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SPRING FORWARD 
at 2 a.m. on Sunday. 

Remember to change your 
smoke detector batteries.

Casey Sabella 
takes a stand 
against Santos
By RoKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

For over two months, there 
have been protests calling for 
the resignation of  embattled 
U.S. Rep. George Santos.  Almost 
every weekend, there are con-
stituents in the 3rd 
Congressional Dis-
trict furiously chant-
ing outside Santos’ 
Q u e e n s  o f f i c e , 
demanding he take 
accountability for 
his falsehoods.  

Organizing these 
calls for change isn’t 
easy, because pro-
tests need structure 
and a clear message. 
Protest organizer 
Casey Sabella, a Glen 
Cove resident and community 
organizer with Courage for 
America, has taken the lead. 

The 29-year-old political 
activist has spearheaded dozens 
of  protests in New York as well 
as a trip to Washington to deliv-
er  petit ions to  Cong ress 
demanding Santos’ resignation. 

“Politics is an avenue to do 
good work and make people’s 
lives better,” Sabella said, “and I 
fight for the issues I care about.”  

She helped the constituents 
of  the congressional district 
amplify their voices. Sabella is 

originally from North Canton, 
Ohio, a suburban town on the 
edge of  rural America. She 
earned her bachelor’s in politi-
cal science from Eastern Michi-
gan University in 2016, and her 
master’s in communication 
from Ball State University in 

2018. 
She made her way 

to New York in 2019 
after responding to a 
job listing for Ulster 
County Democratic 
P a r t y  c a m p a i g n 
manager. Sabella’s 
responsibilities in-
cluded managing 
f ie ld  operations, 
interns and fundrais-
ing. She moved to 
Bay Shore to become 
a field director for 

Jackie Gordon during her cam-
paign for Congress in District 2.

In 2022, Sabella began work-
ing for Robert Zimmerman’s 
campaign for Congress as his 
deputy campaign manager.

She was also looking for 
another place to live. While 
hosting an event for Zimmer-
man in Glen Cove, Sabella met 
Roni Epstein and Glen Cove 
Councilwoman Marsha Silver-
man. When Sabella mentioned 
she needed a new place to live, 
Epstein said she knew of  an 

Continued on page 2
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THe 34TH ANNuAl St Patrick’s Day parade is set for March 19. At a past parade, the Ladies 
Ancient Order of Hibernians marched with their banner. 

Continued on page 18

Glen Cove looks ahead    
to St. Patrick’s Day parade
By RoKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

St. Patrick’s Day celebrations are well 
known for festive green colors, parading the 
flag of  Ireland and enjoying traditional foods 
like corned beef  and hash. 

Glen Cove, one of  the nation’s first Irish-
American settlements, is celebrating its heri-
tage with its 34th annual parade. The inaugu-
ral event took place March 5, 1989. Since then, 
the parade has held the first Sunday after St. 
Patrick’s Day. In all its years, it has remained a 
nonprofit charitable corporation that relies 
heavily on sponsors and corporate donations.

The Glen Cove parade was established 
when Dr. Mildred DeRiggi suggested to her 

husband, Donald DrRiggi, that the city start 
their own parade. From there, Donald 
approached the City Council, and a parade 
committee was formed. It is a celebration the 
city looks forward to every year. 

“It gets everybody back outside,” Lisa For-
gione, the parade’s chairwoman, said. “Every-
body’s happy that day. It’s so nice to see. We 
feel the love and the happiness as we march 
past everyone.”

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated as a national 
holiday in Ireland, and is a beloved day in the 
United States as well. It was first observed in 
Boston in 1737, but has been celebrated in New 
York City for over 260 years.  

“For me, personally, I think there’s nothing 

Casey Sabella
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Sabella works to hold Santos accountable
apartment for rent. Together, they saw 
the apartment and Sabella decided to 
make Glen Cove her new home. 

Silverman said she was impressed 
Sabella was able to recruit so many stu-
dents for internships with the campaign, 
who were known as ‘Zimterns.’

“I think that’s a testament, both to 
Robert Zimmerman as a candidate, but 
also Casey as an organizer to generate 
that motivation,” Silverman said. 

Silverman said Sabella is an asset to 
the Glen Cove community because of  her 
political experience and dedication to 
educating youth about the political land-
scape.

Zimmerman said that his field cam-
paign was a great source of  pride, and 
that her ability to cultivate youth’s inter-
est in politics helped him be nominated. 

The race between Santos and Zimmer-
man set precedents. Both were the first 
openly gay candidates to compete in a 
general election. After Santos won, his 
falsehoods about his career, Jewish heri-
tage and finances were uncovered, leav-
ing many constituents to ask themselves 
what happens next. 

When it came time to organize pro-
tests against Santos, Sabella was 
approached by Courage for America, “a 
council of  proud Americans speaking 
out against an extremist agenda,” 
according to their website. They knew 
Sabella for her past experiences manag-

ing campaigns and her love for New York 
made her a good fit for the role. 

Sabella started planning one protest 
with the organization a week before 

Christmas although she didn’t know 
where her efforts would take them.

“We weren’t thinking three months 
from now we’re going to be planning a 

bus trip to D.C.,” Sabella said. “In that 
moment, we were like, what George San-
tos did is wrong, this New York Times 
article is alarming, and we have to do 
something.”

While organizing the first protest and 
petitioning outside libraries and grocery 
stores in the district, Sabella said she 
saw that many constituents were angry 
about the election results. And she was 
surprised that people from different 
demographics were united over their 
anger towards Santos. 

From there, Sabella established 
groups on social media to further help 
her organize and coordinate with constit-
uents who want their voices heard. 

“Casey has been essential in terms of  
keeping the public pressure on Santos 
and keeping the media pressure on San-
tos,” Zimmerman said. 

“She’s not there for self-promotion, 
she’s there because of  the urgency, both 
for our congressional district and in the 
country to see him expelled from Con-
gress.”

Sabella said she will continue to pro-
test until Santos resigns or until the end 
of  his term. 

“I think what makes Casey so effective 
and impactful is the way that she’s just a 
very caring person,” Zimmerman said. 
“That’s what it takes to succeed and be 
effective. That’s what makes her so rele-
vant to so many people including me. She 
really is inspiring.”

continued from front page

Roksana Amid/Herald

Casey sabella helped organize protests on Long Island that drew attention to U.S. 
Rep. George Santos’s falsehoods. Sabella said she hopes to empower youth to have their 
voices heard in the political landscape. 
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By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

A Grammy Award is a musician’s 
dream and two alumni of  North 
Shore High School had their 
dream come true.

Angelo Antinori, class of  2016, and 
Eileen Zhao, class of  2022, performed with 
the New York Youth Symphony, which 
won the 2023 Grammy for Best Orchestral 
Performance against stiff  competition, 
including Grammy and Academy Award 
winner John Williams. 

The two North Shore alumni contrib-
uted to the symphony’s Grammy Award, 
the first of  any youth orchestra.

Antinori, a resident of  Glen Head has 
been obsessed with music since his early 
childhood. A drummer by trade, Antinori 
was the principal timpanist, or kettle 
drum player, for the symphony from 2019 
to 2021, and is currently finishing his stud-
ies at the Cleveland Institute of  Music.

Zhao, of  Glen Cove, also had an early 
passion for music. A violinist, she applied 
twice for the symphony before making it 
at the beginning of  2020.

Both artists attributed much of  their 
development as musicians to the excellent 
training they received at North Shore. 

“The North Shore High School Music 
Department has been absolutely incredi-
ble,” Zhao said. “Having the support of  
my teachers and peers really helped to 
develop a lot of  confidence in me as well 

as developing my skills as a musician.”
“North Shore was a really great nur-

turing environment for someone who was 
destined to go into the arts, and I had a 
really great time there,” Antinori said. “I 
was in almost every single ensemble at 
the school that needed drums, which 
helped give me a really wide range of  
experience.”

In the beginning of  Antinori’s second 
and Zhao’s first years with the symphony, 
the coronavirus pandemic struck, derail-

ing the orchestral concert season. Not 
being able to play live music, the group 
recorded an album showcasing the works 
of  three Black female composers. The 
album was not released until 2022 due to 
supply chain issues, leading to their 2023 
Grammy nomination and win. 

Despite their shared experiences, the 
two never met. The age difference meant 
they never interacted while at North 
Shore High School. The coronavirus pan-
demic restrictions forced the band to per-

form in different groups over the course 
of  three days. 

The Symphony played a combination 
of  Florence Price’s “Ethiopia’s Shadow in 
America” and “Piano Concerto in One 
Movement,” Valeria Coleman’s “Umoja” 
and Jessie Montgomery’s “Soul Force.” 

Both Antinori and Zhao highlighted 
the importance of  performing the music, 
emphasizing the appreciation of  diverse 
voices in a genre that has traditionally 
focused on composition by white men. 

“All of  the pieces give some type of  
commentary, either directly or indirectly, 
about the African American experience 
in America and all of  the past trauma and 
generational trauma that comes with it,” 
Antinori said. “We have a long way to go 
until we live in a country where racism is 
a thing of  the past.”

“It’s really important that we highlight 
this aspect of  music that hasn’t received 
the recognition that it really should,” 
Zhao added. “It’s important that we help 
empower others and connect with the 
things that are going on in our world.”

North Shore music teacher and orches-
tra director Jason Domingo, who worked 
with both while they were students, was 
not surprised to hear of  Zhao and Antino-
ri’s success. “They were extremely tal-
ented and extremely hardworking,” 
Domingo said. “Both of  them were 
always entirely prepared, and they set 
the standard for what’s possible for high 
school musicians.”

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

T he walls of  the Glen Cove James 
Donahue VFW Post 347 are still 
charred from a devastating fire from 
Aug. 2021. The building’s floors are 

bare and warped, and the smell of  smoke 
still lingers at the 101-year-old structure. 

Only a few items were salvaged from the 
blaze. Post Commander, Henryk Nowicki, 
said much of  the post’s nostalgic and irre-
placeable items were destroyed, including a 
10-foot-long wooden VFW emblem that hung 
on the wall and a painting of  the Morgan 
Park gazebo by a member’s daughter. How-
ever, firefighters were able to save some 
memorabilia from the building’s first floor. 

With the help of  multiple fundraising 
events and contributions from local busi-
nesses and elected leaders like Assembly-
man Charles Lavine — who recently secured 
a state grant of  $120,000 — the post may soon 
be rebuilt. 

Lavine said that the damage to the struc-
ture was so extensive that he and others 
thought it could not be salvaged. 

“Thanks to this grant, this building will 
continue to be a jewel for the City of  Glen 
Cove.” Lavine said. “We are very, very proud 
of  that and anything we can do to help the 
veterans who’ve done so much to help Amer-
ica and protect America, that’s a good day in 
my book.”

Lavine said the funds would most likely 
be allocated through the state’s Dormitory 

Authority, which provides construction and 
financing for public goods. 

“I know that the folks in my ways and 
means division are working hand-in-hand 
with us and hand-in-hand with the folks 
from the VFW to make sure that the admin-
istration of  the grant is done quickly, and 
the check is delivered quickly,” Lavine said.  

The funds raised so far will help start the 
initial phases of  rebuilding. Nowicki said 
they hope to work first on are the building’s 
electric and plumbing systems. 

Although a substantial amount has been 
raised, there is still an ongoing dispute with 

the post’s insurance carrier. The cost of  
repairs was estimated at $400,000, but their 
insurance policy is offering only $140,000.

A complete settlement has not been 
issued and funding to complete rebuilding 
the post is still uncertain.

Nowicki said the insurance assessed the 
damage in October 2021, but he hasn’t heard 
from them since the assessment of  damages. 

The post was erected in 1920, when many 
of  the city’s veterans who fought in WWI 
joined together to build the post. Through-
out the century, the building became a testa-
ment to the bravery of  the city’s men and 

women who served during times of  war. It 
has also become a staple for local veterans 
seeking friendship and to ensure the care of  
veterans and their families. 

The post frequently donated use of  their 
space, especially to essential organizations 
like NOSH. The nonprofit, an extension of  
the North Shore Soup Kitchen, started 
because of  record-breaking unemployment 
rates during state mandated lockdowns dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic. NOSH have 
provided emergency food delivery to the sur-
rounding communities but became dis-
placed after the post’s fire. 

The extensive damages from the flames 
resulted in a loss of  NOSH’s equipment and 
food inventory — thousands of  pounds of  
food, which NOSH founder Christine Rice 
said was enough to feed the city for two 
months. The nonprofit also lost their 23 
refrigerators and freezers. 

After a year of  finding temporary places 
to store their donated food items, NOSH 
found a permanent home on 32 School St. in 
Glen Cove in the fall of  2022. 

City Councilwoman Danielle Fugazy Sca-
gliola, who also helped to raise funds to help 
rebuild the post, said she wants to give back 
to veterans any way she can. 

“This is just a small thing that we can 
give back and I’m really grateful that we’re 
getting to the point where this is now going 
to come to fruition,” Fugazy Scagliola said. 
“We’re going to have a nicer more beautiful 
rebuilt building for veterans to enjoy and for 
the community to enjoy.” 

North Shore High School alums win big at Grammys

Funding from grant will jumpstart VFW construction

Roksana Amid/Herald

ASSEMBLyMEMBER CHARLES LAvINE helped secure $120,000 to help rebuild VFW 
Post 347. 

Courtesy Angelo Antinori Courtesy Eileen Zhao

PERCuSSIONISt ANgELO ANtINORI and violinit Eileen Zhao, both North Shore High 
School alums, had their dreams come true at the 2023 Grammys. 



Rapper indicted for shooting at Glen Cove Mansion
By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

B rooklyn-Based rapper Remy 
Marshall, also known as Fetty 
Luciano, was indicted on 
March 3 for a shooting at an 

exclusive Glen Cove Mansion pool 
party July 10, 2022. The 27-year-old is 
allegedly a member of  the GS9 group, a 
hip-hop collective based in 
New York City.

Marshall was arraigned 
before Judge Howard Stur-
im on charges of  criminal 
possession of  a weapon, 
three counts of  assault, 
attempted assault and 
reckless endangerment. 
Marshall pleaded not 
guilty, and bail was contin-
ued at $200,000 cash, 
$400,000 bond or $2 million 
or a partially secured 
bond at 10 percent.

He is due back in court on March 31. 
If  convicted of  the top charge, he could 
face a potential maximum of  15 years 
in prison. Michael Greubel, a senior 
assistant district attorney of  the nar-
cotics, firearms and gangs bureau, is 
prosecuting the case.  Javier Alberto 
Solano, Esq, is representing Marshall.

