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Will ‘blanks’  
decide outcome 
of fall election? 
By LAURA LANE

llane@liherald.com

This is the fourth story in a 
series exploring the complexities 
of  elections, to provide a better 
understanding of  one of  Ameri-
cans’ most precious privileges, 
the right to vote.

The number of  unaffiliated 
voters — people 
who do not belong 
to a political party 
— has been on the 
r i s e  i n  r e c e n t 
years, and those 
voters have some-
times determined 
the outcomes of  
elections. In Nas-
sau County, the 
number of  unaffil-
iated voters, or 
blanks, as they are 
called, is almost 
equal to the number of  regis-
tered Republicans. 

Although there is no space 
to vote as a blank on a ballot, as 
there is for a Republican or 
Democrat, the Nassau County 
Board of  Elections can none-
theless calculate how blanks 
vote, and what effect they have 
on a race. Election officials do 
so by calculating who voted by 
party affiliation, and by com-

paring the overall turnout with 
the number of  votes each can-
didate receives, James Scheuer-
man, the Democratic commis-
sioner of  the Board of  Elec-
tions, explained.

“It’s more of  an art than a 
science,” Scheuerman said. 
“The thought is that the Demo-
crats do well on the Democrats 
and the Republicans do well on 

the Republicans, 
and the blank vot-
ers go where they 
go.” 

The majority of  
voters in the 3rd 
Congressional Dis-
t r i c t ,  w h i c h 
encompasses the 
North Shore of  
Nassau County 
a n d  p a r t s  o f  
Queens, have tra-
ditionally been 
registered Demo-

crats. So when Republican 
George Santos won the race for 
Congress in 2022, handily 
defeating Democrat Robert 
Zimmerman, political observ-
ers were unsure what hap-
pened.

“Voters who are unaffiliated 
can swing elections,” Scheuer-
man said. “Blanks had an effect 
on the outcome of  the Zimmer-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

From fostering physical fitness to instilling 
life skills, youth sports offer myriad benefits that 
extend far beyond the playing field. They help 
develop character, mental and physical well-
being and a sense of  community. And funding 
youth sports has always been a priority for Spiro 
Tsirkas, executive director of  Glen Cove’s Youth 
Services and Recreation. 

The third annual fundraiser for the Glen Cove 
Youth Bureau is scheduled for April 4. Orga-
nized by Tsirkas and City Councilman Kevin 
Maccarone, the event aims to raise money to 
support youth sports programs in the communi-
ty, ensuring young athletes’ access to quality 
facilities and equipment.

The fundraiser will honor people who have 
made significant contributions to youth sports 
in Glen Cove. Among the honorees will be Sal 
Basile, for his work in baseball and softball; Bob 
Panzenbeck, junior basketball; Bob Weimer, 
junior football and cheer; Doug Schneider, junior 
lacrosse; and Ken Pilla, junior soccer. In addi-
tion, David Huggins will be presented with a life-
time achievement award. 

Reflecting on the motivation for resurrecting 
the event, which had not been held for two 
decades until 2022, Tsirkas said that when it 
comes to improving Glen Cove’s athletic facili-
ties, the city has been a tremendous help, but it 
often has to prioritize other projects. This year, 
the fundraiser will make a difference in the lives 
of  over 1,000 of  the city’s young people, who play 

Adrienne Daley/Herald

Making sure they don’t drop them
The Glen Cove Economic Opportunity Commission gave children an early Easter present on 
March 22, an event that included games and candy. Participating in the annual egg race were, 
from far left, Carter and Kandice Mayo, Xavier Meija, Jefferson Chave and Juliette Depaz. More 
photos, Page 3.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

G.C. Youth Bureau fundraiser    
aims to help sports programs
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2 MANSION DRIVE • GLEN COVE • NY 11542Morgan's Island, also known as East Island, is the highly cherished, tranquil paradise you have always dreamed of finding! Known by those "in the know," as the Hamptons alternative, this exquisite location provides a breathtaking shoreline and unending views

across the sparkling waters of the Long Island Sound and Dosoris Pond. Once the home of the famed J.P. Morgan family, Morgan's Island 

provides 3 beaches, one with a boat ramp, for the enjoyment of its residents. This waterview, 4 bedroom, 3 full bath home on half an acre

is being sold in AS IS condition giving the discerning buyer the opportunity to either renovate the existing structure or build your 

new dream home. $969,000 • ML# 3487645 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET? I will do an empirical evaluation of your property at no cost to you!
 Please call to arrange an appointment.



Fundraiser will benefit youth sports teams
baseball, football, soccer and lacrosse on 
teams that operate as independent orga-
nizations. 

The Youth Bureau also offers other 
services, such as summer youth employ-
ment, after-school and summer pro-
grams, and mentorships. 

“The Youth Bureau’s position has 
always been working closely with the 
city and finding out what the city’s 
needs are,” Tsirkas said. “We’re the first 
ones to know — God forbid — if  there’s 
a fire or an eviction where families need 
extra help, or whatever the case might 
be. We’re there to assist the families. 
We’ve grown a culture of  being there for 
the community” 

He added, of  the fundraiser, “We try 
to make it a fun night for everyone. 
There’s nothing nicer than seeing some 
of  these athletes honoring their coaches 
from 15 years ago.”

Huggins has helped coach many of  
the city’s sports teams, and founded the 
junior lacrosse club nearly 30 years ago. 
He played on the teams as a young ath-
lete, and understands how big an impact 
sports can have on youth. He grew up 
without a father, and as he got older, he 
wanted to make sure that he would 
available to help not only his own chil-
dren, but others as well. 

“I try to make every kid who plays for 
me be seen, whether the parents are 
there or not,” Huggins said. “My team 

isn’t about winning championships or 
winning trophies; they’re about the kids 
having fun, and learning the game so 
they can get better as they get older — 
and they become the best version of  
themselves.” 

Over the past two years, the fundrais-
er has brought in $50,000, a testament to 
the community’s commitment to youth 
sports. The money has been used for the 
installation of  sprinkler systems at the 
city stadium, the acquisition of  indus-
trial-strength blowers to clean fields of  
goose droppings, and the purchase of  
fencing and equipment used to clean 
baseball fields. Additionally, each sports 
team has received $2,000 last year to buy 
equipment or fund scholarships for low-
income athletes. 

Looking ahead, the Youth Bureau’s 
plans include upgrading restrooms at 
the baseball fields, installing LED lights 
at Pascucci Field, and erecting score-
boards.

As Tsirkas points out, maintaining 
youth services has become increasingly 
challenging, and the fundraiser’s return 
for a third year symbolizes not only a 
celebration of  the city’s sports activi-
ties, but its enduring spirit of  unity and 
support.

The event will be held on April 4, at 6 
p.m., at the Crescent Beach Club, at 333 
Bayville Avenue in Bayville. Tickets are 
$125 per person, which includes dinner. 
Raffle tickets will be sold separately.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Spiro  Tsirkas

Dave Huggins, far right, volunteers for the city’s basketball program, and spends time 
with parents and kids like Logan Martinez and his son, Logan Jr.
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The City of Glen Cove Water Department will be conducting its semi-annual fire hydrant flushing of 85 dead-end water mains on 
Monday April 1, 2024- weather permitting and continue for approximately four (4) weeks. 

This operation will take place Monday through Friday 
from 7:00am until 3:00pm. 

Residents may notice discolored water and reduced water pressure during this time. The discoloration will clear up as we move 
out of your area. If you experience discolored water, please allow the cold water to run for 5 to 10 mins until it clears. 

Water customers are cautioned to check for discoloration particularly prior to using washing machines. 

This process is to clean accumulated dissolved mineral sediments in the water mains prior to the 
system’s peak usage period.  The water discoloration poses no health risk. Customers may choose 

to keep a supply of clear water in the refrigerator for drinking and cooking during periods of any 
discoloration in the water. 

We appreciate your cooperation, and apologize 
for any inconvenience this may cause.  

Thank you 
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Hopping into spring can be lots of fun

WHAT’S UP NEXT DOOR AND AROUND THE CORNER

HERALD NEIGHBORS

Adrienne Daley/Herald photos

Gaitley Stevenson Mathews, far left, Pamela Panzenbeck, Gail Waller, Irma Jeanty and Marsha Silverman worked hard to ensure that the Glen Cove Economic Opportunity 
Commission’s youth enjoyed the first weekend of spring with fun-filled Easter events.

Irma Jeanty, left, Marco Filpo and Saul Schachter 
celebrated together. Jefferson Chave, 13, won this year’s egg race.

The outstanding success of  the Easter egg hunt 
organized by Glen Cove Economic Opportunity 
Commission saw many smiles on the first Friday of  
spring. Under the leadership of  Project Director 
Irma Jeanty and with the help of  her team and sup-
porters, like Gail Waller and Glen Cove Gardens, 
over 350 youth enjoyed Easter goodies and activities.

Tahmir Ashby, 9, center, won a Lego set. Irma Jeanty, left 
and Gail Waller helped to make the day special.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

Happy Easter to you and 
your families! Thank you for 

your love for the inspired Word of  God. 
Thank you for your love for the Resur-
rection appearances of  our 
Lord in this Easter season 
and

the way your lives are set 
on fire in your meditation 
and contemplation of  these 
mysteries.

Thank you for your fidel-
ity to the Eucharist and the 
Sunday Mass and your 
Catholic spirit of  evangeli-
zation. Thank you for being 
instruments of  Eucharistic 
Revival.

In The Joy of  the Gospel, 
Pope Francis states: 
“Christ’s resurrection is not an event of  
the past; it contains a vital power which 
has permeated the world. Where all 
seems to be dead, signs of  the resurrec-
tion suddenly spring up. It is an irresist-
ible force...Each day in our world beauty 
is born anew, it rises transformed 
through the storms of  history ... Such is 
the power of  the resurrection, and all 
who evangelize are instruments of  that 
power.” (276)

We continue to live through “the 

storms of  history” and we rely on the 
Risen Lord and his glorified wounds to 
touch the wounds in Ukraine, the Mid-
dle East, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, the region of  the 
Sahel, the Horn of  Africa and Sudan, as 

well as Cameroon, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of  the 
Congo, South Sudan and so 
many other troubled areas 
of  the world. We ask the 
Risen Lord and his glorified 
wounds to touch the 
wounds experienced in our 
own country.

In The Everlasting Man, 
G.K. Chesterton captured 
the power of  our Lord’s Res-
urrection experienced in 
the cycles of  history. He 
wrote: “Christendom has 
had a series of  revolutions 

and in each one of  them Christianity 
has died. Christianity has died many 
times and risen again; for it had a God 
who knew the way out of  the grave.”

This Easter and every Easter we cele-
brate this Everlasting Man who knew 
his way out of  the grave and who invites 
us and the Catholic Church on Long 
Island to a great Resurrection.

Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord, 
Most Reverend John O. Barres

Thoughts for holiday season
EASTER LETTER

ReveReNd 
JOHN O. BARReS
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HOUSE
FOR SALE

GLENWOOD LANDING:

Full Finished Basement
With Crown Moldings

Central A/C
Granite Countertops

LAFFEY REAL ESTATE
516.833.7789

$849,000

THERESA MANISCALCHI
917.664.6000

Updated Roof

Ample Storage

North Shore School Disctrict

Stainless Steel Appliances 

Low, Low Taxes!!

Updated Bathroom

LOCATION! LOCATION!

3 Beds 3 Bath

CLOSE TO: LIRR, TRANSPORTATION, RESTAURANTS, SHOPS & PARKS, BEACH ACCESS

CONTACT:
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Join us…
PRESSROOM/WAREHOUSE HELP

LI Herald has IMMEDIATE 
openings for a FULL-TIME 
Pressroom/warehouse 
helper in Garden City. 

Forklift a plus/ 
heavy lifting required.  
Day and night shifts. 
$16-$19 per hour 

EMAiL RESUMES OR  
cOntAct infO tO  
careers@liherald.com

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBlIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 one-time payment within Nassau County or $60 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2024 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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“(J esus) Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scrip-
tures, that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4, NIV).

