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Assessing the 
Suozzi legacy
Congressman was committed to 
the country, and his hometown
By LAURA LANE
llane@liherald.com

For mer U.S .  Re p.  Tom 
Suozzi’s legacy is rich with 
accomplishments helping the 
North Shore, from 
securing money 
for a roof  for Sid 
Jacobson JCC to 
ensuring the reha-
bilitation of  the 
Roslyn Grist Mill 
is federally fund-
ed. 

A n d  h e ’ s 
always been there 
for his hometown 
of  Glen Cove and 
its residents.

Glen Cove resi-
dent Howard Still-
wagon has known 
Suozzi his entire 
l i f e.  A n  A r my 
combat soldier in 
Vietnam, Stillwag-
on has post-trau-
matic stress disor-
der from his ser-
vice. Unable to sleep at night, 
among other issues, he applied 
for a service dog from Ameri-
cas VetDogs in 2021, but after a 
phone interview, was rejected. 
Stillwagon appealed the deci-
sion and then asked Suozzi for 
help. 

“Within a week I got a call to 
go in for an in-person inter-
view,” Stillwagon said.“They 
took me for a tour and every-
thing and I was put on the wait-

ing list.”
Stillwagon was 

united with a ser-
vice dog a year 
later.  “Cr uiser 
goes everywhere 
with me,” he said. 
“Tom helped me 
out. He’s a lovely 
person who has 
always been kind 
to me and my fam-
ily.”

During his six 
years as congress-
man for the 3rd 
District, the Dem-
ocrat secured mil-
lions of  dollars for 
community proj-
ects. 

Suozzi secured 
$2 million for Cold 
S p r i n g  H a r b o r 
Laboratory for its 

Next Generation Artificial 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  C e n t e r  f o r 
Advanced Cancer Diagnostics. 
The project supports advanced 
cancer research through state-
of-the-art technology. It will 
provide in-depth study of  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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RYAN DOHERTY, GRAND marshal of this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade, left, is presented with the 
drum major’s mace — used to direct the band — by a piper from the Police Emerald Society of 
Westchester County. Doherty, a member of the group, was invited to lead its Pipes and Drums. 
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Sept. 11 first responder will 
lead St. Patrick’s Day parade
By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove’s St. Patrick’s Day parade will 
mark its 35th anniversary with Bayville resi-
dent and 9/11 first responder Ryan Doherty 
leading the way as the historic parade’s grand 
marshal.

 Doherty, who will help celebrate the heri-
tage and rich culture of  the Irish, was an easy 
choice for the honor by this year’s parade com-
mittee. 

Typically, choosing a grand marshal takes 
time. The parade committee usually has a few 

choices, but this year, organizers knew 
instantly who they wanted to represent their 
community. 

“When someone suggests the likes of  Ryan, 
we know we are not going any further,” said 
Andy Stafford, the parade’s treasurer.

Doherty was born in Smithtown in 1974, 
and his upbringing was deeply influenced by 
his Irish immigrant parents, William and 
Teresa Doherty. His father is one of  the 
parade’s founders and a former grand marshal. 

Doherty’s involvement in the Irish commu-
nity is plentiful as an avid bagpiper for the 

I n this crazy 
world that 

we’re living in, we 
are so divided 
these days. I 
managed to work 
across the aisle 
and get things 
done with the 
Problem Solvers.

TOM SUOZZI
former congressman
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By MICHAEL MALASZCZYK
mmalaszczyk@liherald.com

It’s a vital component of  the property 
tax system, yet for the third straight year, 
Nassau County won’t be conducting a tax 
assessment of  homes and businesses.

Such a freeze first gained momentum 
under former Nassau County Executive 
Ed Mangano, but lifted by his successor, 
Laura Curran. However, the freeze was re-
implemented during Covid-19, and now 
continues under Bruce Blakeman’s tenure. 

The difference — at least according to 
the county legislatures Democratic minor-
ity — is that Blakeman campaigned 
against Curran, promising to roll back the 
tax increases caused by the reassessments 
done under her administration. Yet, they 
still remain frozen. 

“As housing prices soared at an unprec-
edented rate during the worst of  the pan-
demic, the minority supported a tempo-
rary freeze to protect property owners 
from dramatic swings in a remarkably tur-
bulent market,” minority spokesman Dan-
iel Schrafel said. “However, ‘temporary’ is 
key. History has demonstrated that freez-
ing the tax rolls for extended periods dis-
torts assessed values to such a degree that 
the only way for property owners to pro-
tect themselves from overpaying is to 
grieve. We must do everything in our 
power to break this unjust, exploitative 
cycle.”

The reassessments are supposed to hap-
pen annually to review property value and 

tax property owners accordingly. When 
they don’t happen, properties that have 
risen in value become under-taxed, while 
those that may have dropped end up pay-
ing a higher tax than they would have oth-
erwise.

The value of  property impacts school 
taxes and other issues.

When in office, Curran called the reas-
sessment process “corrupt” and “broken.” 

The Democrat pledged to fix it in a 2018 
opinion piece published in the Herald, 
only to freeze it once again during the pan-
demic.

Democrats now criticizes Blakeman for 
the continuing the freeze despite the eco-
nomic pressures of  the pandemic subsid-
ing, particularly in light of  Blakeman’s 
promise to do so.

“Mr. Blakeman vowed to rescind the 

county’s increases that he blamed on the 
recent assessment,” Democratic county 
legislator Debra Mulé said. “That basically 
means that if  you’re over-assessed, you’ll 
be stuck paying more than your fair share 
of  taxes this year, unless you successfully 
grieve your assessment.”

State Sen. Kevin Thomas joined in the 
chorus against the freeze to highlight that 
grievance process.

“Every homeowner in Nassau has 
received solicitations from tax grievance 
workers, myself  included,” Thomas said. 
“These grievance workers use deceitful 
tactics that lead many to believe filing a 
grievance is just too complicated for the 
average resident. 

“That is not the case — homeowners 
can file grievances themselves. You are not 
required to use an attorney or a specialist, 
nor is there a fee to file. You can even file 
online from today until March 1 by your-
self. It should be as simple as that.”

Thomas introduced a bill in Albany 
intending to bring more trust and trans-
parency to the tax grievance process.

For his part, Blakeman called the 
phase-in plan of  his predecessor a failure, 
and says it won’t expire until next year. He 
is extending the grievance deadline, how-
ever, from March 1 to April 3.

“My administration has reviewed the 
comptroller’s comprehensive audit that 
uncovered many inaccuracies in valua-
tions,” Blakeman said in a statement, “and 
I felt it was important to give residents 
additional time to grieve.”

Blakeman not yet ready to unfreeze assessments

Michael Malaszczyk/Herald

STATE SEN. KEVIN Thomas, second from left, was joined by Nassau County Legislators 
Carrié Solages, far left, Debra Mule, and Joshua Lafazan at a news conference to discuss 
the county’s freezing of property tax assessments for a third consecutive year. County 
Executive Bruce Blakeman is extending the grievance deadline to April 3.
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

The North Shore Historical Museum celebrat-
ed Burns night, a celebration of  the famous Bard 
of  Scotland, Robert Burns, and all things Scottish. 
The annual festivities are a welcome excuse for a 
feast, music, dancing, and boasting about Scot-
land’s cultural contribution to the world. 

Burns Night is considered Scotland’s other 
national day, alongside St. Andrew’s Day in 
November. The museum’s Jan. 24 event was a rare 
chance to see champion fiddler Calum Pasqua and 
performer David McCormick. Pasqua is known as 
the first American invited to, and win, the Glen-
fiddich Fiddle Championship held at Blair Castle 
in Scotland. McCormick has been widely received 
for his annual performances at Mohonk Mountain 
Houses Scottish weekend. 

 Burns is widely celebrated as the greatest 
Scottish poet, and one of  the renowned poets in 
history. He wrote his first poem at 16 and wrote 
more than 700 poems and songs throughout his 
life. 

The first Burns Night was celebrated over 200 
years ago, when nine of  Burns’ close friends gath-
ered to mark the fifth anniversary of  their friend’s 
death. It took place at Burns Cottage in Alloway 
and included a meal of  haggis and performances 
of  Burns’ work. The celebration’s popularity has 
only grown over the years.

Burns, known familiarly as “Rabbie” in Scot-
land, was a pioneer of  the Romantic Movement 
known for capturing the sound and soul of  rural 
Scotland and Scottish history in the late 18th cen-
tury. Burns was a champion of  the Scots language 
at a time when it was not popular in literary cir-

cles. Many of  his works became famous, such as 
“Auld Lang Syne,” while his influence is sprinkled 
throughout the American consciousness. John 
Steinbeck’s famous novel “Of  Mice and Men,” 
which takes its name from a line of  Burns’ poetry, 
is a well-known example of  his influence. 

Burns was going to move from Scotland to 
Jamaica but decided against this when sales of  
his poetry collection “Poems Chiefly in the Scot-
tish Dialect” also known as the Kilmarnock Vol-
ume, took off. He moved to Edinburgh instead, 
where a second edition of  his poetry book was 
published. For all his fame, Burns never forgot his 
humble roots. His love for farming stayed with 
him throughout his life and his writing often dealt 
with issues affecting the poorer classes, notably 
highlighting the need for greater social equality. 

Burns Night, traditionally held on his birthday 
Jan. 25, is an unofficial national celebration in 
Scotland and is widely celebrated in parts of  
America and other former British colonies with 
many Scottish descendants. While the museum’s 
Burns Night didn’t take place on the poet’s birth-
day, it had many of  the classic features of  tradi-
tional Burns Nights, including a wide range of  
fresh Scottish delicacies. 

The evening also featured music and vocal per-
formances by Glen Cove’s own Gaitley Stevenson-
Mathews and Jim Stevenson-Mathews.

Stevenson-Mathews is descendent from Scots 
who settled in the Cape Fear region of  the Caroli-
nas and is often called on to perform his Scottish 
repertoire at Highland games and festivals. 

Pianist Jim Stevenson-Mathews is a founding 
member of  the Scottish dance band Highland 
Oasis and frequently performs with contra dance 
band Fish Family. 

Lads and lassies celebrate Burns night in style

Roni Chastain/Herald

DAVID MCCORMICK, LEFT, Calum Pasqua, Jim Stevenson-Matthews and Gaitley Stevenson-Matthews were the night’s performers. Each of them helped carry the memory and tradi-
tions of Robert Burns to a new generation of Scotts. Fiddle player Calum Pasqua, who played during the evening, is the first American to win the Glenfiddich Fiddle Championship. 

GAITLEY STEVENSON-MATHEWS SANG traditional Scottish music to 
celebrate the life and works of Robert Burns. 



Glen Cove police arrested 29-year-old 
Derrick Dyer following an eight-month 
investigation that led to an alleged drug 
trafficking operation. The joint investiga-
tion between the Glen Cove Police Crime 
Prevention Unit, DEA Task Force and 
Nassau Narcotics Unit resulted in the 
Feb. 10 arrest of  Dyer on Glen Cove Ave-
nue. Glen Cove detectives Christopher 
Paolillo and Brain Glennon, along with 
members of  the DEA task Force made the 
arrest. 

Police say Dyer was also in possession 
of  an undisclosed quantity of  cocaine 
and illegal pills. He was charged with 
additional drug charges and authorities 
have also accused him of  multiple drug 
sales. 

The investigation began with a near 
fatal overdose that occurred in Glen Cove 
last May. Glen Cove Police Lt. John Nagle 
said they received leads to Dyer through 
cell phone records and other ways link-
ing him to the original sale of  drugs.