Marshall allegedly got into a verbal 
argument with someone attending the 
private pool party, and allegedly left the 
lobby of  the Mansion. Seconds later, he 

reentered and approached the same 
partygoer. Marshall allegedly tried to 
“pistol whip” the individual in the head 
with a firearm and the weapon dis-
charged, striking three victims with a 
single bullet. One victim suffered a 
gunshot wound to the shoulder and the 
other victims were struck in the leg 
and elbow. Each were hospitalized and 
released.

“We identified him the 
day after the shooting and 
were actively seeking 
him,” Glen Cove Deputy 
Chief  Christopher Ortiz 
said. “He heard we were 
looking for him. He’s a 
very well-known individu-
al.”

Helen Whitehead, assis-
tant director of  business 
development for the Man-
sion, said at a July 12 news 
conference that the shoot-
er attempted to gain 

access to the “Big Fendi Celebrity Pool 
Party,” but was turned away at the door. 
The party had been advertised on 
social media and drew between 150 and 
250 people.

Glen Cove Mayor Pamela Panzen-
beck said the city had denied a permit 
for the party, but promoters held it any-
way.

Two days after the incident, the state 
Liquor Authority suspended the Man-
sion’s liquor license and charged it 

with 10 violations of  the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Law. 

The charges included failure to con-
form to the application by operating as 
a nightclub and failure to obtain local 
permits for an outdoor event with 
amplified music.

According to the SLA, when police 
arrived partygoers were running and 
pushing to leave the building while 
employees attempted to mop up blood 
from the crime scene. Patrons, employ-
ees and promoters were throwing boxes 
of  alcohol in their cars and driving 
away. 

Two weeks after the Mansion had its 

liquor license suspended they 
announced they reached an agreement 
with the state. As part of  the agree-
ment, their license was reinstated after 
a $50,000 fine. 

“Thankfully, the defendant’s alleged 
reckless actions did not cause life-
threatening injuries to the victims and 
no one else was hurt,” Anne Donnelly, 
Nassau County District Attorney, said. 
“I thank the Glen Cove Police Depart-
ment for their work apprehending this 
defendant leading to today’s indict-
ment.”

Additional reporting by Laura Lane

It’s only been a few weeks since 
Tom Suozzi retired from his long-
standing role as a member of  the U.S. 
House, but he’s already opened the 
next chapter.

Suozzi has joined Actum LLC as 
the company’s co-chair, providing stra-
tegic advice to clients and the firm’s 
executive team out of  its New York 
offices. 

The company bills itself  as a global 
consulting firm specializing in strate-
gy, management, execution, communi-
cations, government relations, story-
telling and narrative development, 
social media, and more. As a former 
member of  Congress, however, Suozzi 
is barred from lobbying Capitol Hill 
for the next two years.

The former congressman, Nassau 
County executive and Glen Cove 
mayor joins what Actum describes as 
an impressive bi-partisan roster of  
former elected officials across the 
globe that has joined the company 
since its founding in 2021. They 
include former Bronx borough presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr., former White 
House Chief  of  Staff  Mick Mulvaney, 
former Los Angeles mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa, and former U.S. Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer.

“Actum’s exceptional capabilities, 
global reach and unmatched talent 
have helped it grow into a powerful 
platform that gets results for clients,” 
Suozzi said, in a release. “I am thrilled 
to join this team as a co-chair of  its 
strategic advisory board, and be part 
of  its continued expansion.”

Fabian Nunez — a managing part-
ner for the firm who also is a former 
California State Assembly speaker — 
said Suozzi has a well-earned reputa-
tion as a pragmatic problem-solver.

“To be joined by someone of  his 
caliber and experience is a testament 
to the team we have at Actum, and our 
remarkable growth as a global con-
sulting firm,” Nunez said, in a release.

Suozzi announced his departure 
from Congress to run for New York 
governor in 2022, ultimately losing his 
challenge to incumbent Kathy Hochul. 
Before his entry into politics, Suozzi 
was a trained CPA and attorney. While 
in Congress, he was a member of  the 
House Ways and Means Committee, 
and vice chair of  the bi-partisan Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus. 

Suozzi takes on co-chair 
for Actum consulting firm

H e’s a very 
well-known 

individual.

CHRISTOPHER 
ORTIz
Glen Cove Deputy 
Chief
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 The Five Steps to an Elder Law Estate Plan
Elder law estate planning provides for (1) your 

care in the event you become disabled as you age, 
and who will be in charge of that care, and (2) the 
passing of your assets on death to whom you want, 
when you want, the way you want, with the least 
amount of taxes and legal fees possible. These are 
the five steps to creating such a plan.

Step One: Understanding the Family 
Dynamics. Clients often overlook the inestimable 
value of getting to know the family dynamic. We 
are firm believers that the social goes first and the 
legal should serve the social. Too often it is the 
other way around. Once we understand who’s who 
and everyone’s interpersonal relations with each 
other, we are far better able to craft a plan that 
will work socially as well as legally. The failure to 
address the social aspects has led to many a plan 
tearing the family apart.

Step Two: Reviewing the Client’s Assets. 
IRA’s and other “qualified” assets (i.e. tax deferred) 
are treated quite differently, on death or disability, 
from “non-qualified” assets. The determination 
of the amount and value of all assets, who owns 
them, and whether they have named beneficiaries 
are of the utmost importance in planning correctly, 

including saving legal fees and taxes.
Step Three: Reviewing Existing Estate 

Planning Documents. Not having been prepared 
by an elder law attorney, clients’ documents rarely 
have adequate provisions to take advantage of the 
many benefits the law provides for our elderly 
population. Wills instead of trusts have often been 
prepared either because the client was considerably 
younger and a trust was not needed or a trust 
was needed but the general practice lawyer was 
unfamiliar with the specifics of preparing a trust. 

Step Four: Developing the Elder Law 
Estate Plan. We are now in a position to determine 
which persons are best suited to handle your legal, 
financial and medical affairs on disability or death, 
what type of plan should be used and how the 
estate should be distributed   — keeping in mind the 
preservation of harmony in the family.

Step Five: Executing and Maintaining the 
Plan. Legal documents are explained and executed, 
assets are retitled and beneficiaries on assets 
changed in keeping with planning objectives. The 
client is called in to the law firm every three years 
to ensure the plan meets the client’s current wishes 
and conforms with any law changes.
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George Santos update

U.S. Rep. George Santos 

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

The scandal surrounding U.S. Rep. 
George Santos has propelled him to 
unprecedented infamy. His numerous 
falsehoods, and allegations of  fraud 
against him, have united elected offi-
cials on both sides of  the political aisle 
in expressing concerns over his seat in 
Congress. Most recently, New York 
Reps. Anthony D’Esposito and Marc 
Molinaro called for Santos to be 
expelled from Congress.

The House Ethics Committee, which 
is tasked with investigating and adjudi-
cating any alleged violations of  the 
House rules and reviewing financial 
disclosure statements, has opened an 
investigation into Santos’s lies, and 
alleged unlawful acts have come to light 
on an almost weekly basis since mid-
December. An ethics subcommittee has 
been designated to investigate his cam-
paign violations and allegations of  sex-
ual misconduct. 

In a House press release, the Investi-
gative Subcommittee stated that it 
would have jurisdiction to determine 
whether Santos engaged in unlawful 
activity during his 2022 congressional 

campaign; failed to properly disclose 
required information on statements 
filed with the House; violated federal 
conflict-of-interest laws 
in connection with his 
role in a firm providing 
fiduciary services; and/
or engaged in sexual 
misconduct toward an 
individual  seeking 
employment in his con-
gressional office. 

Rep. David Joyce, a 
Republican from Ohio, 
will chair the subcom-
mittee, and Rep. Susan 
Wild, a Pennsylvania 
Democrat, will be its 
ranking member. Reps. 
John Rutherford, a 
Republican from Flori-
da, and Glenn Ivey, a 
Maryland Democrat, 
will also be on the 
panel. The committee has issued a dis-
claimer that its creation does not indi-
cate that any violation has occurred. 

“The House Committee on Ethics 
has opened an investigation, and Con-
gressman George Santos is fully cooper-
ating,” his office’s Twitter account stat-

ed. “There will be no further comment 
made at this time.”

In an interview with the British tele-
vision journalist Piers 
Morgan, Santos admit-
ted to embellishing 
much of  his resume, 
including his work and 
education. 

“I’ve been a terrible 
liar on those subjects,” 
Santos told Morgan on 
Talk TV. “What I tried 
to convey to the Ameri-
can people is, I made 
mistakes of  allowing 
the pressures of  what I 
thought and needed to 
be done in order to … 
this wasn’t about trick-
ing anybody.”

Although Santos has 
admitted to fabricating 
parts of  his resume, he 

has stated on social media that he has 
had no part in any criminal wrongdo-
ing. 

Until the investigation is complete, 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy has 
said, Santos will remain a member of  
the Republican caucus in good stand-

ing. Santos has said he plans to serve 
his full two-year term.

There have been questions about 
Santos’s staff  as well. Thomas Datwy-
ler, who Santos claimed in late January 
was his campaign treasurer, stated that 
his position and title were listed with-
out his consent, and that he never want-
ed to work for the congressman. 

According to CNN, Andrew Olson 
has been listed as the treasurer of  San-
tos’s political committees since Feb. 21, 
but remains a mystery to local politi-
cians. According to a recent report, 
Olson is listed as living at the apart-
ment where Santos’s sister lived until 
earlier this year. 

Santos remains an outcast among 
local politicians. ABC7NY reported on 
March 3 that three Long Island congres-
sional colleagues spoke to 400 people 
from the business community at a Long 
Island Association Breakfast, which 
Santos was not invited to attend.

“He was never given an invitation 
because, again, we wanted to have this 
serious discussion, hear from our mem-
bers of  Congress about what they’re 
working on and do it without any dis-
tractions,” Matt Cohen, Long Island 
Association president, told ABC7NY. 

Ethics Committee will investigate Santos allegations
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By ANA BORRUTO
aborruto@liherald.com

The job of  someone in real estate goes beyond just 
helping clients buy, sell or rent properties. For 
many professionals, it is about the rewarding 
feeling of  finding a person or family’s “forever” 

home, and seeing their faces light up as they walk 
through the door. 

Individuals in the industry often strive to offer list-
ings or create developments with the goal of  enhanc-
ing a community and providing potential homebuyers 
with a lifestyle they have always dreamed of.  

The importance of  community involvement and 
advocacy could not ring more true in the room of  hun-

dreds of  real estate titans and 
visionaries at RichnerLive’s 
second annual Real Estate 
Achievement and Leadership 
Awards last week at The Heri-
tage Club at Bethpage in Farm-
ingdale. 

“Real estate in my blood,” 
said Kevin Law, partner and executive vice president 
of  Tritec Real Estate, and the keynote speaker of  the 
evening. “I care about this island — I am hoping that 
the things I do can make a difference, and make this 
region a little bit better to live, work and play.” 

This year’s REAL Awards honored dozens of  profes-
sionals in residential and commercial real estate, with 
some proceeds from the event supporting Habitat for 
Humanity Long Island — a global non-profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to bring people together to build 
affordable, environmentally stable homes for those in 
need.

Jennie Katz, president and owner of  Blue Island 
Homes, said in her 27 years in the business, the room 
for creativity is what she finds the most exciting as a 
broker. For example, she and her business partner, 
Mark Stempel, are planning to collaborate with interi-
or designers and decorators to stage a truck with all of  
Blue Island Homes’s listings.  

“I started my own business with Mark 10 months 
ago, and it was about being creative and doing some-
thing different,” Katz said. “It’s about passion. It’s 
about working really hard and being honest.” 

Michael Stanco, a licensed real estate broker for the 
Stanco Misiti team at Compass, talked about his spe-
cial project, The Residences at Glen Harbor, which 
received a residential REAL Award at the event. 

In the ever-changing housing market, Stanco said it 
is crucial to provide people with unique living oppor-
tunities such as The Residences at Glen Harbor — an 
alternative option to typical single-family homes. 

Anthony Bartone, managing partner of  Terwilliger 
and Bartone Properties, expressed a similar sentiment 
and discussed his philosophy of  mindfulness when 
introducing projects to Long Island neighborhoods — 
specifically the environmental impact. 

For example, Bartone’s organization pledged to only 
use native plantings in their developments because of  
the harmful risk invasive plants pose to the soil. 

“It’s important that we set all this up to the extent 
we can for our next generation,” Bartone said.

The REAL Awards trailblazer Deidre O’Connell — 
chief  executive of  Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International 
Realty — grabbed the audience’s attention with her 
inspirational speech about Realtors pushing through 
pandemic obstacles these last few years. 

She also shared some wisdom for the next genera-
tion of  homebuyers who may feel a bit anxious when it 
comes to the prospect of  living on Long Island. Statis-
tically, people who buy homes accumulate more money 
at the end — money they would not have if  they put it 
into renting a place, where there is no return. 

“You got to get in the game,” O’Connell said. “Young 
people have to start at the bottom if  their income isn’t 
going to get them in at the top. Once you’re in the 
game, you appreciate with the market.” 

The major sponsors of  the night included Easy Tax 
Credits, Tenantbase and Maidenbaum. Blue Island 
Homes, Coldwell Banker American Homes and E.W. 
Howell were gold sponsors of  the evening. 

Silver sponsors included Ackerman Law, Breslin 
Realty Development Corp., Coldwell Banker Distinc-
tive Homes, Cronin & Cronin Law Firm, Cushman & 
Wakefield, Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Douglas Elliman, GLS, Habitat Abstract, Hayduk Engi-
neering, Heatherwood, Japan Schlesinger Narendran, 
Lipsky Construction, Long Island Board of  Realtors, 
M&T Bank, Property Shark, R&M Engineering, 
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, Sahn Ward Braff  Koblenz, 

SMR, Stanco Misiti Team at Compass, Terwilliger & 
Bartone Properties, The Gitto Group, Valley Bank, 
Weatherstone Mortgage Corp.

“Our second annual REAL awards was another 
huge success,” exclaimed Stuart Richner, chief  execu-
tive of  Richner Communications, which created the 
REAL Awards. “Where else can you find so many indi-
viduals and organizations that fuel our local economy? 
The award recipients are staples in our communities, 
and their recognition is well-deserved. I am excited to 
see all that the future holds for Long Island.”

Long Island’s top real estate pros honored
Hundreds attend annual Real Estate Achievement and Leadership Awards

Tim Baker/Herald photos

MARk STeMple, ceO of Blue Island Homes, accepts his REAL Award with company president Jennie Katz and Herald 
Community Media publisher Stuart Richner.