These are the words that the apostle 
Paul wrote to the church in Corinth 
about 20 to 25 years after Jesus had 
risen from the dead. 
According to Christian 
apologist Frank Turek, this 
creed was probably origi-
nally written within 10 
years of  Jesus rising from 
the dead. The apostle Paul 
goes on in the following 
verses to write about the 
fact that Jesus appeared to 
over 500 people after his res-
urrection. 

 Paul also said this about 
the resurrection, “If  Christ 
has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your 
faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14, NIV). “If  
Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
futile; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor-
inthians 15:17, NIV). “If  only in this life 
we have hope in Christ, we are of  all 
people most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 
15:19, NIV).

The apostle Paul’s life had been radi-
cally changed because of  the resurrec-
tion of  Jesus. At one time he was doing 
all he could to stop, arrest, and perse-
cute anyone who was following Jesus. 
After he came to the realization that 
Jesus was the Son of  God, the promised 
Savior written about in the Old Testa-
ment, and that he had actually risen 

from the dead, the apostle Paul became 
an extremely devoted follower of  Jesus. 
The Apostle Paul’s story can be found in 
the book of  Acts in the New Testament.

What does the resurrection of  a Jew-
ish man over 2,000 years ago mean for 
you and me today? 

The resurrection of  Jesus was and is 
a life-changing event. Just like the res-

urrection of  Jesus changed 
the life of  the apostle Paul, 
it can radically change our 
life as well. Because Paul’s 
life was so radically 
changed, he could write 
with confidence and assur-
ance these words, “If  the 
Spirit of  him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is liv-
ing in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal 
bodies because of  his Spirit 
who lives in you.” (Romans 

8:11, NIV). That life giving and resurrec-
tion power that gave life and resurrec-
tion to Jesus is offered to Paul, you, me, 
and anyone else who decides to follow 
Jesus. Jesus himself  said, “I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to 
the full” (John 10:10, NIV). 

If  you have not decided already, then 
make this Easter season the time you go 
beyond just celebrating Easter. Decide to 
leave the deadness the world brings us 
and accept the life and resurrection 
Jesus offers. It will radically change 
your life!

Tommy Lanham is the pastor of  Glen 
Cove Christian Church.

What does Easter really 
mean for us?

EASTER LETTER

PASTOR 
TOMMY LANHAM
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The member churches of the 
Community Easter Dawn Service Committee thank 

Stylish Dog Woof Woof for underwriting this advertisement.

A L L  A R E  I N V I T E D

CCCOOOMMMMMMMMMMUUUNNNITTTTTYYYYY
EEAASSTTEERR DDAAWWNN SSEERRVVICCEE

COMMUNITY
EASTER DAWN SERVICE

Service
begins with

Amazing Grace
played by 
Bagpiper

Robert Lynch
EIGHTH ANNNNUALLEIGHTH ANNUAL

Bilingual (English / Spanish)
Toda la Comunidad Están Invitados al Servicio del Amanecer de Pascua

Morgan Park, Glen Cove NY
7:00am-7:30am / Easter Morning / March 31, 2024

Leading the Service / Dirigiendo el Servicio

Hosted by / Auspiciado por

Assisting with the Service / Ayudar con el Servicio

St. John's of Lattingtown
Episcopal Church

Glen Cove
Christian Church
Calvary A.M.E.

Church of Glen Cove

First Baptist Church
of Glen Cove

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
of Glen Cove

First Presbyterian Church
of Glen Cove

Iglesia Ciudad de Refugio
Asambleas de Dios de Glen Cove

Iglesia Ciudad Casa
de Dios Internacional

Rev. Roger C. Williams
First Baptist Church

Pastor Tommy Lanham
Glen Cove Christian Church

Rev. Fr. Shawn Williams
St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Evangelist Claudette Bryan

Calvary A.M.E.

Pastor Alfredo Fuentes  
 Embajada Cristiana Internacional New York 

This is a rain or shine event. / Este evento es con sol o lluvia.

Merle Richards
Choir President / Evangelist

Calvary A.M.E Church

Minister Carol Buchanan
First Baptist Church

Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews
Elder

First Presbyterian Church

Margaret Darson
Soloist

Annette Stephens
Soloist

Donna Brady
Guitarist / Vocalist

STYLISHSTYLISH DOG DOG
WWOOOOF WF WOOOOFF
STYLISH DOG
WOOF WOOF

PET SALON
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By ANDREW COEN
sports@liherald.com

The Hofstra baseball team missed out 
on a chance to defend its conference title 
last year and is fueled for a return to the 
championship stage in late May this 
spring.

After reaching the NCAA Tournament 
for the first time in program history dur-
ing a magical 2022 season, the Pride bats 
were driven back to earth in 2023 with an 
eighth-place finish that left the team just 
short of  qualifying for its league’s six-
team double-elimination tournament 
held Memorial Day weekend. 

This season the Pride were picked 
ninth in the 12 team Coastal Athletic 
Association and is looking to prove the 
doubters wrong to have an opportunity to 
once again compete for the conference’s 
automatic bid into the NCAAs. 

“We got off  to a slow start and then 
towards the end of  the season we started 
playing better and we just missed out on 
making the tournament,” said third-year 
Hofstra head coach Frank Catalanotto, a 
former 14-year Major League Baseball 
player from 1997 to 2010 with the Detroit 
Tigers, Texas Rangers, Toronto Blue Jays, 
Milwaukee Brewers and New York Mets. 
“It’s a motivating factor for not only the 
coaching staff, but also for the student 
athletes to be ready to play these games.” 

Hofstra began the 2024 season with 
two narrow losses to then 14th-ranked 
Virginia before taking two of  three from 
Liberty and New Mexico on the road the 
following two weekends. The Pride 
entered the start of  CAA with two close 
losses at Columbia and Fordham. 

Senior catcher Matt Pelcher, a Merrick 
native, has emerged as one of  Hofstra’s 
leading hitters this season with a .328 
average entering the CAA schedule. 
Pelcher, who played high school baseball 
at the prestigious IMG Academy in Flori-
da, hit a home run in an 10-8 season-open-
ing loss at Virginia and went 3-for-4 in a 
narrow 3-2 defeat at St. John’s on March 8.

“He’s made big strides with his swing 
and has really bought into what we’ve 
been teaching,” said Catalanotto of  

Pelcher, who registered an RBI double in 
Hofstra’s 12-8 loss at Columbia on March 
19. “He’s a big part of  what we do and his 
versatility helps us out quite a bit.”

Pelcher is among four starters hitting 
above .300, including sophomore Dylan 
Palmer at a team-leading .450 starting the 
conference schedule. He earned Second 
Team All-CAA and CAA All-Rookie hon-
ors as a freshman. Senior outfielder Alex 
McCoy and graduate student third base-
man Santino Ross are also shining offen-
sively so far with .364 and .386 batting 
averages, respectively.  

Catalanotto is also hoping two of  his 
other top hitters, Will Kennedy and Steve 
Harrington, can produce during the CAA 
schedule after hitting slumps in March. 

The pitching staff  is led by senior 
Michael O’Hanlon, who recorded seven 
strikeouts in a 9-1 victory against Man-
hattan College on March 15. O’Hanlon 

has stepped into the ace role after serving 
as the closer the last two years. 

The Pride has a number of  pitching 
options out of  the bullpen including 
Rockville Centre native Danny Kelleher, a 
former South Side High School standout 
who tossed three scoreless innings in a 
9-6 loss at New Mexico on March 3. Catal-
anotto is hoping Kelleher can continue to 
make strides on the mound and live up to 
his full potential. 

“He’s been doing a good job and he’s 
gotten much better from last year,” Catal-
anotto said of  Kelleher. “He’s throwing a 
lot of  two seam fastballs that sink and 
also a good change-up so he’s keeping the 
ball down and getting ground balls.”

Another local arm on the roster is 
freshman Nick Apollo, who earned All-

County accolades at Seaford High School 
last year and led the Vikings to a county 
title. The versatile Apollo, who Catalanot-
to sees potential in for a strong future, 
received playing time at first base in a 
17-6 loss to Manhattan on March 16.

Hofstra travels to longtime CAA foe 
Towson this weekend before hosting Del-
aware in another critical three-game con-
ference series from April 5-7. The CAA 
regular schedule concludes at home 
against Monmouth on May 18 before the 
conference tournament commences from 
May 22-28 at UNC-Wilmington.

“It’s a really tough conference,” Catal-
anotto said of  the CAA, which added last 
year’s 22nd-ranked team Campbell this 
season. “We are going to have to bring 
our best every single game.” 

Hofstra baseball swings for the fences

Senior outfielder Alex McCoy is off to a 
strong start at the dish with a .364 
batting average.

BRINGING LOCAL SPORTS HOME EVERY WEEK

HERALD SPORTS

Photos courtesy Hofstra Athletics Communications

Pitcher Danny Kelleher, a South Side High School graduate, is a key member of the 
Pride bullpen.
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Cradling 
shoulder pain?
We’ve Got  
Specialists  
For That®

516.536.2800 | orlincohen.com
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

In a month-long celebration of  Greek 
heritage, communities worldwide are 
coming together to honor the rich tap-
estry of  culture and tradition that 
Greece has woven throughout history.

From the ancient civilizations that 
laid the foundations of  Wester n 
thought to the modern innovations in 
literature, cuisine, and science, Greek 
Heritage Month serves as a reminder of  
the enduring legacy of  this remarkable 
civilization.

In Glen Cove, the rain may have 
poured, but it couldn’t dampen the 
vibrant festivities as the community 
gathered in Village Square to celebrate 
its Greek heritage. Spearheaded by the 
Holy Resurrection Church, this celebra-
tion marked a significant moment, as 
the last time Glen Cove celebrated 
Greek Heritage Month was back in 2002.

Zefy Christopoulos, former mayor 
Mary Ann Holtzcamp’s press secretary, 
first initiated the celebration. This year, 
the event saw renewed enthusiasm from 
community leaders, including Council-
man Michael Ktistakis, who eagerly 
stepped up to usher in the celebration 
after two decades.

The recognition of  the month comes 
as Greeks reflect on the Greek War of  
Independence, spanning from 1821 to 
1832, which marked the successful 
rebellion of  the Greek people against 
nearly four centuries of  Ottoman rule. 
Fueled by nationalist sentiments and 
enlightenment ideas, Greeks sought to 
reclaim their cultural heritage and 
establish an independent state. The 
revolt, initiated by the Filiki Eteria and 
led by figures like Kolokotronis and 
Ypsilantis, spread across Greece. Exter-
nal support, particularly from Russia, 
Britain, and France, played a crucial 
role, culminating in the decisive naval 
victory at the Battle of  Navarino. The 
conflict concluded with the signing of  

the Treaty of  Constantinople in 1832, 
recognizing Greece as an independent 
nation.

The celebration in Glen Cove was 
held on March 24, with those eager to 
showcase their Greek pride, even if  the 
gathering didn’t include aspects of  
Greek culture, like cuisine and dances. 

Ktistakis emphasized the signifi-
cance of  celebrating Greek Indepen-
dence Day, highlighting its importance 
in respecting Greek religion and cul-
ture, and honoring the sacrifices of  
past generations. He stressed the 
event’s role in sharing Greek history, 
heritage, music, and traditions with the 
wider community, hoping to instill a 
deeper understanding and appreciation 
of  Greek culture for future generations.

“Hellenic Heritage Day is 60 minutes 
of  sharing with the residents how we 
celebrate Greek Independence Day,” 
Ktistakis said. “Through public gather-
ings, religious ceremonies, cultural 
events, it’s an opportunity for Greeks to 
come together and show their national 
pride and identity.” 

Throughout history, Greece has 
woven a rich tapestry of  culture, art, 
philosophy, and tradition that continues 
to inspire and captivate people around 
the world. From the ancient civiliza-
tions that laid the foundations of  West-
ern thought to the modern innovations 
in literature, cuisine and science, Greek 
heritage stands as a testament to the 
enduring legacy of  a remarkable civili-
zation. March not only marks Greek 
Independence Day but also Greek-
American Heritage Month, recognizing 
the enduring contributions of  Greek 
Americans to the cultural tapestry of  
the United States. From literature and 
philosophy to cuisine and art, the influ-
ence of  Greek heritage resonates deeply 
across various aspects of  society.