Undercover police conducted three 
drug buys with Dyer. Each time, they say 
he sold them pills that were laced with 
fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that is up to 
50 times stronger than heroin and 100 
times stronger than morphine. Fentanyl 
is a major contributor to fatal and nonfa-
tal overdoses in the United States. 

According to the CDC, the number of  
drug overdose deaths has increased by 

nearly 30 percent from 2019 to 2020 and 
has quintupled since 1999. Nearly 75 per-
cent of  the 91,799 drug overdose deaths 
in 2020 involved an opioid. From 2019 to 
2020, there were significant changes in 
opioid-involved death rates.

A search of  Dyer’s residence on Madi-
son Avenue in Glen Cove uncovered an 
assault rifle, a loaded handgun, multiple 
high-capacity magazines, ammunition, a 
bulletproof  vest, five pounds of  marijua-
na, and over $6,000 in cash. 

Dyer was charged with five counts of  
criminal possession of  a controlled sub-
stance, six counts of  criminal possession 
of  a controlled substance, four counts of  
criminal sale of  a controlled substance, 
two counts of  criminal possession of  a 
weapon, criminal possession of  an 
assault weapon, criminal possession of  a 
firearm, and criminal possession of  can-
nabis.

Nagle said the collaboration between 
the Glen Cove Detective Division and the 
DEA Task Force successfully prevented 
the drugs from entering the community.

Dyer denies the charges. After making 
bail, he told News 12 Long Island that he 
feels as though he has been framed. 
Despite his claims, authorities say they 
have sufficient evidence for their case.

“If  you're going to deal fentanyl and 
drugs, don't do it here in Glen Cove,” 
Nagle said.

Authorities arrest Derrick Dyer, 
of Glen Cove, in major drug bust

Herald file 

GlEN COVE POlICE arrested Derrick Dyer for a drug trafficing operation in Glen Cove. 
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 Medicaid Asset Protection Trust Myths
Why don’t more people do the Medicaid 

Asset Protection Trust (MAPT)? The answer 
is that clients often get the wrong advice from 
well meaning but ill informed professionals, 
family and friends. Here are some of the most 
common MAPT myths. 

1. You Can’t Sell the House. The MAPT 
may sell the house at any time. The money is 
paid to the MAPT. You may invest the money 
and use the income for a rental or you may 
purchase another residence in the name of 
the MAPT. The five year clock does not start 
over. 

2. You Lose Your Property Tax 
Exemptions. Properly drafted MAPT’s 
preserve your Senior, STAR and Veteran’s 
exemptions as well as the exemption from 
capital gains on the sale of the primary 
residence —$500,000 for a couple or 
$250,000 for a single person. 

3. It Takes Five Years. While it takes 
five years to protect ALL of your assets from 
long-term care in a facility, the time “pro 

rates”. For example, if you have to go into a 
nursing home four years after you set up the 
MAPT, you only have to pay for the one year 
that is left. 

4. You Can’t Get Your Money. The trust 
pays you all of the income. Principal may be 
gifted from the trust in any amount to any of 
your heirs. 

5. The MAPT Cannot Be Revoked. 
Strange as it may seem, in New York you 
may revoke an irrevocable trust. Here’s why. 
It’s irrevocable because you, the grantor, 
cannot revoke it alone. However, New York 
has another rule on the books that says that 
if every person named in the irrevocable 
trust agrees in writing that they no longer 
want the trust, then you may revoke it on 
consent of all the named parties. Since that 
is just you and your adult children, it is 
usually a simple matter to accomplish. If a 
child won’t sign, we simply amend the trust 
to remove them and then their signature is 
no longer needed.

Attorney advertising
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A 9/11 first responder, and former congressional candidate Michael Weinstock

George Santos update

By ANA BORRUTO
aborruto@liherald.com

U.S. Rep. George Santos — who remains 
the center of  controversy around his trail 
of  reported falsehoods — welcomed an 
unexpected guest to last week’s State of  
the Union address. Notable because of  his 
own debunked claims surrounding how 
his mother’s death was tied to the Sept. 11 
attacks, when instead, she was allegedly in 
Brazil between 1998 and 2003. 

Despite that, joining Santos to hear 
President Joe Biden on Feb. 7 was Michael 
Weinstock, a former firefighter and 9/11 
first responder, who suffers from neuropa-
thy related to his heroic work more than 
two decades ago. 

In the days following the attack on 
Lower Manhattan, the Great Neck resident 
was there at ground zero clearing rubble 
and searching for survivors. He was diag-
nosed with neuropathy — severe pain asso-
ciated with nerve damage — in 2016. 

Weinstock is well aware of  Santos’ own 
claims about Sept. 11, but told reporters he 
accepted the congressman’s invitation to 
Washington because he wanted to raise 
awareness of  the health care needs of  9/11 
emergency workers — especially firefight-
ers with neuropathy. 

“This is an issue that transcends poli-
tics and speaks to my heart,” Weinstock 
said in a statement provided by Santos’s 
office. “I am a proud Democrat, and Con-
gressman Santos is equally proud to be a 
member of  the GOP. However, we speak 
with a unified voice, and we encourage the 
World Trade Center Health Program to 
include neuropathy as a ‘covered condi-
tion.’”

Although Weinstock said he didn’t vote 
for Santos or contribute money to his cam-
paign, the two share a bit of  a history — or 
a similar background, at least, in running 
for office. 

Weinstock ran for the congressional 
seat now held by Santos in 2020 against 
then-U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi. At the time, he 
told the Herald he hoped to become “the 
first 9/11 firefighter elected to Congress, 
and first openly gay person to represent 
New York City — or Long Island — in Con-
gress.” 

On the 20th anniversary of  the attacks 
in 2021, Santos posted a photo of  Wein-
stock to his Instagram page thanking him 
for his service and “brave, heroic actions.” 

Weinstock thanked Santos for his kind 
words and called him a “mensch,” a Yid-
dish word for a person of  integrity. Santos 
previously asserted he is the grandson of  

Jewish refugees of  the Holocaust — a 
claim that’s also been challenged by news 
outlets. 

In a recent interview with SiriusXM 
radio host Howard Stern, Weinstock said 
he shared a story of  Santos coming to visit 
him when he was ill and unable to walk. 
The congressman checked in on Wein-
stock’s health several times, urging him to 
give him a call if  he was ever “feeling sui-
cidal.”

During his 2022 run for Congress, San-
tos offered Weinstock an online crowd-
funding page to raise money for his medi-
cal care, but Weinstock said he declined, 
fearing it would be used as part of  Santos’ 
political campaign, according to The New 
York Times. Santos also promised Wein-
stock he would sponsor a bill in Congress 
to amend the Zadroga Act — which pro-
vides compensation for 9/11 first respond-
ers — and expand coverage to neuropathy, 
as well as to thousands of  first responders 
not currently included in the program. 

In addition to being a volunteer fire-
fighter and EMT, Weinstock is also a for-
mer assistant district attorney in Brook-
lyn’s special victims unit. Weinstock told 
reporters he was fired from his former law 
firm, Mullen PC, when they learned he 
would be Santos’s State of  the Union guest 

— calling the congressman “toxic” and 
not wanting to have any association with 
him. 

Still, Weinstock told The Times he was 
touched by Santos’ concern for his condi-
tion and hoped to bring further aware-
ness, but still found the congressman’s 
actions over the credibility of  his past as 
“inexcusable.” 

Casey Sabella, a Glen Cove resident 
and community organizer with Courage 
for America, said Weinstock had been a 
member of  her private Facebook group, 
“Hold George Santos Accountable,” with 
more than 1,200 other members. 

Weinstock was quite active on the 
social media channel, but when she and 
other members found out he was going to 
be Santos’ State of  the Union guest, she 
said the group was “surprised, but not 
surprised.” 

However, he crossed enough of  a line to 
no longer be a member of  her group. 

“We knew the guy was kind of  support-
ive of  Santos, but you can support some-
one and also hold them accountable, so we 
left him in the group,” Sabella said. “He 
went to the State of  the Union with this 
man. At that point, I’m not sure if  you can 
engage that deeply and hold something 
accountable at the same time.” 

Meet George Santos’ State of the Union special guest 
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Suozzi never forgot his hometown of Glen Cove
tumors with a goal to characterize dif-
ferent cell types and allow for earlier 
detection of  cancerous cells.

According to Charles Prizzi, the 
senior vice president at Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory, the not-for-profit 
research programs in cancer and neuro-
science encourages high school students 
to become scientists, hosting a summer 
program. In 2020, before the coronavirus 
pandemic, Suozzi hosted a reception for 
the high school students who were 
Regeneron Scholars from his district 
presenting them with a congratulatory 
certificate. 

“Congressman Suozzi is a great advo-
cate for the Cold Spring Harbor Lab,” 
Prizzi said. “We will miss him in Con-
gress and are grateful for this important 
financial assistance.” 

Glen Cove Hospital received $2 mil-
lion through Suozzi’s efforts for its Geri-
atric Center of  Excellence in March 
2022. Kerri Anne Scanlon, RN, the hospi-
tal’s executive director, said a 20 percent 
increase in residents over age 64 in Nas-
sau County in the last decade makes the 
center vital to the community.  

Residents in Glen Cove are benefit-
ting from Suozzi’s roughly $3.5 million 
appropriation for the Duck Pond Road 
water infrastructure project. The fund-
ing covered the cost for installation of  a 
packed tower aeration system at the 
well station. The former aeration was 
meeting only 60 percent of  its needs and 
reached its life expectancy. 

“Tom got us a lot of  grants and 
money to improve our water systems, 
our drinking water,” Glen Cove Mayor 
Pam Panzenbeck said. “He’s always paid 
attention to Glen Cove.”

Suozzi also moved forward the hiking 
trail project at Garvies Point Museum, 
which will extend 800 feet to connect to 
Garvies Point Road. The $294,000 grant 
will also be used to upgrade the boat-
house and the waterfront. In addition, 
funds will be used to add an elevator in 
the museum to make it handicap com-
pliant and upgrade the museum’s base-
ment classrooms. The project is project-
ed to be completed by 2023. 

Suozzi’s interest in the hiking trail is 
indicative of  who he is. Named “Envi-
ronmentalist of  the Year” for New York 
state by the League of  Conservation Vot-
ers in 2008, he has maintained his com-
mitment to the environment throughout 
his political career. 

As congressman, he increased fund-
ing for the Long Island Sound by 1,000 
percent, from $4 million in 2016 to $40 
million in 2022. 

He’s worked to keep the Sound viable 
by securing funding for a variety of  pur-
poses, including $300,000 for shellfish 
seeding. 

“I’ve always been passionate about 
the environment,” Suozzi said. “The 
Long Island Sound is like our national 
park.”

When Suozzi was elected to Congress 
in 2017, he joined the Problem Solvers 
Caucus — 29 Democrats and 29 Republi-
cans who meet weekly to try and find 
common ground — and served as the co-
vice chair. The group, committed to 
bipartisan lawmaking to end the grid-
lock in Washington, remained impor-
tant to Suozzi throughout his time in 
the House. He stayed with them until he 
left Congress.

“In this crazy world that we’re living 
in, we are so divided these days. I man-
aged to work across the aisle and get 
things done with the Problem Solvers,” 
he said. “A lot of  the big things we did 
for the country, I wasn’t the leader of  it 
necessarily, or the main person, but I 
played a big role in contributing to get 

these bipartisan bills done.”
Being a member of  the Problem Solv-

ers was a way Suozzi built personal rela-
tionships with Republicans. He was also 
a member of  an intense work-out class 
led by a Republican with a background 
in martial arts. Suozzi said he was the 
“old man” in the group and eventually 
had to stop going. But he continued to 
do his own work out there, maintaining 
the relationships he had built. 

