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VFW hall is 
reborn after 
fiery blaze
By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

A remarkable transforma-
tion has taken place at Veterans 
of  Foreign Wars Post 347 in 
Glen Cove. What was once a 
sobering series of  
scorch marks and 
exposed wood, the 
result of  a fire in 
August 2021, is now 
a  s h owc ase,  an 
immaculate wall-to-
wall white interior. 
Adorning the walls 
are pictures of  the 
f o u n d i n g  V F W 
m e m b e r s ,  w h o 
served in World 
Wars I and II. The 
grand reopening is 
scheduled to take 
place after  this 
year’s Memorial 
Day parade. 

The fire ravaged the top 
floor of  the hall, which was the 
headquarters of  Nosh, a North 
Shore Soup Kitchen program 
that was founded at the begin-
ning of  the coronavirus pan-
demic. The blaze destroyed 
Nosh’s 23 refrigerators and 
freezers, which were filled with 
food that helped feed 500 fami-
lies a week. Despite the loss, 
there were no injuries. 

Nosh, a pandemic initiative 
that provided emergency meals 
for those in need, had joined 
forces with the North Shore 
Soup Kitchen,  which has 
served area communities for 32 
ye a r s.  A s  t h e  p a n d e m i c 

stretched on and 
demand surg ed, 
Nosh moved its 
operations into the 
VFW hall, which 
had more space. 
After the fire, Nosh 
found temporary 
locations at local 
churches and res-
taurants, and then 
a  storefront  on 
Glen Street. Now 
t h e  n o n p r o f i t 
comes full circle, 
and is back at Post 
347. 

“Coming back to 
the VFW feels won-

derful,” Christine Rice, Nosh’s 
chairwoman, said. “The VFW 
was so great to us when we first 
leased the space. We’ve really 
loved being here with them. 
GLY [God Loves You] was won-
derful, and we’re so grateful for 
that space, but as we always say, 
there’s more and more families 
who need more help with food 
that we’re growing daily. So 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Remembering Bob Canavan
A leader who influenced the lives of his players
By ROKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Coaches often leave a lasting impact on their 
athletes, beyond the wins and losses. For 17-year-
old Jolie Waiksnis, a former softball player for 
the Gold Coast Pirates, one coach stood out 
among the rest: Bob Canavan. 

“He wouldn’t care if  we won or lost,” Waiks-
nis recalled. “He wouldn’t care if  he made a mis-
take. He would only care about what happened 
next, and having fun. That helped with my per-
spective of  the sport. He made me realize you 
can still have fun when you’re trying.” 

Canavan, who died on March 30 of  a blood clot 

at age 61, was revered for his unwavering sup-
port and inclusive leadership, and influenced the 
lives of  players like Waiksnis during his tenure 
as coach of  the Pirates. 

When she initially joined the team, Waiksnis 
was its youngest member, but from the moment 
she stepped onto the field at her first practice, 
Canavan made her feel like she belonged. The 
next day, Canavan was the announcer for a Glen 
Cove Little League All-Star game in which Waik-
snis was playing. When she stepped up to the 
plate for her first at-bat, Canavan introduced her 
using the nickname he had given her the day 
before, Zucc, after the hockey player Mats Zucca-

Tim Baker/Herald

Tasty treats a plenty
The 26th annual Culinary Delights offered more cuisine and drew a greater crowd than ever 
before. Organized by the Glen Cove Chamber of Commerce, the event was held on Monday at 
the Glen Cove Mansion. Trish Melek, left, and Patricia Roberts from Exclusive Designz Gota Wear 
were there to share their talents. More photos, Page 10.

W ithout 
their 

help, we’d still 
be burned down 
here.

HOWARD 
STILLWAGON
Senior vice 
commander, 
VFW Post 347

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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VFW hall transformed after devastating fire
having this extra space here again is going to be very 
beneficial for us.” 

The VFW rebuilding effort has been supported by 
the community, with fundraisers organized by U.S. 
Rep. Tom Suozzi and donations from organizations like 
the Tribute and Honor Foundation, a nonprofit found-
ed by Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews, a former city coun-
cilman, and local chef  Jeanine DiMenna. Additional 
donations came from Glen Cove residents. 

“Without their help, we’d still be burned down 
here,” Howard Stillwagon, the post’s senior vice com-
mander, said. “Our insurance company chopped us; 
they really pulled a quickie.” 

The three-year renovations of  the hall cost roughly 
$487,000. Stillwagon said that despite being insured for 
$600,000, the organization was offered only $150,000 by 
its insurance company, which claimed that the post let 
Nosh use the entire building. Stillwagon said that 
wasn’t the case, because the downstairs area is 
reserved for members. After the VFW filed suit, the 
insurance company bumped its offer up to $180,000. 

“We really appreciate everybody coming through 
for us,” Stillwagon said. “We are in debt to the great 
people of  Glen Cove.” 

Challenges remain, however. The VFW’s two schol-
arship funds, one for members and their families, and 
the other for city residents facing financial hardships, 
have been depleted due to the lack of  income over the 
past three years. A donation last week by the Tribute 
and Honor Foundation, added some funds to the schol-
arships. 

Niko Stavrianos, a senior at North Shore High 
School, in Glen Head, and vice president of  its Key 
Club and Buddy Club, has taken up the cause as part 
of  his Eagle Scout project. He is currently collecting 

gently used or new items like clothing, shoes, accesso-
ries, backpacks and bicycle helmets, for a fundraising 
event in May or June to raise money for the scholar-
ship fund, with a date and location yet to be deter-
mined. 

“I wanted to identify a problem that my community 
was faced with,” Stavrianos said. “And I thought, what 
better way than to give back to my veterans that help 
to serve all of  us?” 

Stillwagon said he was thankful for Stavrianos’ ini-
tiative, and highlighted the importance of  sharing sto-
ries and educating young people about the realities of  

war. He noted that while school curriculums may not 
adequately cover this history, simple conversations can 
shed light on the profound challenges faced by those 
who have served. Drawing parallels to his own involve-
ment in the Boy Scouts when he was young, Stillwagon 
expressed optimism about the success of  Stavrianos’ 
project, and emphasized the importance of  collective 
efforts in making a positive impact in the community. 

“When you talk to people and tell them stories, they 
realize how bad it was,” Stillwagon said. “I’m very 
proud of  him. I used to be a Boy Scout when I was 
young, so hopefully we’re going to make this work.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Peter Hayes, 
Christine Rice and 
Linda Eastman 
happily unpacking 
nonperishable 
goods at Veterans 
of Foreign Wars 
Post 347 for the 
first time in nearly 
four years.

Roksana Amid/Herald
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Learn more about our 
consultation services.
 
Call today to find out how we can help you 
create a room you’ll love.

Trying to design the 
perfect space with 
no success?
WE CAN HELP WITH 3 EASY STEPS:

Spring-Summer Refresh
  

1. Complimentary design consultation with  
    award-winning interior designer 
    Marilyn H. Rose 

2. Affordable solutions

3. We Implement + Transform your 
    indoor or outdoor spaces 
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By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

The North Shore Village Theatre is 
gearing up to transport audiences back 
in time with their upcoming production 
of  “The Marvelous Wonderettes,” a 
musical journey through the girl group 
songs of  the late 1950s and 1960s.

Directed by Christopher Moll, the 
play follows the story of  four young 
women as they perform at their senior 
prom in 1958. Set against the backdrop 
of  high school relationships and 
dreams, the play interweaves memora-
ble girl group songs of  the era with the 
characters’ personal narratives. The 
first act culminates with the crowning 
of  the prom queen, while the second act 
brings the characters back together for 
their 10-year high school reunion in 
1968, showcasing the evolution of  their 
lives and relationships over the decade.