Ktistakis said that he hopes the rec-
ognition of  the day will help inspire the 
city to make the event into an annual 
celebration.

A day to be proud of     
being of Greek heritage

Tim Baker/Herald

Sofia Tsappas, left, Petria Christodoulou and Andri Christofakis were among those 
who went to Village Square  to celebrate Greek heritage.
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STAFF REPORT

An advocacy group determined to 
save local news in New York rallied in 
Albany in an effort to bring more law-
makers to their cause.

The Empire State Local News Coali-
tion — a statewide advocacy group of  
more than 150 local news outlets — 
joined elected officials at the state capi-
tal last week to support the Local Jour-
nalism Sustainability Act. 

The bill — sponsored by state Sen. 
Brad Hoylman-Sigal and Assemblywom-
an Carrie Woerner — is intended to pro-
vide tax credits to local news outlets that 
employ journalists in their communi-

ties. Hoylman-
Sigal joined the 
rally, along with 
colleagues like 
Assemblywom-
an Michael le 
Solages, state 
S e n .  M o n i c a 
Martinez, and 
Assemblyman 
David Weprin.

“T his  is  a 
full-blown cri-
sis,” Hoylman-
Sigal told those 
who gathered 
for the rally in 
the halls of  the 
capital building. 
“We live in a 
d e l i b e r a t i v e 

democracy. That means our voters need 
to be informed to make wise choices. 
How are they informed? Largely through 
local news.”

The senate included the Local Jour-
nalism Sustainability Act in its One 
House budget resolution, which organiz-
ers describe as a major sign of  the bill’s 
growing support in the legislature.

Both the senate and the Assembly 
release preliminary One House budgets 
in response to the governor’s own pre-
liminary budget, which was released 
earlier this year. The state’s final budget 
is due April 1, and policies in the final 
budget almost always must be in one of  
the three preliminary budgets.

“It is time that New York state steps 
up and supports one of  the most impor-
tant industries — not just to our econom-
ic well-being, but to our democracy,” 
Hoylman-Sigal said. “The Local Journal-
ism Sustainability Act, which is part of  
the senate One House budget, will assist 
in that regard.” 

The rally was intended to signal 
growing pressure on lawmakers to offer 
much-needed benefits to the local news 
industry, which has experienced a signif-
icant downturn over the past two 
decades.

The state has lost hundreds of  news-
papers since 2004, resulting in the loss of  
not only thousands of  jobs, but also 
thousands of  stories that helped keep 
communities informed. In fact, there are 
a growing number of  communities with 
little to no access to local newspaper cov-
erage, according to coalition officials. 
More than a dozen New York counties 
are down to just one newspaper.

Capped at $20 million statewide, the 
Local Journalism Sustainability Act is a 
bill with bipartisan support that pro-
vides payroll tax credits for the employ-
ment of  local news journalists.

News organizations would receive a 
50 percent refundable tax credit against 
the first $50,000 of  each newsroom 
employee’s salary — up to $200,000 per 
outlet.

The benefit would be limited to print 
and online newspapers and broadcast-
ers, with 100 employees or less, that 
cover local community news. This, sup-

porters say, ensures that only truly local 
news outlets will qualify for this assis-
tance.

“Someone once said that ‘newspapers 
are the textbooks of  democracy, and the 
lifeblood of  freedom,’ and that’s a 
responsibility newsrooms like ours take 
very seriously,” said Michael Hinman, 
executive editor of  Herald Community 
Newspapers, which employs more than 
30 journalists across 24 newspapers on 
Long Island and in New York City.

“Communities depend on their local 
newspaper, because there is nowhere 

else you’re going to get the news about 
and for your neighborhood, written by 
someone who knows your neighborhood. 
Time and time again, it’s been proven 
that the best communities in America 
are communities with a strong, local 
newspaper. And if  we don’t do some-
thing now, those great communities will 
be lost to history.” 

But in order for this particular bill to 
move forward, it needs to be supported 
not just by the senate, but also by the 
Assembly and by Gov. Kathy Hochul, so 
that it is included in the final state bud-
get.

“The fight to save local news is a fight 
to save our democracy,” said Zachary 
Richner, founder of  the Empire State 
Local News Coalition and director of  
Richner Communications — the parent 
company of  Herald Community Media. 
“Hometown newspapers deliver the 
hyperlocal updates and investigations 
necessary to sustain a community’s civic 
and financial well-being. As local news 
declines, critical stories are lost, and 
communities become more polarized.

“We’re proud to have the senate’s sup-
port, and we call on Gov. Hochul and the 
Assembly to support this industry-sav-
ing bill and protect critical newsroom 
jobs.”

Michaelle Solages says she’ll continue 
to push for the bill’s inclusion in the 
final state budget with her colleagues in 
the Assembly.

“We’re continuing our work on Long 
Island making sure the local story — the 
story that matters to individual New 
Yorkers — are heard,” Solages said. “But 
we really need to make sure we are 
investing into our community, investing 
into local journalism, and combatting 
this growing social media that is spread-
ing misinformation. 

“Our local papers are here. They are 
objective. They provide information. 
And we need to preserve that.”

Lawmakers, publishers rally to save local news

Photos courtesy Empire State Local News Coalition

Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages joins lawmakers and supporters like Assemblyman David Weprin, at left, and state Sen. Brad 
Hoylman-Sigal, at right, to call on her colleagues to support the Local Journalism Sustainability Act. The measure — currently 
included in the senate’s One House budget — would provide tax credits to local news outlets, so they can keep local reporters on 
the ground and covering communities.

State Sen. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, right, has pushed to put the Local Journalism 
Sustainability Act into the state senate’s One House budget, to provide tax credits to 
news outlets employing journalists to cover local communities. The measure is 
championed by the Empire State Local News Coalition, founded by Zachary Richner, 
director of Richner Communications, left.

O ur local 
papers 

are here. They 
are objective. 
They provide 
information. 
And we need to 
preserve that.

MICHAELLE 
SOLAGES
Assemblywoman



By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

The Glen Cove Downtown Business Improvement 
District has made countless efforts to keep businesses 
thriving. The BID held an annual meeting on March 14 
at Glen Floors to summarize and share their successes. 
The evening included a presentation that showcased 
many smiling faces in the city during holiday celebra-
tions, and a reflection on the BID’s 26 years of  celebrat-
ing Downtown Sounds, the BID’s summer music festival.

A business improvement district is a formal organi-
zation made up of  property owners and commercial ten-
ants who are dedicated to promoting business develop-
ment and improving an area’s quality of  life. BIDs deliv-
er supplemental services, such as public events, market-
ing and promotional programs, capital improvements, 
and beautification for the area — all funded by a special 
assessment paid by property owners within the district. 

The BID is comprised of  a board of  directors, which 
is made up of  eight downtown property owners, three 
downtown commercial tenants and one residential ten-
ant. It’s divided into four groups — finance, capital 
improvements, marketing, and economic development, 
as well as three city appointees: the deputy mayor, city 
controller, and the Community Development Agency. 

Among some of  its many endeavors, the capital 
improvements committee implemented many visual 
improvements to the downtown area, ensuring it 
remains welcoming and charming. Some projects 
included holiday banners, lighted garland and bows 
installed throughout downtown by DPW, new Downtown 
Sounds banners created by local high school students 
and purchasing 73 flower baskets hung from downtown 
lampposts. The BID also repaired its information kiosk, 
with help from Vinny Martinez of  DPW, and installed in 

Village Square, where it has greater visibility.
The BID’s fiscal year begins Jan. 1 and ends on Dec. 

31, and its financial report for the year shows total reve-
nue of  $261,844.00. This revenue is sourced from various 
partnerships, sponsorships, grants, and assessments. 
Expenditures for the year amount to $237,489.26, with 
the majority allocated to capital improvements, market-
ing efforts, special events, memberships, management, 
and office expenses. Notable expenses include funds 
allocated for landscaping and walkway maintenance, 
advertising, special events such as Downtown Sounds 
and the Halloween parade and festival, as well as man-
agement and office expenses. Despite these expendi-

tures, the BID maintains a positive financial overview, 
reflecting a balanced approach to promoting and man-
aging downtown activities and amenities.

Downtown Glen Cove experienced significant 
growth and activity in 2023. The lineup of  events, from 
Downtown Sounds to the Halloween Parade and Festi-
val, drew attention to local businesses and fostered com-
munity engagement. 

The free public events offered served several purpos-
es: to bring people in the Glen Cove community togeth-
er, invite newcomers to participate in the events, and 
expose the public to downtown businesses.

In October, the North Shore Hispanic Chamber of  
Commerce held a Hispanic Heritage Celebration in Vil-
lage Square. The event included Hispanic vendors, live 
entertainment, samples from Tocolo Cantina, and hon-
ored Chef  Moris Cafe on its 3rd anniversary.

On the Saturday before Halloween, the Glen Cove 
Downtown BID held a murder mystery event down-
town. Participants received the first clue via email, 
then had to search for more clues at downtown busi-
nesses to solve the crime. 

The BID also worked with the CDA to improve the 
stairwell off  the alleyway leading from School Street to 
the garage. They removed tripping hazards in walk-
ways between 1-3 School Street into the garage’s pedes-
trian entrance, and power washed the alleyway between 
City Hall and the courthouse.

Executive director of  the Downtown BID, Jill Nossa 
played a crucial role in orchestrating these develop-
ments, alongside Leah Dwyer, the assistant director.

“I look forward to working with and getting to know 
the membership even better this year,” Nossa said. “I 
know that, with the BID board of  directors, committee 
members, the city and the community, we can accom-
plish great things in downtown Glen Cove.”

Glen Cove’s BID reflects on 2023 success

Courtesy Gill Associates Photography

The crowd at Village Square enjoyed a fun-filled evening 
at BID sponsored Downtown Sounds last summer.
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 The Five Steps to an Elder Law Estate Plan

Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 x117 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

Elder law estate planning provides for (1) 
your care in the event you become disabled as 
you age, and who will be in charge of that care, 
and (2) the passing of your assets on death to 
whom you want, when you want, the way you 
want, with the least amount of taxes and legal 
fees possible. These are the five steps to creating 
such a plan.

Step One: Understanding the Family 
Dynamics. Clients often overlook the inestimable 
value of getting to know the family dynamic. We 
are firm believers that the social goes first and the 
legal should serve the social. Too often it is the 
other way around. Once we understand who’s 
who and everyone’s interpersonal relations with 
each other, we are far better able to craft a plan 
that will work socially as well as legally. The 
failure to address the social aspects has led to 
many a plan tearing the family apart.

Step Two: Reviewing the Client’s Assets. 
IRA’s and other “qualified” assets (i.e. tax 
deferred) are treated quite differently, on death 
or disability, from “non-qualified” assets. 
The determination of the amount and value of 
all assets, who owns them, and whether they 
have named beneficiaries are of the utmost 
importance in planning correctly, including 

saving legal fees and taxes.
Step Three: Reviewing Existing Estate 

Planning Documents: Not having been prepared 
by an elder law estate planning attorney, clients’ 
documents rarely have adequate provisions to 
take advantage of the many benefits the law 
provides for our aging population. Wills instead 
of trusts have often been prepared either because 
the client was considerably younger and a trust 
was not needed or a trust was needed but the 
general practice lawyer was unfamiliar with the 
specifics of preparing a trust. 

Step Four: Developing the Elder Law Estate 
Plan. We are now in a position to determine 
which persons are best suited to handle your 
legal, financial and medical affairs on disability 
or death, what type of plan should be used and 
how the estate should be distributed -- keeping in 
mind the preservation of harmony in the family.

Step Five: Executing and Maintaining 
the Plan. Legal documents are explained and 
executed, assets are retitled and beneficiaries 
on assets changed in keeping with planning 
objectives. The client is called in to the law firm 
every three years to ensure the plan meets the 
client’s current wishes and conforms with any 
law changes.
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Learn more about our consultation services.
 