“I just always made it a point to get to 
know people, to understand where they 
were coming from,” he said. “And even 
people I disagree with, I still tried to let 
them know that I’d work with them in 
good faith if  they were working to solve 
a problem.”

And through it all, Suozzi continued 
to help his neighbors in and around 
Glen Cove. 

When a fire broke out in August, 2021 
at Glen Cove’s Veterans of  Foreign War 
James Donohue Post 347, veterans were 
left without a home base. The cost of  
repairs was estimated at $400,000, and 
i n s u r a n c e  w a s  o f f e r i n g  o n l y 
$140,000. Stillwagon, a member of  the 
organization, asked Suozzi for his help.

Veterans are close to former U.S. Rep. 
Tom Suozzi’s heart. His father, Joseph, a 

recipient of  the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, was a World War II navigator on 
a B-24. 

 “The prime responsibility of  govern-
ment is to take care of  our veterans,” 
Suozzi said. “In Ukraine, they are fight-
ing for freedom and democracy. That’s 
what our vets have done for us.”

Hosting the fundraiser, Rebuild the 
VFW, in March 2022, Suozzi donated 
$10,000 from his congressional funds, 
which he included in the $35,000 he 
raised from donors. An additional 
$100,000 was raised. 

“I did the fundraiser as an individu-
al,” Suozzi said. “I did all kinds of  stuff  
for Glen Cove. I never forgot about my 
hometown.”

Suozzi said he misses being in Con-
gress. He left not because he didn’t like 
the job or was worried Democrats would 
be in the minority. He wanted to be gov-
ernor to help his state, which he said is 
troubled by crime, taxes and corruption 
— issues he’s been fighting for his 
entire political career. Although he lost 
the Gubernatorial Democratic Primary, 
Suozzi said he has no regrets. 

“Everything happens the way it’s 
supposed to happen,” he said. “Our sys-
tem will work.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Courtesy Tom Suozzi

CITY RESIDENTS WERE members of a committee that helped former U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, center, with a fundraiser, Rebuild the VFW, to 
help Glen Cove’s James E. Donohue Veterans of Foreign War Post 347 rebuild after a fire in 2021.
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Glen Cove Hospital
Northwell

SM

With head & neck surgery, robotic surgery, breast  
reconstruction and more, our experts are providing 
sophisticated care at its absolute best. And through  
it all, our warm, neighborly approach to care remains.

Raise your expectations of what your community's  
hospital can be.

See what's new at Northwell.edu/AdvancedCare

ADVANCED  
NEW WAYS TO  
CARE FOR YOU

NORTHWELL’S NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DOCTORS 
DELIVER COMPLEX, SPECIALIZED SERVICES  
RIGHT HERE AT GLEN COVE HOSPITAL.

1289784_Glen Cove Hospital Campaign Ad_Herald Gazette 10.25x12.75_PRINT.indd   1 9/2/22   11:18 AM
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By JUAN LASSO
jlasso@liherald.com

Commuters are riding the high of  nev-
er-before-seen rail service aimed at con-
necting the Long Island Rail Road to the 
bedrock of  Midtown Manhattan at Grand 
Central Madison. 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority celebrated a turning point 
with the long-anticipated opening of  its 
750,000-square-foot East Side Manhattan 
transit hub with the first shuttle train 
from Jamaica station on Jan. 25. Now the 
terminal is set for a full rollout of  regu-
lar train service beginning Feb. 27.

The East Side Access Project, as it was 
known, has already drawn a daily rush 
of  commuters — albeit under a limited 
format with shuttle service from the 
Queens station to Grand Central Madi-
son. 

Rather than plunging straightaway 
with full service, MTA officials said the 
station is in a soft-launch phase, enabling 
riders to slowly acclimate themselves to 
the additional shuttle service from 
Jamaica, find their way around the facili-
ty and test out commuting options.

Once Midtown’s terminal comes fully 
online, it will no doubt reorder the MTA’s 
transit system and send ripples through 
its 11 Long Island train branches, each 
offering direct or transfer service to 
Penn Station on the West Side, and 
Grand Central Madison. 

For LIRR commuters, this change will 

be felt most acutely in adapting to an 
overhauled train schedule that divvies 
up Manhattan-bound train service 
between the two sister terminals. 

Some commuters may feel more taken 
to the change than others with the prom-
ise of  greater accessibility and efficiency 
to their commutes. Still, others can’t help 
but groan over the foreseeable loss, and 
longing for their preferred service lines 
and connections.

But at least for MTA chair and chief  

executive Janno Lieber, the change is a 
net-gain for most commuters — and a 
sign of  economic renewal for the metro 
Long Island area, with a 41 percent 
increase in service. 

Grand Central Madison provides 
“faster, more convenient travel that 
brings Long Island closer to the heart of  
the City,” Leiber said, in a release. “The 
new schedules are going to be a major 
shot in the arm for the local economy 
and the effort to get people back to offic-

es, theaters and shopping.”
But critics are quick to point out that 

the often-touted 41 percent service 
increase — raising the number of  daily 
trains from 665 to 936 — is relative to cur-
rent service which has experienced a 
major cutback of  its own compared to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

Weekday ridership continues to hover 
at about 65 percent of  what it was before 
any of  us had ever heard of  Covid-19.

And while MTA officials expect nearly 
45 percent of  riders to shift over to Grand 
Central Madison, there are nagging con-
cerns about the potential travel head-
aches brought by the decline in available 
morning rush-hour train service to Penn. 

Take, for example, the fact that the 
Long Beach branch which will get 10 
additional rush hour trains from its cur-
rent 13 at Penn Station. Yet, it will have 
two fewer rush hour trains at Penn Sta-
tion with shared service lines to Grand 
Central Madison. 

“The new schedules are designed to 
have more evenly spaced trains and 
fewer large gaps in service,” MTA 
spokesman Dave Steckel said. “There 
will also be more frequent service to 
Queens and on the Ronkonkoma and 
West Hempstead branches. New service 
promises decrease travel times from 
Long Island to Manhattan, and reduce 
crowding at Penn Station.

“We will continue to monitor and 
adjust service based on ridership trends 
and other factors.”

Full LIRR service to East Side finally coming

Courtesy Metropolitan Transportation Authority

FULL PASSENGER TRAIN service from the Long Island Rail Road to Grand Central 
Madison is set to begin Feb. 27 according to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 
Limited shuttle service opened up late last month, bringing in some of the first LIRR 
passengers to Manhattan’s East Side.
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Our doctors are raising health by pioneering 
innovative approaches to cancer—from novel  
chemotherapy techniques to first-in-the-nation  
robotic mastectomies with minimal scarring. 
Because when it comes to cancer, there’s no  
status quo. There’s only “how far can we go?” 

LIJ Medical Center is in the top 10% 
of hospitals nationally for oncology, 
according to U.S. News & World Report.

Northwell.edu/NoLimits
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STEPPING OUT
Alan Doyle 
The prolifi c Canadian singer-
songwriter has boundless appeal. 
The moment he burst onto the 
scene in the early 1990s with his 
band Great Big Sea, Canadians 
fell in love with the pride of Petty 
Harbour, Newfoundland, whose 
effusive charisma and sense of 
humour was eclipsed only by his 
magnetic stage presence. His 
infl uence is now being heard in 
a new generation of artists as his 
solo work continues to endear him 
to roots music fans everywhere. 
That’s clearly evident on Doyle’s 
latest EP ‘Rough Side Out,’ which 
fi nds him collaborating with 
Canadian country music superstars 
Dean Brody and Jess Moskaluke, 
while at the same time offering his 
own distinctive interpretation of 
contemporary country. His songs all 
have a strong personal meaning, 
according to Doyle, who believes 
‘the best songwriters in any genre 
are the ones who can look in their 
own backyard and fi nd something 
they want to sing about.’

Saturday, Feb. 25, 8 p.m. 
$41, $37, $29. Jeanne Rimsky 
Theater at Landmark on Main 
Street, 232 Main St., Port 
Washington. (516) 767-6444 or 
LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

he herd is back. Kids of all ages 
are in for a thrill when Jurassic 
Quest — the traveling dinosaur 
“experience” — returns to 
Nassau Coliseum for four days 

of prehistoric adventuring. Jurassic Quest 
takes families back to the days when these 
prehistoric creatures ruled the lands, Friday 
through Monday, Feb. 17-20.
 This immersive spectacle features 
a bevy of lifelike dinosaurs — of all 
shapes and sizes — that are an impressive lot. They transform the arena 
environment to a time 165 million years ago during the Triassic, Jurassic and 
Cretaceous periods where visitors can get up-close and personal with the 
creatures.
 “They are all life-size and authentic,” Park Ranger Marty (aka Marty 
Hoffman) says. “You get to see what dinosaurs are really like, hearing the 
different sounds they made.”
 Described by Park Ranger Marty and the Jurassic Quest folks as North 
America’s largest and most realistic event, the creative team collaborates with 
leading paleontologists to ensure each dinosaur is painstakingly replicated, 
from coloration to teeth size, to textured skin, fur or feathers — drawing on 
the latest research about how we understand dinosaurs and these ancient 
creatures looked and moved. Plant settings, sound effects, lighting and 
electronics add to the authenticity of the setting.
 But perhaps what makes the experience more than just a spectacle is 
the way it pulls on the heartstrings. As Park Ranger Marty — who proclaims 
himself a “dinosaur nerd” — put it: “It’s a great time for everyone. Especially 
the kids, but also the adults. We’ve all had that time in our lives when we 
loved dinosaurs. Then we get away from it. When we take the time to see 
them through the kids’ eyes, we reconnect with that love of dinosaurs we all 
had.”

Dublin Irish Dance
The acclaimed Dublin Irish Dance 
ensemble visits Long Island with 
their new production, ‘Wings: 
A Celtic Dance Celebration.’ 
Wings features exquisite Irish 
and World champion dancers 
alongside Ireland’s musical and 
vocal virtuosos. Complete with 
original music and choreography, 
this groundbreaking production, 
infused with world dance and 
musical infl uences, will thrill 
audiences with its transformative 
emotional energy and imaginative 
design. The vivid and illuminating 
production portraying rich Irish 
heritage themes, in spectacular 
dance and musical performances 
by this superb cast that will thrill 
audiences of all ages. Everyone 
will be entranced by these world 
champion Irish dancers as they defy 
gravity in this captivating spectacle.

Friday, March 17, 8 p.m. $60, 
$45, $35. Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts, LIU Post campus, 
720 Northern Blvd., Brookville. 
(516) 299-3100 or TillesCenter.org.

•   Feb. 17-20; times vary
•   Tickets start at $22; available 

at MonsterQuest.com or 
NassauColiseum.com

•   Nassau Coliseum, Uniondale

WHERE 

WHEN

Dino daze
to 
life

Dinosaurs
of all kinds

By Karen Bloom

 It’s all self-guided, so visitors proceed at their own pace. That 
means you can approach the mighty T. rex, check out the 50-foot-long 
Spinosaurus, largest known carnivorous dinosaur, even longer and heavier 
than the T. rex, also the enormous Apatosaurus with its whip-tail, along 
with sea creatures, and many others.
 “One hundred sixty million years worth of dinosaurs are here,” Park 
Ranger Marty enthuses. 
 And there are those baby dinos, “hatched” specifi cally for Jurassic 
Quest: Cammie the Camarasaurus, Tyson the T. rex, and Trixie the 
Triceratops. 
 “People really love them,” Park Ranger Marty says. “Kids want to hang 
out and pet them. It’s an amazing thing to see. The interaction between the 
babies and the kids is really fun.”
 While the dinosaurs are the main draw, of course, the event includes a 
fossil dig, where budding paleontologists can dig up bones, along with an 
excavation site, with actual fossils and themed rides, among other activities.
 “There really is something for everyone,” Park Ranger Marty says. Plus 
an education component is worked in — and the kids won’t even realize it. 
 “We like to think of dinosaurs as the ‘gateway science,” he explains. 
“Kids are learning about biology and geology, and more, when they 
explore dinosaurs. Also other sciences like astronomy and engineering. It all 
relates back to dinosaurs andancient plants. And this all comes out of the 
kids thinking dinosaurs are cool.”