Moll, who was drawn to the produc-
tion by a friend’s enthusiastic recom-
mendation, expressed his excitement for 
bringing this beloved show to the North 
Shore Village Theatre stage. 

“It’s a really fun show,” he said. “The 
audience always responds positively to 
it, and I thought it would be a great 
choice for our first musical production.”

According to Moll, he small cast of  
four made the production feel manage-
able. Casting primarily involved discus-
sions with familiar actors, including 
some who had previously collaborated 
with Moll on other productions. 

Among the cast are local actresses, 
including one with a professional back-
ground in touring productions of  musi-
cals such as “The Sound of  Music” and 

“Footloose.” Moll expressed his eager-
ness to involve local talent in the pro-
duction, emphasizing their connection 
to the community.

The North Shore Village Theatre is a 
local nonprofit community theater 
troupe made up of  residents from Sea 
Cliff, Glen Cove, Glen Head and Glen-
wood Landing. Founded in 2018, the 
group performs several plays and vari-
ety show throughout the year, with the 
goal of  raising enough money to open a 
full-time theater in Glen Cove.

“The Marvelous Wonderettes” will be 
performed at the Glenwood Life Center, 

the usual venue for North Shore Village 
Theatre productions. Moll encouraged 
prospective theatergoers to attend, high-
lighting the show’s nostalgic appeal.

“It’s just really light-hearted and 
fun,” Moll stated. “Audiences will recog-
nize and enjoy the familiar songs from 
the era, instantly bringing smiles to 
their faces. In today’s world, we could all 
use a little bit of  joy and nostalgia.”

With classic hits like “Respect,” “Res-
cue Me,” “Mr. Sandman,” and “Lolli-
pop” featured in the production, Moll 
believes that audiences will be trans-
ported back in time and reminded of  

fond memories associated with the 
music.

For those seeking a break from the 
complexities of  modern life, Moll said 
“The Marvelous Wonderettes” offers a 
delightful escape into a world of  time-
less music and feel-good entertainment.

The production is scheduled to run 
on April 12, 13, 19 and 20 at 7 p.m. and 
April 14 and 21 at 2 p.m. All shows will 
be held at the Glenwood Life Center, 71 
Grove Street, Glenwood Landing.

To purchase tickets visit NSVillage-
Theatre.com.

Vanessa Randazzo-Sosa, left, Jolie 
Brandstein, Morgan Misk and Abbigail 
Grace will star in ‘The Marvelous 
Wonderettes.’ 

Celebrating music from the ‘50s and ‘60s
Photos courtesy Christopher Moll 

Abbigail Grace, left, Jolie Brandstein, Vanessa Randazzo-Sosa and Morgan Misk are all local actresses.

Vanessa Randazzo-Sosa, left, Jolie Brandstein and Abbigail Grace and the rest of the 
North Shore Village Theatre are excited to bring ‘The Marvelous Wonderettes’ to the 
stage in Glenwood Landing.



A community icon who was always ‘egoless’
rello, when they first met. In that 
moment, she felt truly special. 

“I don’t know if  I would still be play-
ing if  I never had him as a coach,” 
Waiksnis said. “He made our team a 
family.” 

Originally from Sea Cliff, 
Canavan, lived in Glen Cove 
for 26 years. Known for his 
warm smile and eagerness 
to help others, he leaves a 
legacy of  kindness, generos-
ity and vibrant connections 
with those he encountered. 

“He liked people so much, 
and he was so happy and 
outgoing and friendly,” his 
father, Thomas Canavan, 
said. “He always had a smile 
on his face, and he was 
always willing to help if  he 
saw somebody struggling 
with something. He would 
pitch right in. He would just 
go out of  his way to help 
people.” 

Canavan’s altruism extended to regu-
lar blood donations: He made a total of  
180 over the years.

“He’s the kind of  person that would 
be donating blood and getting to know 
the nurse,” his sister, Teresa Sullivan, 
said. “He would get to know the person 
next to him, and that’s the thing about 

him, like, he just thrives in community 
spaces.” 

Beyond his love for literature and his 
stint as a bartender in Sea Cliff, Cana-
van found joy in photography, often cap-
turing the beauty of  nature on his 
walks. He eventually became business 

partners with Tony Gallego, 
of  Gil Associates photogra-
phy in Glen Cove, for 20 
years. Canavan evolved into 
more than a partner to Gal-
lego, an indispensable part 
of  his professional life 
whom Gallego described as 
his “left-hand man.” 

The pair were as close as 
two colleagues could be. Gal-
lego recalls moments during 
weddings when he focused 
on taking traditional photos, 
while Canavan looked for 
unconventional angles. Gal-
lego admired Canavan’s 
unique vision, and appreci-
ated his innate sense of  
beauty and composition. 

“I considered him my springboard 
for advice. He added another dimension 
to my work,” Gallego said. “He was ego-
less. He wasn’t the person who worked 
for the applause or the approval of  any-
body else. He was pure in that sense — 
art for art’s sake — and he really didn’t 
care if  you liked it or didn’t like it. He 

enjoyed it. He enjoyed his photography. 
And he did it just for the love of  it.” 

Canavan’s commitment to the com-
munity extended to his role as commo-
dore of  the Hampstead Harbor Club, 
where he earned praise for his excep-
tional leadership. Pete Budraitis Jr., the 
club’s general manager, said that Cana-
van wasn’t just a boss to him; he was 
also a close friend who was always will-
ing to lend a helping hand, even at the 
most inconvenient times.

“After learning of  Bob’s passing, I 
was heartbroken,” Budraitis said. “My 
first thought was, ‘It’s not going to be 
the same without him. I don’t want to do 
this anymore.’ But it has since occurred 
to me to that Bob would have said, ‘What 
are you, nuts?’” 

Budraitis knew he could count on 
Canavan to help with any last-minute 
tasks. “I could call him up 8 p.m. on a 
Thursday night and say, ‘Hey Bob, I hate 
to do this to you, but I’m short on my 
hauling crew tomorrow, 6 a.m. start.’ He 
would sigh and say, ‘If  you need me, I’ll 
be there,’ and he would be, with coffee 
in hand and cracking jokes the whole 
time. I’ll admit I called him a few times 
just because I knew it would be more 
fun if  he was there.”

Budraitis said that honoring Cana-
van’s memory means emulating his 
spirit of  kindness and integrity in all 
aspects of  life. 

“I think we all owe it to Bob to take a 
piece of  his spirit with us, and simply 
do the right thing for the right reason,” 
Budraitis said. “He was one of  the many 
reasons I love doing this job.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Teresa Sullivan

Bob Canavan was a commodore at the 
Hempstead Harbor Club, a softball coach 
and a well-known photographer in Glen 
Cove.

CRIME WATCH
ARRESTS

  A 40-year-old undomiciled woman was 
arrested on April 13 for possession of  
an open alcoholic beverage container 
on Glen Street.

  A 39-year-old undomiciled man was 
arrested on April 13 for possession of  
an open alcoholic beverage container 
and an open Glen Cove warrant on 
Glen Cove Avenue. 

  A 21-year-old Hempstead man was ar-

rested on April 10 for criminal mis-
chief  on Austral Avenue.

  A 41-year-old Glen Cove woman was 
arrested on April 9 for driving while 
intoxicated and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated on Glen Street.