DeiRDRe O’cONNell, ceO of Daniel Gale Sotheby’s 
International Realty, shared her experiences as a trailblaz-
er at the REAL Awards at The Heritage Club at Bethpage in 
Farmingdale.

keviN lAw, pARTNeR and executive vice president of 
Tritec Real Estate, delivers the keynote address at the 
REAL Awards.

Turn the page 
for all the 
winners, and 
more photos!
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Residential
The Residences at Glen Harbor
Michael W. Stanco
Stanco Misiti Team at Compass

Gina Marie Bettenhauser
Coldwell Banker Distinctive Homes
Long Island Board of Realtors 

Hilary Becker
Becker Realty Services Inc.

Molly Deegan
Branch Real Estate Group

John & Barbara Gandolfo
Coldwell Banker American Homes

Kevin Leatherman
Leatherman Homes

Donna O’Reilly Einemann
Douglas Elliman Real Estate

Luciane Serifovic
Luxian International Realty

Shawn Steinmuller
Shawn Michael Realty

Mark Stempel & Jennie Katz
Blue Island Homes

Helena Veloso
Douglas Elliman Real Estate

Malka Asch
Coach Realtors

Miriam Hagendorn
Serhant

Ricki Noto 
Coldwell Banker American Homes

Scott Wallace 
Daniel Gale Sotheby’s  
International Realty

David Kasner 
Coldwell Banker American Homes

Commercial
Thomas DeLuca
Cushman & Wakefield of Long Island 

Anthony Bartone 
Terwilliger & Bartone Properties LLC

Kenneth Breslin, Esq.
Breslin Realty Development Corp. 

Christopher Capece
Heatherwood

Rob Gitto
The Gitto Group 

Mark Meisner
The Birch Group

E.W. Howell Construction Group

Special Awards
Michael Maturo
RXR Realty

Martin Lomazow
CBRE

Michael S. Ackerman
Ackerman Law PLLC

John D. Chillemi
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek PC

Bryan P. McCrossen
Jaspan Schlesinger Narendran LLP

Christopher H. Palmer
Cullen and Dykman LLP

Ellen N. Savino
Sahn Ward Braff Koblenz PLLC 

Commercial Industrial Broker  
Society of Long Island
David Pennetta

Stephen A. Hayduk
Hayduk Engineering LLC

Gilbert Balanoff
The Law Offices of Gilbert Balanoff PC

Tiffany Balanoff
Douglas Elliman Real Estate

Nicholas Ceccarini
Weatherstone Mortgage Corp. 

Christine Curiale
Valley Bank

Melissa Curtis
Contour Mortgage

Michael Steinberg
Hedgestone Business Advisors

Alex Lipsky 
Lipsky Construction

Sean M. Cronin, Esq.
Cronin & Cronin Law Firm PLLC

Ryan J. Coyne
Serhant

VincePropertyShark
PropertyShark.com

Habitat Abstract

2023 Real Estate Achievement 
and Leadership Award winners

FAthER/
dAughtER 
tEAm giLbERt 
and Tiffany 
Balanoff, above, 
were recognized 
for Gilbert’s work 
with The Law 
Offices of Gilbert 
Balanoff, and 
Tiffany’s job as a 
licensed real 
estate agent at 
Douglas Elliman.

miRiAm 
hAgEndoRn 
gEts her REAL 
Award from 
Stuart Richner, at 
left, for her work 
as a licensed 
real estate 
salesperson a 
Serhant.

dAvid KAsnER, bRAnch manager of Coldwell Banker American Homes, at left, and 
Daniel Williams, president of E.W. Howell Construction Group, at right, get their awards 
from Stuart Richner.

Tim Baker/Herald photos
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Tim Baker/Herald photos

Hundreds of Honorees, guests and sponsored enjoyed refreshments and conversation ahead of the second annual REAL Awards hosted by RichnerLive.

Bryan McCrossen, Center 
at top-left, a partner at Jaspan 
Schlesinger Narendran, joins 
strategic marketer and financial 
educator Jesika Kalika in the 
selfie booth.

JoHn frasCella, 
MaidenBauM’s residential 
property tax supervisor, was a 
major sponsor of the REAL 
Awards.

tHoMas deluCa, senior 
director and real estate broker 
at Cushman & Wakefield of 
Long Island — at left —enjoys a 
moment before receiving a 
REAL Award of his own.

Courtesy Le Selfie

Courtesy Le Selfie

Helena Veloso, at center in pink, has fun with the rest of her Douglas Elliman Real Estate 
team at the selfie booth at the REAL Awards.



By MALLORY WILSON
mwilson@liherald.com

hen Randi Shubin Dresner was 8, she raised 
her hand during a school assembly — and 
that one action shaped the course of  her life.

The assembly, at McVey Elementary 
School in East Meadow, was focused on the March of  
Dimes, an organization that works to improve the health 
of  mothers and babies. Representatives were there to talk 
about an upcoming walk-a-thon, and they asked students 
if  they wanted to serve as school representatives for the 
event. Shubin Dresner didn’t hesitate to raise her hand.

“I raised my hand at 8 years old, and I never put it 
down again,” she said. “I volunteered through my entire 
childhood at the March of  Dimes, as well as a couple of  
other organizations.”

Shubin Dresner, now 62, is the president and chief  
executive officer of  Island Harvest, the nation’s largest 
hunger-relief  organization, based in Melville. The food 
bank has a wide variety of  programs to help feed those in 
need, from children to seniors and veterans.

She started there in 2001, after meeting longtime Island 
Harvest board member Stuart Richner, chief  executive of  
Richner Communications and publisher of  the Heralds, 
in an elevator at a networking event. At the time, Shubin 
Dresner was working at the Heckscher Museum of  Art. 
She talked to Richner about the possibility of  sponsoring 
an event the museum was having.

“In the time it took to go from one floor to the next, I 
introduced myself, told him about the organization that I 
worked with, and almost got him to become a sponsor of  
the event,” she recalled. “He is and was a board member at 
Island Harvest, and went back to the organization and 
said, ‘I just met this person — you better call her and 
recruit her to come to Island Harvest.’”

Shubin Dresner said that she turned the job down more 

than once before deciding to make the switch to the food 
bank. “It was an interesting mission that I could relate to, 
and it was a very small organization at the time,” she said. 
“I was encouraged by the fact that the board recognized 
that there was a lot of  growth potential, and the board put 
a lot of  trust in me and my vision for the organization.”

Island Harvest wasn’t the first time she explored her 
potential as a leader. Shubin Dresner has been in the non-
profit sector her whole life. In middle school, she started 
her own March of  Dimes chapter in her basement, and 
recruited her friends. 

“I just liked what they were talking about,” she recalled. 
“I liked their enthusiasm, and their excitement about the 
work they were doing, and I wanted to be part of  it.”

At 17, she became a full-time employee at March of  
Dimes. And from there, she never looked back. Before 
landing at Island Harvest, she spent time at the Viscardi 
Center, in Albertson, and the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, among other organizations. At the National MS 
Society, she served as executive director of  the Nassau 
County chapter, and at just 23, she transformed it from a 
failing organization to an award-winning chapter.

“I knew from an early age that this was going to be my 
career,” Shubin Dresner said. “I loved doing fundraising, I 
loved presenting and talking at groups, and giving back to 
the community, and creating programs that support that 
community.”

Many of  her early career years were shaped by her 
time at the March of  Dimes and the role models she met 
there — especially the organization’s executive director at 
the time, Lottie Seligman.

“In the mid- to late ’60s, there weren’t a lot of  women in 
business,” Shubin Dresner said. “I watched (Seligman) 
and tried to model her in my early years of  building my 
career. The women who were the directors and managers 
at the organization really taught me a lot. I had really 
incredible women models in my career.”

Now, at Island Harvest, she prides herself  on the rela-
tionship she has with the board of  directors, and how 
much she’s been able to involve her family in her lifelong 
mission of  helping others. 

“I’m honored to be in this work,” she said. “I’m hon-
ored to have this opportunity to work at organizations for 
an entire career that has an impact on changing lives.”

It all started the moment she raised her hand
WOMEN’S 

Herald file photo

RANDI SHUBIN DRESNER, chief executive and president 
of Island Harvest, has worked in nonprofits since she was 
a child.
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STEPPING OUT
The Ugly Duckling
Lightwire Theater brings a classic
tale to the modern stage. Since 
bursting to national acclaim after 
appearing as semi-fi nalists on 
‘America’s Got Talent’ and winning 
the top honors on truTV’s ‘Fake 
Off,’ Lightwire has gone on to 
enthrall audiences worldwide 
with their unique combination 
of skill and grace as told through 
the technological innovations of 
moving light characters. In this 
unforgettable theatrical experience 
— created with electroluminescent 
wire — the beloved story of ‘The 
Ugly Duckling’ plays out through 
a cutting-edge blend of puppetry, 
technology and dance. Ideally 
suited to kids through Grade 6, 
all ages will enjoy this innovative 
re-imagining of the beloved tale, 
with its dazzling visuals, poignant 
choreography and creative use of 
music ranging from classical to pop.

Saturday, March 11, 11 a.m. $28. 
Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark 
on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port 
Washington. (516) 767-6444 or 
LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

 Smitten by chocolate, and so 
much more. Temptations await at the 
Chocolate Expo’s latest edition, ready to 
entice everyone on March 12. 
 The popular event is back on Long 
Island to delight chocoholics at its new 
location — Hofstra University’s David 
S. Mack Sports & Exhibition Complex 
in Hempstead, for a day-long foodie 
paradise. More than 80 vendors — 
representing Long Island, New England 
and elsewhere, even international 
purveyors — will share their sweet and 
savory wares during this unique food-
centric festival.
 Founder Marvin Baum says this year’s event includes many fi rst-time 
vendors as well as a diversity of offerings — even some for your beloved 
pooch. As Baum puts it: “People take care of themselves with special 
treats, so why not let your pet enjoy some, too? 
 Visitors can celebrate and indulge in gourmet chocolates, baked goods, 
specialty items, cheeses, wines, spirits, hard ciders, craft sodas, and much 
more. Of course tasting is very much a part of it all — starting from the 
moment you enter. Guests are greeted by fountains overfl owing with dark, 
white and milk chocolates, in which a selection of fresh fruit, marshmallows 
pretzels and Rice Krispies treats can be deliciously drenched.
 “When you go to these festivals, you remember something you tried that 
you can’t get elsewhere,” Baum says. “That’s what we try to do with this.”
 Participating chocolatiers offer chocolate bonbons, chocolate bars, 

raw chocolate, hot chocolate, chocolate fudge, 
chocolate novelties, chocolate barks and 

chocolate-covered goodies, chocolate- 
covered soft pretzels, even chocolate- 

covered bacon. Cupcakes, brownies, 
doughnuts, and assorted cakes 

are showcased along with other 
gluten-free offerings and other 
baked goods, while hot cocoa, 
wine, and hard ciders, and 
even chocolate moonshine, will 
be among the craft beverages 
available for tasting and 

purchase.

   

The Sicilian Tenors
The Sicilian Tenors bring their 
dynamic sound to Tilles Center, 
ready to put their spin on the 
classics, and so much more. The 
three classically trained tenors sing 
their own interpretations of some 
of the world’s best music in this 
lively evening. It’s a journey from 
Hollywood to Broadway to Italy 
as these operatic voices perform a 
wide selection of beloved songs. 
Combined with light-hearted fun, 
Aaron Caruso, Elio Scaccio and 
Sam Vitale put on an appealing 
show for everyone — all ages and 
musical tastes. They are a fresh 
and accessible take on the great 
Italian musical tradition. Always 
in demand, their special blend 
of classic opera and Broadway 
hits, along with Rat Pack-type 
shenanigans is a consistent crowd-
pleaser. 

Saturday, March 18, 8 p.m. $52, 
$42, $32. Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts, LIU Post campus, 
720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville. 
(516) 299-3100 or TillesCenter.org.

  

•  Sunday, March 12, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.

•  Tickets are $20 adult, $15            
ages 5-12 or $30 adult, $15 
ages 5-12 at door; available 
from TheChocolateExpo.com

•  Hofstra University, David S. 
Mack Sports & Exhibition 
Complex, Hempstead

By Karen Bloom

A sweet time
awaits at the

 Surrounded by confections

Photos courtesy Chuck Fishman
Take your pick. This year’s Chocolate Expo is a showcase of 
scrumptious bites.

 
 “We’re really excited to be here,” Baum says, noting that his 
chocolate-fest has emerged from the pandemic renewed and re-
invigorated. “We love to work with local vendors and support new 
businesses by introducing people to them.”
 These include: The Best Goody Bag, a Valley Stream baker of custom 
birthday cakes and other birthday-related treats; Peace Love & Hot 
Chocolate, a purveyor of gourmet hot chocolate kits, based in Island Park; 
Uncle Jeff’s Pecan Pies, a Wantagh baker, who’s all about pie — pecan 
pie that defi es imagination; and West Hempstead’s Sunfl ower Bake Shop, 
which specializes in kosher and vegan baked goods.
 If your palate reaches sensory overload, take a break for a while and 
check out some of the many activities that round out the day. Magician 
Eric Wilzig, of “America’s Got Talent” fame, performs two high-energy 
“extreme” magic shows on the Expo stage. Actor Paris Themmen — who 
starred as Mike TeeVee in the original “Willy Wonka & The Chocolate 
Factory” fi lm — is on the scene to greet guests from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
plus he does an interview noon, followed by audience Q&A.
 Also appearing is chef Francis Legge, a winner of Food Network’s 
“Beat Bobby Flay” and a contestant on Netfl ix’s “Snack vs. Chef,” who 
will do an on-stage demonstration, while Long Island’s DJ Chef, who won 
Food Network’s “Cuthroat Kitchen,” does his “Beats & Sweets Interactive 
Cooking Show,” combining his passions for food and music. Kids will 
enjoy face painting and balloon twisting activities in the Kidz Zone, along 
with chocolate-themed crafts.

Expo
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STEPPING OUT
Pat McGann
Pat McGann is quickly rising as one
of the sharpest stand-ups on the 
comedy scene. A relative latecomer 
to comedy, he began doing stand-
up at 31 after realizing he was not 
very good at selling packaging. 
He hustled his way to become the 
house emcee at Zanies Chicago, 
where he distinguished himself as 
especially adept at working the 
crowd. A husband and father of 
three young children, McGann’s 
appeal stems from his quick wit 
and relatable take on family life 
and marriage. In 2017, McGann 
began touring as the opening act 
for Sebastian Maniscalco, moving 
with him from clubs to theater, 
to arenas, including four sold-
out shows at Madison Square 
Garden. McGann’s relatively short, 
but impressive resume, includes 
Montreal’s famed Just For Laughs 
Festival, Gilda’s LaughFest, The 
Great American Comedy Festival, 
and more. McGann still calls 
Chicago home.