Park Ranger Marty and Dino Trainer Dustin hanging out, at left, 
with a Tylosaurus skull. Open wide! An enthusiastic young 
visitor, at right, finds his way into an Allosaur head. 



THE SCENE
Your Neighborhood

Feb.
23

Art talk
Grab your lunch and join 
Nassau County Museum of 
Art Docent Riva Ettus for her 
popular “Brown Bag Lecture” 
live, via Zoom, Thursday, 
Feb. 23, 1 p.m. She’ll discuss 
the current exhibition, “The 
Big Picture: Photography 
Now.” Participants are invited 
to ask questions at the end of 
the program. Register at least 
24 hours in advance to receive 
the program Zoom link. Also 
Feb. Nassau County Museum 
of Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn 
Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or 
NassauMuseum.org.

A Donde Llega el 
Silencio
Visit Planting Fields 
Arboretum, 1395 Planting 
Fields Road in Oyster Bay, for 
a performance by Argentinian 
musician Jacinta Clusellas, 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 6-8 
p.m. Hear tunes from her 
second EP, “A Donde Llega 
el Silencio,” with a wine and 
cheese reception following. 
For more information, call 
(516) 922-9210 or email info@
plantingfields.org.

Meet author 
Brendan Slocumb
Glen Cove Public Library offers 
a virtual program with author 
Brendan Slocumb Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, 2:30 p.m. Discuss 
Slocumb’s debut novel “The 
Violin Conspiracy,” a mystery 
about a Black classical musician 
whose family heirloom violin 
is stolen at a classical music 
competition. To register go 
to GlenCoveLibrary.org. For 
more information contact 
adultprograms@glencovelibrary.
org or call (516) 676-2130.

Andy Aledort & the 
Groove Kings

Andy Aledort 
& the Groove 
Kings perform, 
Friday, Feb. 
24. starting at 
8 p.m., at Still 

Partners, 225 Sea Cliff Ave., 
Sea Cliff. Enjoy a mixture of 
blues, country rock and folk 
music. For more information 
call (516) 200-9229.

The Hot Sardines
The band brings their distinctive sound to the Landmark stage, Friday, March 3, 8 p.m. 
Their unique recipe blends hot jazz and sultry standards from the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s, 
rich New Orleans sounds, a dash of ’40s Paris flavor, and vibrant musical surprises. It’s all 
steeped in salty stride piano and the music Louis Armstrong, Django Reinhardt and Fats 

Waller used to make. The result is straight-up foot-stomping jazz. Their name says it all: their iconic ‘hot’ 
styling will paint a vibrant picture with smoky sounds and audiences revel in the steamy, swanky influence 
of their art form. With their contagious brand of joy, grit, glamour and passion, they invoke the sounds of 
nearly a century ago, yet stay right in step with the current age. $60, $50, $46. Jeanne Rimsky Theater at 
Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port Washington. (516) 767-6444 or LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

March
3

Feb.
24
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Senior Lunch 
Program
Enjoy visiting friends, with a 
delicious lunch and chair yoga, 
at the popular senior program 
hosted by Mutual Concerns, 
every Tuesday, at Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, at 253 
Glen Ave., in Sea Clifff. Those 
iinterested in joining the lunch 
program can call Peggie Como 
at (516) 675-7239.

Mark Whitaker and 
Tracey Edwards
In honor of Black History 
Month, Theodore’s Books 
hosts a conversation between 
journalist and author Mark 
Whitaker and the Long Island 
Regional Director of the NAACP 
Tracey Edwards, Sunday, Feb. 
26, 4 p.m. They will discuss 
Whitaker’s latest book “Saying 
it Loud: 1966 – The Year Black 
Power Challenged the Civil 
Rights Movement.” The event, 
at 17 Audrey Ave., in Oyster 
Bay, is free and open to the 
public. RSVP at TheodoresBooks.
com. For more information 
contact (516) 636-5550.

Feb.
21

Feb.
25

Hunt for Symbols
Planting Fields Arboretum holds 
a drop-off program for students 
in grades 6-8, Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. Students 
will explore Coe Hall’s many 
diverse symbols on a guided tour 
and then create an art project 
using symbols that express their 
own unique selves, at 1395 
Planting Fields Road, in Oyster 
Bay, followed by a pizza lunch. 
For more information contact 
Jocelyn Russo at (516) 922-8666 
or jrusso@plantingfields.org.

On stage
Mo Willems’ popular Pigeon 
comes alive on the Long Island 
Children’s Museum stage, 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 11:30 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.; Monday through 
Thursday, Feb. 20-23, 11:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m. LICM, Museum 
Row, Garden City. (516) 224-
5800 or LICM.org.

Family 
theater
The beloved fairy 
tale springs to life in 
a delightful musical 
romp, presented 
Plaza Theatrical 
Productions, Monday, 
Feb. 20, 11 a.m.; 
Friday, Feb. 24, 11 
a.m.; Sunday, Feb. 
26, noon. All the 
ingredients that have 
made this story a 
perennial favorite 

are here, including Cinderella, a zany Godmother, a trip to the royal 
ball, and a glass slipper. Tickets are $16. Visit the Plaza stage at 
The Showplace at Bellmore Movies, 222 Pettit Ave., Bellmore. For 
information/tickets, go to PlazaTheatrical.com or call (516) 599-6870.

Absolute Adele
Vocalist Jennifer Cella, who 
performs with the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra, returns 
to her alma mater, Nassau 
Community College, with a 
tribute to Adele, Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. Mainstage 
Theatre, Garden City. 
Tickets areavailable through 
the NCC online box 
office at Nassau.BookTix.
com/seating.php. For 
information, visit NCC.edu 
or call (516) 572-7676.

Voyage
The Journey tribute band visits 
The Paramount, Saturday, Feb. 
25, 8 p.m. The popular band 
takes everyone back to the ‘80’s 
when Journey’s timeless music 
ruled the airwaves. Hailed by 
fans and critics alike as the 
world’s top Journey tribute 
band, this group performs their 
music with chilling accuracy. 
Fronted by Hugo — a dead 
ringer for Steve Perry, both 
visually and vocally — he 
continues to delight fans with 
his miraculous resemblance, 
exact mannerisms and identical 
voice to Perry. Fans agree that 
Voyage delivers an experience 
to the original Steve Perry-
fronted lineup. $40, $35, $30, 
$25. The Paramount, 370 New 
York Ave., Huntington. (800) 
745-3000 or Ticketmaster.com 
or ParamountNY.com.

Snacking around the 
world 
Families can stop by Bayville Free 
Library for some international 
snacking, Sunday through 
Saturday, Feb. 19 -Feb. 25, 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m, 34 School Street in 
Bayville, Kids in grades 6-12 can 
sample international potato chips, 
chocolates, biscuits and more, and 
write a review on the library’s social 
media page. For more information 
contact teens@bayvillefreelibrary.org 
or call (516) 628-2765.

11
GLEN COVE HERALD — February 16, 2023

12
0

4
9

2
0

Opportunity is Knockin’!

ATTENTION JOURNALISM STUDENTS

PA
New York Press Association

F O U N D A T I O N

The New York Press Association Foundation is sponsoring a 
paid summer internship at this newspaper for a qualified journalism student.

Any student currently enrolled in a recognized journalism program is eligible to compete for an internship with a 
net $2,600 stipend provided by NYPA.   Applicants must attend college during the 2023-2024 academic year.

Don’t delay!  Application deadline is March 1, 2023. 

Paid Summer Internship Positions Available

ARE YOU A COLLEGE STUDENT?
DO YOU KNOW A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO WANTS TO EARN $2,600 THIS SUMMER?

Internship_PromoAd_2023.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

Applications should be sent to  
Jennifer Stone, HR Director,  
Herald Community Media  
at careers@liherald.com
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

The news surrounding U.S. Rep. George Santos, who 
misled voters about his background among other things, 
has gained both national and international attention. 

After a New York Times investigation into his past in 
December, the congressman admitted he had “embel-
lished” various elements of  his background, including 
his Jewish heritage. However, he insisted he did nothing 
wrong, and said he wouldn’t step down. 

The daily flood of  new information coming to light has 
left many glued to their television and computer screens, 
unable to turn away from the political trainwreck unfold-
ing in front of  their eyes.

 Beyond its entertainment value — partially fueled by 
late-night television hosts — the Santos saga raises ques-
tions about the psychology of  someone who seems inca-
pable of  telling the truth, and his footprint on the politi-
cal landscape. 

The falsehoods surrounding Santos has inspired a new 
bill by Nassau County Legislator Josh Lafazan, called the 
“GEORGE Package” — Get Egregious Officials Removed 
from Government Elections. If  it becomes law, GEORGE 
will require political candidates to undergo a background 
check, penalizing them with a criminal misdemeanor for 
lying about income, employment, education history or 
where they live. 

It would also exclude any candidate with an open for-
eign arrest warrant to be elected. Law enforcement in 
Brazil, where Santos lived for some time, say there is an 
open investigation into a check theft there where Santos 
is a suspect.

Mental health experts, like psychologist and Nassau 
Herald columnist Linda Sapadin, speculate that the false-
hoods from Santos indicate traits of  narcissistic grandi-
osity, an unrealistic sense of  superiority. But even with 
those observations, Sapadin makes it clear it’s difficult to 
diagnose somebody without meeting them and is not nec-
essarily saying this is a complete and accurate descrip-
tion of  the congressman. 

“Those lies are trying to make himself  seem better 

and more important than he really is,” Sapadin said.
Psychologists don’t know whether traits of  narcissism 

are inborn or if  they’re shaped by upbringing. But what 
they do know is that these traits develop at a young age. 
It’s common for narcissists to demand things be in their 
favor.

“In childhood, they make these little lies,” Sapadin 
said. “But as they learn that they can get away with the 
lies, they tend to make them more outlandish because 
they see it’s working.”

Even with a number of  news outlets casting serious 
doubts about his claims of  where he worked, where he 
lived and where he went to school — among other things 
— Santos refused to step down, even after Republicans in 

Nassau County banded together, calling for his resigna-
tion.

“He shows no remorse,” Sapadin said. “It seems to 
most voters that he doesn’t care about the impact of  what 
he’s done. This is a major indication of  narcissism, and 
certainly lack of  empathy for others and for what goes on 
in the world.”

Sapadin also suspects Santos doesn’t internalize right 
and wrong, and that he only cares about what is best for 
him. 

Still, the congressman’s actions have left many voters 
feeling angry and duped. They have doubts Santos can be 
trusted to represent the best interests of  the people in his 
district above his own. 

Glen Head’s Michele Purcell voted for Santos, but now 
feels he is emotionally unfit to represent her. 

“Every day is a new level of  horror,” Purcell said. “I 
don’t even care if  we lose the seat, I just think he should 
go. I can’t put any trust in him at all.”