  A 33-year-old Brentwood man was 
arrested on April 7 for aggravated 
unlicensed operation, operating a 
motor vehicle without an inspection 
certificate and equipment violation on 
Pratt Blvd.

People named in Crime Watch items as having been arrested and charged with violations or crimes are 
only suspected of committing those acts of which they are accused. They are all presumed to be innocent 
of those charges until and unless found guilty in a court of law. 

H e was 
egoless 

— he wasn’t 
the person who 
worked for the 
applause or 
the approval of 
anybody else.

TONY GALLEGO
Glen Cove 
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Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 x117 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

Spousal refusal is a legally valid Medicaid 
planning option in New York. By way of 
background, certain income and assets are 
exempt from Medicaid if there is a spouse. 
Generally, the spouse at home, known as the 
“community spouse” may keep about $3,850 per 
month of the couple’s combined income and up to 
about $150,000 of the assets or “resources”. Not 
included in those figures are any other exempt 
assets, such as a home (up to about $1,000,000 of 
the equity only) and one automobile. The spouse 
who is being cared for in a facility is known as the 
“institutionalized spouse”. 

Many a spouse has advised us that they simply 
cannot afford to live on the allowances that 
Medicaid provides. This is where spousal refusal 
comes in. We start by shifting excess assets 
into the name of the “community spouse”. He 
or she then signs a document which the elder 
law attorney prepares and files with the county 
indicating that they refuse to contribute their 
income and assets to the care of the ill spouse 
since they need those income and assets for their 
own care and well-being. Note that you may not 
refuse your spouse’s own income over the $3,850 
per month exemption as it is not coming to you. 

Once the “community spouse” invokes their 
right to refuse, and all of the other myriad 
requirements of the Medicaid application are 
met, the state Medicaid program must pay for the 
care of the institutionalized spouse. 

After Medicaid has been granted, the county 
may institute a lawsuit seeking to recover the cost 
of care from the refusing spouse. Nevertheless, 
there are a few reasons why spousal refusal 
makes sense, even in light of this risk. First, 
in many instances, the county never invokes 
this right. Secondly, these lawsuits are often 
settled for significantly less than the cost of care 
provided. Thirdly, the payment to the county 
can sometimes be deferred until the community 
spouse dies. As one county attorney told us when 
agreeing to such an arrangement, “the county is 
going to be around for a long time”. Finally, even 
though the county may seek recovery, it is only 
for the Medicaid reimbursement rate and not the 
private pay rate. For example, if the private pay 
rate is $18,000 per month, which is what you 
would have to pay, the amount Medicaid has 
to pay is generally a quarter to a third less. The 
county may only pursue you for the amount they 
actually paid.

Spousal Refusal - Just Say No

12
54

63
0

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBlIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 one-time payment within Nassau County or $60 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2024 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

HERALD
_________________ Glen Cove  ________________



Effort to stop mayhem created by squatters 
By LAURA LANE

llane@liherald.com

Nadia Vitel, 52, was found dead in her 
late mother’s Manhattan apartment on 
March 14.  Allegedly two squatters beat 
her to death, and then stuffed 
her into a suitcase. 

According to Assembly-
man Jake Blumencranz, 
squatters are not only preva-
lent in the five boroughs of  
New York City, they are also 
causing problems on Long 
Island. 

“There are many  cases of  
squatters wreaking havoc on 
families all over Long Island, 
in Patchogue, Jericho, cases 
that are not sensationalized 
in the news, so people contin-
ue to suffer in silence,” Blu-
mencranz said. “Some have 
reached out to me.”

The Republican, who rep-
resents parts of  the North 
Shore, introduced a bill in 
May 2023 to put a stop to the 
mayhem squatters are creat-
ing. 

“The numerous squatting cases and 
tragedies that have since occurred have 
only reaffirmed my commitment to get-
ting my Property Protection Act passed,” 
he said. “There have been numerous inci-
dents.”

Vitel’s murder led Blumencranz to hold 
a news conference on March 27 to shed 
light on the urgency for passage of  his bill. 

Squatters gain homeowner rights after 
living in a residence after 30 days, forcing 
the property owner to go through lengthy 

court processes for eviction, 
that can take as long as two 
years. 

“The fact that someone 
can break onto your house 
and have full legal protection 
after 30 days is completely 
wrong and un-American,” he 
said. “Long Islanders and all 
New Yorkers should not have 
to live in fear of  people trying 
to game the system and take 
away their hard-earned prop-
erty and their American 
dream.”

Blumencranz’s bill would 
close the loophole in the law 
by clarifying the definition of  
“tenant,” which would 
exclude squatters. Police 
would be able to remove and 
arrest squatters charging 
them with criminal trespass 

if  they do not have a notarized lease, title 
or other documents proving they are ten-
ants. Under current law, there is little 
police and judges can do.

State Senator Patricia Canzoneri-Fitz-
patrick proposed a similar bill on March 
25. The  Republican, who represents Long 

Beach, Garden City, New Hyde Park, and 
the Five Towns, said squatters have been a 
serious problem for a long time. 

“Squatters are like a theft of  property. 
Property owners are not getting rent and 
now they have to pay a lawyer to get these 
people out,”  Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick said. 
“And people don’t want to buy real estate 
anymore because how do they buy real 
estate to rent knowing that at any time 
somone could move in and be given legal 
rights and not have to pay for it.” 

And squatters are becoming embold-
ened, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick added. 

“You see on TikTok there are ‘How to 
squat’ videos encouraging others how to 
take advantage of  this loophole,” she said. 
“The world is upside down that we’re not 
favoring the landowner and we’re favoring 
a person who is a criminal. If  you steal 
someone’s credit card and you get caught 
you don’t get to continue to use the credit 
card.”

And the law favoring squatters encour-
ages people who could pay their rent not 
to do so, she added. Because they know 
they can’t be forced to leave. 

Blumencranz’s bill has received support 
from both sides of  the aisle. Assemblywom-
an Jaime Williams, a Democrat, represent-
ing the south-eastern part of  Brooklyn, a 
suburban area, is supporting the Property 
Protection Act because she said squatters 
are a big issue in her district. 

“In this one block radius there are a 
group of  about 12 individuals that were 

house hopping, and it took the police 
department almost two years to get them 
out of  that house where they stayed,” she 
said. “The person who owned the house 
lived in New Jersey, and it made it easier 
for the squatters to live there and claim 
squatters rights, but they sold drugs there 
and there was prostitution. When Jake 
came up with this bill, it was just organic 
for me to sign on to it because we here 
experienced this, and it has to come to an 
end.”

Williams doesn’t believe squatters is a 
Republican issue, as some of  her col-
leagues have suggested. It is instead a 
national problem, she said.

Courtesy Jake Blumencranz

Assemblyman Jake Blumencranz has 
crafted a bill to change a law that 
benefits squatters. 

T he world 
is upside 

down that we’re 
not favoring the 
landowner and 
we’re favoring a 
person who is a 
criminal.

PATRICIA 
CANZONERI-
FITZPATRICK
New York 
state senator
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By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

In a significant development for the 
local tourism industry, RRDA, a Glen 
Head-based marketing agency, has been 
awarded the Nassau County Tourism 
contract by the county government. 

The announcement comes after a rig-
orous selection process, marking a pivot-
al moment for RRDA and the promotion 

of  Nassau Coun-
ty as a premier 
tourist destina-
tion.