Saturday, Feb. 11, 8 p.m. $40, $35, 
$30, $25. The Paramount, 370 
New York Ave., Huntington. (800) 
745-3000 or Ticketmaster.com or 
ParamountNY.com.

 “When We All Stand,” Hofstra University Museum of Art’s new exhibition, examines 
the collective power of the arts in society. 
 Curated by Alexandra Giordano — the museum’s assistant director of exhibition and 
collection — the exhibit underscores artists’ civic responsibility and infl uence. 
 “It highlights the vital role that artists have in activating democratic values that 
promise equality and freedom, encouraging civic engagement, and cultivating unity,” 
Giordano says. “Artists often lead the charge and expose truths that may otherwise be 
ignored. The artists in this exhibition take a stand and call out injustices through their art 
and activism on issues such as immigration, gender, reproductive rights, mass incarceration, 
voting rights, racial bias, gun violence, and promises unfulfi lled. They all combine the making 
of art with public service that has a grassroots approach in the hope of mobilizing their 
communities and the nation to ignite movement, create awareness, and inspire others to 
stand with them.” 
 This exhibit, which runs through July 28, is in conjunction with Hofstra’s 
13th presidential conference on the Barack Obama presidency coming up in April.
 “We were interested in the idea that the artist has a civic responsibility,” says 
museum director Karen Albert. “The initial idea for this exhibition was inspired by 
an Obama Administration White House briefi ng that took place on May 12, 2009, 
where more than 60 artists and creative organizers met with administration offi cials to 
discuss the collective power of the arts to build community, create change, and chart 
a pathway for national recovery in the areas of social justice, civic participation and 
activism.”
 To that end, unlike other recent exhibits that showcased the museum’s 
permanent collection, Giordano reached out to contemporary artists who loaned 
the museum their selected works. Some 36 pieces are on view — representing 
all media — from Emma Amos, Molly Crabapple and the Equal Justice Initiative, 
For Freedoms, Miguel Luciano, Michele Pred, Hank Willis Thomas, and Sophia 
Victor.
 “The way our climate is now, this exhibit could not be more timely than 
at this moment,” Albert adds.
 Among the highlights, she points to the series of prints from the 
collective For Freedoms. Their four large scale photos are based on 
Norman Rockwell’s 1943 oil paintings inspired by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s 1941 State of the Union address that outlined what he 
considered the essential four democratic values freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. For 
Freedoms has interpreted these iconic works for our era. 
 “It’s the same composition,” Albert says. “From 1940s America, 
these (works) show what America is today, our diversity and what we look 
like now.”
 As always the museum offers additional 
programming to enhance the exhibit experience. 
Upcoming events include an artist panel on Feb. 23, 
which examines the role of the artist as activist, and a 
gallery tour with Alexandra Giordano, March 16.

By Karen Bloom

Yarn/Wire 
Now in its 18th year, Adelphi 
University’s ‘new music’
series welcomes Yarn/Wire. 
The intrepid New York-based 
piano-percussion quartet has 
forged a singular path with 
endlessly inventive collaborations, 
commissions and performances 
that have made a signifi cant 
contribution to the canon of 
experimental works. The quartet 
features founding member Laura 
Barger and Julia Den Boer on 
piano and Russell Greenberg, 
also a founding member, and Sae 
Hashimoto playing percussion. 
Barger is a frequent guest with 
many top American contemporary 
ensembles. French-American Den 
Boer performs internationally as 
a soloist and chamber musician. 
Greenberg is in demand with varied 
ensembles. Hashimoto, the newest 
member, contributes a unique 
approach to performance cultivated 
by her intensive classical training .

Friday, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. $30 
with discounts available to seniors, 
students, alumni and employees. 
Adelphi University Performing Arts 
Center, 1 South Ave., Garden City. 
(516) 877-4000 or Adelphi.edu/pac.

Can art change the world? It’s a question 
that’s been at the focus of our collective 
culture for centuries. Now as society 
navigates the complexities of modern life, 
art as a path for social change is at the 
forefront of artistic expression.

Creative advocacy

•  Saturday and Sunday, noon-4 
p.m.; Tuesday through Friday, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

•  Emily Lowe Hall Gallery, 
South Campus, Hempstead. 
For information and to RSVP, 
call (516) 463-5672, or visit 
Hofstra.edu/museum

WHERE 

WHEN

Courtesy Hofstra Universally Museum of Art

Photos: Norman Rockwell’s celebrated ‘Four Freedoms’ are rein-
terpreted as photos by Hank Willis Thomas and Emily Shur in 
collaboration with Eric Gottesman and the Wyatt Gallery. 

Courtesy of the artist and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York.

Sculpture: Hank Willis Thomas, ‘Lives of Others,’ 2014, made 
from black urethane resin and standing 57 inches tall. 



THE SCENE
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Johnny Mac Band
Enjoy lively tunes with the 
Johnny Mac Band, Saturday, 
March 25, starting at 8 p.m., 
at Still Partners. The band is 
known for their spicy rhythm 
and blues, phat funk and hot 
jams, 225 Sea Cliff Ave., Sea 
Cliff. Visit StillPartners.com for 
information.

Breastfeeding 
Support Group
Mercy Hospital offers a peer to 
peer meeting for breastfeeding
support and resources, 
facilitated by a certified 
breastfeeding counselor, 
every Thursday, 10:30 
a.m.–11:30 a.m. Bring your 
baby (from newborn to 1 
year) to the informal group 
setting. All new moms are 
welcome, regardless of 
delivering hospital. Registration 
required. Call breastfeeding 
counselor, Gabriella Gennaro, 
at (516) 705-2434 to secure 
you and your baby’s spot. 
Mercy Hospital, St. Anne’s 
Building, 1000 North Village 
Ave., Rockville Centre. For 
information visit CHSLI.org.

March
11

Every
Thurs.

StepCrew
StepCrew brings their Celtic 
flair to the Adelphi University 
Performing Arts Center stage, 
Saturday, March 11, 7:30 p.m. 
The talented cast of dancers and 
musicians is led by Long Island’s 
Cara Butler and the Pilatzke 
Brothers, Jon and Nathan. All 
three are longtime touring 
members of the acclaimed 
The Chieftains. The StepCrew 
boasts Celtic and World music 
from three world-class fiddle 
players backed by a five-piece 
ensemble, featuring three dance 
styles — Irish, Tap, and Ottawa 
Valley step dance. Tickets start 
at $55, with discounts available 
to seniors, students, Adelphi 
alumni and employees. Adelphi 
University Performing Arts 
Center, 1 South Ave., Garden 
City. (516) 877-4000 or Adelphi.
edu/pac.

Willie Nile
The singer-songwriter visits the Landmark stage, Saturday, April 1, 8 p.m. Nestled somewhere 
between power-pop and American folk you will find Willie Nile strumming his guitar. A true 
believer in rock n’ roll, over the years Nile has made admirers out of Bruce Springsteen and 
Pete Townshend who personally requested him to tour with The Who, among others who 

sing his praises. The New York Times called him “one of the most gifted singer-songwriters to emerge from 
the New York scene in years.” Nile shares the stage with James Maddock; their pairing results in an exciting 
evening of roots rock. $42, $36, $31. Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port 
Washington. (516) 767-6444 or LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

April
1
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Senior Lunch 
Program
Enjoy visiting friends, with a 
delicious lunch and chair yoga, 
at the popular senior program 
hosted by Mutual Concerns, 
every Tuesday, at Saint Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, at 253 
Glen Ave., in Sea Clifff. Those 
iinterested in joining the lunch 
program can call Peggie Como 
at (516) 675-7239.

Whaleboat Chats
Explore the fascinating history 
of whaling, Saturday, April 
1, 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m., 
at The Whaling Museum & 
Education Center. Examine 
the museum’s whaleboat,  
touch a harpoon and more, 
during the drop-in chat, 301 
Main Street, in Cold Spring 
Harbor. For information, visit 
CSHWhalingMuseum.org.

In concert
Singer-songwriters Kala 
Farnham and Lara Herscovitch 
share the bill and swap songs 
during the monthly Hard Luck 
Café series, co-presented 
by the Folk Music Society of 
Huntington and the Cinema 
Arts Centre, Wednesday, 
March 15, 7-10 p.m. An open 
mic precedes the concert, in 
Cinema’s Sky Room, 423 Park 
Ave., Huntington. $20. For 
tickets and information, visit 
CinemaArtsCentre.org.

On stage
Mo Willems’ popular The Pigeon 
comes alive on the Long Island 
Children’s Museum stage, 
Saturday, March 11, 11:30 a.m.; 
Thursday and Friday, March 16-
17, 10:15 a.m. and noon. Pigeon 
is eager to try anything. LICM, 
Museum Row, Garden City. (516) 
224-5800 or LICM.org.

Family theater
Everyone’s favorite cat comes to mischievous life in this theatrical 
adaptation of the Dr. Seuss classic, presented Plaza Theatrical 
Productions, Saturday, March 11, 11 a.m.; Sunday, March 12, noon. 
See what goes on during that rainy day when two siblings are home 
alone with their pet fish while their parents are out of town, and the 
tall cat wearing a hat appears. Tickets are $15. Visit the Plaza stage at 
The Showplace at Bellmore Movies, 222 Pettit Avenue, Bellmore. For 
information/tickets, go to PlazaTheatrical.com or call (516) 599-6870.

Lunch and lecture 
with Bettina Berch
Examine work of trailblazing 
female photographers Mattie 
Edwards Hewitt and Frances 
Benjamin Johnston, Saturday, 
March 25, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
at Planting Fields Arboretum. 
Join author Bettina Berch 
for a lunch-lecture, at 1395 
Planting Fields Road, Oyster 
Bay. For more information, visit 
PlantingFields.org.

‘Forever 
Plaid’
Plaza Theatrical 
is ready to spring 
forward with 
“Forever Plaid,” 
an affectionate 
musical homage to 
the close harmony 
guy groups that 
reached the height 
of their popularity 

during the ‘50s, Saturday, March 18, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, March 19, 
2:30 p.m.; Thursday, March 23, 2 p.m. The show features such hits 
as “Three Coins in a Fountain,” “Heart and Soul,” “Catch a Falling 
Star,” and “Love is A Many Splendored Thing.” It’s performed at 
Plaza’s stage at the Elmont Library Theatre, 700 Hempstead Tpke., 
Elmont. $49, $45 seniors. Elmont. For tickets, call (516) 599-6870 or 
visit PlazaTheatrical.com.

Passport Weekend
Oyster Bay Town Clerk Richard 
LaMarca’s office holds a special 
one-stop Passport Weekend, 
Saturday and Sunday, March 
18-19, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
Town Hall North, 54 Audrey 
Ave., Oyster Bay. For more 
information or to schedule an 
appointment, call (516) 624-
6324.

Book talk
Author David Epstein discusses 
his most recent book, “Range: 
Why Generalists Triumph in 
a Specialized World,” during 
Gold Coast Public Library’s 
virtual program, Monday, 
March 13, 1 p.m. Register at 
GoldCoastLibrary.org. For more 
information, call (516) 759-
8300.
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16½ WEEKS ONLY - MUST CLOSE JULY 9!

DIRECT FROM LONDON 
FEATURING THE ORIGINAL MISCHIEF COMPANY

“JOYOUS PHYSICAL COMEDY  
AND DISASTER!”

PANGOESWRONGBWAY.COM
  212-239-6200  Barrymore Theatre     243 W 47th St (between Broadway & 8th Ave)

ON BROADWAY MARCH 17
FROM THE CREATORS OF  THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG
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By ANA BORRUTO
aborruto@liherald.com

After dozens of  hearings, months of  
public input and several heated exchang-
es among Nassau County lawmakers on 
both sides of  the aisle, a final district 
map drawing out borders for the 19 legis-
lative districts for the next 10 years has 
finally passed.

All 11 Republicans of  the majority 
voted for the map, while seven Democrat-
ic minority members voted in opposition. 
For those on the wrong side of  the vote, it 
was a disappointing — but inevitable — 
end to community members and Demo-
cratic officials who have been vocal over 
their claims of  partisan gerrymandering. 

“Tomorrow morning, students in Nas-
sau County are going to wake up to a 
snow day,” Democratic legislator Josh 
Lafazan said ahead of  the region’s first 
real snowfall of  the season. “This legisla-
tive body is going to wake up to a lawsuit. 

“Our constituents lose tonight, and 
nobody wins.” 

Before the evening vote, some mem-
bers of  the community gathered to 
express final pleas for the Nassau County 
Legislature to not approve the map. They 
claim the map fails to include five majori-
ty-minority districts, it violates state and 
federal voting laws, neglects to consider 
racial demographics, and dilutes minori-
ty votes in communities such as Lakev-
iew and Freeport. 

In fact, dozens of  Lakeview residents 
turned up at a previous public hearing 
sharing stories of  their fight for equality 
and fair representation. 

The current map places Lakeview — a 
predominantly Black community of  
more than 6,200 people — in a district 
with predominantly white communities 
likeMalverne, Lynbrook, West Hemp-
stead and East Rockaway. 

Scottie Coads said the hearts of  her 
Lakeview neighbor are “hurting” 
because of  this decision. 

“I almost went to tears when I saw our 
hard work being put into a district with 
Lynbrook and Malverne,” Coads said. 
“Those people don’t even want us there. 
They don’t even talk to us.” 

Doris Hicks Newkirk, president of  the 
Lakeview NAACP and former educator 
in the Malverne school district, said she 
knows of  young Black students who have 
been told to “go back where they came 
from,” and called racial slurs. 

Lisa Ortiz, one of  the founding mem-
bers of  the Lakeview Civic Association, 
talked about how the Malverne district 
became the first in the state to be forced 
into desegregation — more than a decade 
after the national Brown v. Board of  Edu-
cation decision.

For more than 60 years, many repre-
sentatives of  Lakeview and the school 
district fought to have a street name of  a 
Ku Klux Klan leader removed — only 
recently accomplishing this feat. 

Fast forward to today, the redistricting 
process is another hurdle the Lakeview 
community is not backing down on. 

“When we think about disenfranchis-

ing — when you think about gerryman-
dering — you think about making sure 
that you are silencing a community that 
has a very, very loud voice,” Ortiz said. 
“That’s exactly what you’re doing.”