Call today to find out how we can help you 
create a room you’ll love.

Trying to design the perfect 
space with no success?

WE CAN HELP WITH 3 EASY STEPS:WE CAN HELP WITH 3 EASY STEPS:

Spring Refresh
  

1. Complimentary design consultation with award-winning 
    interior designer Marilyn H. Rose 
2. Affordable solutions
3. We Implement + Transform your indoor or outdoor spaces 

516.676.3800 | cell: 516.815.4245
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man-Santos race.” 
It’s important to pay attention to the 

unaffiliated voters, he added. 
According to a 2020 Gallop poll, there 

are more unaffiliated voters nationwide 
— 40 percent — than either registered 
Democrats, who comprise 31 percent, or 
Republicans, who make up 25 percent.

Why voters register as blanks
Voters often choose to be unaffiliated 

because they are dissatisfied with poli-
tics, so much so that they are discour-
aged or even angry. 

“The problem with blanks is they 
tend to be non-ideological,” said Bill 
Biamonte, vice chairman of  the Nassau 
County Democratic Committee. “They 
only think of  what’s best for them 
because of  that anger for who’s in 
power. In a presidential election, 70 per-
cent of  them turn out.”

There are other reasons why voters 
may choose not to register with either 
major party. 

“People don’t want to register to vote 
because they think that they’re going to 
be called for jury duty,” Scheuerman 
said. “And you never know what these 
voters are thinking one day to the next. 
They think if  they register blank, they 
won’t be bothered by petitions or emails 
soliciting money.”

Unaffiliated voters quickly learn the 
opposite is true. Both parties spend a 
great deal of  time and money wooing 
them. 

“The parties are looking at the 
blanks they feel are persuadable,” 
Scheuerman said. “So in the end, the 
blanks actually probably end up getting 
more information from the respective 
parties that they maybe were trying to 
avoid.” 

Unaffiliated voters cannot vote in pri-
maries in New York, as they can in 

Arkansas, Colorado, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, North Carolina and 
Rhode Island, where prima-
ries are open. But Scheuer-
man said that being barred 
from voting in a primary 
may not be important to 
New York’s blanks, who 
may only care about voting 
in general elections. 

In presidential years, 
blanks tend to swing Demo-
cratic, Scheuerman added, 
and in other years “they 
kind of  go with the breeze.”

Some may be interested 
in seeing political ads 
before they decide on 
whom to vote for, or read-
ing analyses of  the candi-
dates and their positions, 
or watching debates.

Michael Berg, of  Hun-
tington, has always been an 
unaffiliated voter. He didn’t vote much 
in his 20s, he said, but when he turned 
30, he started paying more attention to 
politics.

“I’m an independent, because this 
way I’m free to do whatever I wish and 
won’ t  be  influenced by  others ’ 
thoughts,” Berg said. “And I don’t care 
that I can’t vote in a primary.”

Berg said he is dissatisfied with the 
two parties, but these days he is leaning 
toward the Democrats. “That’s because 
they’re human beings who want to solve 
problems,” he said. “But I’ve voted in 
the past for Republicans. But now I feel 
like the GOP say and do outrageous 
things and get the Democrats angry, and 
then they say, ‘Look how angry the Dem-
ocrats are.’”

Berg added he doesn’t disapprove of  
Republican policies. 

The Independence Party of New York
There has been some confusion 

among unaffiliated voters when regis-

tering to vote. Not wanting to register as 
Republicans or Democrats, many check 
the box to join the Independence Party 
of  New York, believing they are regis-
tering as independents. 

But the Independence Party, which 
gained inclusion on the ballot in 1994, is 
not for unaffiliated voters. It endorses 
the major parties’ choices and does not 
nominate its own candidates. 

“There was a lot of  confusion when 
voters thought they were unaffiliated,” 
Scheuerman said, “but they were regis-
tering to be in the Independence Party.” 

The confusion ended in March 2022, 
when the party lost its ballot-qualified 
status. 

New York’s voter registration form 
gives people the option to check a box 
that says, “I do not wish to enroll in a 
party,” which allows unaffiliated voters 
to participate in elections other than 
primaries.  

Who are the unaffiliated voters?
Blanks often lean Republican nation-

ally, but in 2006 they joined Democrats, 
voting against President George W. 
Bush in a midterm election. They also 
supported President Barack Obama in 
2008, but two years later, they favored 
Republicans in the next midterm elec-
tion, giving them control of  the House 
of  Representatives. 

A Gallop poll conducted in March 
2023 found that 49 percent of  Americans 
see themselves as politically indepen-
dent, which would mean that unaffiliat-
ed voters, rather than Republicans or 
Democrats, are in the majority.

Gallup analyst Jeff  Jones attributed 
the rise in blanks to young voters. 

“It was never unusual for younger 
adults to have higher percentages of  
independents than older adults,” Jones 
said. “What is unusual is that as Gen X 
and millennials get older, they are stay-
ing independent rather than picking a 
party, as older generations tended to do.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Laura Lane/Herald

James Scheuerman, the Democratic commissioner of the Nassau County Board of 
Elections, said that so-called ‘blanks’ can determine the outcomes of elections.

Roksana Amid/Herald

Unaffiliated voters are unable to vote in primaries in 
New York state.

In 2019, a Pew Research report 
found that nearly four in 10 people 
identified themselves as unaffiliated 
voters. Of those who did: 

 ■ Most lean toward one of the two 
major parties. 

 ■ Unaffiliated voters, especially 
those who don’t lean toward the 
major parties, are less engaged in 
politics than those who belong to 
one of the parties. 

 ■ Unaffiliated voters’ opinions on 
political candidates are generally 
more negative than those of people 
who belong to a party.

 ■ An unaffiliated voter is generally 
younger and more likely to be male. 

–Laura Lane

Facts about political 
independents

 ■ 418,891 people are registered to 
vote. 

 ■ 259,943 are unaffiliated with a 
party. 

 ■ 31,113 unaffiliated voters cast 
ballots in the February special elec-
tion — 21 percent of the turnout.

 ■ 27,417 voters switched to ‘unaf-
filiated’ since 2020 — 48.89 per-
cent former Democrats, and 37.14 
percent former Republicans. 

–Laura Lane

3rd Congressional 
District, by the 

numbers

In 2020, Gallup interviewed more 
than 19,000 people across the 
country, asking if they identified as 
a Republican, Democrat or indepen-
dent. In 2021 Gallup asked 12,000 
people the same question. 

2020
 ■ Unaffiliated — 39 percent 

 ■ Democrat — 30 percent

 ■ Republican – 29 percent

2021
 ■ Unaffiliated — 42 percent 

 ■ Democrat — 29 percent

 ■ Republican – 27 percent

–Laura Lane

How people 
identify politically
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STEPPING OUT

Academy of St. 
Martin in the Fields 
The Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields is recognized for fresh, 
brilliant interpretations of the 
world’s greatest orchestral music. 
Formed by Sir Neville Mariner in 
1958 from a group of London’s 
leading musicians, it’s become 
one of the world’s most respected 
orchestral ensembles. Joshua 
Bell, music director and Grammy-
winning violinist, has performed 
with virtually every major orchestra 
in the world, and is one of the most 
celebrated artists of his era. Led by 
violin virtuoso Bell, this performance 
showcases Mendelssohn’s deeply 
emotive Violin Concerto, with Bell 
himself taking the stage as both 
soloist and leader. The program 
also includes Rossini’s Il barbiere 
di Siviglia Overture, and Brahms’ 
Symphony No. 2 in C major, Op. 
61. Set out with Bell and the 
orchestra on a passionate musical 
journey of passion and triumph 
as the extraordinary ensemble 
demonstrates their artistry. 

Friday, March 29, 8 p.m. Tickets 
start at $80. Tilles Center for the 
Performing Arts, LIU Post campus, 
720 Northern Blvd., Brookville. Tickets 
available at Ticketmaster.com or 
TillesCenter.org or (516) 299-3100.

So Good: The Neil 
Diamond Experience
Robert Neary honors an icon with
a tribute show like no other. With 
more than 35 years as a Broadway, 
television and fi lm actor, Neary 
brings a special fl air to his tribute 
show. With his powerful presence, 
from the moment he struts on stage 
wearing trademark black, gray, 
and silver sequined jacket, Neary, 
uncannily resembles Neil Diamond 
at the height of his touring career 
in the ‘90s and 2000s. His wit and 
mannerisms on stage are spot on, 
especially when he plays his guitar. 
When he speaks and tells the 
stories and trivia behind some of 
Neil’s most popular songs, his rich 
baritone gravelly voice can easily be 
mistaken for Neil’s own speaking 
voice. The title says it all. It is the 
quintessential Neil Diamond concert 
experience that concludes with a 
mind-blowing fi nale. 

Saturday, March 30, 8 p.m. $49.50, 
$39.50, $35, $29.50, $25. The 
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. Tickets available at 
Ticketmaster.com or ParamountNY.
com.By Danielle Schwab

Everyone has a golden ticket to the Chocolate Expo 
The Chocolate Expo returns with an exciting Wonka-twist

or the love of chocolate, there’s a sweet treat awaiting everyone at 
this year’s Chocolate Expo. 

 The popular event — proclaimed as one of the largest chocolate 
showcases in the United States — is back, ready to tantalize all on April 14. 
 Chocoholics will delight in the day-long food paradise. An array 
of 90-plus vendors — including those representing Long Island, New 
England and even international purveyors — will share their sweet and 
savory wares with the public during this unique food-centric festival at 
the David S. Mack Sports & Exhibition Complex at Hofstra University.
 “We have a wide variety of interesting products,” says Marvin Baum, 
the Chocolate Expo’s founder and creator. “It’s like going to a wine 
tasting. You’re trying something different 
and exploring. That’s really what it is, for 
people to come and explore all kinds of 
culinary delights. In this case, it’s with 
chocolates, baked goods, specialty foods, 
wines, cheeses and other products as 
well.” 
 Celebrate and indulge in delicious 
gourmet goodies — even treats for your 
beloved pooch. Of course, tasting is very 
much a part of the event, starting from 
the moment you enter.
 The scrumptious combination of savory 
and sweet includes chocolate-covered 
pretzels, artisanal chocolates, bonbons, 
fudge, rum cakes, hot chocolate, and even chocolate-covered bacon.
 And, certainly, no chocolate event would be complete without big 
chocolate fountains. Guests are greeted by fountains overfl owing with 
dark, white and milk chocolates, which can deliciously drench a selection 
of fresh fruit, marshmallows pretzels and Rice Krispies Treats.
 Visitors will surely enjoy another special treat: An appearance by 
actors from the original 1971 fi lm “Willy Wonka & the Chocolate 
Factory.” Julie Dawn Cole (Veruca Salt), Paris Themmen (Mike Teevee), 
and Rusty Goffe (who in addition to playing an Oompa Loompa, has 
also been in fi ve of the Harry Potter movies and in Star Wars ), are the 
festival’s special guests. Baum proudly proclaims this is the fi rst Wonka 
cast reunion at a chocolate event. 
 “We found that there was a true emotional connection for a lot of 
people, between the movie and their own lives — whether it be with 
good memories with the family or as being part of an escape,” he says. 
“And so, for that reason, we think that a lot of people on Long Island are 
going to respond to and be really excited to see this get-together of the 
Wonka characters.”