M a n a g i n g 
d i r e c t o r  a n d 
owner of  RRDA, 
Jaime Holland-
er, named the 
company after 
her daughters’ 
initials, Ryan, 
Rose, Drew and 
A n n a b e l l e . 
Founded in 2012 
and of ficially 
incorporated as 
RRDA in 2019, 
Hollander said 
the agency has 
steadily grown 
from a one-per-
son operation to 

a dynamic team of  professionals. 
She emphasized the importance to 

have as many women and Long Island 
locals working in the company as possi-
ble, although some employees do work 
remotely from Connecticut or the city. As 
a women-owned and operated business, 
RRDA holds WeBank MWBE certifica-
tion and boasts a diverse team with roots 
in media and publishing.

“One of  the things that’s been so 
amazing is we’ve had such great support 
from the community,” said Hollander. 
“We’ve had so much outreach from local 
businesses, bids, government. It’s been 
awesome.”

In April of  2023, the RRDA team sub-
mitted their Request for Proposal to the 
county, throwing their hat in the ring to 
replace Discover Long Island as the 
county’s tourism agency. Hollander 
recalled how she and her team had never 
expected to be awarded the RFP, but were 
elated when they got the news, the day 
after Christmas. 

“I wish I could bottle that feeling,” 

Hollander said. “We thought to our-
selves, ‘We were probably a long shot, 
we’re small potatoes,’ and when we got it 
it was just crazy.”

Hollander said she thinks that RRDA’s 
proposal stood out for its focus on per-
sonalized experiences tailored to differ-
ent visitor personas. Rather than a one-
size-fits-all approach, the agency aims to 
highlight Nassau County’s diverse 
attractions, from pristine beaches to rich 
cultural offerings and everything in 
between. By aligning interests with 
activities, RRDA seeks to entice tourists 
with unique experiences that resonate 
with their preferences.

“I think the biggest difference is that 
while they’re focusing on Long Island as 
a region, we’re just focusing on Nassau 
County,” explained Hollander. “So we’re 
kind of  more enticing people to come 
have these really unique experiences, 
versus just kind of  a blanket ‘Come 
explore.’”

With Nassau County celebrating its 
125th anniversary this year and hosting 
events like the Cricket World Cup, Hol-
lander said that RRDA is looking for-
ward to working with the county at such 
a pivotal moment in its history. Holland-
er added  that the county has been very 
helpful and supportive, and that she and 
her team were looking forward to con-
tinuing to work with them. 

T h e  a g e n cy ’s  c o m p r e h e n s ive 
approach encompasses not only popular 
tourist spots but also lesser-known gems, 
ensuring a holistic representation of  
Nassau County’s offerings. While Hol-
lander said that her team certainly 
draws from their own life experiences on 
Long Island, it is important to them that 
they include the voices of  residents, 
businesses, and local organizations to 
better highlight the different and won-
derful aspects of  their various communi-
ties.

“Obviously with a lot of  us living 

here, we wanted to show people our Nas-
sau County, but at the same time we 
joked we don’t want to be a focus group 
of  one,” said Hollander. “We’re doing a 
lot of  persona research at the moment, 
both for locals and for high value tourists 
coming to the area, to see what’s attrac-
tive to them.”

As RRDA prepares to roll out its tour-
ism campaign, collaboration remains a 
cornerstone of  its strategy. The agency 
welcomes input and participation from 
local businesses eager to showcase their 
offerings on the new Nassau County tour-
ism website, slated for launch in May.

Anyone interested in reaching out to 
RRDA can email Hollander directly at 
jaime@rrdali.com

“We want to make sure that all the 
businesses have an opportunity to really 
shine and share what makes them a part 
of  the community,” emphasized Holland-
er. “What a dream project, to get to pro-
mote where you live.”

RRDA becomes county’s tourism agency

Herald file photo

RRDA hopes to highlight aspects of Nassau County’s culture, history and businesses, such as historic Sagamore Hill, to 
encourage tourism.

One of the 
things 

that’s been 
so amazing is 
we’ve had such 
great support 
from the 
community. It’s 
been awesome.

JAIME HOLLANDER
Managing director, 
RRDA
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

To commemorate the anniversary of  
the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust 
Tolerance and Memorial Center of  Nas-
sau County hosted a book presentation 
by Adrienne Alexanian to discuss her 
father’s memoir, “Forced into Geno-
cide.” 

Alexanian’s exploration into her 
father’s past revealed a treasure trove 
of  hidden history. After Yervant Alexa-
nian’s passing in 1983, Adrienne delved 
into his belongings and unearthed a 
handwritten manuscript detailing his 
harrowing experiences during the 
Armenian Genocide, where he tragical-
ly lost 51 immediate family members. 

The Armenian Genocide was a sys-
tematic campaign of  extermination car-
ried out by the Ottoman Empire against 
its Armenian population during World 
War I. Beginning in 1915, Armenians 
were subjected to mass deportation, 
forced marches, and massacres, result-
ing in the deaths of  an estimated 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians. The genocide was 
marked by widespread atrocities, 
including torture, starvation and mass 
killings. Despite ongoing denial by the 
Turkish government, the Armenian 
Genocide is widely recognized as one of  
the first modern genocides.

But for Glen Cove residents like 

Lynn Jamie, also a descendent of  
Armenian genocide survivors, her fam-
ily history comes in fractured anec-
dotes from relatives. Her mother, Alice 
Boghosian, seldom spoke of  the hor-
rors she endured as a captive, often 
breaking down in tears when she 
attempted to share her 
experiences. Boghosian, 
was one of  nine siblings, 
of  whom only she and two 
sisters, along with their 
m o t h e r,  m a n a g e d  t o 
escape the march across 
the Syrian desert. 

In 1916, the then 9-year-
old Boghosian and her 
family eventually arrived 
in America through Ellis 
Island, where they faced 
challenges trying to enter 
the United States due to 
an illness Boghosian con-
tracted, which caused her to lose one of  
her eyes in the orphanage. Authorities 
wanted to ensure that her illness 
wasn’t contagious. Despite these hard-
ships, she pursued higher education, 
becoming a dental hygienist and work-
ing diligently to provide for her family.

“My mother never spoke of  the hor-
rors, and when she did, she couldn’t 
even get more than two words out with-
out weeping,” Jamie said.  “And I never 
got her history.”

Jamie added her strength in life 
comes from her mother, because despite 
the   hardships she endured, her moth-
er still pursued higher education to 
become a dental hygienist and worked 
hard to raise a family. 

“To have that some of  that writing 
that’s incredible,” Jamie 
said after the event. “I 
have nothing in writing, 
and Adrian is very fortu-
nate to know all of  her 
history.” 

Years of  dedication 
culminated in the publi-
cation of  the book. This 
edition, painstakingly 
translated from Yervant’s 
original Armenian chron-
icle, shows previously 
unseen documents and 
photos meticulously pre-
served by the author.

“My father always wanted his story 
to be told to promote Armenian Geno-
cide recognition, but since he was a 
prolific writer on the subject for the 
Armenian newspapers, I thought he 
had already achieved his because he 
never told my mother or me that he had 
written his own memoir,” Alexanian 
said. “Interestingly, I also found a letter 
from MGM Studios in response to a let-
ter my father had written, rejecting his 
offer to write a screenplay about his 

experiences as a survivor of  the Arme-
nian Genocide.”

What sets Alexanian’s account apart 
is his ability to not only document the 
brutality of  the genocide but also to 
of fer a unique behind-the-scenes 
glimpse into the motivations and 
actions of  the Turkish military offi-
cials responsible for the atrocities. His 
narrative provides a nuanced under-
standing of  the dynamics at play dur-
ing this dark chapter, shedding light on 
both the cruelty of  the perpetrators 
and the unexpected moments of  
humanity that occasionally emerged 
amidst the chaos.