Hofstra University political science professor William 
Schaefer said that political trust and accountability is a 
sore topic for Republicans right now. 

“I think the Republicans have a stain in the 3rd Dis-
trict that’s going to be looked at more carefully,” he said.

In the meantime, it is up to Congress to decide how 
they will handle these extensive falsehoods. 

Schaefer cites the “political question doctrine,” in 
which the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that when there 
are issues that clearly fall within the domain of  one of  
the other branches of  government, that they are going to 
defer to that branch of  government to make those deci-
sions, and will not involve themselves. 

Yet, there is irony to Santos being thrust into the polit-
ical spotlight, Schaefer says. While Santos has become a 
joke people are using against the Republican Party, one 
could almost make the argument that is good news for the 
GOP because it takes emphasis away from the perceived 
dysfunction of  the Republican Congress.

Even though many voters don’t have time to do their 
own research, Schaefer advises adopting a more cynical 
view during election season, and not taking things said 
by any candidate at face value.

George Santos has a problem with the truth

Tim Baker/Herald

MENTAL HEALTH EXPERTS speculate that the falsehoods 
from Santos indicate traits of narcissistic grandiosity, an 
unrealistic sense of superiority.

Grants issued to preserve 
drinking water 

The Nassau County Legislature voted unanimous-
ly on Jan. 23 to designate $1.55 million to support 
multiple water quality initiatives. This allocation is 
drawn from $6 million of  the County’s federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act, funding that the county previ-
ously dedicated toward water quality improvement 
initiatives. $1.55 million was allocated toward $50,000 
grants for eligible public and private water suppliers 
in support of  their efforts to remove emerging con-
taminants and toxins from our drinking water. 

Water districts can apply the funding toward con-
ducting studies; planning and design remediation ini-
tiatives; purchasing equipment, materials and sup-
plies; developing operations manuals, guidelines and 
materials; maintaining removal systems that are 
already online; and defraying the cost of  lab testing. 
The Nassau County Department of  Public Works will 
oversee the administration and implementation of  
these projects. 

The Glen Cove, Port Washington, Roslyn and 
Sands Point Water Districts are eligible to receive 
grant funding to combat emerging contaminants 
such as 1, 4-Dioxane and PFOs/PFOAs (perfluoroocta-
noic acid), which have been found in the sole-source 

aquifers that provide Long Island with its drinking 
water.

“Removing dangerous emerging contaminants like 
1,4-Dioxane, PFOs and PFOAs from our drinking 
water must be one of  our top public health priorities,” 
Delia DeRiggi-Whitton, Nassau County Legislator, 
said. “I am proud and gratified that the Legislature 
unanimously allocated ARPA funding to our water 
suppliers in support of  these crucial ongoing efforts.”

A likely carcinogen, 1,4-Dioxane is a byproduct of  
industrial processing. It is found in common items 
such as anti-freeze, shampoo and laundry detergent. 
It is called a “forever chemical” because it is resistant 
to water, heat and normal biodegradation, which 
means it can last for thousands of  years. 

PFOAs and PFOs are synthetic chemicals that 
were once used to coat non-stick, waterproof, or stain-
resistant products. Although these compounds have 
not been made in the United States for more than two 
decades, these chemicals never break down and they 
have been discovered in soil and water. Human health 
impacts include developmental defects, cancer, liver 
damage and immune disorders. 

To learn more about ongoing efforts to preserve 
and protect drinking water, contact the Glen Cove 
water district at (516) 676-2238 or reach out to Legisla-
tor DeRiggi-Whitton’s office at dderiggiwhitton@nas-
saucountyny.gov or (516) 571-6211.

Be the next Downtown Sounds 
Teen Idol

The second annual Downtown Sounds Teen Idol 
vocal contest, presented by the Glen Cove Downtown 
Business Improvement District, is open to Gold Coast 
residents from 13 to 18. It showcases local emerging 
talent, and the top finalists will perform live during 
the Downtown Sounds 2023 concert series. 

Teen Idol is an opportunity for teenagers to show 
off  their vocal skills across various genres. Last year’s 
finalists were asked to choose songs that matched the 
genre of  that week’s concert, spanning from Motown 
to country and from pop to disco. Guest judges includ-
ed professional musicians from the bands. Audience 
members also cast ballots, helping the judges deter-
mine the winner each week. Ultimately, Lexi Briones 
of  Glen Cove emerged the winner, taking home a cash 
prize and four hours of  free recording time at Tiki 
Recording Studios.

In addition to a cash prize, the winner will receive 
additional performance opportunities, including sing-
ing the National Anthem at National Night Out in 
August, performing during the Downtown BID’s annu-
al Holiday Festival on Dec. 2,  on New Year’s Eve with 
the Downtown Sounds band and at the historic Bitter 
End with Richie Cannata. 

NEWS BRIEFS
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Glen Cove 
Hospital
Northwell

SM

Glen Cove Hospital is among the nation’s best 
for acute rehabilitation—and we don’t stop 
there. From achieving national recognition 
in nursing and patient experience to being 
named an Age-Friendly Center of Excellence, 
we’re proud to offer our community a level of 
care that exceeds expectations.

Northwell.edu/GlenCoveBest 

RAISING HEALTH WITH  
AWARD-WINNING CARE

Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services
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Join Herald Community Newspapers and RichnerLIVE for 
an exciting evening of CONNECTING, COLLABORATING 
and CELEBRATING Long Island’s real estate professionals.

To sponsor or purchase a congratulatory ad, contact Amy 
Amato, Executive Director of Corporate Relations and 
Events at aamato@liherald.com or 516.569.4000 x224

03.01.23 
6:00PM 

PURCHASE TICKETS
richnerlive.com/realawards

The Heritage Club at Bethpage
99 Quaker Meeting House Road, Farmingdale

RICHNER
are needed to see this picture.

MEET THE 2023 HONOREES*
RichnerLIVE’s second annual R.E.A.L. Awards will spotlight entrepreneurs, professionals,  
and visionaries in Long Island’s real estate industry who have achieved success in their 

respective roles while also involved in community contributions and advocacy.  

KEVIN S. LAW
PARTNER & EVP, TRITEC REAL ESTATE

CHAIRMAN, EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT 

SPECIAL AWARDS
REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT/
DEVELOPER OF THE YEAR
Michael Maturo
President
RXR Realty
REAL ESTATE SERVICES/
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Martin Lomazow
Senior Vice President
CBRE
ATTORNEYS
Michael S. Ackerman
Founder & Managing Partner
Ackerman Law, PLLC
John D. Chillemi
Partner
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, P.C.
Bryan P. McCrossen
Partner
Jaspan Schlesinger Narendran, LLP
Christopher H. Palmer
Managing Partner
Cullen and Dykman, LLP
Ellen N. Savino
Partner
Sahn Ward Braff Koblenz PLLC 
COMMUNITY CHAMPION 
- TRADE GROUP
Commercial Industrial Broker 
Society of Long Island (CIBS)
David Pennetta SIOR, LEED GA
Co-President
ENGINEERING
Stephen A. Hayduk, P.E.
Principal & Chief Engineer
Hayduk Engineering LLC
FATHER/DAUGHTER TEAM
Gilbert Balanoff
Owner
The Law Offices of Gilbert Balanoff, P.C.
Tiffany Balanoff
Licensed Real Estate Agent
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
LENDER
Nicholas Ceccarini
Owner & Broker
Weatherstone Mortgage Corp. 
Christine Curiale
Mortgage Branch Manager
Valley Bank
Melissa Curtis
Sales Manager and Senior Loan Originator
Contour Mortgage
PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS
Michael Steinberg
CEO and FounderHedgestone Business Advisors
RISING STAR
Alex Lipsky 
Owner
Lipsky Construction
TAX CERTIORARI 
Sean M. Cronin, Esq.
Partner
Cronin & Cronin Law Firm, PLLC
TECH AWARD
Ryan J. Coyne
Chief Technology Officer
SERHANT.
TECH PLATFORM OF THE YEAR
VincePropertyShark
Business Development Manager & 
Corporate Sales Lead
PropertyShark.com
TITLE COMPANY
HABITAT ABSTRACT

RESIDENTIAL
SPECIAL PROJECT
THE RESIDENCES AT GLEN HARBOR
Michael W. Stanco
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Stanco Misiti Team at Compass
BROKERS (Individual)
Gina Marie Bettenhauser
Associate Real Estate Broker
Coldwell Banker Distinctive Homes
President, Long Island Board of REALTORS® 

Hilary Becker
Licensed Broker
Becker Realty Services, Inc.
Molly Deegan
Owner & Licensed Broker
Branch Real Estate Group
Kevin Leatherman
Owner & Licensed BrokerLeatherman Homes
Donna O’Reilly Einemann
Branch Manager | Rockville Centre Office
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Luciane Serifovic
CEO & FounderLuxian International Realty 
Shawn Steinmuller
Owner & Licensed Broker
Shawn Michael Realty
Mark Stempel & Jennie Katz
Team
Blue Island Homes
Helena Veloso
Senior Executive Manager of Sales
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
LICENSED SALESPERSON
Malka Asch
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Coach Realtors
John C. Gandolfo
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Coldwell Banker American Homes
Miriam Hagendorn
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
SERHANT.
Ricki Noto 
Team Leader,
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Coldwell Banker American Homes
Scott Wallace 
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty
OFFICE MANAGER
David Kasner 
Branch Manager
Coldwell Banker American Homes

COMMERCIAL
BROKERS
Thomas DeLuca
Senior Director & Real Estate Broker 
Cushman & Wakefield of Long Island Inc. 
DEVELOPERS
Anthony Bartone 
Managing Partner
Terwilliger & Bartone Properties, LLC
Kenneth Breslin, Esq.
President
Breslin Realty Development Corp. 
Rob Gitto
Vice President
The Gitto Group 
Mark Meisner
President & Founder
The Birch Group
GENERAL CONTRACTOR & 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
EW HOWELL CONSTRUCTION GROUP

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

TRAILBLAZER 
DEIRDRE O’CONNELL

CEO
DANIEL GALE SOTHEBY’S 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

PRODUCED BY

A portion of ticket proceeds will benefit

MESSAGE FROM 
RYAN SERHANT
CEO & FOUNDER 

SERHANT.