 If your palate reaches 
sensory overload, take a break 
to check out some of the many 
activities that round out the 
day. Shows and demonstrations 
include chocolate smashing, 
where participants can break a 
part of high-quality chocolate 
molds with hammers. There’s 
also a demonstration with DJ 
Chef, the fi rst winner of Food 
Network’s “Cuthroat Kitchen,” 
known for spinning tunes while 
cooking.
 The youngest “fun-sized” 
visitors will enjoy Kidz Zone, 
enticing them with face 
painting, balloon twisting and 
crafts.
 The festival, according to Baum, has now taken on a life of its own.
 “I said, ‘We need to do something where New York businesses 
can actually make some money. Instead of just doing tastings, let’s do 
something where we’re tasting and have sales.’ And basically, that 
became the fi rst New York Chocolate Expo.”
 Participating chocolatiers, bakers and related purveyors offer a mind-
boggling collection of goodies.
 Among the enthusiastic local returnees, Wantagh-based Uncle 
Jeff’s Pecan Pies is not to be missed. Owner Jeff Church participated for 
the fi rst time last year, and enthusiastically reports the response to his 
offerings was “beyond belief.” He’ll offer both his all-natural chocolate 
and regular pecan pies again this year. 
 “As soon as they opened the doors, people swarmed the tables 
saying ‘one of these,’ ‘one of those,’” he says. “It was insane.”
 Another bakery, Valley Stream’s Chez Hedwidge, caters to folks with 
dietary restrictions. All products are gluten-free and soy-free, with vegan 
options available. Edwidge Oriol — who owns the business with her 
husband — has been involved with the Chocolate Expo for fi ve years. 
 “Those who have these (dietary) challenges, they deserve a good 
treat,” she says. 
 Among the items Oriol will ll bring is her gluten-free chocolate 
tart, which won third place in a Culinary Federation of Long Island 
competition. 
 Whether you’re looking to grab your local faves or fi nd a new delicious 
obsession, the expo is the place to indulge in some chocolatey fun. 
 “Everybody is welcome,” Baum says. “All the noise of day-to-day life, 
all that’s pushed to the side. We want to get together, have a good time, 
share memories, share some good food, and support local businesses.”

  

•   April 14, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
•   $20 adult, $10 ages 5-12 

($30 adult, $15 ages 5-12 
at door); available from 
TheChocolateExpo.com

•   Hofstra’s David S. Mack 
Sports & Exhibition Complex, 
Hempstead

The Chocolate Expo always is a showcase of scrumptious bites.

‘ ’ :
Photos courtesy Chuck Fishman



THE
Your Neighborhood

On exhibit
Nassau County Museum of Art’s 
latest exhibition, “Urban Art 
Evolution,” is a comprehensive 
exhibit featuring a diverse 
range of compositions from the 
1980s through the present by 
creators who were based in the 
rough and tumble downtown 
area of New York City known 
as Loisaida/LES (Lower East 
Side/East Village) and close 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
     Artists pushed the 
boundaries of what was 
considered “art” with a primary 
focus on street/graffiti art. 
The exhibit’s scope, guest 
curated by art collector/gallerist 
Christopher Pusey, offers an 
even broader view from other 
creative residents, who worked 
inside their studios but still 
contributed to the rich fabric of 
the downtown art scene from 
different vantage points and 
aesthetics. 
     Works include sculpture, 
paintings, photography, 
music, and ephemera from 
many noted and influential 
artists. On view through July 
7. Nassau County Museum 
of Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn 
Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or 
NassauMuseum.org.

Jaime 
Lozano 
y La 
Familia 
Mexican 

musical multi-hyphenate 
and Lincoln Center regular 
Jaime Lozano appears 
on the Tilles Center 
stage with his Familia, 
an all-star Latin lineup 
of Broadway and Off-
Broadway performers, 
Saturday, April 6, 8 p.m. 
Heralded by none other 
than Lin-Manuel Miranda 
as “the next big thing,” 
Lozano’s newest work, 
“Songs by an Immigrant,” 
is a musical journey about 
diversity and integration. 
Lozano honestly portrays 
the challenges of the first- and second-generation middle class U.S. immigrant experience: finding 
a new home, learning a new language, dealing with discrimination, pursuing the American Dream, 
and searching for ways to build bridges instead of walls. His Familia includes Mauricio Martínez, 
Shereen Pimentel and Mayelah Barrera, as well as a nine-piece orchestra. The spectacular 
celebration of Latin talent includes special guests who are students from Long Island University’s 
Theatre Arts Department, which adds an exciting dynamic to the performance, showcasing 
the next generation of rising stars in the industry. The collaboration between these seasoned 
professionals and up-and-coming talents is sure to create a truly unforgettable experience for all 
who attend. “Songs by an Immigrant” is an inspiring celebration of the immigrant odyssey. Tickets 
start at $50; available at TillesCenter.org or (516) 299-3100. LIU Post campus, 720 Northern Blvd., 
Brookville.

April
6

‘Listen to the Music’
Join L.I. Cabaret Theatre for 
their latest performance, 
Saturday, April 6, 2 p.m., at the 
Elmont Library Theatre. In this 
spirited show music is on the 
menu as the cast travels back 
to different years in the past 
to find clues and knowledge 
to save the Melody Diner from 
demolition. A cast of 35  keeps 
the action moving along, with 
a live band. The singers and 
dancers performs current hits, 
oldies and also tunes from 
the Broadway stage. Free 
admission. Elmont Memorial 
Library Theater, 700 Hempstead 
Turnpike, Elmont. (516) 354-
5280 or LICabaret@aol.com.

Glen Cove Women’s 
Golf Club 
Glen Cove Women’s Golf Club 
is looking for members. The 
group plays 18 holes every 
Tuesday, starting in April 
through October, at the Glen 
Cove Golf Club. Play is weather 
permitting. Membership is 
open to all women regardless 
of residency. 109 Lattingtown 
Road. For more information, visit 
GCWomensGolf.com.
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Artist showcase
Sea Cliff Arts Council member Kaylin Burger’s paintings are on view 
at Sea Cliff Village Library, through April. She embodies a distinctive 
perspective shaped by the diverse cultural landscapes of both the east 
and west. 
     Enriched by her experiences, Burger integrates elements from both 
worlds into her work, creating a harmonious fusion of influences 
that captivates the viewer. Immersed in the familiarity of coastal 
living, Burger finds boundless inspiration in the ebb and flow of the 
sea, inviting all to experience a sense of calm. 300 Sea Cliff Ave. Visit 
SeaCliffArtsCouncil.org.

AARP Tax Assistance
Free tax help is provided by AARP trained volunteers at the Glen 
Cove Public Library on 4 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Cove. Wednesdays, 
through April 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Be sure to bring your tax 
package, W-2 forms, your real estate property tax bill, a copy of 
your tax return and any other information that might be helpful 
in correctly filing your tax return. Both spouses must be present for 
married couples filing joint tax returns. Masks are required to be 
always worn while receiving tax assistance regardless of vaccination 
status. 4 Glen St. Visit GlenCoveLibrary.org or (516) 676-2130.

Life of Roosevelt 
Join former Sea Cliff mayor Ed 
Liberman for a slide presentation 
on the life of President Theodore 
Roosevelt, at Sea Cliff Village 
Library, Thursday, April 4, 4 p.m.. 
300 Sea Cliff Ave. Registration 
required. Visit SeaClifflLbrary.
org to register and for more 
information.

Book signing 
Theodore’s Books hosts mystery thriller author Kemper Donovan, 
Thursday, April 11, 7 p.m. He’ll discuss and sign copies of his latest 
novel, “The Busy Body.” 17 Audrey Ave., Oyster Bay. For more 
information and to register, visit TheodoresBooks.com.

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and 
create at Family Saturdays at 
Nassau County Museum of Art, 
Saturday, March 30, noon-3 
p.m. Get inspired by the art 
and objects in the galleries 
and then join educators at the 
Manes Center to explore and 
discover different materials 
to create your own original 
artwork. 
     Kids and adults connect 
while talking about and 
making art together. A new 
project is featured every week. 
$20 adult, $10 child. For ages 
2-14. Registration required. 1 
Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. 
Visit NassauMuseum.org for to 
register or call (516) 484-9337.

Culinary Delights 
Glen Cove Chamber’s 26th 
Annual Culinary Delights 
is set for Monday, April 
15, 6-9 p.m., at Glen Cove 
Mansion. This gourmet event 
introduces the community 
to the area’s restaurants 
and food businesses. 200 
Dosoris Lane, Glen Cove. Visit 
GlencCoveChamber.org for 
tickets.

Forest Bathing
Sands Point Preserve offers another in 
its series of Forest Bathing walks, led 
by certified guide Linda Lombardo, 
Saturday, April 13, 10 a.m.-noon. Based 
on the Japanese tradition of Shinrin-
Yoku, a wellness practice developed in 
the 1980s, the walk, on the grounds 
of the former summer residence of 
Howard Gould and later Daniel and Florence Guggenheim, inspires 
mindful connections with the natural elements of the woods for a 
range of healthful benefits. $40, $35 members. Registration required. 
Sands Point Preserve, 127 Middle Neck Road. For information, visit 
SandsPointPreserveConservancy.org or call (516) 571-7901.

South Shore 
Symphony in concert
Enjoy the popular orchestra,as 
it continues its season,with 
special guests Deborah 
Lifton and the Adea Quartet, 
Saturday, April 6, 7:30 p.m., at 
the Madison Theatre. Program 
includes Rachmaninoff’s 
“Symphonic Dances,” Op. 45; 
Samuel Barber’s “Knoxville: 
Summer of 1915,” Op. 24; 
and Robert Schumann’s 
“Concertpiece for 4 Horns”, 
Op. 45. Molloy University, 1000 
Hempstead Ave., Rockville 
Centre. Tickets available at 
MadisonTheatreNY.org or (516) 
323-4444.

Game Time 
Drop by Bayville Free Library, 
Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m., for 
casual table games. Bring 
your own games or use games 
offered by the library such as; 
cards, Canasta, Mah Jongg, 
Scrabble, chess, checkers, 
backgammon, and jigsaw 
puzzles.No registration 
required. 34 School St. For 
more information, visit 
BayvilleFreeLibrary.org or call 
(516) 628-2765. 

April
6

Country Jukebox
The North Shore Symphony 
Orchestra is joined by 
Broadway and New York 
cabaret stars for “Country 
Jukebox: Kenny, Dolly & 
Friends,” Saturday, April 6, 8 
p.m., on Adelphi’s Performing 
Arts Center stage. Your toes 
will be tapping and your 
hands clapping during this 
evening of country classics from 
the 1950s to today’s hottest 
contemporary hits. 
     The dynamic performers, 
with North Shore Symphony, 
salute such greats as Kenny 
Rogers, Dolly Parton, Tammy 
Wynette, George Jones, The 
Judds, Carrie Underwood and 
more. Tickets start at $45, with 
discounts available to seniors, 
students, Adelphi alumni and 
employees. Adelphi University 
Performing Arts Center, 1 South 
Ave., Garden City. (516) 877-
4000 or Adelphi.edu/pac.
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ARE YOU IN THE TOP 3?
DON’T MISS THE BIGGEST 

PARTY OF THE YEAR! 

05.14.24
THE CREST HOLLOW 
COUNTRY CLUB
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By JORDAN VALLONE
jvallone@liherald.com

The Nassau County International Cricket Stadium is 
starting to take form in Eisenhower Park. 

The temporary 34,000-seat venue will serve as one of  
the hosting locations for the 2024 International Cricket 
Council Men’s T20 World Cup, set to take place this 
June in locations that also include Florida, Texas and 
the West Indies. And Nassau County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman emphasized Eisenhower Park’s involvement 
by joining ICC officials and renowned professional 
cricketers at a parade last week to officially bring the 
World Cup’s trophy “home.”

The trophy was displayed underneath an American 
flag arch, set up by the East Meadow Fire Department, 
and escorted by the Nassau County Police Department, 
dozens of  emergency vehicles, bagpipers, and the coun-
ty’s mounted unit to the stadium site.  

“We are in the process of  constructing this beautiful 
stadium that will be here for the duration of  the tourna-
ment,” Blakeman said. “It’s going to be a great venue 
for everybody to enjoy cricket. There’ll be so many 
countries that will be here with their teams — we will 
have fans from all over the world.” 

Eight games are slated for Nassau over the course of  
12 days. Eisenhower Park will actually host one of  the 
most highly anticipated games of  the tournament — 
India vs. Pakistan — which both consistently fielding 
some of  the best cricketers in the game. 

The Cricket World Cup is the third-most popular 
sporting event across the globe, only behind the FIFA 
World Cup and the Tour de France. 