“An aspect of  the genocide that real-
ly hasn’t been brought to light that of  
Armenian soldiers conscripted into the 
Ottoman Turkish army during the 
Armenian Genocide,” Alexanian’s said. 
“The popular belief  was that everybody 
was killed, all the conscripted soldiers 
were killed. But my father’s memoir 
dispels that belief.”

There are no other books in Arme-
nian literature on this aspect of  the 
genocide, making her father’s memoir 
essential for historians. Through 
“Forced into Genocide,” Alexanian not 
only honors her father’s memory, but 
also ensures that the voices of  the past 
resonate with future generations, 
inspiring remembrance, recognition, 
and resilience in the face of  adversity.

When a memoir helps to preserve history

ADRIENNE ALEXANIAN
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By KEPHERD DANIEL
kdaniel@liherald.com

“Firefighting is all about passion,” 
said Oyster Bay town supervisor Joe Sal-
adino. “Do you have a fire in you?”

That’s the question being asked across 
Nassau County by the 69 volunteer fire 
departments that protect them. It’s all 
part of  a renewed push from the Fire-
fighters Association of  the State of  New 
York in its annual RecruitNY campaign 
to find more volunteer firefighters and 
EMTs.

To help support those efforts, County 
Executive Bruce Blakeman declared last 
week as a volunteer firefighter and ambu-
lance worker recruitment week. That 
includes the launch of  a new website, 
NassausBravest.com, providing informa-
tion on volunteering in the county.

“Exactly 30 years ago in 1994, there 
were 10,000 firefighters here on Long 
Island. There are now 6.000, so we’ve got a 
lot of  work to do,” Blakeman said. “It’s 
not just community service. That’s 
important, and it’s very rewarding to give 
back to your community, but it’s about 
the camaraderie between firefighters and 
EMT’s.”

Steve Klein knows exactly how 
rewarding it is. He joined the Oceanside 
Fire Department when he was 18, just a 
couple years after his father died from a 
heart attack. Now 77, Klein has decades 
of  volunteer service under his belt, and is 
even the former president of  state fire-

fighters association. 
Still, Klein will never forget how it 

was volunteer firefighters who responded 
to his father’s medical emergency. And it 
proves how important these types of  ser-
vices are. That’s why his statewide agen-
cy worked so hard to adopt more univer-
sal firefighting training methods.

“Anything we want to do, it’s going to 
cost money,” Klein said. “But the offshoot 
of  that is that the volunteer fire service 
in the state of  New York saves the taxpay-
ers approximately $3.5 billion in taxes 
every year. We need to have trained peo-
ple available to respond to emergencies.”

Much of  that money is saved in sala-

ries, which volunteers obviously do not 
collect. Departments also look to fund-
raise as ways to avoid tax levies needed 
for purchasing, maintaining and operat-
ing firefighting equipment. 

But there are benefits to volunteering 
beyond just doing the right thing. Volun-
teers get free training and equipment, as 
well as tax breaks and insurance cover-
age. All of  that is provided by the Volun-
teer Firefighter Benefits Law, first passed 
in 1957.

Those tax breaks could include 
income tax credits of  $500 to $1,000 per 
year, as well as property tax reductions 
of  up to 10 percent — assuming local gov-

ernments have opted in.
There also are possibilities to earn a 

pension, as well as tuition reimburse-
ment and scholarships.

Eugene Perry first joined the 
Patchogue Fire Department in 1979, 
thanks to his father — even those he was 
never a firefighter himself.

“My uncles were both in the fire ser-
vice, but my father … took me to one of  
the tournament drills they had in 
Patchogue, and it was something that 
piqued my interest and got me to come in 
the door,” Perry said. “I learned quickly 
after that, that that’s not the whole aspect 
of  the volunteer fire service.”

Perry has been an administrative offi-
cer for many years and is involved in 
fundraising efforts for the fire depart-
ment and companies and is hoping to 
help even more through efforts at the 
state level, encouraging, even more, to 
receive benefits from the fire service in 
more ways than one.

“I’m still an active interior firefight-
er,” Perry said. “It’s still the rush of  
being in a firehouse and getting on a fire 
truck and going to a fire trying to help 
somebody.”

And that’s a big reason why there is so 
much longevity in this line of  work, 
Blakeman said.

“You have a built-in family when you 
join a firefighting service,” the county 
executive said. “You have friends that 
share a love of  protecting the communi-
ty.”

Fire departments rally to recruit new volunteers

Kepherd Daniel/Herald

Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman was joined by firefighters in Plainview to 
share how important these volunteer departments are — and why solid recruitment 
this month is vital, for residents of all ages.
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GLEN COVE, NY

28 Miller Street 
$689,000 • 4 Bed • 2 Bath

Mishelle Berger Calo is a licensed real estate broker affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate 
broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to 
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended 
to solicit property already listed. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not 
reflect actual property conditions.

Hot off the Press!! Exceptional Value in this Gracious and  
Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Home.
State of the Art EIK, Dining Area, Large Living Room, Radiant Heated floors, 
HW Floors, Garage, Basement, Deck, Patio & Yard

Call my “Sell” phone for your private inspection 516.398.3984

Mishelle Berger Calo
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
mishelle.bergercalo@compass.com
M: 516.398.3984 | O: 516.500.8271
41 The Plaza, Locust Valley, NY 11560
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By JOSEPH D’ALESSANDRO
jdalessandro@liherald.com

Jose Lopez has stepped in as the new acting com-
missioner for Nassau County’s social services depart-
ment, filling the absence left by Nancy Nunziata.

“I’m excited about the opportunity to serve, to 
work with the county executive,” Lopez said. “To 
work with all the employees at the DSS. And to build a 
team that has a sense of  morale, and more important-
ly, a sense of  trust that the administration under-
stands that what they do is vital to everyone that we 
serve.”

Lopez has spent the last three years as the county’s 
labor relations director, settling more than 8,000 bar-
gaining agreements with Nassau County employees. 
He also guided more than 40 county departments in 
their negotiations with unions, and even served a 
member of  the county’s health care committee.

At DSS, Lopez is now responsible for a department 
focused on supporting local families with day care, 
housing and homelessness prevention. He also will 
oversee the county’s management of  the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program, known as SNAP, 
that assists low-income, disabled or senior citizen res-
idents with needed financial support to purchase food.

“The role is to make sure that we serve the constit-
uency of  Nassau County, and to provide services that 
are very much needed,” Lopez said. “At the same time, 
you provide an opportunity for those working with 
the county to do their best.” 

Lopez also will lead Child Protective Services, child 
support enforcement, and accommodating the Aban-
doned Infant Protection Act, which provides a safe 
way for those with unwanted infants to part with 
them. It’s with CPS Lopez would like to add more peo-

ple, including more than a dozen former cops to help 
manage the department’s ever-growing workload. 

These new hires will assist caseworkers after 
undergoing a six-week training period — largely call-
ing upon prior experience as first responders, accord-
ing to reports. 

CPS is responsible for investigating neglect and all 
kinds of  child abuse. The service employs casework-

ers and court liaisons. Child victims are brought to 
Nassau’s Child Advocacy Center, where they share 
information and receive various support services 
from the Coalition Against Child Abuse and Neglect. 

“Jose Lopez has demonstrated through his many 
assignments in government that he has the intellect 
experience and work ethic to take on important chal-
lenges,” County Executive Bruce Blakeman said, in a 
statement. “Protecting our neighbors in their time of  
vulnerability is of  paramount importance to me as 
county executive.” 