MAJOR SPONSORS:

12
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LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE  
STATE OF NEW YORK -  
COUNTY OF NASSAU
NEW PENN FINANCIAL,  
LLC, DBA SHELLPOINT  
MORTGAGE SERVICING,
V.
HERNAN MARTINEZ, ET  
AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
pursuant to a Final  
Judgment of Foreclosure  
dated December 16,  
2022, and entered in the  
Office of the Clerk of the  
County of Nassau,  
wherein NEW PENN  
FINANCIAL, LLC, DBA  
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE  
SERVICING is the Plaintiff  
and HERNAN MARTINEZ;,  
ET AL. are the  
Defendant(s).  I, the  
undersigned Referee will  
sell at public RAIN OR  
SHINE at the NASSAU  
COUNTY SUPREME  
COURT, NORTH SIDE  
STEPS, 100 SUPREME  
COURT DRIVE, MINEOLA,  
NY 11501, on March 14,  
2023 at 2:30PM, premises  
known as 71 CLEMENT  
STREET, GLEN COVE, NY  
11542:  Section 31, Block  
2, Lot 148 & 351:  
ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT,  
PIECE OR PARCEL OF  
LAND, SITUATE, LYING  
AND BEING IN THE CITY  
OF GLEN COVE, COUNTY  
OF NASSAU AND STATE  
OF NEW YORK
Premises will be sold  
subject to provisions of  
filed Judgment Index #  
006507/2013. Scott  
Farrell Guardino, Esq. -  
Referee. Robertson,  
Anschutz, Schneid, Crane  
& Partners, PLLC 900  
Merchants Concourse,  
Suite 310, Westbury, New  
York 11590, Attorneys for  
Plaintiff. All foreclosure  
sales will be conducted in  
accordance with Covid-19  
guidelines including, but  
not limited to, social  
distancing and mask  
wearing. *LOCATION OF  
SALE SUBJECT TO  
CHANGE DAY OF IN  
ACCORDANCE WITH  
COURT/CLERK
DIRECTIVES.
137280

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF GLEN COVE
BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  
that a PUBLIC HEARING  
will be held by the Glen  
Cove Board of Zoning  
Appeals on Thursday,  
February 23, at 7:30  
p.m.at the Council  
Chambers, City Hall, 9  
Glen Street, Glen Cove,  
NY. The hearing will be  
on the application of RXR  
Realty Investments LLC to  
construct a new three (3)  
story 244,503 square foot  
facility at 24 and 26  
Morris Avenue, Glen  
Cove, NY, located in the  
Glen Cove I-3 Industrial  
District and designated as  
Section 21, Block A, Lots  
6, 425,27 & 428 on the  
Land and Tax Map of  
Nassau County.
The Applicant is  
requesting variances of  
the following sections of  
the Glen Cove City Code:

1. Glen Cove  
City Code §280-69C (8) -  
Applicant is proposing to  
erect three (3) stories  
(total proposed height =  
31’6” to roof deck) where  
no part of any building  
shall be erected greater  
than two (2) stories. 
2. Glen Cove  
City Code §280-69G (1) -  
Applicant is proposing off  
street parking of 27 cars  
where the Planning Board  
designated standard was  
determined to be one (1)  
space per 4,000 sq ft  
gross floor area (244,503  
sf/4,000 = 61.13 parking  
spots required).
3. Glen Cove  
City Code §280-69G (2) -  
Applicant is proposing  
five (5) off street loading  
spaces where eight (8)  
loading spaces are  
required.
4. Glen Cove  
City Code §280-69E (1) -  
Applicant is proposing a  
minimum distance to the  
front property line for an  
accessory use of  
approximately 30’-6”  
where the required  
minimum distance to the  
front property line is 60ft. 
Dated:
February 8, 2023
BY ORDER OF THE  
BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS
OF THE CITY OF GLEN  
COVE
TERI MOSCHETTA,  
CHAIRPERSON
137410

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL
AVISO DE UNA REUNION  
ESPECIAL DE LA  
BIBLIOTECA DEL  
DISTRITO EL 4 DE ABRIL  
DE 2023, DE LA  
BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA DE  
GLEN COVE PARA VOTAR  
EN EL PRESUPUESTO DE  
LA BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA  
Y PARA ELEGIR A UN  
ADMINISTRADOR
BIBLIOTECA 
POR MEDIO DEL  
PRESENTE SE NOTIFICA  
que se llevara a cabo una  
reunion especial de  
losvotantes calificados de  
la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove en  
conformidad con lo  
dispuesto en la Seccion  
260 y 270 de la Ley de  
Educacion de Estado de  
Nueva York, en dicho  
Distrito el 4 de Abril de  
2023 entra las 9am y las  
9pm Dicha reunion sera  
de ayunda para los  
siguientes fines:
Para votar sobre las  
siguientes prosiciones:
SE HA RESUELTO que el  
presupuesto propuesto de  
la Bilioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, Deistro  
Escolar de la Ciudad de  
Glen Cove segun lo  
preparado por los  
Fideicomisarios de dicha  
Biblioteca publica para el  
ano 2023/2024, y segun  
se haya modificado, se  
apruebe por la presente; y  
que la cantidad de los  
mismos, menos los  
recibos, se aumenta  
mediante la recaudacion  
de un impuesto sobre  
bienes inmuebles  
gravables en dicho  
Distrito Escolar.

Con el fin de elegir; un (1)  
Fideicomisario de la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove por un (5) mandato  
de cinco anos.
La votation sobre los  
asuntos mencionados se  
emitira mediante urnas.
POR FAVOR, TOME NOTA  
que la junta de la  
Biblioteca, en  
conformidad con lo  
dispuesto en la Seccion  
260 y 2007 de la Ley de  
Educacion, convoca dicha  
reunion Especial de  
Distrito.
SE DA AVISO ADICIONAL,  
que las peticiones que  
nominan al candidato  
para el cargo de  
administrator de la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove deben presentarse  
al secretario entre las  
horas de 9am y las 5pm.,  
a mas tardar el 6 de  
marzo de 2023, el  
trigesimo dia anterior a la  
eleccion, momento en el  
cual sera elegido el  
candidato asi nominado.  
Cada peticion de  
nominacion debe dirigirse  
al Secretario del Distrito,  
debe estar firmada por al  
menos veinticinco (25)  
votantes calificados del  
Distroto, debe ondicar la  
residencia de cada  
firmante y debe indicar el  
nombre y la residencia del  
candidato.
Los formularios de  
muestra las peticiones se  
pueden obtener del  
Secretario de Distrito en  
la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, 4 Glen Cove  
Ave., Glen Cove, Nueva  
York
SE DA ADVISO  
ADICIONAL, que una  
copia de los gastos  
estimaados propuestos  
para ser votados estara  
disponible en la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove, 4 Glen Cove Ave.,  
Glen Cove, Nueva York,  
entra las 9am y 5pm  
todos lod dias, except los  
sabados, domingos o  
festivos durante los  
catorce dias anteriores a  
dicha reunion.
SE DA ADVISO  
ADICIONAL, que la Junta  
de la Biblioteca Publica  
de Glen Cove realizara  
una audiencia especial  
sobre el presupuesto el  
21 de marzo 2023 en la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove, 4 Glen Cove Ave,.  
Glen Cove, Nueva York. a  
las 7pm
SE DA ADVISO  
ADIOCIONAL, que los  
votantes califacados del  
Distrito pueden inscribirse  
entre las 9am y 4 pm. La  
fecha final para  
registrarse para la  
reunion que se celebrara  
el 231 de marzo de 2023  
es el 6 de marzo 2023. Si  
un votante ha votado en  
alguna eleccion en los  
ultimos 4 anos  2019 o si  
es elegible para votar  
conforme al Articulo 5 de  
la Ley Electorial, el o ella  
es elegible para votar en  
este eleccion. Todos las  
demas personas que  
deseen votar registrarse.  
La lista de registro  
preparade por la Junta de  
Elecciones de Condado de  
Nassau se Archivaran  
enla officina del  
secretario de Distrito de 

la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, 4 Glen Cove  
Ave, Glen Cove, Nueva  
York, y estara abierta a  
inpeccion por cualquier  
votante califcado Del  
Distrito entre las horas de  
9am y 4pm hora vigente  
cualquier, dia despues del  
martes 6 de marzo 2023 y  
cada uno de los dis  
anteriores a la fecha  
establecids para la  
Eleccion de la Biblioteca y  
la Votacion de  
Presupuesto, except los  
sabados, domingos o dias  
festivos, incluida la fecha  
establecida para la  
reunion.
BOLETAS AUSENTES
POR FAVOR, TOME  
NOTA, que las solicitudes  
de boletas de votacion en  
ausencia. Para la Eleccion  
de la Bibliotecs y la  
Votacion de Presupuesto  
se puede solicitar en las  
oficinas del Secretario del  
Distrito, de la Biblioteca  
Publica de Glen Cove, 4  
Glen Cove Ave,. Glen  
Cove, Nueva York.  Tales  
solicitudes deben  
recibirse al menos (7)  
siete dias antes de las  
elecciones si se va a envir  
la boleta al votante.  
Ninguna boleta de  
votante ausente sera  
votada a menos que haya  
sido recibida en la oficina  
de Secretario de Distrito,  
en la Biblioteca Publica  
de Glen Cove, 4 glen  
Cove Ave, Glen Cove,  
Nueva York a mas tardar  
a las 5:00 pm hora del  
dia, en el Fecha de la  
eleccion.
Gina Rant
Oficinista  
137408

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL  
LIBRARY DISTRICT  
MEETING ON APRIL 4,  
2023, OF GLEN COVE  
PUBLIC LIBRARY TO VOTE  
ON THE PUBLIC LIBRARY  
BUDGET
AND ELECT TWO  
TRUSTEES OF THE GLEN  
COVE PUBLIC LIBRARY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a Special meeting of  
the qualified voters of the  
Glen Cove Public Library  
will be held pursuant to  
the provisions of Section  
260 and 2007 of the  
Education Law of the  
State of New York at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York, in said  
District on April 4, 2023  
between the hours of 9  
a.m. and 9 p.m. Said  
meeting will be held for  
the following purposes:
To vote on the following  
proposition:
RESOLVED that the  
proposed budget of the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
Glen Cove City School  
District, as prepared by  
the Trustees of the said  
Public Library, for the  
year 2023/2024, and as  
the same may have been  
amended, be and hereby  
is approved; and that the  
amount thereof, less  
receipts, be raised by the  
levy of a tax upon the  
taxable real property in  
the said School District.

For the purpose of  
electing; one (1) Trustee  
for the Glen Cove Public  
Library. For a (5) five-year  
term.
The vote on the aforesaid  
matters will be cast by  
ballot in a ballot box.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER  
NOTICE that the Library  
Board pursuant to the  
provisions of Section 260  
and 2007 of the  
Education Law hereby  
calls said Special District  
Meeting.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that  
petitions nominating the  
candidate for the office of  
Trustee of the Glen Cove  
Public Library must be  
filed with the Clerk of the  
District between hours of  
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., no  
later than MARCH 6,  
2023, the thirtieth day  
preceding the election, at  
which time the candidate  
so nominated is to be  
elected. Each nominating  
petition shall be directed  
to the Clerk of the  
District, must be signed  
by at least twenty-five  
(25) qualified voters of 
the District, shall state  
the residence of each  

signer, and must state the  
name and residence of  
the candidate.
Sample forms of the  
petitions may be obtained  
from the Clerk of the  
District at the Glen Cove  
Public Library, 4 Glen  
Cove Ave., Glen Cove,  
New York.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that a  
copy of the proposed  
estimated expenditures to  
be voted upon shall be  
made available at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York, between  
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5  
p.m. each day other than  
Saturday, Sunday or  
holiday, during the  
fourteen days preceding  
such meeting.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that the  
Board of Trustees of the  
Glen Cove Public Library  
will hold a special budget  
hearing on March 21,  
2023 at the Glen Cove  
Public Library, 4 Glen  
Cove Ave., Glen Cove,  
New York at 7:00 p.m.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that the  
qualified voters of the  

District may register  
between the hours of 9  
a.m. and 9 p.m. at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York. The final  
date to register for the  
meeting to be held on  
March 21, 2023 is March  
6, 2023. If a voter has  
voted in any election  
within the last 4 years  
(2019) or if he or she is  
eligible to vote under  
Article 5 of Election Law,  
he or she is eligible to  
vote at this election. All  
other persons who wish  
to vote must register. The  
registration list prepared  
by the Board of Elections  
of Nassau County will be  
filed in the Office of the  
District Clerk of the Glen  
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York and will  
be open for inspection by  
any qualified voter of the  
district between the hours  
of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.  
prevailing time, on any  
day after Tuesday, March  
6, 2023, and each of the  
days prior to the date set 
for the Library Election  
and Budget Vote, except  
Saturday, Sunday or  

holiday, including the  
date set for the meeting.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER  
NOTICE that an  
application for an  
absentee ballot for the  
Library election and  
budget vote may be  
applied for at the office of  
the District Clerk, of Glen  
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York. Such  
application must be  
received at least (7) seven  
days before the election if  
the ballot is to be mailed  
to the voter, or the day  
before the election if the  
ballot is to be delivered  
personally to the voter.  
No absentee voter ballot  
shall be canvassed unless  
it shall have been  
received at the office of  
the District Clerk, Glen  
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., New  
York, not later than 5:00  
p.m., prevailing time, on  
the date of the election.
Gina Rant
Clerk
137406
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Doherty to lead city’s parade
Pipes and Drums of  the Police Emerald 
Society of  Westchester County, and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
Police Department Ceremonial Unit Pipes 
and Drums. He is also a member of  the 
Ancient Order of  Hibernians, the Frater-
nal Order of  Police, the Knights of  Colum-
bus, the Elks Club, the NYPD Holy Name 
Society, and the Brotherhood of  the Fallen, 
NYC Chapter.  