County legislature minority leader 
Kevan Abrahams called out his Republi-
can colleagues for choosing secrecy over 
transparency during the redistricting 
process, especially when it came to the 
legal fees for the analysis provided by 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP. 

“We have the power and the authority 
tonight to do the right thing,” Abrahams 
said. “Unfortunately, this map is going to 
go forward, and this body is choosing to 
vote for a map that is illegal. None of  us 
want this. I’d rather things get worked 
out, because ultimately, the lawsuit is 

going to cost taxpayers money.” 
But presiding officer Richard 

Nicolello said numerous changes 
were made to the map to acknowl-
edge this input. He also admitted 
not every request was addressed 
in the final proposal, but in the 
end, the district lines were consid-
ered fair and applicable to state 
and federal laws. 

“Did we make every requested 
change? No. Is this map perfect? 
No. But perfection is impossible in 
redistricting,” Nicolello said. 
“This map is a fair map. It pro-
vides for equal representation for 
all our residents, and protects 
community interests as much as 
possible.”

County maps ‘not perfect,’ but still ‘fair’ 
New legislative districts approved along partisan lines

Ana Borruto/Herald photos

NAssAU COUNTy LegisLATURe presiding officer Richard Nicolello shared heated exchanges with minority caucus leader Kevan 
Abrahams over the past few weeks over the new countywide district map. At the final meeting, Nicolello and 10 other Republican 
majority members voted in favor of their map, admitting that while it is not perfect, it is fair and protects community interests.

sCOTTie COAds Of Lakeview expresses her anger 
over countywide district maps at several public 
hearings before Nassau County lawmakers ahead 
of them passing a final proposal late last month. 
For decades, Coads has fought for fair 
representation in Lakeview, a predominantly Black 
community placed in a district with Malverne, 
Lynbrook and East Rockaway.

NAssAU COUNTy LegisLATOR and Democratic 
minority leader Kevan Abrahams joined his 
political colleagues voting against a proposed 
countywide redistricting map last month. The 
votes weren’t enough, but Abrahams wanted to be 
on the record for his claims the map represented 
partisan gerrymandering while violating voting 
rights protections for minority communities.
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FIGHTING AGAINST FRAUD: 
Learn the 411 on Recognizing a Scam

For more information regarding this program, contact
Rachel Leoutsakos at rleoutsakos@liherald.com or 516.569.4000 x242

HOST

Michael Hinman
Executive Editor

Herald Community
Newspapers

SPEAKERS

Michael V. 
Del Giudice

Postal Inspector 
Team Leader

New York Division 

Bernard Macias
Associate State 

Director -
Long Island

AARP New York

CAN’T MAKE THE LIVE WEBINAR? YOU CAN STILL REGISTER AND YOU’LL RECEIVE THE RECORDING BY EMAIL!

FREE 2-PART WEBINAR SERIES

SPONSORED BY:

Donna Harris 
Public Information 

Representative
United States Postal 
Inspection Service 

Headquarters

Help protect yourself from fraud and scams! This FREE webinar series will 
cover identity theft, elder fraud abuse and how to recognize the warning signs. 
Representatives from AARP Long Island and United States Postal Inspectors will 
also provide information about scams targeting people age 50-plus and their 

families, tactics fraudsters use, and resources available to help fraud. 
 

Advance registration is required.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023
12-1PM
IDENTITY THEFT:
Each year thousands of Americans fall victim to 
Identity (ID) Theft. Consumers reported losing 
nearly $8.8 Billion to scams in 2022. This webinar 
will focus on:
• Understanding Personal Identifiable 
    Information (PII)
• Scams that target your PII
• Tips to safeguard your identity

REGISTER at
 www.LIHERALD.com/identity

THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023
12-1PM
ELDER FRAUD ABUSE:
Con artists don’t really care about your age or your 
needs. Their only goal is to separate you from 
your hard-earned money. Learn how to recognize 
scams. We’ll cover:
• Grandparent or Relative in need scams
• Lottery and Sweepstakes Scams
• Investment Scams

REGISTER at
 www.LIHERALD.com/elder

SATURDAY APRIL 22, 2023
10AM-1PM • IN-PERSON

FREE AARP LONG ISLAND IN-PERSON SHREDDING EVENTS 
Stay one step ahead of identity thieves by shredding personal & financial documents. 
Register and reserve your spot for a FREE drive-through contactless shredding event. 

(Limit 3 bags per car)

LOCATION: 
Nassau Community College

One Education Drive • Garden City, NY
 (Entrance to parking lot at Miller Place)

REGISTER at
https://bit.ly/ShredGardenCity

LOCATION: 
Michael J Tully Park

1801 Evergreen Avenue • 
New Hyde Park, NY

REGISTER at
https://bit.ly/ShredNewHydePark

LOCATION: 
Farmingdale Library
116 Merritts Road • 

Farmingdale, NY

REGISTER at
https://bit.ly/ShredFarmingdale

SATURDAY MAY 6, 2023
9AM-12PM • IN-PERSON

SATURDAY MAY 20, 2023
10AM-12PM • IN-PERSON

PRESENTS
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By MICHAEL MALASZCZYK
mmalaszczyk@liherald.com

It’s been a little more than a year since Bruce Blake-
man officially took office as Nassau County executive. 
Since then, how much has life improved for the nearly 1.4 
million people living under his administration?

Significantly. At least according to Blakeman, thanks to 
his work with the majority party in the Nassau County 
Legislature. Triumphs Blakeman shared as part of  his 
Feb. 28 State of  the County address.

And there was a lot on Blakeman’s plate, after taking 
over for Laura Curran — not all that could be handled at 
the county level. Inflation. Catalytic converter theft. Sup-
port for local businesses. Bringing Nassau out of  the 
Covid-19 era. And challenging some proposals that had 
made their way down from Albany. 

“Our administration increased the boost (of  the) Nas-
sau Main Street grants program by an additional $10 mil-
lion to support small businesses and keep family-owned 
businesses in Nassau County,” Blakeman said. He also 
met with professionals and entrepreneurs from a number 
of  communities to begin work on expanding opportuni-
ties “for all people so that every community in every per-
son — Black, white, Asian, Hispanic and Latino — share 
in our county’s prosperity.”

It is important to invest in local business because Nas-
sau is bigger than 10 states by population, and has a high-
er gross domestic product than 145 countries, Blakeman 
said. And there is something in the works that could 
shake this up even more — the proposed plan to bring a 
Las Vegas Sands casino to the Nassau Coliseum. 

“We are considering this proposal, and I have consis-
tently stated that we would keep an open mind,” Blake-
man said. But there are conditions.

“It must be world-class, with a luxury hotel and enter-
tainment component,” he said. “It must bring significant 

revenue to the county and surrounding areas, including 
construction and permanent jobs. And third, it must have 
the support of  the community.”

A cornerstone of  the Blakeman administration has 
been tackling the mass thefts of  catalytic converters in 
Nassau. Some of  that concluded in December with “Oper-
ation Cat-Track,” partnering with Nassau County Police 
Department commissioner Patrick Ryder to recover $7 
million worth of  stolen converters. The operation, Blake-
man added, put a significant dent on an organized crime 
ring responsible for the thefts.

“I especially want to thank Sen. Chuck Schumer for 

asking the Department of  Justice to help us and send a 
special response team to mobilize and to help crack down 
on these thefts,” Blakeman said. 

While the Republican executive crossed party lines to 
praise Schumer, he still had some harsh words for Joe 
Biden, blaming the president’s border policies for the cur-
rent fentanyl crisis.

Democrats closer to home — in his county legislature 
— took issue with some of  what Blakeman said, specifical-
ly where the credit should go for the positive direction in 
the last year.

“While we got off  to a very rocky start when the county 
executive first took office, there has been some progress,” 
County Legislator Delia DeRiggi-Whitton said as part of  
the Democratic response. “I am glad to report that minori-
ty-led proposals have been adopted, including a gas tax 
holiday, (and) tax relief  for eligible seniors and disabled 
homeowners. And just this Monday, property tax exemp-
tions for volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers.”

However, DeRiggi-Whitton hit Blakeman over the ongo-
ing county tax assessment issue, which remains frozen. 
Blakeman maintained in the speech that much of  the 
issue with tax assessment is still the fault of  the Curran 
administration, which froze it during the pandemic. 

As for fentanyl? DeRiggi-Whitton agreed the crisis 
must be addressed, but isn’t spending time pointing fin-
gers. 

“With fentanyl overdoses posing such a major threat, 
the Minority Caucus has introduced a law which would 
require low-cost fentanyl detecting strips to be included in 
every Narcan kit distributed by a county agency,” she said 
of  the packages used to help save lives of  those suffering 
opioid overdoses. 

“Even though we have seen the potential of  this 
approach in towns, cities and states across the United 
States, there has been no action by the majority on our 
proposal to date.”

Blakeman claims a successful first year

Michael Malaszczyk/Herald

In HIS StAtE of the County speech on Feb. 28, Nassau 
executive Bruce Blakeman praised what he described as a 
successful first year in office, giving credit to law 
enforcement and the county legislature for working with 
him on a number of initiatives to help bring some of his 
campaign promises to fruition.
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 CONNECT • COLLABORATE • CELEBRATE

Join Us
 WEDNESDAY • MAY 17

Long Island’s best and brightest legal professionals will be recognized at the Fourth Annual Herald Top 
Lawyers Awards Gala. Nominate yourself or another deserving legal professional who has achieved 

excellence and given back to their communities.

NOMINATE TODAY at RichnerLIVE.com/Nominate

6PM at The Heritage Club At Bethpage

RICHNER
are needed to see this picture.

For more information or to sponsor contact Amy Amato at aamato@liherald.com or (516) 569-4000 x224

Produced By
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A Community Devoted Entirely To Memory Care

Licensed by the State Department of Health. Eligible for Most Long Term Care Policies. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Our memory care only community at The Bristal at Lake Success is one of a kind. Our expert 
team members are entirely focused on providing the quality of care your loved one deserves 
– and the peace of mind you desire. Here, endless compassion and individualized attention 
combines with safety and comfort to provide an unrivaled experience for each resident. All 
so you can stop managing care and once again become the loving son or daughter you’ve 
always been.

Schedule your visit today and see for yourself.

THE BRISTAL AT LAKE SUCCESS  |  516.262.5115
thebristal.com
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City ready to celebrate the legacy of St. Patrick
that makes me more happy than to be able 
to march down the streets of  Glen Cove as 
a born Irishman on St. Patrick’s Day,” 
said parade treasurer Andy Stafford.

Glen Cove will hold its parade on 
March 19 at 1 p.m. Parade spectators at 
this year’s event will be treated to an 
exciting mix of  marching groups, includ-
ing bands of  Irish pipers and other musi-
cians, along with vintage cars, costumed 
performers, fire, and police units and 
much more.. 

According to a 1989 issue of  the Glen 
Cove Record Pilot, for the city’s first cele-
bration, 35 gallons of  green paint was 
used to augment the yellow lines on the 
streets along the parade route. Signs pro-
claiming “Cead Mile Failte,” meaning “a 
hundred thousand welcomes,” were on 
display, commemorating the start of  the 
local tradition.

The celebrations are in honor of  
Maewyn Succat, who later became the 
patron saint of  Ireland, St. Patrick. 

Not much is known about the Britain-
Roman saint, but scholars concluded that 
he was born in the late 4th century, and 
that he was kidnapped at the age of  16 
and taken to Ireland as a slave. He was a 
slave for six years working in an isolated 
existence as a shepherd. According to his 
writings, a voice appeared to him in a 
dream, telling him it was time to leave Ire-
land.

It is said that he walked nearly 200 
miles from County Mayo, where he was 
held, to the Irish coast.

After his escape, Patrick apparently 
experienced a second revelation. An angel 
appeared in a dream telling him to return 
to Ireland as a missionary. 

Patrick then travelled to modern-day 
France, where he studied religious 
instruction under the bishop of  Auxerre. 
After studying for fifteen years, he was 
ordained as a priest.

When he eventually returned to Ire-
land to convert the native pagans to Chris-
tianity, he did so in such a way to that 
didn’t completely eradicate native beliefs. 
Since the Irish honored their gods with 
fire, he used bonfires to celebrate Easter. 
He also superimposed a sun, a powerful 
native symbol, onto the Christian cross, 
creating the Celtic cross.

St Patrick’s mission in Ireland lasted 
approximately thirty years, after which 
time he retired to County Down. It is said 
that he died on March 17th in AD 461, and 
since then, the date has been commemo-
rated as St. Patrick’s Day.

The Glen Cove St. Patrick’s Day event 
has become inclusive over the years. 

“As the city of  Glen Cove has evolved, 
we’ve actually had native dancers from 
various ethnic organizations join because 
they’re part of  the fabric of  Glen Cove 
now,” Ryan Doherty, the parade’s grand 
marshal, said.

continued from front page

Tab Hauser/Herald

The McCabe IrIsh Dancers wowed spectators during last year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Glen Cove. Many other groups will take part this year in one of the city’s most popular 
annual events.
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   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

516-217-4717
www.YourSafeStep.com

C
S

L
B

 1
0

8
21

6
5 

 N
S

C
B

 0
0

8
2

9
9

9 
 0

0
8

3
4

4
5

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest 
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a 

lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements
and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while seated or standing with 
Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and
pivots to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at
one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–
there isn’t a better, more aff ordable walk-in tub!