Nunziata, appointed in 2019 by then-county execu-
tive Laura Curran, abruptly resigned last month, 
according to reports, after she says she was asked to 
fire someone in her office from an official in the coun-
ty executive’s office. Nunsiata left over a disagree-
ment over policy with the county executive. 

Blakeman had no knowledge of  the request, 
according to Boyle, who told a news outlet the employ-
ee in question was later transferred to a different 
department. The county executive also said he 
received no communication from Nunziata about why 
she stepped down.

Lopez’s experience includes a decade as the human 
resources director for the Western Beef  supermarket 
chain, where he oversaw more than 2,000 employees 
across 22 stores and three warehouses.

He’s also a former deputy commissioner of  Nassau 
County Parks, Recreation and Museums, and also 
oversaw key functions of  Eisenhower Park Aquatic 
Center, including staffing and event planning. 

Lopez intends to reduce the amount of  staff  train-
ing occurring upstate, preferring to train them within 
Nassau instead. He also intends to broaden the servic-
es the department provides, although he has yet to 
share details.

Lopez takes over county’s social services

Courtesy Nassau County

Jose Lopez is the new acting commissioner for the 
Nassau County’s social services department.
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1-516-717-4717
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 

benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 

convenient refreshing shower while seated or 

standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 

FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable
shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all
included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Back by Popular Demand! 

 FREE SHOWER PACKAGE!

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS 15% OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 516-717-4717

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub pur-

chase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash 
value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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Presented By

This is a FREE Conference for Caregivers
Healthcare Professionals & Social Workers Welcome

Register to attend and earn 2 hours of CEU credit for $50.00

Thank You to our Conference SponsorsThank You to our Conference Sponsors

Melissa Negrin-Wiener, Esq., Senior Partner, Cona Elder Law

Arlene Markarian, Safe Observant Seniors Program Coordinator &
Nassau County Elder Abuse Enhanced Multidisciplinary Team
Coordinator, Family & Children’s Association

Financing Care: Protecting Assets and Keeping Open Your Senior
Living Options

Panel Discussion Moderated by Jennifer B. Cona, Esq. Managing Partner,
Cona Elder Law 

Stuart B. Almer, President and CEO, Gurwin Healthcare System
Laura LaFauci, LI Director of Community Outreach, Amber Court
Communities
Megan Shergill, Vice President of CDPAP Services, Community Care
Julie Wexler, MPA, Director of Business Development, The Bristal Assisted
Living 
Kerri Winans Kaley, Director of Business Development, Encore Luxury Living

Social Senior Living: Why Aging-in-Place is Not Always Best

“The Loneliness Epidemic” 
Program Agenda

Featuring senior service and elder
care resources on topics such as
home care, assisted living, reverse
mortgages, long-term care
insurance, caregiver support and
resources, and more.

Exhibitor Expo

The Loneliness Epidemic: 
Tackling Isolation, Care Needs & Finances In Senior Living

2024 Annual Caregiver Conference

Wednesday, May 8th, 2024, 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm 
Hilton Long Island / Huntington
598 Broad Hollow Road, Melville

Food & Beverages will be served

Presentation of Caregiver of the Year Award

Book Signing With

Ron E. Roel, Author
CareGiving Navigator

Become a Conference Exhibitor

Six foot display table with seating for
two representatives; admission to
conference and reception. 

1254766
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10 Culinary Delights celebrate 26 years
Culinary Delights, organized by the Glen Cove Chamber 

of  Commerce, celebrated its 26th year with resounding suc-
cess, drawing over 650 attendees and boasting participation 
from 70 restaurateurs, participants, and vendors. Under 
the elegant ambiance of  Glen Cove Mansion, the April 15 
event showcased the finest culinary offerings of  the North 
Shore, attracting attendees not only from Glen Cove, but 
also from neighboring communities in mid-Nassau and 
Suffolk counties. 

With the support of  29 sponsors, Cliff  Krauter, director 
of  business development for the chamber, said the evening 
was hailed as one of, if  not the largest and most successful 
event in the chamber’s history, offering a platform for 
attendees to sample delectable treats from local restau-
rants, bakeries and businesses. Attendees relished the 
opportunity to reconnect with old acquaintances and forge 
connections with new businesses, making Culinary 
Delights a memorable and enriching experience.

–Roksana Amid

Tim Baker/Herald photos

Joseph Albert and Cathie Biano, from Sunrise Senior Living, prepared savory watermelon for guests to enjoy 
while telling them about the assisted living center.

Patricia Oliver, a Bayville resident, won the raffle basket with 
lottery tickets.

Jeanine and Fred DiMenna, from Jeanine’s American 
Bistro, haven’t  missed a  Culinary Delights event 
since it began 26 years ago. The DiMenna’s 
anticipate the opening of their new restaurant in May.

Matt Bomm spoke to attendees about the variety of foods 
served at North Shore Farms, a Glen Cove grocery store.

Tanya and Rowen Potter helped serve scrumptious 
meals from Sea Cliff’s new restaurant, Fosters. 
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STEPPING OUT

Mike DelGuidice
Mike DelGuidice, one of Long 
Island’s most celebrated singer/
songwriters continues his ‘residency’ 
at the Paramount. Mike DelGuidice 
and his band always give it their all, 
especially when playing the iconic 
Billy Joel songs. DelGuidice leads 
his band in a rousing concert that 
highlights the ‘Piano Man’s’ decades 
of hits. Like his idol, DelGuidice 
has become one of the area’s most 
celebrated performers, balancing 
his schedule between doing his 
own thing and touring with Joel 
all over the world. DelGuidice, 
as with Joel, grew up mastering 
several instruments, including bass 
guitar, guitar, piano and drums. 
He’s renowned for his encyclopedic 
knowledge of the Joel catalog, 
which caught the attention of Joel 
himself, who ultimately brought 
him on stage with him. DelGuidice 
and his band pack hit after chart-
topping hit, along with his own 
tunes in a high-energy show that’s 
always a crowd pleaser. 

Friday and Saturday, April 19-20, 
8 p.m. $60, $40, $25, $20. The 
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., 
Huntington. (800) 745-3000. 
Ticketmaster.com or ParamountNY.
com.

Melissa Errico
Melissa Errico appears on the 
Landmark stage with pianist-
arranger Billy Stritch for her new 
show ‘The Life and Loves of a 
Broadway Baby.’ Errico sets her 
own life to the Broadway songs 
that she has sung and owned in 
this theatrical tour de force. She 
presents both a sensational set 
of beloved standards and a series 
of witty and sometimes wicked 
stories about an ingenue’s life 
passed on the Great White Way. 
Its sexy, sublime study of American 
songs — ranging from Cole Porter 
to Harold Arlen, Lerner & Loewe to 
Taylor Swift, with a substantial peek 
at Melissa’s new Sondheim album, 
‘Sondheim in the City’ — with 
songs like ‘Everybody Says Don’t,’ 
‘Take Me to the World,’ and ‘Being 
Alive.’ A woman of stage, screen 
and song, Errico has been acclaimed 
as ‘the Maria Callas of American 
musical theatre’ by Opera News, 
referencing both her silken voice 
and dramatic, expressive intensity. 