Doherty is known among his friends as 
a history buff, a craft beer enthusiast, a 
Notre Dame football fan, a New York 
Islanders hockey fan, and a Gaelic Athletic 
Association supporter. He holds dual citi-
zenship for both the United States and Ire-
land, where he celebrated his first birthday.

A 1992 Locust Valley High School grad-
uate, he received a bachelor’s of  science 
degree in Aviation Administration from 
SUNY Farmingdale in 1996. He worked for 
Aer Lingus Irish Airlines and later, 
became as a U.S. Customs Inspector at JFK 
International Airport.

Doherty shifted his career and attended 
the New York Police Department Police 
Academy where he was awarded the Chief  
of  Police Award for highest academic aver-
age for the class of  1999. That July, Doherty 
became a police officer for the MTA Police 
Department. 

One of  the most impactful moments in 
his career came as a result of  the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks in Manhattan. At 
26-years-old, Doherty was tasked with pro-
viding security and safety, while also help-
ing pull victims from the rubble of  the col-
lapsed World Trade Center towers. He said 
the most physically challenging moments 
for him were the days in the aftermath of  
the attacks. 

“You couldn’t even see in front of  your 

face,” he said. “It was like walking on the 
surface of  the moon.” 

Doherty was recently diagnosed with 
respiratory ailments and other certified ill-
nesses as a result of  spending over 1,000 
hours at Ground Zero during the rescue 
and recovery operations. 

He hopes that his involvement in the 
parade will help create awareness that 
there are many who are still suffering 
mentally and physically in the aftermath 
of  the terrorist attacks. 

In April 2003, Ryan was promoted to the 
rank of  sergeant and is currently assigned 
to the Operations Unit Emergency Opera-
tion Center in Long Island City. The Irish 
Echo Law-and-Order Leader also honored 
Doherty in 2011. Last year, he received a 
distinguished service award from the Nas-
sau County Municipal Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation.

In addition to his role as the grand mar-
shal, Doherty is partially responsible for 
acquiring funds for local corporate spon-
sorships to run the parade. Any profits 
from the parade go to the charity of  choice, 
which Doherty has selected as the Winters 
Center for Autism, in honor of  his cousin, 
Joseph Winter, who died from complica-
tions from Covid-19 at 54 years old. 

The Long Island-based nonprofit orga-
nization helps support adults with autism 
through job creation, training and place-
ment, while helping businesses employ 
people with autism. 

“There’s a job for everybody, we just got 
to find the right spot for the right person,” 
Doherty said. 

Doherty and his cousin had a strong 
bond growing up. The Winters family was 
instrumental in helping Doherty’s parents 
immigrate to New York and get their start 
in Glen Cove.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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Don’t mess with puppies, 
George. From what I’ve read 
and what I’ve heard in state-
ments coming out of  your very 

own mouth, you seem estranged from 
most commonly held beliefs of  what is 
true and what is false, what is a factual 
statement and what is a lie. What hap-
pened and what didn’t happen.

Assiduously, I 
have ignored the 
media high jinks 
and political cir-
cus surrounding 
your behavior, but 
last week’s revela-
tion of  the alleged 
puppy caper in 
Pennsylvania’s 
Amish country in 
2017 unleashes 
my inner Cujo. 
Oh yes, the temp-
tation to joke is 

overwhelming due to the ridiculousness 
of  many of  your quasi-legal escapades 
and the seemingly endless stream of  
revelations concerning your grandiose 
claims, self-promotion and transgres-
sions.

Last week we read in The Washing-
ton Post that a farmer in Pennsylvania 
had come forward with a story about 
you “buying” golden retriever puppies 
from him with rubber checks. Other 

farmers have come forward with similar 
claims. Related to these charges is the 
story about the “charity” you claim to 
have established, Friends of  Pets Unit-
ed, but the Post reported that no IRS 
records of  the group could be found. It 
also reported that you stole 
money that had been 
raised to help a disabled 
veteran care for a dying 
dog. A disabled veteran?? 
A dying dog?? What’s 
wrong with you, George?

I am very disappointed 
in you. If  I were your 
mother — but oh, wait, 
your mother died tragical-
ly in the 9/11 attacks, 
unless she didn’t. Can’t be 
sure. Well, if  I were your 
mother, I would get you 
some help. The impulse 
among us in the media is to point at you, 
since you have become something of  a 
one-man sideshow. But dude, you need 
serious therapeutic intervention.

What we can be sure of  is that you 
aren’t Jewish, or Jew-ish, despite your 
repeated claims to the contrary. Accord-
ing to The Forward, even though you 
said that your grandparents escaped the 
Holocaust, they actually were safe and 
sound in Brazil at the time. There’s no 
proof  you were really mugged on your 
way to pay a delinquent rent check in 

New York City, or worked for a bank, or 
owned various houses, or knew people 
in the Pulse nightclub shooting, or grad-
uated from NYU or played high-stakes 
volleyball.

Some say your name isn’t even 
George Santos. Pinning 
down the truth as torrents 
of  lies pour from your 
mouth is like pinning 
down Jell-O. You are inven-
tive and indefatigable in 
your stream of  wishful 
thinking out loud, Walter 
Mitty on a bad trip.

Mostly this is terribly 
sad. You need help, but you 
won’t find it in Congress or 
any public office, for now. 
Why not step down and 
save yourself  further 
humiliation?

You can’t expect assistance from your 
mates in Congress, George. As long as 
you have a pulse and can vote the party 
line, they will let the public evisceration 
continue. You won’t find solace in Con-
gress or real collegiality or decency. You 
are a GOP vote. Full stop.

Readers, from my perch in the press, 
the buffoonery of  George Santos and his 
enablers fits perfectly into this time and 
space. Congress and the Senate have 
always had their share of  nudniks, but 
Santos is part of  a wave of  new-age 

liars. The toxic lies spewing from people 
like Marjorie Taylor Green, Rick Scott, 
Mike Lee, Lauren Boebert and Ron 
Johnson are poisoning the processes of  
government. They are all using Santos 
in what has become a spectacle and a 
shame.

Last, a shout-out to our neighbors in 
the 3rd Congressional District, the peo-
ple of  Mineola, Great Neck, North Hills, 
Port Washington and Oyster Bay. 
Assuming all of  you are literate and 
somewhat paying attention, how did 
George Santos sweep by you and right 
into office? Was holding a Republican 
seat really a wise trade-off  for allowing 
a candidate with not even a passing 
appreciation for the truth represent 
your interests in the People’s House?

As we approach the birthday of  
another George, the George of  Ameri-
can history, who could not tell a lie, I 
wonder what the people of  that era 
would do with someone like Mr. Santos? 
Hopefully summon some empathy and 
not put him on public display. During 
the reign of  another George, King 
George the First of  England, someone 
like our George might have officially 
played the part of  the fool.

Now we don’t quite know what to do 
with him.

Copyright 2023 Randi Kreiss. Randi can 
be reached at randik3@aol.com.

Minx or madman: the George Santos story

RANDI
KREISS

H ow long 
will the 

Republicans 
allow the public 
evisceration to 
continue?

T here are all types of  numbers 
associated with politicians. Poll-
sters are constantly bombarding 
us with numbers. Defeated can-

didates keep complaining that they 
won, and say they have the numbers to 
prove it. But the bottom line in this dis-
cussion is that the number 2 is by far 
the worst number to be attached to any 

political figure.
As living proof  

of  the value of  
being second, I 
cite Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Har-
ris and New York 
Lt. Gov. Antonio 
Delgado. There is 
no question that 
either of  them 
would become No. 
1 if  anything hap-
pened to her/his 
boss. But looking 

at their scope of  responsibilities shows 
that they have very little to do. Harris is 
rarely in the news, primarily because 
she hasn’t been given that much to do 
on a daily basis. She’s called upon to 
attend important funerals, but the press 
rarely says much about her.

With the 2024 presidential election 
coming up, there is speculation about 
whether President Biden will make 
Harris his running mate if  he decides 
to run again. Most political observers 
think she would be a drag on the 2024 
ticket, because she hasn’t 
been associated with any 
winning issues. Shortly 
after she took on her offi-
cial duties, the president 
assigned her the responsi-
bility of  helping solve the 
border crisis, which is 
proving more difficult 
than curing cancer.

There was an opportu-
nity for Harris to make 
some serious recommen-
dations on how to solve the 
crisis, but she felt the 
issue was too toxic and declined to 
actively take on the role. She has been 
lobbying for the passage of  the George 
Floyd Act, which would better clarify 
what the role of  the police should be, 
but she wouldn’t be able to make any 
waves without Biden doing the heavy 
lifting. There’s also a possibility that 
the president has chosen not to boost 
her credentials because of  the 2020 

debates, when she went out of  her way 
to attack Biden on school segregation.

No matter how you try to define the 
role of  the vice president, it’s very hard 
to write out a list of  specifications. The 
president decides what the V.P.’s job will 

be, and there are many 
examples of  presidents 
giving their vice presi-
dents serious duties. Presi-
dent George W. Bush dele-
gated most of  his high-lev-
el duties to Dick Cheney, 
and many claimed that 
Cheney became the real 
president. But the late Vice 
President James Nance 
Garner, who served under 
Franklin Roosevelt, is said 
to have had the best defini-
tion of  the job, describing 

the vice president’s job as not being 
worth “a bucket of  warm spit.”

Delgado’s situation is an interesting 
one. He’s a graduate of  Colgate Univer-
sity and Harvard Law School. He was a 
very effective member of  Congress who 
was willing to resign to take on the No. 
2 position in Albany. Gov. Kathy Hochul 
spent every waking hour of  her time as 
lieutenant governor traveling to every 

corner of  the state. She got to know 
every local chamber of  commerce, and 
elected officials marveled at her non-
stop visits. There is no doubt that her 
tenacity helped her get elected gover-
nor.

Currently, however, the only job Del-
gado has is to preside over the State 
Senate, which isn’t the most exciting 
work. No doubt after April 1, when the 
state budget is out of  the way, Hochul 
will decide what role he will play. Delga-
do is personable and articulate, and was 
well received during his campaign 
swings. He could be a great advocate for 
the governor’s programs. She is badly 
in need of  someone who can reach out 
to the Assembly and Senate members 
and make some friends. Delgado could 
help her a great deal in that role. 

But either way, being No. 2 in govern-
ment is hardly the best job in the busi-
ness.

Jerry Kremer was an Assemblyman for 
23 years, and chaired the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Committee for 12 years. 
He now heads Empire Government Strat-
egies, a business development and legis-
lative strategy firm. Comments about 
this column? jkremer@liherald.com.