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!*
plus a Free Shower Package
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Public Notices
LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL
AVISO DE UNA REUNION  
ESPECIAL DE LA  
BIBLIOTECA DEL  
DISTRITO EL 4 DE ABRIL  
DE 2023, DE LA  
BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA DE  
GLEN COVE PARA VOTAR  
EN EL PRESUPUESTO DE  
LA BIBLIOTECA PUBLICA  
Y PARA ELEGIR A UN  
ADMINISTRADOR
BIBLIOTECA 
POR MEDIO DEL  
PRESENTE SE NOTIFICA  
que se llevara a cabo una  
reunion especial de  
losvotantes calificados de  
la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove en  
conformidad con lo  
dispuesto en la Seccion  
260 y 270 de la Ley de  
Educacion de Estado de  
Nueva York, en dicho  
Distrito el 4 de Abril de  
2023 entra las 9am y las  
9pm Dicha reunion sera  
de ayunda para los  
siguientes fines:
Para votar sobre las  
siguientes prosiciones:
SE HA RESUELTO que el  
presupuesto propuesto de  
la Bilioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, Deistro  
Escolar de la Ciudad de  
Glen Cove segun lo  
preparado por los  
Fideicomisarios de dicha  
Biblioteca publica para el  
ano 2023/2024, y segun  
se haya modificado, se  
apruebe por la presente; y  
que la cantidad de los  
mismos, menos los  
recibos, se aumenta  
mediante la recaudacion  
de un impuesto sobre  
bienes inmuebles  
gravables en dicho  
Distrito Escolar.
Con el fin de elegir; un (1)  
Fideicomisario de la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove por un (5) mandato  
de cinco anos.
La votation sobre los  
asuntos mencionados se  
emitira mediante urnas.
POR FAVOR, TOME NOTA  
que la junta de la  
Biblioteca, en  
conformidad con lo  
dispuesto en la Seccion  
260 y 2007 de la Ley de  
Educacion, convoca dicha  
reunion Especial de  
Distrito.
SE DA AVISO ADICIONAL,  
que las peticiones que  
nominan al candidato  
para el cargo de  
administrator de la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove deben presentarse  
al secretario entre las  
horas de 9am y las 5pm.,  
a mas tardar el 6 de  
marzo de 2023, el  
trigesimo dia anterior a la  
eleccion, momento en el  
cual sera elegido el  
candidato asi nominado.  
Cada peticion de  
nominacion debe dirigirse  
al Secretario del Distrito,  
debe estar firmada por al  
menos veinticinco (25)  
votantes calificados del  
Distroto, debe ondicar la  
residencia de cada  
firmante y debe indicar el  
nombre y la residencia del  
candidato.
Los formularios de  
muestra las peticiones se  
pueden obtener del  
Secretario de Distrito en  
la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, 4 Glen Cove  
Ave., Glen Cove, Nueva  

York
SE DA ADVISO  
ADICIONAL, que una  
copia de los gastos  
estimaados propuestos  
para ser votados estara  
disponible en la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove, 4 Glen Cove Ave.,  
Glen Cove, Nueva York,  
entra las 9am y 5pm  
todos lod dias, except los  
sabados, domingos o  
festivos durante los  
catorce dias anteriores a  
dicha reunion.
SE DA ADVISO  
ADICIONAL, que la Junta  
de la Biblioteca Publica  
de Glen Cove realizara  
una audiencia especial  
sobre el presupuesto el  
21 de marzo 2023 en la  
Biblioteca Publica de Glen  
Cove, 4 Glen Cove Ave,.  
Glen Cove, Nueva York. a  
las 7pm
SE DA ADVISO  
ADIOCIONAL, que los  
votantes califacados del  
Distrito pueden inscribirse  
entre las 9am y 4 pm. La  
fecha final para  
registrarse para la  
reunion que se celebrara  
el 231 de marzo de 2023  
es el 6 de marzo 2023. Si  
un votante ha votado en  
alguna eleccion en los  
ultimos 4 anos  2019 o si  
es elegible para votar  
conforme al Articulo 5 de  
la Ley Electorial, el o ella  
es elegible para votar en  
este eleccion. Todos las  
demas personas que  
deseen votar registrarse.  
La lista de registro  
preparade por la Junta de  
Elecciones de Condado de  
Nassau se Archivaran  
enla officina del  
secretario de Distrito de  
la Biblioteca Publica de  
Glen Cove, 4 Glen Cove  
Ave, Glen Cove, Nueva  
York, y estara abierta a  
inpeccion por cualquier  
votante califcado Del  
Distrito entre las horas de  
9am y 4pm hora vigente  
cualquier, dia despues del  
martes 6 de marzo 2023 y  
cada uno de los dis  
anteriores a la fecha  
establecids para la  
Eleccion de la Biblioteca y  
la Votacion de  
Presupuesto, except los  
sabados, domingos o dias  
festivos, incluida la fecha  
establecida para la  
reunion.
BOLETAS AUSENTES
POR FAVOR, TOME  
NOTA, que las solicitudes  
de boletas de votacion en  
ausencia. Para la Eleccion  
de la Bibliotecs y la  
Votacion de Presupuesto  
se puede solicitar en las  
oficinas del Secretario del  
Distrito, de la Biblioteca  
Publica de Glen Cove, 4  
Glen Cove Ave,. Glen  
Cove, Nueva York.  Tales  
solicitudes deben  
recibirse al menos (7)  
siete dias antes de las  
elecciones si se va a envir  
la boleta al votante.  
Ninguna boleta de  
votante ausente sera  
votada a menos que haya  
sido recibida en la oficina  
de Secretario de Distrito, 
en la Biblioteca Publica  
de Glen Cove, 4 glen  
Cove Ave, Glen Cove,  
Nueva York a mas tardar  
a las 5:00 pm hora del  
dia, en el Fecha de la  
eleccion.

Gina Rant
Oficinista  
137408

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL  
LIBRARY DISTRICT  
MEETING ON APRIL 4,  
2023, OF GLEN COVE  
PUBLIC LIBRARY TO VOTE  
ON THE PUBLIC LIBRARY  
BUDGET
AND ELECT TWO  
TRUSTEES OF THE GLEN  
COVE PUBLIC LIBRARY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a Special meeting of  
the qualified voters of the  
Glen Cove Public Library  
will be held pursuant to  
the provisions of Section  
260 and 2007 of the  
Education Law of the  
State of New York at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York, in said  
District on April 4, 2023  
between the hours of 9  
a.m. and 9 p.m. Said  
meeting will be held for  
the following purposes:
To vote on the following  
proposition:
RESOLVED that the  
proposed budget of the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
Glen Cove City School  
District, as prepared by  
the Trustees of the said  
Public Library, for the  
year 2023/2024, and as  
the same may have been  
amended, be and hereby  
is approved; and that the  
amount thereof, less  
receipts, be raised by the  
levy of a tax upon the  
taxable real property in  
the said School District.
For the purpose of  
electing; one (1) Trustee  
for the Glen Cove Public  
Library. For a (5) five-year  
term.
The vote on the aforesaid  
matters will be cast by  
ballot in a ballot box.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER  
NOTICE that the Library  
Board pursuant to the  
provisions of Section 260  
and 2007 of the  
Education Law hereby  
calls said Special District  
Meeting.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that  
petitions nominating the  
candidate for the office of  
Trustee of the Glen Cove  
Public Library must be  
filed with the Clerk of the  
District between hours of  
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., no  
later than MARCH 6,  
2023, the thirtieth day  
preceding the election, at  
which time the candidate  
so nominated is to be  
elected. Each nominating  
petition shall be directed  
to the Clerk of the  
District, must be signed  
by at least twenty-five  
(25) qualified voters of  
the District, shall state  
the residence of each  
signer, and must state the  
name and residence of  
the candidate.

Sample forms of the  
petitions may be obtained  
from the Clerk of the  
District at the Glen Cove  
Public Library, 4 Glen  
Cove Ave., Glen Cove,  
New York.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that a  
copy of the proposed  
estimated expenditures to  
be voted upon shall be  
made available at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York, between  
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5  
p.m. each day other than  
Saturday, Sunday or  
holiday, during the  
fourteen days preceding  
such meeting.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that the  
Board of Trustees of the  
Glen Cove Public Library  
will hold a special budget  
hearing on March 21,  
2023 at the Glen Cove  
Public Library, 4 Glen  
Cove Ave., Glen Cove,  
New York at 7:00 p.m.
FURTHER NOTICE IS  
HEREBY GIVEN that the  
qualified voters of the  
District may register  
between the hours of 9  
a.m. and 9 p.m. at the  
Glen Cove Public Library,  
4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York. The final  
date to register for the  
meeting to be held on  
March 21, 2023 is March  
6, 2023. If a voter has  
voted in any election  
within the last 4 years  
(2019) or if he or she is  
eligible to vote under  
Article 5 of Election Law,  
he or she is eligible to  
vote at this election. All  
other persons who wish  
to vote must register. The  
registration list prepared  
by the Board of Elections  
of Nassau County will be  
filed in the Office of the  
District Clerk of the Glen  
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York and will  
be open for inspection by  
any qualified voter of the  
district between the hours  
of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.  
prevailing time, on any  
day after Tuesday, March  
6, 2023, and each of the  
days prior to the date set  
for the Library Election  
and Budget Vote, except  
Saturday, Sunday or  
holiday, including the  
date set for the meeting.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER  
NOTICE that an  
application for an  
absentee ballot for the  
Library election and  
budget vote may be  
applied for at the office of  
the District Clerk, of Glen  
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., Glen  
Cove, New York. Such  
application must be  
received at least (7) seven  
days before the election if  
the ballot is to be mailed  
to the voter, or the day  
before the election if the  
ballot is to be delivered  
personally to the voter.  
No absentee voter ballot  
shall be canvassed unless  
it shall have been  
received at the office of  
the District Clerk, Glen 
Cove Public Library, 4  
Glen Cove Ave., New  
York, not later than 5:00  

p.m., prevailing time, on  
the date of the election.
Gina Rant
Clerk
137406

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF GLEN COVE
BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  
that a PUBLIC HEARING  
will be held by the Glen  
Cove Zoning Board of  
Appeals on Thursday,  
March 16, 2023, at 7:30  
p.m. at the Council  
Chambers, City Hall, 9  
Glen Street, Glen Cove,  
New York, when all  
interested persons will be  
given an opportunity to  
express their views.
The hearing will be on the  
application of David  
Backus Jr, residing at 4  
Beech Ct. Glen Cove, NY,  
requesting Variances from  
Sections 280-58 B (6);  
280-58 B (10) and 280-58  
B (12) of the Glen Cove  
Zoning code to construct  
a new two-story  
extension at the rear and  
East side of the dwelling  
with a garage at the first  
level.  The property is an  
existing non-conforming  
lot where 6,500 sf is  
required, and 6,250 sf is  
existing. The construction  
will result in a side yard  
of 6.80 feet when 10 feet  
is required; total    
proposed lot coverage is  
26.5% where maximum  
coverage is 25%; and  
F.A.R of 4,423 sq. ft.  
when 1,875 sq. ft. F.A.R  
is allowed.
The subject property is  
designated on the Nassau  
County Land & Tax Map  
as Section 31, Block 60,  
Lot 03 and located in the  
city’s R-3A Single Family  
Residence District.
The above application is  
on file at the city offices  
located at 9 Glen Street,  
Glen Cove, NY where it  
may be seen during  
regular business hours of  
the usual business days  
until the time of the  
hearing.
Dated: 
February 28, 2023
BY ORDER OF THE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS OF THE CITY OF  
GLEN COVE
THERESA MOSCHETTA,  
CHAIRPERSON
137894

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given  
that sealed bids for the  
following projects will be  
received by the  
Purchasing Agent of the  
City of Glen Cove, located  
at City Hall, rear  
entrance, 9 Glen Street,  
Glen Cove, New York no  
later than 10:00 a.m.  
prevailing time on  
Wednesday, March 29,  
2023 at which time they  
will be opened and read  
aloud at 11:00 a.m.:
Removal and Installation  
of Walk-In Refrigerator at  
Senior Center
Bid No. 2023-003

Basketball Court  
Renovation at Maccarone  
Park
Bid No. 2023-004
Improvements to Nancy  
Court Pump Station
Bid No. 2023-007
Specifications are  
available for download at  
https://www.bidnetdirect. 
com/new-
y o r k / c i t y o f g l e n c o v e.  
Registration is free and  
instructions are available  
on 
https://glencoveny.gov/bi 
d-rfps/
Bid opening will take  
place in the Second Floor  
Conference Room and 
Microsoft Teams via the  
following link:
https://teams.microsoft.co 
m/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ZWV 
kODUwYzctZGMyMy00N 
mJjLTg5NTQtMzdiNTZiYz 
gzNGI1%40thread.v2/0?c 
ontext=%7b%22Tid%22 
%3a%22ad84cf90-
b365-48ca-
a128-2fc44a1c8d4c%22 
%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2 
2bd021793-3629-4204-a 
131-0958eee1f7cf%22% 
7d
If you cannot join online,  
you can call into this  
meeting by calling 1  
(929) 229-5717 and  
entering the conference  
ID No. 868 297 090#. 
Each proposal must be  
submitted on the forms  
provided in the bid  
package, in a sealed  
envelope with the name  
of the bidder, the bid  
name, and number  
marked clearly on the  
outside of the envelope. 
Yelena Quiles
Purchasing Agent
City of Glen Cove
March 6, 2023
137893

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF GLEN COVE
BOARD OF ZONING  
APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  
that a PUBLIC HEARING  
will be held by the Glen  
Cove Zoning Board of  
Appeals on Thursday,  
March 16, 2023, at 7:30  
p.m. at the Council  
Chambers, City Hall, 9  
Glen Street, Glen Cove,  
New York, when all  
interested persons will be  
given an opportunity to  
express their views.
The hearing will be on the  
application of Ivan Ales &  
Rosaria Prainito-Ales  
residing at 24 Sherman  
Rd., Glen Cove NY,  
requesting Variances from  
Sections 280-57 B (6);  
280-57 B (10) of the Glen  
Cove Zoning Code to  
construct a new rear  
extension, a full second  
floor dormer and a  
garage on a non- 
conforming lot.
Applicant is proposing an  
easterly extension of  
house and garage with a  
side yard of 5 feet 35  
inches where fifteen (15)  
feet are required and an  
upward and southerly  
extension of house into  
the rear yard that  
continues the existing  
westerly side yard of 11  
feet 7 inches where 

fifteen (15) feet are  
required. Total proposed  
lot coverage is 20.3%  
where maximum  
coverage is 20%. 
The subject property is  
designated on the Nassau  
County Land & Tax Map  
as Section 23, Block 47,  
Lot 13 and located in the  
city’s R-3 Quarter Acre  
Residence District.
The above application is  
on file at the city offices  
located at 9 Glen Street,  
Glen Cove, NY where it  
may be seen during  
regular business hours of  
the usual business days  
until the time of the  
hearing.
Dated:
February 21, 2023
BY ORDER OF THE  
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS OF THE CITY OF  
GLEN COVE
THERESA MOSCHETTA,  
CHAIRPERSON
137895