Friday, April 19, 8 p.m. $63, $53, 
$43. Jeanne Rimsky Theater at 
Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main 
St., Port Washington. (516) 767-
6444 or LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

By Danielle Schwab

Vegetables, fruits, 
and honey, oh my! 
 With the growing season now upon us, Crossroads Farm at 
Grossmann’s is ready to welcome visitors again. The historic 5.5-acre site 
hosts its annual season-opening event, next Saturday, April 27. It’s a day 
to enjoy being outdoors, and partake of family-friendly activities, delicious 
eats, farm-fresh items to purchase, and, naturally, a wealth of information 
on planting.
 Crossroads Farms at Grossmann’s has a long tradition that’s been 
shared by generations of folks from throughout Nassau County and 
beyond. Since 1895, it’s been a go-to for produce, plants and related 
agricultural products. Owned and cultivated for more than 100 years by 
the Grossmann family, it was purchased by Nassau County through the 
Nassau Land Trust to preserve the acreage as an open farm space. It’s one 
of the closest farms to New York City.
 “One of the big things for the Grossmann family was that Long 
Island Rail Road runs directly through the back of the farm,” Crossroads 
operations manager Michael D’Angelo says. “Back in the early 1900s, 
that was huge. Instead of having to use a horse and cart to go to 
Manhattan to sell their produce, they were able to load up onto the train 
that would then go right into the city.”
 With more than 75 products offered, the farm produces diverse and 

beloved selection of organic produce for its loyal patrons. This 
includes best sellers like tomatoes and greens, along with 

turmeric, and even loofas — among the many items 
you’ll fi nd here.
 Crossroads also showcases its crops at the Long 
Island Fair. Its tradition of excellence is evident with 
strong fi nishes in the agricultural competition.
  “We put in like 50 entries last year, and 90 
percent of our crops placed fi rst, second or 
third,” adds Peter Notarnicola, Crossroads’ fi eld 

manager.
 This year, Crossroads is doubling its 

production by planting on twice as 
much of its land. Anything that can’t 
be grown or produced in-house is 
obtained through a barter system 
with other farms and sold at the 
farm store.
 Another popular product is 
the result of a collaboration with 
millions of special farm workers 
— worker bees that is. Their 
buzzy effort supplies the farm 
with rich tasty honey. 
 “We got about a million 
ladies that work on the 
farm, and they’re the bees,” 
D’Angelo jokes.
 D’Angelo and Notarnicola 
are always on the go, planning 

and moving forward with new 
ideas — and crops. They maintain 

a close dialogue with visitors.  
 “We have customers from all 

different backgrounds, some who 

either are fi rst or second generation, or 
are foreign-born themselves. They ask for 
specifi c products that may be hard for them 
to fi nd,” D’Angelo says. “And that is always 
exciting for us. We love hearing and catering 
to the way people cook different things.”
     Crossroads also has a presence at local 
establishments. You’ll fi nd Crossroads 
products incorporated into the menu at 
Malverne eateries such as Uva Rossa Wine 
Bar and Kookaburra Coffee Co. 
      While the season is just beginning, there 
will be no shortage of activities to occupy 
everyone on opening day. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony kicks off the festivities, followed 

by entertainment, farm tours, hayrides and food vendors on hand with 
some tasty bites. Check out Rockin Roots, South Shore Brewery and Beach 
Barbecue, among the participating vendors.
 Kids can keep busy visiting farm animals and taking in an ATV ride, 
along with puppetry and face painting. The youngsters can also gather 
around a maypole and chase down colorful ribbons. 
 “It’s a family fun day to come down and just enjoy the farm,” 
D’Angelo says.
 Crossroads is so much more than simply a place to visit. Its valued 
community partner can be relied up to support many endeavors.  
 “Fresh produce, fresh fl owers, educational opportunities and 
entertainment space truly make Crossroads Farm unique” Maria Casini, 
Malverne Chamber of Commerce co-president, adds.
 Among the projects she’s involved in with Crossroads, the farm has 
partnered with LIJ-Valley Stream Northwell Hospital to introduce a”Food is 
Health” program tackling nutrition and hunger.  
 The farm also offers an interactive Sunshine program to introduce kids 
up to 11 to agriculture.
  “A lot of people don’t know the process that it takes for food to 
get to their table,” Notarnicola says. “To see that hands-on, I think for 
someone who didn’t grow up with planting, is eye-opening.”
 From a tiny seedling to your dinner plate, it’s a team effort to get it all 
there.
 Interested in become a part of the farm family? Crossroads Farms 
welcomes volunteers to help out. Various volunteering options include 
working in the fi elds planting and harvesting, or participating in education 
and fundraising programming.

Cultivating the future 
at Crossroads Farm

  

•   Saturday, April 27, 
noon-4 p.m. 

•   $10 per person or $25 per 
family, kids younger than 
3 free

•   Farmstand hours: Tuesday 
and Friday, 1-6 p.m.; 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

 •   480 Hempstead Ave., 
Malverne

•   XRoadsFarmLINY.com 

Michael D’Angelo, operations manager, is ready to reopen the popular farm for 
another busy season.

Photos courtesy Crossroads Farm
Crossroads fi eld manager 
Peter Notarnicola tends to his 
plantings.
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THE
Your Neighborhood

On exhibit
Nassau County Museum of Art’s 
latest exhibition, “Urban Art 
Evolution,” is a comprehensive 
exhibit featuring a diverse 
range of compositions from the 
1980s through the present by 
creators who were based in the 
rough and tumble downtown 
area of New York City known 
as Loisaida/LES (Lower East 
Side/East Village) and close 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
     Artists pushed the 
boundaries of what was 
considered “art” with a primary 
focus on street/graffiti art. 
The exhibit’s scope, guest 
curated by art collector/gallerist 
Christopher Pusey, offers an 
even broader view from other 
creative residents, who worked 
inside their studios but still 
contributed to the rich fabric of 
the downtown art scene from 
different vantage points and 
aesthetics. 
     Works include sculpture, 
paintings, photography, 
music, and ephemera from 
many noted and influential 
artists. On view through July 
7. Nassau County Museum 
of Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn 
Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or 
NassauMuseum.org.

Chris 
Ruggiero
Experience the 
magic of Chris 
Ruggiero’s new 

show, “Teenage Dreams and 
Magic Moments.” The dynamic 
vocalist visits the Landmark stage, 
Friday, April 26, at 7:30 p.m. 
Ruggiero is an old soul. Still in 
his 20s, the music that speaks to 
him is the music of the ‘50s, ‘60s 
and ‘70s, breathing new life into 
the timeless classics that form 
the soundtrack of our lives. His 
approach to performing is more 
in line with that of a bygone 
era, bringing to the stage the 
panache of Frank Sinatra or 
Paul Anka, coupled with the energy of Jackie Wilson. Ruggiero first came to national attention 
when he performed in concert on a PBS coast-to-coast special and was featured on Good Morning 
America. Since then, he has traveled the country, delivering his unique brand of vintage rock and roll 
and sharing his passion for the classics. 
     He has shared the stage with artists such as Bobby Rydell, The Duprees and The Drifters. It seems 
almost preordained that the young man who loves the special sounds of an era is now performing 
on the same stages as those he admires most. The young singer was a 2020 East Coast Music Hall of 
Fame nominee and at the 2019 induction ceremony, he performed alongside Tito Puente Jr. singing 
the iconic song Tito’s father wrote, “Oye Como Va.” In his new show, “Teenage Dreams and Magic 
Moments,” Ruggiero tells his story by breathing ew life into the timeless music of the eras he loves, 
enhanced with a six-piece band and live brass. Songs like “Unchained Melody,” “My Cherie Amour,” 
“You Can’t Hurry Love” and “This Magic Moment” come to life with unique interpretations of these 
classics and more, with new orchestrations by Charlie Calello, arranger for the Four Seasons and known 
in the industry as “The Hit Man.” Chances are you’ll know every word of every song. $59, $49, $39. 
Jeanne Rimsky Theater at Landmark on Main Street, 232 Main St., Port Washington. (516) 767-6444 or 
LandmarkOnMainStreet.org.