“We call it the Super Bowl on steroids,” Blakeman 
said. 

The stadium was designed by Populous, an architec-

ture firm also responsible for creating Yankee Stadium, 
Citi Field and the UBS Arena, among others. The initia-
tive is privately funded, and the stadium is being built 
in the open space behind the park’s aquatic center, adja-
cent to Field 6. 

Tickets for games have been hard to obtain, but ICC 
officials say fans may still be able to secure some.

“The levels of  interest in being part of  the event are 
huge, with more than 3 million ticket applications in 

the initial ballot,” Geoff  Allardice, the ICC’s chief  exec-
utive said. “I’m delighted to confirm today that we’ve 
worked closely with our partners to release more tick-
ets to 51 of  the 55 games of  the event.”

For those unable to purchase tickets, Blakeman says 
the county will set up watch parties in various locations 
— details of  which will be announced at a later date.  

Allardice also thanked the county and Blakeman for 
their support, saying the ICC had “found a true part-
ner” that supports the council’s “vision and ambition.” 
The stadium had originally been planned for the Bronx, 
but moved to Nassau County after considerable resis-
tance from neighbors surrounding Van Cortlandt Park 
there.

“It’s fantastic to stand here today and see our vision 
come to life,” Allardice said.  

Ali Khan, a Pakistani-born American cricketer who 
plays for the United States, says he’s excited about 
returning home for the upcoming games. 

“It’s really good to be here in Nassau County this 
morning — good to see all the people coming out,” Khan 
said. “We cannot wait to take the field here.”

Team USA will compete against India on June 12 in 
Eisenhower. 

“That’s going to be a huge game for us as a host coun-
try,” Khan said. “I wish (that) a lot of  people come, espe-
cially local supporters. Get your tickets now and come 
support your home team, Team USA.” 

As part of  county’s negotiations with the ICC, the 
stadium will be disassembled after the tournament, but 
the state-of-the-art cricket field will be left in place, 
along with practice facilities in Cantiague Park in 
Hicksville. 

Local cricket teams and leagues will be able to use 
the fields when the tournament ends. 

“Cricket,” Blakeman said, “is here forever now.”

Cricket World Cup looks to ‘hit for six’

Jordan Vallone/Herald

At the construction site of the Nassau County 
International Cricket Stadium in Eisenhower Park, Ali 
Khan, a professional cricketer on Team USA, spoke 
about the excitement surrounding the Cricket World Cup 
in June. The tournament’s trophy traveled to stadium 
last week in a ceremonious parade.
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1-516-717-4717
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 

benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 

convenient refreshing shower while seated or 

standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 

FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable
shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all
included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Back by Popular Demand! 

 FREE SHOWER PACKAGE!

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 516-717-4717

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub pur-

chase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash 
value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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Produced By

RICHNER

VISIT RICHNERLIVE.COM TO VIEW A
FULL LIST OF HONOREES

JOIN US
 TUESDAY, APRIL 16

AT THE HERITAGE CLUB 
AT BETHPAGE!

For more information about tickets or
sponsorships contact Amy Amato at
516.569.4000 x224 or aamato@liherald.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT.  
NASSAU COUNTY.    ELM  
LIMITED, LLC., Pltf. vs.  
JOHN KEMPSKI, NASSAU  
COUNTY TREASURER,  
Defts. Index  
#606054/2022. Pursuant  
to judgment of  
foreclosure and sale  
entered August 18, 2023,  
I will sell at public auction  
on the North Side Steps  
of the Nassau Supreme  
Court, 100 Supreme Court  
Drive, Mineola, NY on  
April 25, 2024 at 2:00  
p.m. prem. k/a Section  
22, Block F01, Lot 298.  
Sold subject to terms and  
conditions of filed  
judgment and terms of  
sale. RON FERRARO,  
Referee. LEVY & LEVY,  
Attys. for Pltf., 12 Tulip  
Drive, Great Neck, NY.  
#101110
145608

LEGAL NOTICE
___________________
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING 
___________________
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a public hearing  
pursuant to Section 859-a  
of the General Municipal  
Law, as amended, will be  
held by the Glen Cove  
Industrial Development  
Agency (the “Agency”)  
on the 11th  day of April,  
2024, at 5:30 p.m., local  
time, at City Hall, 9-13  
Glen Street, 2nd floor  
conference room, City of  
Glen Cove, County of  
Nassau, New York, with  
respect to the “Proposed  
Project” and the  
“Additional Financial  
Assistance” (as such  
terms are defined below).
On or about December  
29, 2015, 50 Glen  
Partners LLC (the  
“Assignor”) entered into  
a “straight lease”  
transaction with the  
Agency under the Act,  
pursuant to which the  
Agency undertook a  
project (the “Project”)  
consisting of the  
following: (A) the  
acquisition of an interest  
in an approximately  
0.25-acre parcel of land  
located at 50 Glen Street,  
City of Glen Cove, County  
of Nassau, New York  
(Section: 21; Block: 3; Lot:  
13) (the “Land”), and the  
existing approximately  
21,000 square foot  
building (the “Building”)  
thereon, together with  
related improvements to  
the Land, and the  
acquisition and  
installation therein and  
thereon of certain 

furniture, fixtures,  
machinery and equipment  
(the “Equipment”), all of  
the foregoing for use as a  
co-working/office sharing  
facility (collectively, the  
“Project Facility”); (B) the  
granting of certain  
“financial assistance”  
(within the meaning of  
Section 854(14) of the  
Act) with respect to the  
foregoing, including  
potential exemptions or  
partial exemptions from  
real property taxes,  
mortgage recording taxes  
and sales and use taxes  
(collectively, the  
“Financial Assistance”);  
and (C) the lease (with an  
obligation to purchase) or  
sale of the Project Facility  
to the Assignor.
Pursuant to a certain  
Sublease Agreement  
dated as of December 1,  
2015 (as amended, the  
“Lease Agreement”) by  
and between the Agency,  
as sublessor, and the  
Assignor, as sublessee,  
the Agency subleased the  
Project Facility to the  
Assignor.
On or about February 23,  
2022, the Assignor  
assigned all of its right,  
title and interest in and to  
the Lease Agreement and  
the other Transaction  
Documents (as defined in  
the Lease Agreement) to  
50 Glen Realty LLC (the  
“Company”) and the  
Company assumed all of  
the obligations of the  
Assignor set forth or  
incorporated by reference  
in the Lease Agreement  
and the other Transaction  
Documents for the  
purpose of operating and  
maintaining the Project  
Facility for the purposes  
set forth in the Lease  
Agreement.
The Company has  
presented a certain  
application for financial  
assistance (the  
“Application”) to the  
Agency, which  
Application requests that  
the Agency consider  
undertaking a project  
consisting of the  
following (the “Proposed  
Project”): (A) the  
undertaking of certain  
renovations of the Project  
Facility and the  
acquisition of certain  
furniture, fixtures,  
machinery and equipment  
necessary for the  
upgrading of the Project  
Facility (collectively, the  
“2023 Equipment”) by  
the Company as agent of  
the Agency; and (B) the  
granting of certain  
additional “financial  
assistance” (within the 

meaning of Section  
854(14) of the Act) with  
respect to the foregoing,  
including potential  
additional exemptions or  
partial exemptions from  
sales and use taxes and  
taxes and real property  
taxes (collectively, the  
“Additional Financial  
Assistance”).
The Project Facility is  
owned, operated and/or  
managed by the  
Company.
The Company would  
receive the Additional  
Financial Assistance from  
the Agency in the form of  
potential exemptions or  
partial exemptions from  
sales and use and real  
property taxes.
A representative of the  
Agency will at the above- 
stated time and place  
hear and accept  
comments from all  
persons with views with  
respect to the Proposed  
Project or the Additional  
Financial Assistance.   
Interested parties may  
present their views both  
orally and in writing with  
respect to the Proposed  
Project or the Additional  
Financial Assistance.
Subject to applicable law,  
copies of the Application,  
which includes a  
description of the  
anticipated costs and  
benefits of the Proposed  
Project, are available for  
review by the public  
during business hours at  
the offices of the Agency  
at City Hall, 9-13 Glen  
Street, Glen Cove, NY  
11542 (from 9:00 a.m. to  
5:00 p.m. Monday  
through Friday).  The  
Application is also posted  
on the Agency’s website  
at: www.glencoveida.org.
The Agency also  
encourages all interested  
parties to submit written  
comments to the Agency  
(which must be received  
by the Agency no later  
than April 11, 2024 at  
5:00 p.m.), which will be  
included within the public  
hearing record.  Any  
written comments may be  
sent to Glen Cove  
Industrial Development  
Agency, City Hall, 9-13  
Glen Street, Glen Cove,  
NY 11542, Attn:  
Executive Director, and/or  
via e-mail to  
afangmann@glencovecda 
.org.
The public hearing will be  
streamed on the Agency’s  
website 
https://glencoveida.org/m 
eeting-livestream/ in real- 
time and a recording of  
the public hearing will be  
posted on the Agency’s 

website, all in accordance  
with Section 857 of the  
New York General  
Municipal Law, as  
amended.
Dated: March 29,
2024
GLEN COVE INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
By:      Ann S. Fangmann
Executive Director
145771

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE   
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU  
Wilmington Savings Fund  
Society, FSB, not in its  
individual capacity, but  
solely as Owner Trustee  
on Behalf for CSMC 2018- 
RPL12 Trust, Plaintiff  
AGAINST Omar Guzman  
a/k/a Omar E. Guzman, et  
al., Defendant(s)    
Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered October 30,  
2023, I, the undersigned  
Referee will sell at public  
auction at the North Side  
steps of the Nassau  
County Supreme Court,  
100 Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
April 30, 2024 at 2:00PM,  
premises known as 9  
Rose Avenue, Glen Cove,  
NY 11542.  All that  
certain plot piece or  
parcel of land, with the  
buildings and  
improvements erected,  
situate, lying and being in  
the City of Glen Cove,  
County of Nassau and  
State of New York,  
SECTION: 31, BLOCK: E,  
LOT: 209.  Approximate  
amount of judgment  
$412,059.27 plus interest  
and costs.  Premises will  
be sold subject to  
provisions of filed  
Judgment Index  
#612761/2022. The  
aforementioned auction  
will be conducted in  
accordance with the  
NASSAU County  
COVID-19 Protocols  
located on the Office of  
Court Administration  
(OCA) website  
(https://ww2.nycourts.gov 
/Admin/oca.shtml) and as  
such all persons must  
comply with social  
distancing, wearing  
masks and screening  
practices in effect at the  
time of this foreclosure  
sale. Brian J. Davis, Esq.,  
Referee   Frenkel Lambert  
Weiss Weisman &  
Gordon, LLP 53 Gibson  
Street Bay Shore, NY  
11706   01-094288-F01  
79946
145654

Public Notices
LGLE1
0328

Place a notice by phone at 
516-569-4000 x232 or email:
legalnotices@liherald.com  
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Rebecca and Craig Cas-
tronovo can’t imagine a 
time where their two chil-
dren, Ella, 11, and Juliette, 
10, won’t have needed health 
insurance. For Ella, a dia-
betic, and Juliette, who is 
diagnosed with Tracheoma-
lacia, an underdeveloped 
windpipe, medicine and doc-
tors’ visits would cost thou-
sands of  dollars per month 
if  the Affordable Care Act 
hadn’t been enacted in 
March of  2010. 

The couple attended a 
news conference organized 
by  C o n g re s s m a n  To m 
Suozzi last Saturday at Glen 
Cove Hospital.

“There wasn’t time really to think 
about the long-term issues with diabetes 
or anything like that,” said Rebecca Cas-
tronovo, after the news conference. “It 
was just we have to take care of  our 
daughter. We need to get all the medical 
supplies and prescriptions everything 
that we need and learn as much about 
this as we can in order to keep her 
healthy.”

Rebecca added that many people don’t 
realize that diabetes is a “24-hour-a-day, 
seven-days-a week condition, and there 
is no time off  from diabetes.” Ella now 
monitors her glucose levels through a 
phone application. 