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE  
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF NASSAU
INDEX NO.: 610145/2022
DATE FILED: 8/2/2022
SUMMONS
L&L ASSOCIATES  
HOLDING CORP.,
Plaintiff,
-against-
TOMASO FOLLA, ANGELA  
FOLLA and ANGELINA  
FALLO, if they be living, if  
they be dead, their  
respective heirs-at-law,  
next of kin, distributees,  
executors, administrators,  
trustees, devisees,  
legatees, assignees,  
lienors, creditors, and  
successors in interest, and  
generally all persons  
having or claiming under,  
by, or through TOMASO  
FOLLA, ANGELA FOLLA  
and ANGELINA FALLO, if  
they be dead, whether by  
purchase, inheritance,  
lien or otherwise,  
including any right, title  
or interest in and to the  
real property described in  
the complaint herein, all  
of who and whose names  
and places of residence  
are unknown to the  
plaintiff,
UNITED STATES OF  
AMERICA; NEW YORK  
STATE
DEPARTMENT OF  
TAXATION AND  
FINANCE: NASSAU  
COUNTY TREASURER,
“JOHN DOE #1” through  
“JOHN DOE #12”, the  
last twelve names being  
fictitious and unknown to  
plaintiff, the persons or  
parties intended being  
the tenants, occupants,  
persons or corporations, if  
any, having or claiming  
an interest in or lien upon  
the premises, described in  
the complaint,
Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED  
DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY  
SUMMONED to answer  
the complaint in this  
action, to serve a copy of  
your answer, or, if the  
complaint is not served  
with the summons, to  
serve notice of  
appearance, on the  
plaintiff’s attorney within  
twenty (20) days after the  
service of this summons,  

exclusive of the date of 
service (or within thirty  
(30) days after the service  
is complete if this  
summons is not  
personally delivered to  
you within the State of  
New York), and in case of  
failure to appear or  
answer, judgment will be  
taken against you by  
default for the relief  
demanded in the  
complaint.
Plaintiff designates  
Nassau County as the  
place of trial. The basis of  
venue is the location of  
the subject property.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED  
DEFENDANTS: The  
foregoing Summons is  
served upon you by  
publication pursuant to  
an Order of the Hon.  
David P. Sullivan, a  
Justice of the Supreme  
Court, Nassau County,  
entered Feb. 23, 2023  
and filed with the  
complaint and other  
papers in the Nassau  
County Clerk’s Office.
THE OBJECT OF THE  
ACTION is to foreclose a  
tax lien and to recover  
the amount of the tax lien  
and all of the interest,  
penalties, additions and  
expenses thereon to  
premises k/a Section 21,  
Block H. Lot 279.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF  
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to  
this summons and  
complaint by serving a  
copy of the answer on the  
attorney for the tax lien  
holder who filed this  
foreclosure proceeding  
against you and filing the  
answer with the court, a  
default judgment may be  
entered and you can lose  
your home.
Speak to an attorney or  
go to the court where  
your case is pending for  
further information on  
how to answer the  
summons and protect  
your property.
Sending a payment to the  
tax lien holder will not  
stop this foreclosure  
action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY  
SERVING A COPY OF THE  
ANSWER ON THE  
ATTORNEY FOR THE  
PLAINTIFF (TAX LIEN  
HOLDER) AND FILING THE  
ANSWER WITH THE  
COURT.
Dated: August 1, 2022
LEVY & LEVY
Attorneys for Plaintiff 12  
Tulip Drive
Great Neck, NY 11021
(516) 487-6655
BY: JOSHUA LEVY, ESQ.
#100184
137888
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TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

1207366

We Buy Antiques,  
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

516.676.8469 •  iPaintFloors.comCONCRETE COATINGS

ONE DAY GARAGE FLOORS
• 4X STRONGER THAN EPOXY 

• NO HOT TIRE PICK-UP • 1 DAY INSTALLATION 
• WON’T CHIP OR PEEL• EASY TO CLEAN 

15-YEAR RESIDENTIAL WARRANTY
12

04
86

6

Specializing in BLACKTOP
at the BeSt priceS in town

• ConCrete • BriCk Patios • stooPs
• Belgium BloCks • sidewalks • drainage ProBlems 

• Cellar entranCe • waterProofing
• driveway sealing • demolition  

• dumPster serviCe • Powerwashing

Licensed &
insured

Free
estimates516-424-3598

 ALFREDO’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Se Habla Espanol 12
07

72
6

senior Citizen 
Discounts

Call Today For Spring SpecialS

11
99

39
2

black
forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

12
01

75
1

We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything!  
We Clean It Up & Take It Away!

 residentiaL & commerciaL

516-538-1125
Free estimates

 ContraCting inC.

12
07

74
5

12
02

21
3

All phAses of
tree work

1201712

Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

AAA cheAp tree
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

FRee
Safety Tree

evaluation For
any Future

Storm 12
04

76
8

12
04

63
2

11
97

41
4

   Avoid the visit to the DMV
Let us obtain your

516-85QUICK
 Save a trip to dmv...call me!!!

CARLOS VARGAS
516.857.8425

info@85Quick.com

• Plates 
• Registration 
• Title 

• Turn In Plates 
• And More...

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

12
03

29
1

1203309

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

1204372

Beautify Your Home with Masonry!
• BRICK • CEMENT • BLACKTOP • STONE • BASEMENTS • PARKING LOTS/STRIPING

• PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS • STOOPS • SIDEWALKS • RETAINING WALLS • WALKWAYS • POOLS

FREE ESTIMATES

516 333-1844
call or Text 516-521-0296

www.torrescontracting.com

Ins/Lic. #: NASSAU H2211310000 • SUFFOLK 36794-H • NYC - 2004302-DCA
See Our Projects On Our Website or Social

Visit Our Showroom: 881 Prospect Ave. Westbury

Established 20+ Yrs.

12
04

44
9

 10% OFF Any Job Over $3,000

TREE REMOVAL • LAND CLEARING • PRUNING
STUMPGRINDING • ELEVATING • STORM PREVENTION

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

516-216-2617

TREE
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

OWNER
OPERATED

Nass. Lic. # 185081 Suff. Lic# HI-65621

  WWW.WECARETREESERVICE.COM #1
20

70
13

CERTIFIED ARBORIST ON STAFF

ASK ABOUT OUR PRIVATE TREE PLANTINGS

ESTIMA

END OF WINTER SPECIAL
10% OFF FOR

ANY JOB PRIOR TO 3/31/23
($500 Minimum)
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In honor of  National Reading Day on 
March 2, I reread Arthur Miller’s 
“The Crucible.” Setting: America, in 
its earliest days. The settlers of  

Salem, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
were religious and community-minded, 
good people who cared for their children 
and worked desperately to survive in a 
forbidding environment.

In 1692, these 
righteous citizens 
accused, tried and 
hanged 14 women, 
five men and two 
dogs for practicing 
witchcraft.

Some time ago, 
I also read Stacy 
Schiff ’s “The 
Witches: Salem, 
1692,” a nonfiction 
history of  the 
time. It has been 
noted that no his-

torian has ever fully explained what fever 
possessed the people of  Salem. Even 
Schiff ’s remarkable history does not 
answer the question of  how the communi-
ty’s paranoia achieved the critical mass 
that led to hangings.

You know where I’m going with this. 
We live now in a time of  similar group-
think and communal delusion. (They 
nearly hanged Mike Pence!)

In Massachusetts Bay, “eyewitnesses” 

offered accounts of  teenage girls dancing 
naked in the woods and reports of  broom-
sticks found high in the trees. Daughters 
accused mothers and husbands accused 
wives. Once accused, you either confessed 
and implicated others, or you were 
hanged anyway for not tell-
ing the truth.

What finally shined a 
light on that dark summer 
of  1692, what pried the truth 
out of  the cold foundations 
of  old Salem, was “The Cru-
cible,” Miller’s play, which 
he wrote more than 250 
years after the fact.

In writing a work of  fic-
tion, Miller revealed the 
true hearts and minds of  
the accusers, victims and 
bystanders. He knew them 
because he knew human 
nature, and because he was living 
through a time of  another witch hunt: the 
great Red Scare of  the early 1950s.

Miller was one of  the artists accused 
of  ties with communism, and in an essay, 
“Why I wrote ‘The Crucible,’” he wrote, 
“The play was an act of  desperation.” The 
accusations of  Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s 
House Un-American Activities Commit-
tee, Miller wrote, had “paralyzed a whole 
generation and in a short time dried up 
the habits of  trust and toleration in pub-
lic discourse.”

He wrote, “In 1948-51, I had the sensa-
tion of  being trapped inside a perverse 
work of  art … in which it is impossible to 
make out whether a stairway is going up 
or down. Practically everyone I knew 
stood within the conventions of  the politi-

cal left of  centre; one or two 
were Communist party 
members … I have never 
been able to believe in the 
reality of  these people being 
actual or putative traitors 
any more than I could be, 
yet others like them were 
being fired from teaching or 
jobs in government or large 
corporations … The surreal-
ity of  it all never left me … 
In today’s terms, the coun-
try had been delivered into 
the hands of  the radical 
right … It is always with us, 

this anxiety, sometimes directed towards 
foreigners, Jews, Catholics, fluoridated 
water, aliens in space, masturbation, 
homosexuality, or the Internal Revenue 
Department … And if  this seems crazy 
now, it seemed just as crazy then, but 
openly doubting it could cost you.”

Miller’s play became a metaphor, even 
a cliché of  that era, when friends betrayed 
friends and people lost jobs and secret 
accusations could lead to public humilia-
tion and worse. Miller said that he wrote 
“The Crucible” because it was what a 

writer would do to get to the underlying 
truth of  a moment in history. In writing 
about 1692, he was also writing about 
1952.

And now, when we read his play, we are 
also reading about our time. Once again, 
America has lost its moorings, and no one 
can adequately explain or understand 
2023, because we are treading water in the 
midst of  it.

We won’t have a bead on our own time 
until the novelists and playwrights create 
the fictional works that reveal us to our-
selves.

Read “The Crucible” again. It speaks to 
the currents of  evil that can sweep away 
an entire community: irrational fear of  
“the other,” jealousy, fundamentalist reli-
gion, isolation, political manipulation. 
Miller was writing about Salem and the 
Red Scare, but he might as well have been 
writing about Stalin’s Russia or Pino-
chet’s Chile, Mao’s China or the Khmer 
Rouge. Or he might have been writing 
about America today, about QAnon or 
DeSantis or Trump or Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, about book bans and racist 
attacks and antisemitic resurgences.

It is America in 2023. We have run off  
the rails, again. We need to wait for the 
novelists and playwrights to find the 
truth of  this moment and bring it to us.

Copyright 2023 Randi Kreiss. Randi can 
be reached at randik3@aol.com.

Writers will tell the story of our times

RANDI
KREISS

A rthur 
Miller’s 

1953 play, ‘The 
Crucible,’ could 
have been 
written in 2023.

T he good news for the New York 
State Education Department, and 
the sobering news for the rest of  
us, is that state taxpayers remain 

mostly blinded by educational obfusca-
tions like the high school graduation rate. 

The SED released 2022 graduation 
rates last month, and the percentage of  
students who collected diplomas on Long 

Island crept up 
slightly last year, 
to 92.6 percent. 

Long Island has 
a higher gradua-
tion rate than 
almost any other 
region in America. 
If  we were a state, 
we would have the 
highest gradua-
tion rate in the 
nation. 

“Wow!” you say. 
“Long Island 

schools are second to none!”
Hold on to your mortarboard. 
If  the graduation rate helps rank 

schools and compare graduating classes, 
why complain? It’s an easy way to see if  
your high school did better or worse than 
last year. It also tells you how your school 
compares with others.

It’s also a remarkably misleading sta-
tistic that is sometimes abused for less-
than-ethical purposes. 

On the surface, graduation rate is sim-
ple, determined by dividing the number 
of  students who graduate by the total 
number of  eligible students. But there are 
all sorts of  inside-baseball statistics — 
such as cohort graduation vs. on-time 
graduation — that the Edu-
cation Department, and 
superintendents around the 
state, jumble, mix and 
match in an effort to figure 
out how to get more diplo-
mas in the hands of  teens. 

The statistics themselves 
aren’t insidious. Numbers 
are simply tools. It’s the use 
of  the graduation rate to 
determine school rankings 
and state funding that 
makes it so odious. Even 
worse is what some educa-
tors will do to boost the rate. 

Ask a high school teacher how many 
times he or she has been queried by an 
administrator: 

“What does this kid need to graduate?” 
“Can we give her extra credit?” 
“How many points does he need?” 
“He’s worked so hard all year — surely 

there must be something that can be 
done.”

It’s a confidence game. Nudge the num-
bers, appeal to a teacher’s good intentions, 
and the graduation rate ticks upward. 

Floor grades are a neat trick. The 

intent of  a floor grade — a number that 
can’t dip below 55 or 45, depending on 
attendance — is to give students a fighting 
chance to pass a class. 

Consider this scenario without a floor 
grade: A student fails the first two quar-

ters of  a class with abysmal 
grades of  12 and 15 — more 
common than you might 
think — so it becomes statis-
tically impossible to pass for 
the year. The student realiz-
es this, completely gives up, 
and becomes a discipline 
problem. 

Giving the student a floor 
grade means that he or she 
only has to get a grade of  75 
for each of  the last two 
quarters to pass the class. 
The student sees light at the 

end of  the tunnel, and becomes a model 
learner. 

Alas, crafty students immediately fig-
ure out the floor-grade scam. Some stu-
dents take it as a fall-quarter extension of  
summer break — while other students 
bemoan the benefit given to slackers. 
Floor grades reward laziness and dimin-
ish the quality of  education needed to 
graduate. 

Floor grades aren’t universally used or 
required, and there are no state or nation-
wide regulations. Some schools imple-
ment them at the end of  the marking peri-

od. A grade of  32 miraculously jumps to 
55. Other schools prohibit teachers from 
uploading any grade below 55 for any 
assignment. A student who does not a jot 
of  work all of  September still gets a 55. 

See you on the podium in June, 
Jimmy!

Then there are credit-recovery pro-
grams — kids on Chromebooks after 
school for a few weeks, punching keys to 
earn class credits — and summer school. 
Ask a high school administrator what 
their summer school pass-fail rate is. Der-
elict students somehow evolve into schol-
ars in the span of  six weeks. 

Obviously, not every student slacks, 
not every teacher fudges and not every 
administrator nudges. But let’s be honest 
about loopholes.

Graduation rate can’t measure rigor. 
Parents largely want their children’s 
diplomas to mean something more than a 
number. Graduation rate doesn’t empha-
size philosophy, critical thinking or scien-
tific theory.

So, by all means, toast the graduates 
this spring with a glass of  sparkling cider 
— and a shot of  reality. Not all diplomas 
are equal, and that graduation rate may be 
hiding some of  your high school’s flaws. 

Mark Nolan, the editor of  the Lynbrook/
East Rockaway and Malverne/West Hemp-
stead Heralds, taught high school English 
for 11 years.

opINIoNS
The shell game we like to call graduation rates

T hey’re 
misleading 

statistics that 
are sometimes 
unethically 
abused.

