. Due 
to the explosion of  education 
options in many places, applica-
tion deadlines often fall as early as 

January for the next academic 
year. 

The upcoming National School 
Choice Week — Jan. 22-28 — will 
streamline things for parents 
through a national public aware-
ness campaign and thousands of  
events hosted by schools around 
the country. 

Parents who have chosen a 
school they love can also empower 
others by sharing their own expe-
riences. 

All families can help their kids 
achieve academic success. 

The first step is to choose the 
perfect school fit, and the best way 
to do that is by being aware of  the 
local options and regulations. 

To learn about the academic 
alternatives in New York, parents 
can visit SchoolChoiceWeek.com/
new-york.

While parents in New York and 
across the country are exploring 
and choosing schools next week, I 
hope they can count on all of  our 
support.

SHelBY DOYle
Nashville, Tennessee

Doyle is vice president of  public 
awareness of  the National School 
Choice Awareness Foundation.

peter  
kinG
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