Diagnosing both Ella and Juliette 
with their conditions was an uphill bat-
tle. At first, doctors believed Ella had a 
viral infection, but Rebecca was skepti-
cal, saying the symptoms of  excessive 
thirst, urination and irritability were 
clear signs of  diabetes, which they saw 
in the family’s diabetic cat. Juliette was 
first misdiagnosed with asthma, until 
last year. 

Rebecca became a stay-at-home mom 
to monitor her children’s medical needs. 
Craig had worked in the finance indus-
try prior to the 2008 recession but was 
unemployed. 

“Not being gainfully employed, I 
would have had no idea how to pay for 
everything prior to the Obama Care 
plan,”  said Craig, after the news confer-
ence. “I don’t know how we would have 
made it financially.” 

But for families like the Castronovo’s, 
the Affordable Care Act, enacted by for-
mer President Barak Obama 14-years-
ago, aims to make health insurance 
more accessible and affordable through 
various provisions and programs. 
Across coverage groups, a total of  45 
million Americans are enrolled in cover-
age related to the ACA, the highest total 
on record.  This represents 14.1 million 
more people enrolled than in 2021 and 
32.5 million more people enrolled than in 
2014. 

Eligibility for  ACA pro g rams 
includes individuals who do not have 

access to employer-sponsored insurance 
or government programs like Medicaid 
or Medicare, who can purchase insur-
ance through the Health Insurance Mar-
ketplace. 

Medicaid expansion under the ACA 
extends coverage to more low-income 
adults, with eligibility based on income 
and household size, though it varies by 
state. Subsidies are available to individ-
uals and families with incomes between 
100 percent and 400 percent of  the feder-
al poverty level to help offset premiums 
and out-of-pocket costs for Marketplace 
plans. Additionally, young adults can 
stay on their parents’ insurance until 
age 26, and insurance companies are 
prohibited from denying coverage or 
charging higher premiums based on pre-
existing conditions. 

During a press conference on March 
23, the anniversary of  the ACA, Con-
gressman Tom Suozzi, of  Glen Cove, 
highlighted the significant impact of  the 
ACA in New York state, emphasizing its 
success in reducing healthcare cost for 
both children and adults, while contrast-
ing it with states like Florida and Texas. 

Suozzi emphasized the ACA’s prohibi-
tion of  discrimination based on pre-
existing conditions, and highlighted its 
many benefits, such as eliminating 
annual or lifetime coverage limits and 
allowing children to stay on their par-
ents’ insurance until age 26. Suozzi 
acknowledged the ACA’s imperfections, 
particularly regarding high health care 
costs, but advocates for its preservation. 
He also spoke of  efforts to address issues 
like excessive prescription drug prices. 

Suozzi war ned against ongoing 
threats of  ACA repeal and stressed the 
importance of  celebrating and safe-
guarding its achievements.

“In New York, we have the lowest of  
uninsured children, and the lowest rate 
of  uninsured adults in the country 
because we use the Affordable Care 
Act,” Suozzi. “This is something we 
need to celebrate because this affects 
real people’s lives, and the idea that even 
now, 14 years later, that there are folks 
that think we should be doing away with 
this, it’s just unfathomable to me.”

Gratitude for years of 
affordable health care

Roksana Amid/Herald

Congressman Tom Suozzi, right, led a news 
conference to mark the 14-year anniversary of the 
Affordable Care Act. Rebecca Castronovo, center, 
said she is grateful to be receiving the health care.
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516-569-4000 ext. 286
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Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477
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free
estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

HAndymAn 
SERviCES

call dave davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (wire)
631-667-9473 (wire)
516-353-1118 (TeXT)

• Flat Tvs mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High definition Television Antennas installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable Tv Extensions  

& Computer Wiring installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

wireman/cableman

Serviced

Veterans 
10% Off

12
46
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2

1246650

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

12
48

57
0

1963

NORTH SHORE
TRANSPORTATION

516-627-6666

�  LOWEST PRICES
�  LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
�  LIRR SERVICES TO AND FROM 
    MANHASSET & PORT WASHINGTON STATIONS

 1
24

36
67

�  AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
    ALL AIRPORTS - BLACK CARS

�  MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS
�  24 HOUR COURIER 
    & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

12
48

11
5

1240395

TREE REMOVAL • LAND CLEARING • PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING • ELEVATING • STORM PREVENTION

80  FT. BUCKET TRUCK

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TREE

SERVICE
FREE

GUARANTEED BEST PRICE BECAUSE WE CARE

ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

OWNER
OPERATED

Nass. Lic. # 185081 Suff. Lic# HI65621

  WWW.WECARETREESERVICE.COM

 1
2

4
9

1
4

9

CERTIFIED ARBORIST ON STAFF

CALL CHRIS       516-216-2617

1250249

1246875

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

12
43

30
4

12
46

75
9

Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything! 

We Clean It Up & Take It Away!
REsIdEnTIAl & COmmERCIAl

516-538-1125
strongarmcontractingli.com

FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE RATES
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W hile many public policies 
often divide us as a nation, 
the protection of  Mother 
Earth unites us with a com-

mon goal as a society. As Long Islanders, 
especially Town of  Oyster Bay resi-
dents, we cherish the surrounding envi-
ronment and value the importance of  
clean air, waterways, locally grown food, 

natural resources, 
and amazing open 
space for recre-
ation.

For decades, 
New York state 
has been a global 
leader in recy-
cling and proper 
waste manage-
ment. In recent 
years, however, 
recycling markets 
in the United 
States and world-

wide have experienced volatility, leaving 
recycling operations struggling to find 
suitable markets for material and 
impacting solid waste recycling efforts. 

Glass is one of  the heaviest compo-
nents of  the municipal waste stream, 
and is extremely costly to transport and 
process. As a result, many local govern-
ments across the country began remov-
ing glass from recycling bins, instead 

putting glass back into the regular 
waste stream. In the Town of  Oyster 
Bay, we continue to collect glass curb-
side in recycling bins, but we believe 
that all towns on Long Island must part-
ner to advocate for more sustainable 
solutions to the environ-
mental challenges we face 
today.

Now is the time for Long 
Island’s 13 towns to devel-
op a regional approach to 
better recycle and/or bene-
ficially reuse glass. Togeth-
er with the Island’s largest 
towns, we have requested 
that Gov. Kathy Hochul 
and the State Legislature 
allocate $1 million in fund-
ing to be earmarked in the 
fiscal year 2025 state bud-
get for this purpose. 

That said, money isn’t the only 
answer. Due to strict Department of  
Environmental Conservation standards 
for use of  recycled glass, we asked that 
the governor direct the department to 
take a leadership role in coordinating 
such a regional initiative for Long 
Island. In September 2023, Newsday 
reported that the Glass Packaging Insti-
tute, a trade group based in Virginia, 
had expressed an interest in working 
with Long Island towns to develop an 

initiative that could speed up develop-
ment of  a centralized processing plant 
to increase recycling rates, save local 
governments tens of  millions of  dollars 
annually and protect the environment.

Chapter 742 of  the Laws of  2021 
directed the Department of  
Environmental Conserva-
tion to study alternative 
municipal uses for recy-
cled glass. Since then, the 
state has invested millions 
of  dollars in research on 
new glass production and 
reuse at the New York 
State College of  Ceramics 
at Alfred University. With 
years of  academic research 
at the Center of  Glass 
Innovation and DEC stud-
ies underway, we are hope-

ful that a regional approach for Long 
Island municipalities can be developed 
to achieve our environmental commit-
ment to reducing landfill waste and CO2 
emissions. For instance, the construc-
tion of  a ground glass pozzolan plant for 
construction concrete production and 
product commercialization in the public 
and private sectors could truly make 
Long Island a leader on climate action 
and greener region. For that reason, the 
aforementioned funding request would 
assist the state in the initial scoping, sit-

ing and design phases for such a region-
al facility.

By working collaboratively with the 
Department of  Environmental Conser-
vation and using all available resources, 
Long Island towns can save taxpayer 
money and enhance residents’ ability to 
recycle glass — an important objective 
in the effort to promote sustainability 
and deliver innovations to serve people 
everywhere. Together, we must find sus-
tainable solutions for Long Island’s 
environmental challenges today, and for 
the future.

Preserving our environment isn’t 
just a local concern, but a global respon-
sibility. It requires concerted effort, 
innovative solutions and collective 
action. With the proposed funding and 
support from state authorities, we aim 
to pioneer a model for glass recycling 
and reuse that can serve as a blueprint 
for other regions facing similar chal-
lenges. Long Island has the potential to 
lead the way in sustainable waste man-
agement practices, setting an example 
for communities worldwide. As we 
embark on this journey, let’s remember 
that every small step counts, and that, 
together, we can make a significant dif-
ference for generations to come.

Joseph Saladino is supervisor of  the 
Town of  Oyster Bay.

We need regional solutions to protect our environment

F or instance, 
finding a 

way to better 
recycle or 
beneficially 
reuse glass.

I t has arrived. Baseball’s opening 
day.

When I was a kid growing up in 
Queens, this greatly anticipated 

moment was my reassurance that all 
was well with the world. Coinciding 
with the coming of  warm spring weath-
er and the sale of  the new season’s edi-
tion of  baseball cards, it focused the 

attention of  my 
friends — wheth-
er Dodgers, Yan-
kees or Giants 
fans — first on 
the upcoming 
pennant races, 
and then on the 
World Series. 

This was the 
golden age of  
baseball in New 
York. During the 
11 seasons from 
1947 to 1957, the 
Yankees won nine 

pennants; my team, the Dodgers, six; 
and the Giants, two. In every year but 
one, there was at least one New York 
team in the World Series, and both 
teams in the fall classic were from New 
York eight times. 

As far as we were concerned, base-
ball was New York, and New York was 
baseball. There was nothing like going 
to Ebbets Field, Yankee Stadium or the 

Polo Grounds and being struck by the 
colors of  bright green grass, white 
baselines and players’ uniforms that 
were so intense compared with what we 
saw on our 12-inch black-and-white 
television screens. No other sport dur-
ing that era generated 
such attention. The foot-
ball Giants often played 
before a lot of  empty seats 
in the Polo Grounds, and 
the Knicks actually played 
NBA championship games 
in a National Guard 
Armory because the cir-
cus was using Madison 
Square Garden.

Because there was no 
grass anywhere in our 
Sunnyside neighborhood, 
we adapted with our base-
ball simulations of  stickball, curb ball, 
stoop ball and punchball or softball on 
the concrete field in the nearby city 
park. When we reached age 11, we 
formed our own team, enrolled it in the 
PAL and took the Queens 7 line train to 
Flushing Meadow, which had grass 
fields. The team’s equipment consisted 
of  two bats and a catcher’s mask. Bat-
ting helmets were nonexistent, as were 
parents, or any adults at all. We were 
on our own. And if  we lost or played 
badly, there was no one to console us.

Much had changed, of  course, by the 

time my son, Sean, started playing Lit-
tle League ball at Seaman’s Neck Park 
in Seaford in the late 1970s: There were 
Opening Day parades, grass fields, uni-
forms, umpires, adult coaches, team 
batting helmets and stands filled with 

parents, grandparents and 
neighbors. That was all 
new to me, but made for 
great memories.

I really noticed the dif-
ferences when, starting in 
2013, my grandson Jack 
began playing, first in the 
Wantagh Little League 
and then on Long Island 
travel teams, including the 
Chiefs and Titans. The 
changes that struck me 
most were the equipment 
— individual batting hel-

mets and customized bats — and the 
level of  play — 11- and 12-year-olds rou-
tinely turning double plays and catch-
ing high fly balls. What was unchanged 
was the level of  family support and 
community enthusiasm, with no Bad 
News Bears adult tantrums or boorish-
ness.

Travel team baseball was a whole 
new experience. Not just the higher 
level of  skill, but playing across Long 
Island and traveling to tournaments in 
upstate Cooperstown as well as Con-
necticut, Maryland and even South 

Carolina. At every destination, the 
Long Island kids played well and distin-
guished themselves.