MARK 
NoLAN



Herald editorial
We must keep government transparent

t he middle of  March is something 
many of  us look forward to, 
because it means spring is just 
around the corner. But this coming 

week, March 12-18, is known as Sunshine 
Week. Associations, institutions and orga-
nizations connected to journalism will 
celebrate the initiative to promote open 
government, which was launched in 2005 
by the American Society of  News Editors, 
now the News Leaders Association. 

The week coincides with March 16, 
National Freedom of  Information Day, 
which honors a bill signed into law by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1966, 
allowing members of  the public and jour-
nalists access to government information 
in the interest of  keeping our leadership 
transparent. 

States across the country have since 
enacted similar laws, but why is this 
important? Why should you care? 

Because government information is 
taxpayer-supported, public information, 
and it belongs to you. Whether it’s a pub-
lic school district, a village, a town, a 
county, the state, or the nation’s highest 
governing entities, everything said, spent 
or done there impacts you.

In the midst of  the Cold War, with the 
United States and the Soviet Union lock-
ing political horns after World War II, the 
American government appeared to be 
suppressing information. That wasn’t 
going to work for John Moss, a newly 
elected Republican congressman from 
California. Moss campaigned for 
increased transparency, but was continu-
ously rebuffed by a government he viewed 
as acting secretly. People were fired from 
their jobs and blacklisted for being com-

munists, many without a shred of  real 
evidence. 

Moss championed his caused by host-
ing hearings as chair of  a House subcom-
mittee on government information. Sup-
port was nonexistent from the majority 
GOP, but outside Congress, educators, 
journalists and scientists strongly sup-
ported Moss.

Not surrendering, Moss pushed his 
Freedom of  Information Act for over 10 
years until, finally, a fellow Republican, 
Donald Rumsfeld — then a young repre-
sentative from Chicago — added his 
name. The act eventually passed in the 
House and the Senate, and then landed on 
the desk of  Johnson, a Democrat who 
opposed some aspects of  the bill, especial-
ly when it came to classified material. 
Still, LBJ signed the legislation into law 
on July 4, 1966, making the supposed 
greatest democracy on Earth the third 
country to create such a law.

“I sign this measure with a deep sense 
of  pride that the United States is an open 
society in which the people’s right to 
know is cherished and guarded,” Johnson 
said.

You might live in an incorporated vil-
lage with a government that includes a 
board of  trustees. You might attend a 
board meeting at which those trustees 
vote to spend money to improve a play-
ground. You want to know exactly how 
that money — your village taxes — will be 
spent. 

You might ask a trustee. Maybe he or 
she answers your question. Maybe they do 
not. You want to know more. That is when 
you can file a Freedom of  Information 
request — the process created by the Free-

dom of  Information Act — to obtain that 
information.

Is it that easy? Usually, yes. Occasional-
ly, however, it becomes a tug-of-war 
between the government and the party 
who “FOILs” for the information. 

This is what Sunshine Week is about, 
and why it matters. The information that 
a government entity possesses does not 
belong to elected or appointed officials. It 
belongs to the people they represent. 

You. 
To promote the message of  Sunshine 

Week, you can write a letter to the editor 
of  your local newspaper — like this one — 
or help spread the message through social 
media.

Elected officials, doing their part, could 
review current public-access laws, intro-
duce legislation to strengthen accessibili-
ty to public information, and encourage 
the training of  government employees to 
help ensure compliance with existing 
open-record laws. 

Grass-roots community organization 
might organize local forums, sponsor 
essay contests, or push elected representa-
tives to spotlight the importance of  open 
access to government information.

Teachers can use Sunshine Week to 
educate students on how government 
transparency improves their lives and 
creates stronger communities. 

Government transparency was on the 
mind of  U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis 
Brandeis when he told Harper’s Weekly in 
1913 that “sunlight is said to be the best of  
disinfectants.” Increased openness should 
be the standard that all government enti-
ties strive for. It makes for good gover-
nance, and a strong and civil society.

letters
Peter King’s return              
to Washington
To the Editor:

Re Peter King’s column last week, “At the Cap-
itol, it was almost as if  I’d never left”: Mr. King’s 
“bittersweet” tour of  his part-time “home” for 28 
years is qualified by an expansive “almost.” 

Since his departure in December 2020, we out-
siders have seen members of  Congress fleeing 
the Capitol, election-deniers elected, Marjorie 
Taylor Greene advocating secession and a 
national divorce, the meretricious McCarthy 
spectacle, the frantic shunning of  George Santos 
and the Republican Party’s growing angst with 
its likely nominee. Mr. King apparently did not 
notice any of  this. His visit was a lot like old 
times, we’re told. 

Who knew this would be cause for nostalgia?

BRIAN KELLY
Rockville Centre
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Letters Framework by Tim Baker

Everton Bailey leads the Instrumental Sounds of Praise Youth Ensemble — Hempstead

It appears that Gov. Kathy Hochul has 
made a conscious decision to declare 
political war on Long Island.

In her proposed statewide man-
date to increase the number of  affordable 
homes by 800,000 units over the next 10 
years, Hochul seeks to override local zon-
ing control that is directed, in large mea-
sure, by the people who live there. For 

Long Island, home 
rule defines our 
region just as 
much as Jones 
Beach and rush 
hour traffic on the 
LIE. Make no mis-
take: Hochul’s 
housing plan is 
taking aim at the 
Island by imposing 
a 3 percent 
increase in afford-
able housing one 
way or another. 

In an effort to couch it in humanitari-
an terms, she told the State Legislature, 
“Housing is a human right.” That’s bold 
rhetoric, but in truth, there is nothing in 
the federal or state Constitutions stating 
that housing is a basic right guaranteed 
by government. On the other hand, our 
state Constitution says, “Effective local 
self-government” is one of  the “purposes 
of  the people of  the state.” Thus, the gov-
ernor’s intent to allow the state to over-
ride local zoning ordinances is contrary 

to a basic tenet of  our governing docu-
ment.

If  citizens in a democracy wish to sup-
port initiatives that provide subsidized 
housing, then government can invest in 
efforts such as the New York City Housing 
Authority. With broken ele-
vators, poorly maintained 
boilers, lurking crime and 
other assorted issues, how-
ever, you have to admit that 
NYCHA has proven that 
government-subsidized 
housing isn’t exactly a pana-
cea. That may help explain 
why over 30 percent of  those 
renting from NYCHA didn’t 
pay their rent last year. 

Hochul had a near-death 
political experience last fall, 
when Long Island did not 
give her a majority at the polls. There are 
a number of  reasons for the Island’s 
antipathy toward her, but one was her ear-
lier call to allow illegal two-family homes 
to become legal. Yet after retreating from 
blistering bipartisan opposition to that 
proposal, she has come back with yet 
another draconian housing “solution,” 
one driven more by ideology than market 
forces. Perhaps her call to dismantle local 
zoning is her punishment for a region 
where voters found her the lesser candi-
date.

Nevertheless, in the interest of  build-
ing a coalition, Hochul has sent Ruth-

Anne Visnauskas, commissioner of  New 
York State Homes and Community 
Renewal, to meet with Long Islanders in 
the public and private sectors. In 2017, 
Visnauskas was appointed president and 
CEO of  the New York State Housing 

Finance Agency, the State of  
New York Mortgage Agency 
and the State Affordable 
Housing Corporation. She 
previously served as Homes 
and Community Renewal’s 
executive deputy commis-
sioner for Housing Develop-
ment, the Mortgage Insur-
ance Fund, the Office of  
Community Renewal and 
the Office of  Faith-Based 
Community Development 
Services.

All that is fine, Commis-
sioner, but welcome to Long Island.

Just in case you don’t believe our 
region is specifically targeted in the gov-
ernor’s public agenda, consider the fol-
lowing. Hochul acknowledges that the 
majority of  communities around the state 
are already hitting or close to achieving 
her arbitrary affordable-housing targets 
— except Long Island. For Nassau and 
Suffolk, she has set a goal of  38,218 new 
affordable housing units between 2023 
and 2025.

This is not to say Long Island doesn’t 
have a housing problem. It does. Far too 
many municipalities here are shutting 

down applications for next-generation 
housing, creating an unforced exodus of  
young people who will be needed to power 
the economy, pay the taxes and build the 
future. But Hochul’s proposed remedy is 
akin to being held hostage by an Albany 
now under progressive domination. 

If  it is passed, it is a certainty that 
there will be lawsuits, protests and, most 
important, a response at the voting booths 
that will jeopardize every elected official 
who supports the plan. And the political 
aftershocks will not stop with state and 
local officials. Much as the issue of  crime 
drove Democrats to cross party lines and 
vote for Republicans last November, 
Hochul’s assault on the integrity of  local 
zoning may move Long Island voters to 
overwhelmingly support the Republican 
who runs against Democratic U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand. 

While Gillibrand seems to need a GPS 
to even find Long Island, she will be with-
in reach of  voters who intend to express 
their seething anger over a Democratic-
Progressive agenda that destroys the 
integrity of  suburban home rule. She will 
be another politician who ruefully discov-
ers that you “don’t mess with the Island.”

Ronald J. Rosenberg has been an attorney 
for 42 years, concentrating in commercial 
litigation and transactions, and real 
estate, municipal, zoning and land use 
law. He founded the Garden City law firm 
Rosenberg Calica & Birney in 1999.

OK, Santos lied.            
So does everybody in D.C.
To the Editor:

I took offense to Rick Herman’s letter, 
“Randi takes on George Santos” (Feb. 
23-March 1), asserting that 99.9 percent of  
the “cuckoos” are Republicans — and I 
guess he forgot to mention that we’re all 
deplorable and racist.

I feel sorry for Mr. Herman’s grandson, 
who will be influenced by a grandfather 
who believes that his views are the only 
ones that matter, and that someone who 
has a different opinion needs to be 
silenced and disparaged.

I’m not defending Santos, but politi-
cians, the media, government agencies 
and the pharmaceutical companies lie to 
us on a daily basis, so why would Santos 
think it was a problem to “enhance” his 
resume? Thankfully, in his case no one 
died as a result of  his lies. We can’t say 
that for some other people in Washington.

For weeks there have been articles in 
the Herald about Santos. Move on, already. 
There are a lot more important issues 
going on in this country (and throughout 
the world) than Santos lying on his 
resume. Next election, vote him out.

If  you want to start kicking politicians 
out of  office for lying, you might as well 
start closing the buildings in D.C. There 

probably will only be a handful of  honest 
ones left.

BARBARA HALL
Formerly of  Glen Cove

Hochul’s budget      
takes aim at smoking
To the Editor:

Gov. Kathy Hochul’s 2024 Executive 
Budget includes critical tobacco-control 
policies that, if  passed, will reduce youth 
tobacco initiation rates and adult smok-
ing rates, thus ensuring a tobacco-free 
generation. The elimination of  flavored 
tobacco products from retail shelves is a 
common-sense action that will greatly 
improve the health of  New Yorkers who 
continue to use tobacco products.

Tobacco use remains the leading 
cause of  preventable death in New York. 
Every year, approximately 4,300 New 
Yorkers under 18 become daily smokers, 
with 80 percent of  young smokers start-
ing with a flavored tobacco product. Fla-
vored products, including menthol, are 
enticing to young smokers, and make it 
more difficult for them to quit once they 
are addicted to nicotine.

In addition, menthol tobacco products 
have been disproportionately marketed 
to Black communities for decades. As a 

H ochul’s 
draconian 

housing ‘solution’ 
is driven more 
by ideology than 
market forces.

result, the tobacco industry has profited 
from the creation of  generations of  long-
term nicotine addiction and devastating 
health consequences.

Now is the time to take action against 
Big Tobacco’s shrewd and manipulative 
marketing tactics. I urge the State Legis-

lature to pass the proposed budget and 
protect young New Yorkers from tobacco-
related death and disease.

MAUREEN KENNEY
Division director, American Lung Association

Hauppauge

ronaLd J.  
rosenBerG

opInIons
The governor’s misguided affordable-housing plan
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GRACE MERRELL SLEZAK
Licensed R.E. Broker/President

516-768-1000
grace.slezak@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL

REALTY

HHHHH Grace Slezak is an extremely honest, candid and compassionate
broker. She has vast knowledge of the real estate business and provides very
helpful guidelines for both the buyer and the seller throughout the course of
the transaction. I have sold and purchased properties with Grace as my
agent...there is absolutely no one else I would call. She guided us through the
process every step of the way and was always readily available. She returns
calls immediately and provides information that is both relevant and 
extremely beneficial. During the course of a very difficult purchase she went
above and beyond her required duties and provided invaluable information
and guidance for all parties involved. She's a gem!

HHHHH Grace dedicated a great deal of time and resources to getting our
home sold and sold for more than we could have ever expected. Her knowl-
edge of real estate laws, rules, and regulations were unsurpassed. She was
both fair and honest which are two qualities that are hard to find in anyone
but especially difficult to find in a field that involves sales. Grace was also 
extremely helpful to us in obtaining a new residence. Based on our 
experiences with Grace it will be very easy to recommend her to anyone.

HHHHH I found Grace to be extremely professional, personable and detail
oriented. I have purchased homes for over ten years using her as the broker.
I definitely recommend her for buying or selling a home.

HHHHH I have known Grace Slezak, of Destiny Realty, for over 4 years. 
We had completed multiple transactions (both residential and commercial)
very successfully. Grace is the consummate professional. Her attention to 
detail is second to none. We even completed two transactions during the
pandemic, which added many additional complications, and yet she remained 
consistently attentive to their successful completion. I would absolutely 
recommend (and have done so) Grace to anyone looking for a realtor who
will become a friend.

What my clients are saying...

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS, Contact
Grace Merrell Slezak, B.A., M.A

Licensed Broker/Owner/President
Destiny International Realty

516-768-1000 and  grace.slezak@gmail.com

H O M E S  • E S T A T E S  • A C R E A G E  • C O N D O S  • N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N
R E S I D E N T I A L  • C O M M E R C I A L

From a Cozy Cottage to a Palatial Mansion.
From Individual Building Lots to Land of Significant Magnitude.

From Waterfront to Verdant Meadows. From Your Dreams to Reality.

Awards and Memberships:
A+ accredited rating with the Better Business Bureau

• Who’s Who Among Business & Professional Leaders • National Assoc. of Professional Women • Assessment Review Board • 
• Multiple Listing Service • Long Island Board of Realtors • New York State Association of Realtors • 

• National Association of Realtors • North Shore Rotary •

As your local real estate professional with over 30 years of outstanding experience,
LET ME PUT MY EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU.
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