OPINIONS
Two isn’t always a winning number

W ho’s 
got less 

to do, the vice 
president or 
the lieutenant 
governor?

JERRY 
KREMER



HERALD EDITORIAL
Gambling addiction is no game

T he Kansas City Chiefs edged the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the NFL’s 
biggest game Sunday night, 
watched by more than 100 million 

people around the world. 
But more than 50 million sports fans 

here at home in the United States had 
more invested in the game than pride in 
their favorite team. They wagered as 
much as $16 billion on Super Bowl LVII, 
according to the American Gaming 
Association. And just like football, some-
one’s going to win, which means some-
one has to lose. The thing is, being on 
the wrong side of  a good bet is more 
common than not. 

The money bet on the Chiefs and the 
Eagles was said to be more than double 
the total spent last year, when the Los 
Angeles Rams defeated the Cincinnati 
Bengals. And these days that betting 
involves more than just choosing which 
team will win. 

Take prop bets, more formally known 
as proposition bets. They aren’t tied to 
the outcome of  the game — like tradi-
tional spreads, moneylines and totals. 
Instead, they focus on more non-tradi-
tional occurrences like the length of  the 
national anthem, or what color Gatorade 
will be poured on the winning coach. 

Prop bets are currently the biggest 
driver of  revenue for many sports gam-
bling sites, according to news reports. 
That is, except in New York, where the 
law requires that all bets be tied to the 
game itself. 

Even with those restrictions, New 
York-based gamblers placed more than 
$472 million in legal sports bets during 
the Super Bowl between the Rams and 
Bengals — part of  a larger $16 billion 
wagered in the first year of  legalized 
online betting in New York. So far, based 
on the weekly figures from the state gam-
ing commission, this year’s figure is pre-
dicted to be even larger. All from a prac-
tice that didn’t even exist here a couple 
years ago.

There are currently nine different 
mobile applications legally recognized by 
the state, with FanDuel, DraftKings and 
Caesar’s Sportsbook among the bigger 
ones. FanDuel and DraftKings began a 
decade or so ago, focused on fantasy 
sports, in which fans build their own 
teams and compete against each other 
using real-life game statistics.

But as sports gambling has gained 
more widespread legal acceptance, the 
influence of  those two companies has 
grown, and they have shifted gears and 
focused most of  their attention on this 
new, much-more-lucrative market.

There are strong opinions on both 
sides on whether gambling should be 
legal, or if  it’s even moral. But something 
many agree on is that if  you’re going to 
gamble, do it responsibly. Wager only 
what you can afford to lose. Don’t stretch 
— or even break — those limits.

And no different than a casino, mobile 
and online sports betting can also lead to 
problem gambling. 

Like many addictions, gambling can 
be attributed to the release of  dopamine 
brought on by the thrill of  risk-taking 
and the potential rewards. Gambling, for 
the most part, is perfectly legal. But then 
again, so are cigarettes and alcohol.

But gambling is sometimes considered 
a “hidden addiction,” because it’s not 
something that might be as obvious as 
drugs or alcohol, manifesting physical 
symptoms, although some gamblers have 
problems with sleep, anxiety, depression 
and guilt. 

For the working-class poor, gambling 
can also create a perpetual loop in which 
addicts throw away much-needed and 
typically hard-earned cash that would 
otherwise be spent on necessities like 
housing and food.

The good thing, however, is that there 
are services in place to help. The Long 
Island Problem Gambling Resource Cen-
ter, for example, offers several services 
for individuals and families impacted by 
gambling.

These issues shouldn’t necessarily dis-
qualify any talk of  bringing a new casino 
to Uniondale, but they certainly should 
be part of  the conversation — a big part 
of  it. Every resource should be available 
to keep wagering responsible, and to 
avoid the destruction of  families — both 
functionally and economically.

As always, if  you or a loved one are 
dealing with problem gambling, you can 
get help by calling (516) 266-8342, or visit-
ing NYProblemGambling.org.

LETTERS
Lafazan should rethink   
his GEORGE Package
To the Editor:

Nassau Legislator Josh Lafazan’s recom-
mendations last week to prevent future 
egregious candidate misrepresentations a 
la George Santos (“A useful way to enshrine 
a name we’d sooner forget”) are unneces-
sary and provide for a cure worse that the 
disease. Lafazan’s recommendations are to 
enshrine in law at all levels the following:

1. Mandatory background checks for all 
candidates “just like any employee.” There 
are significant legal restrictions on the 
nature and scope of  employee background 
checks, and this is unnecessary, as the most 
rudimentary opposition research would 
have exposed Santos.

2. Barring anyone with an open foreign 
arrest warrant from holding office. Lafazan 
couldn’t possibly have thought this through. 
So, any foreign country simply has to issue 
an arrest warrant to remove our public offi-
cials? Talk about foreign interference in 
elections.
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LETTERS FRAMEWORK by Tim Baker

An ’80s Glow Party and a father-daughter dance — Valley Stream

OPINIONS
How political extremism became the norm

V iewing the American political 
scene today, I can’t help think-
ing about what Yeats wrote 
more than a century ago:

“Things fall apart; the centre cannot 
hold; Mere anarchy is loosed upon the 
world.”

I’m not suggesting anarchy is immi-
nent, or that our governmental struc-

tures are collaps-
ing, but there are 
warning signs 
that should be 
heeded for our 
nation to cope 
with the enor-
mous challenges 
facing America at 
home — and 
throughout the 
world — effective-
ly. Not only is 
there bitter parti-
sanship between 

the parties, there are also bitter divisions 
within them.

There can be honest debate as to when 
this severe fracturing began. Politics is 
always a combat sport. The days of  peace, 
love and harmony — the “good old days” 
— never existed. Certainly not during the 
28 years I was in Congress. But no matter 
how bitter the debate and severe the divi-
sions were, certain lines weren’t crossed.

Richard Nixon had reason to contest 
the 1960 election results, but gracefully 
conceded the race to John F. Kennedy. Al 

Gore challenged George W. Bush’s razor-
thin electoral vote margin in 2000, but 
conceded with class after losing a similar-
ly razor-thin 5-4 decision in the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

I believe the major turning point in 
the rules of  political com-
bat was the 2016 Trump-
Clinton race and its after-
math. It wasn’t just the 
heated charges and counter-
charges of  the campaign, 
but the refusal of  some 
Democrats to accept 
Trump’s victory, and much 
of  the mainstream media’s 
defense of  their erroneous 
predictions.

Nor was it just the refus-
al of  prominent Democrats 
such as Rep. John Lewis to 
attend President Trump’s inauguration, 
but the allegations made by Democratic 
leaders, the intelligence community and 
major segments of  the mainstream 
media that Trump’s election resulted 
from his campaign colluding with Russia.

This led to the Mueller investigation, 
which went on for almost two years, tying 
up the Trump administration and — with 
media support — giving credibility to the 
unprecedented belief  that an American 
president was elected by colluding with a 
foreign enemy.

Being on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee and sitting through endless hear-
ings, listening to countless witnesses and 

studying reports and analyses, I was con-
vinced there was no collusion whatever. 
Stripped of  defensive rhetoric, the Muel-
ler report reached the same conclusion. 
But the damage had been done, and the 
political well was further poisoned.

Then there were the riots 
in the summer of  2020, 
which raged throughout the 
country following the police 
killing of  George Floyd. At 
least six people were killed. 
Cities like Spokane, Wash-
ington, and Portland, Ore-
gon, were under siege. New 
York streets became nightly 
war zones. Police stations 
were attacked and set on 
fire. Churches were vandal-
ized. The White House 
itself  was threatened.

Yet Democratic leaders offered only 
perfunctory disapproval of  the violence, 
emphasizing that most demonstrations 
were “peaceful.” Following a night of  vio-
lence in Brooklyn — in which bottles and 
other objects were thrown at cops — then 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said, “I stand with 
the protesters.”

In Manhattan, the Democratic district 
attorney refused to prosecute hundreds 
arrested for looting and rioting, includ-
ing a getaway driver aiding those caught 
on video vandalizing St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral. All further poisoning the well.

Then, beginning on election night in 
2020, Trump — citing no credible evi-

dence — charged that the election was 
“rigged” and “stolen.” Never explaining 
why, in a rigged election, Republicans 
would pick up 12 House seats while he 
lost the popular vote to Joe Biden by 
more than 7 million, Trump continued to 
attack the results.

The culmination of  this constant 
onslaught — whether intended or not — 
was the disgraceful and violent assault 
on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. No rational 
American — certainly no Republican 
claiming to be a patriot — can defend that 
outrage in any way.

Shockingly, however, too many Repub-
licans are willing to minimize the vio-
lence as just a protest out of  control, and 
still deny the election results.

What the nation saw last month, when 
it took 15 ballots over five days for Repub-
licans to elect Rep. Kevin McCarthy 
speaker of  the House, was a further rejec-
tion of  tradition and civility. It is an omi-
nous sign that this was the most protract-
ed election for speaker since the decade 
preceding the Civil War. 

It’s time for the sane forces on both 
sides to step forward. The United States 
has come too far as a nation, and faces too 
many challenges, to allow the voices of  
anarchy to prevail over our traditions 
and values.

Peter King is a former congressman, and a 
former chair of  the House Committee on 
Homeland Security. A version of  this essay 
originally appeared in The Hill.

3. Make it a misdemeanor (i.e. a crime) 
for a candidate to lie about his or her back-
ground. Just what we need: candidates rou-
tinely trading criminal charges. (“You only 
graduated cum laude, not magna cum 
laude!”) Again, basic opposition research is 
all that’s needed, not competing police 
reports.

This is an example of  a politician giving 
the appearance of  “doing something” about 
a problem that may very well make it worse.

TERRANCE J. NOLAN
Lynbrook

Who will stand up           
to the extremists?
To the Editor:

As a student of  history, I am distressed 
each day as I read and listen to the news, 
and I wonder:

When did it become appropriate to 
ignore a congressional subpoena and then 
be rewarded with the speakership of  the 
U.S. House of  Representatives, the third-
most important position in the nation?

Why is it OK for Supreme Court nomi-
nees to lie at their confirmation hearings 
and then, after being appointed, overturn 
decades of  court precedent?

When was it determined that politicians 

should be permitted to ignore experts in 
curriculum, history scholars, trained teach-
ers and trained librarians to ban books, 
whitewash American history and ban topics 
that are contrary to their ideas? Isn’t the 
purpose of  education to expose students to 
diverse ideas? 

When did it become fashionable to elect 
people to Congress who lie, yell, curse and 
bully — people who have no ability to legis-
late, and no understanding of  the word 
“compromise”?

When did we turn our backs on the hard-
fought-for rights of  all people and return to 
the days when voting rights were restricted? 

In the end, the real question is, when will 
the moderates in government, and the many 
moderates in the country, stand up to the 
extremists on both ends of  the political spec-
trum? Left alone, they will destroy our 
democracy. We would be wise to remember 
the words of  the German Lutheran pastor 
Martin Niemoller, about the Nazis. 

“First they came for the socialists, and I 
did not speak out — Because I was not a 
socialist. Then they came for the trade union-
ists, and I did not speak out — Because I was 
not a trade unionist. Then they came for the 
Jews, and I did not speak out — Because I 
was not a Jew. Then they came for me — and 
there was no one left to speak for me.”

RENA BOLOGNA
Bayville

T he turning 
point in the 

rules of political 
combat was the 
2016 Trump-
Clinton race.

PETER  
KING
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