Now a new baseball season is upon 
us, from Little League to the major 
leagues. Much has changed over the 
years. The Dodgers and Giants aban-
doned us for California over six 
decades ago. Major League Baseball, 
which at one time never played west of  
St. Louis, has expanded from two eight-
team leagues to 30 teams and six divi-
sions, and plays regular-season games 
in Asia and Europe. There has been a 
diffusion of  intense fan interest beyond 
baseball to the NFL, NBA and NHL. 
And there is now an overlap of  sports 
seasons, with the NBA and NHL cut-
ting into months of  the baseball sched-
ule. 

At the local level, the travel team 
phenomenon draws away from Little 
League and high school play. Still, base-
ball remains strong in New York, with 
the Mets and Yankees, and especially 
on Long Island, with our outstanding 
facilities and, most important, support-
ive families and communities. I know 
I’m still enthused and ready. 

Play ball!

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of  the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. Comments? 
pking@ liherald.com.

M y friends 
and I 

had to take the 
train to Flushing 
Meadow to play  
on grass.

OPINIONS
In spring, all eyes turn to the diamond

JOSEPH  
SALADINO

PETER  
KING



LETTERS
Why isn’t the LIRR’s work  
at Jamaica finished?
To the Editor:

Long Island Rail Road riders have to ask 
why Phase 2 of  the LIRR’s $168 million Jamai-
ca Capacity Improvements wasn’t completed 
prior to the initiation of  full-time service for 
the $11.6 billion East Side Access to Grand 
Central Madison in February 2023. 

Phase 2 is scheduled to be completed by 
December 2026. The work will raise maximum 
allowable train speeds, increase train through-
put — the number of  trains that can pass 
through a section of  line in a given time — as 
well as parallel routing capabilities, imple-
ment universal 12-car platform capacity and 
ensure a full state-of-good-repair throughout 
the Jamaica Station complex. It will include 
critical work on bridges carrying trains, and 
expansion of  the Hall Interlocking.

Prior to this, there was the $450 million 
Phase 1 of  the Jamaica Capacity Improve-
ments, for which funding was approved in 
2010, using grants from the Federal Transit 
Administration. It included capital improve-
ments in and around the station, encompass-

HERALD EDITORIAL
Have you got the fire(fighter) in you?

T hey’re good people. They’re 
strong. And they’re heroes.

That’s how people in New York 
describe volunteer firefighters, 

according to a survey conducted by the 
Firefighters Association of  the State of  
New York. And nearly half  of  all people 
who were asked said they would love to 
become one of  these strong, good 
heroes.

And now they have their chance.
Volunteer fire departments — like 

the one in your hometown — are open-
ing their doors the weekend of  April 13 
to not only remind our neighborhoods 
of  how important those fire depart-
ments are, but also to help bring more 
firefighters to the fold.

It’s called RecruitNY weekend, and 
leading up to it, the firefighters associa-
tion is asking businesses, government 
buildings and anyplace else where exte-
riors are lit to make those lights red to 
show solidarity with our firefighters.

“The lights symbolize our commit-
ment to a tradition of  community help, 
and a need for more volunteers,” 
Edward Tase Jr., president of  the asso-
ciation, said.

Nassau County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman is doing his part, lighting the 
dome red on the Theodore Roosevelt 
Executive and Legislative Building in 
Mineola in the first two weeks of  April. 
The hope is that other major landmarks 
across the region and state will light up 

red as well.
Being a volunteer fire department 

has been getting tougher. Membership 
has dropped, while calls have increased. 
And not because people don’t want to be 
firefighters — it’s just hard to make 
that commitment in our busy lives, 
amid a turbulent economy that requires 
many of  us to work more than we may 
have in the past to pay the bills.

But there are benefits beyond simply 
making a difference — and potentially 
saving lives — to being a volunteer fire-
fighter. And those are benefits worth 
considering. For example, volunteer 
firefighters get free training and free 
equipment, as well as tax breaks and 
essential insurance coverage — all pro-
vided by the Volunteer Firefighter Ben-
efits Law, first passed in 1957.

Some of  those tax breaks include 
income tax credits of  $500 to $1,000 per 
year, as well as property tax reductions 
of  up to 10 percent, assuming your local 
government has opted in. 

And, depending on what individual 
departments have set up, there could be 
pension opportunities as well, estab-
lished through the state’s Length of  
Service Award Program.

For younger people, there are schol-
arships and tuition reimbursement 
available, too.

Of  course, becoming a volunteer fire-
fighter isn’t about the financial incen-
tives, although they help. What really 

draws most people to serve is a chance 
to give back to the communities they 
love in ways they simply can’t do other-
wise.

Volunteer firefighters play a crucial 
role in protecting their homes and 
neighbors from emergencies and disas-
ters beyond simply putting out fires, 
although there is nothing simple about 
that. They are also there for medical 
emergencies and natural disasters like 
major storms, always contributing to 
public safety and well-being.

These days we see firefighters needed 
to respond to flooded basements, lithi-
um-ion battery fires, downed power 
lines and car accidents. 

Volunteers also get to fulfill a dream 
many of  us have had since the moment 
we saw a firefighter for the first time. 
We knew that’s what we wanted to be, 
too. So why not do it?

Visit your local volunteer fire depart-
ment next month. See what it’s like to 
be a firefighter, and how you can make 
a difference. And then ask where you 
can sign up. 

President George W. Bush once said 
that “the willingness of  America’s vol-
unteer firefighters to risk their lives for 
others is a testament to the spirit of  
service that pervades our nation.”

Let’s continue prove him right. Find 
out how — and where — you can volun-
teer today. Visit FireInYou.org/volun-
teer.

ing tracks, signals, third-rail power and 
interlockings,  designed to  suppor t 
increased operational capacity necessary 
for future service to Grand Central Madi-

son. When the FTA grants were approved, 
this proposed new service was many years 
away. Thirteen years was ample time to 
complete both Phase 1 and 2.
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LETTERS FRAMEWORK by Tim Baker

A scene from Baldwin Middle School’s production of ‘The Little Mermaid’ 

T he American Jewish Committee 
recently released its annual State 
of  Antisemitism in America 2023 
Report, which revealed that 63 

percent of  American Jews say the sta-
tus of  Jews in the U.S. is “less secure 
than a year ago” — a 22-percentage-
point increase in just one 
year, and a 32-point increase 
over two years.

Forty-six percent of  
American Jews say they 
have changed their behavior 
out of  fear of  antisemitism, 
a jump from 38 percent last 
year.

While these numbers are 
daunting and cause for con-
cern, several of  the key take-
aways from the report, on 
Holocaust and antisemitism 
education, are positive.

AJC’s report found that 92 
percent of  American Jews, and 89 per-
cent of  all U.S. adults in the Northeast, 
believe it is important for public schools 
to invest more resources in teaching 
age-appropriate lessons about the Holo-
caust to all students. There is also over-
whelming support among both the Jew-
ish community and the general public 
for teaching modern manifestations of  
antisemitism in public schools.

We know that schools in New York 

state offer varying degrees of  Holocaust 
education, in accordance with State 
Education Department regulations, and 
we also know that quality Holocaust 
education has been shown to reduce 
antisemitism and all forms of  hate.

Jewish students, however, should not 
be seen solely through the 
lens of  the Holocaust. We 
should incorporate the Jew-
ish community in any diver-
sity efforts, and encourage 
the celebration of  Jewish 
American Heritage Month in 
May, to promote awareness 
and appreciation of  Jewish 
contributions to American 
society.

In addition, over the past 
several years, school dis-
tricts across Long Island 
have implemented character 
education initiatives to 

address all forms of  hate and racism, 
and help students understand the conse-
quences of  actions and words on others.

It is critical that we also teach about 
the modern manifestations of  antisemi-
tism, not just the historical ones. Since 
the Oct. 7 Hamas terror attack on Israel, 
we have seen a steep increase in antise-
mitic graffiti and incidents in Long 
Island public schools. This is on top of  
an already growing problem with anti-

semitism here and nationwide.
Given that antisemitism is often not 

well understood, education is crucial in 
fostering an environment with zero tol-
erance for anti-Jewish bigotry and all 
forms of  hate. It is also critical to reas-
sure Jewish families that districts see 
them in this moment, and 
are prioritizing their chil-
dren’s safety and well-being. 
Several Jewish organiza-
tions, including AJC, offer 
training for students, teach-
ers and administrators.

In these moments of  
uncertainty and anxiety for 
American Jewry, it is also 
important to consider what 
is being reported when Israel 
is in the news more than 
usual, as has been the case 
since Oct. 7. Criticism of  
Israel is not inherently anti-
semitic. In fact, it is a feature of  its 
democracy, and Israelis do it all the 
time. But there are occasions when anti-
Israel rhetoric can become antisemitic, 
including statements that deny the Jew-
ish people’s right to self-determination.

As noted by the International Holo-
caust Remembrance Alliance’s Working 
Definition of  Antisemitism, which has 
been adopted by the AJC and major 
American Jewish organizations, Nas-

sau and Suffolk counties, New York 
state and the federal government, criti-
cism of  Israel similar to that leveled 
against any other country cannot be 
regarded as antisemitic, but, for exam-
ple, “applying double standards by 
requiring of  it a behavior not expected 

or demanded of  any other 
democratic nation” does 
cross that line.

The IHRA definition can 
be helpful in evaluating 
whether antisemitism exists 
in school settings. Establish-
ing a system to report anti-
semitism and all forms of  
hate, reviewing and publiciz-
ing key school policies, 
including social media, and 
communicating with fami-
lies when antisemitism and 
hate occur are also vital.

The more we all know 
about antisemitism, the more we can 
identify it, fight it and keep it on the 
fringe of  society. When that happens, 
not only Jews will feel more secure, we 
all will.

Eric Post is the Long Island director of  
the American Jewish Committee. Bob 
Vecchio is the executive director of  the 
Nassau-Suffolk School Boards Associa-
tion.

OPINIONS
We must understand what antisemitism is, and isn’t

ERIC  
POST

Why wasn’t Phase 2 completed 
before the service to GCM began? 
And will its completion increase over-
all rush hour capacity, including 
additional Atlantic branch Brooklyn 
service, and reduce travel time 
between Jamaica and Penn Station, 
GCM, Flatbush Avenue, Hunters 
Point or Long Island City? LIRR com-
muters, taxpayers, transit advocacy 
groups and elected officials deserve a 
detailed explanation from MTA 
Chairman Janno Lieber and Acting 
LIRR President Robert Free for why 
this work was delayed so long.

LARRY PENNER 
Great Neck

Larry Penner is a transportation advo-
cate, historian and writer who previ-
ously served as a director of  the Feder-
al Transit Administration Region 2 
New York Office of  Operations and 
Program Management.

Mistake-free Medicare? 
You’re dreaming, Jerry.
To the Editor:

Re Jerry Kremer’s recent column 
“Check your Medicare statement 
carefully”: I think Jerry is naïve to 
think Medicare will have the time 
and manpower to investigate billing 

scams, like the one he detailed involv-
ing catheters, when they are devoting 
resources to denying reimbursement 
for preventive services that are listed 
in their handbook. I will explain.

I recently had a PSA test whose 
reimbursement was denied because 
of  a billing code error. I am 77 years 
old, and per Page 49 of  the Medicare 
handbook, this is a preventive service 
to which I am entitled every 12 
months. 

I did not have this test for several 
years. I called Medicare to get the ser-
vice reimbursed, and was told I had 
to get a letter from my doctor explain-
ing the need for the service, and with 
that document to file an appeal. This 
meant the doctor had to send me a let-
ter, and I had to fill out a claim form 
and mail it to Medicare. Medicare 
now has to evaluate the appeal and 
rule on it. 

The request for an appeal for cov-
erage of  this preventive service 
couldn’t be approved with a phone 
call, even after I was transferred to 
two different people with hold times 
of  roughly 20 minutes. Everyone I 
spoke to on the phone agreed that it 
didn’t make sense, but they had no 
authority to approve the service, even 
though it’s listed in their manual as 
one that’s covered.

LEWIS ALTMAN 
Merrick

BOB  
VECCHIO
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