April
26

On stage
Families will enjoy another musical 
adventure, “Don’t Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus!”
ripped from the pages of Mo 
Willems’ beloved children’s books, 
on the Long Island Children’s 
Museum stage, Friday, April 19, 
10:15 a.m. and noon; Monday 
through Friday, April 20-26, 11:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m. Back by popular 
demand after a sold-out 2023 run, 
see Pigeon, Bus Driver, and some 
zany passengers sing and dance 
their way to helping The Pigeon 
find his “thing” in this upbeat, 
energetic comedy based on four 
of Mo Willems’ popular Pigeon 
books. 
    Featuring a live band to bring 
Deborah Wicks La Puma’s jazzy 
score to life, audiences will 
thoroughly enjoy singing and 
flapping along with The Pigeon 
and friends. The audience is part 
of the action, in this innovative 
mix of songs, silliness and feathers. 
It’s an ideal way to introduce 
kids to theater and the humorous 
stories from Willems’ books.  
$10 with museum admission 
($8 members), $14 theater only. 
Long Island Children’s Museum, 
Museum Row, Garden City. (516) 
224-5800 or LICM.org.LICM.org.

12
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Artist showcase
Sea Cliff Arts Council member Kaylin Burger’s paintings are on view 
at Sea Cliff Village Library, through April. She embodies a distinctive 
perspective shaped by the diverse cultural landscapes of both the east 
and west. 
     Enriched by her experiences, Burger integrates elements from both 
worlds into her work, creating a harmonious fusion of influences 
that captivates the viewer. Immersed in the familiarity of coastal 
living, Burger finds boundless inspiration in the ebb and flow of the 
sea, inviting all to experience a sense of calm. 300 Sea Cliff Ave. Visit 
SeaCliffArtsCouncil.org.

Understanding Nancy Drew
Gold Coast Library hosts a virtual presentation, “The Mystery of Nancy 
Drew,” Monday, April 22. The Nancy Drew series, created by publisher 
Edward Stratemeyer, emerged 90 years ago as a beloved detective 
character, captivating readers with her style and bravery. Historian 
Leslie Goddard, Ph.D., delves into the history of the iconic girl detective, 
exploring questions surrounding Carolyn Keene, the series’ author, and 
the enduring appeal that has captivated generations of readers. This is 
an online event at 2 p.m. To register visit GoldCoastLibrary.org. 

May
16

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and 
create at Family Saturdays at 
Nassau County Museum of 
Art, Saturday, April 20, noon-
3 p.m. Get inspired by the art 
and objects in the galleries 
and then join educators at the 
Manes Center to explore and 
discover different materials 
to create your own original 
artwork. 
     Kids and adults connect 
while talking about and 
making art together. A new 
project is featured every week. 
$20 adult, $10 child. For ages 
2-14. Registration required. 1 
Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. 
Visit NassauMuseum.org for to 
register or call (516) 484-9337.

Clean Water 
Symposium
Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment, North Shore 
Land Alliance, and The Nature 
Conservancy cohost the Long 
Island Clean Water Symposium: 
Global Challenges and Local 
Solutions conference, Thursday, 
May 16, 2:30-5:30 p.m. , 
at LIU Post Student Center 
Auditorium,  This free event 
brings together water science 
leaders to discuss water quality 
and quantity challenges on 
Long Island. With keynote 
speaker David Sedlak, author 
of “Water 4.0” and “Water 
for All,” Adrienne Esposito 
of Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment, Stony Brook 
University’s Dr. Chris Gobler. 
720 Northern Blvd, Greenvale. 
Registration required. Visit 
NorthShoreLandAlliance.org to 
register and for information.

Glen Cove City Council 
Meeting
Glen Cove City Council meets, 
Wednesday, April 24, at 
7:30 p.m., to accomodate for 
Passover, at Glen Cove City Hall. 
9 Glen St., Glen Cove.

Game Time 
Drop by Bayville Free Library, Wednesdays, 
1-4 p.m., for casual table games. Bring your 
own games or use games offered by the 
library such as; cards, Canasta, Mah Jongg, 
Scrabble, chess, checkers, backgammon, and 
jigsaw puzzles.No registration required. 34 

School St. For more information, visit BayvilleFreeLibrary.org or call 
(516) 628-2765. 

Glen Cove Women’s 
Golf Club 
Glen Cove Women’s Golf Club 
is looking for members. The 
group plays 18 holes every 
Tuesday, starting in April 
through October, at the Glen 
Cove Golf Club. Play is weather 
permitting. Membership is 
open to all women regardless 
of residency. 109 Lattingtown 
Road. For more information, 
visit GCWomensGolf.com.

Blood drive
Tiegerman School hosts 
a blood drive, Saturday, 
April 27, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Appointments preferred; 
walk-ins welcomed if space is 
available. Remember to eat 
and drink, bring your donor 
or ID card. Masks are optional 
for all donors and staff. 
Contact Toya Davis at Idavis@
tiegerman.org to register. 
27 Cedar Swamp Road, Glen 
Cove.

Spring Dog Festival
Enjoy the glorious grounds of Old 
Westbury Gardens with your pooch 
(leashed of course), Saturday and Sunday, 
April 20-21, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. With varied 
vendors and activities. Old Westbury 
Gardens, 71 Old Westbury Rd., Old 
Westbury. For information contact (516) 
333-0048 or visit OldWestburyGardens.
org.

Eglevsky Ballet Gala
Eglvesky Ballet presents 
“Live from Studio 4,” an 
intimate evening of classical 
and contemporary ballets, 
Saturday, April 20, 7 p.m. 
The program features new 
and existing repertory 
works chosen to showcase 
the dancers unique ability 
to transfer from classical to 
neo-classical to contemporary 
with ease and mastery of 
their techniques. Eglevsky 
Ballet Studio, 700 Hicksville 
Road, Suite 102, Bethpage. 
For information and tickets, 
visit Eventbrite.com/e/
live-from-studio-4-tickets-
859994295087?aff=oddtdtc.

“ONE OF THE BEST MAGIC ACTS I HAVE EVER SEEN.” 
— Huffington Post

NOW PLAYING IN NYC

   212-239-6200   
   NEW WORLD STAGES  340 WEST 50TH ST (BETWEEN 8TH & 9TH AVES)

STALKERSHOW.COM

MAGIC GETS PERSONAL.

GET
TICKETS
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Friend

Follow the
___________ GLEN COVE ___________

page today!

• Get local news
•  Share your content
•   Comment on stories

Scan this QR code to visit the Glen Cove Herald’s Page
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Attend our upcoming
UNDERGRADUATE
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, May 5, 2024
Campus Tour times: 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., Noon, 1:30 p.m. 

In-person and virtual tours 
are available. For event 
details and to RSVP, please 
visit hofstra.edu/visit.

Hofstra University is a community designed with your future in mind. 
During this year’s Spring Open House, speak with Hofstra’s world-class 
faculty and learn about its 175 undergraduate programs, various student 
services, clubs, organizations, and NCAA Division I athletics, all while 
touring a stunning 244-arce campus filled with cutting-edge facilities and 
research labs, and residence halls that will make you feel at home. 

12
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE   
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU  
Wilmington Savings Fund  
Society, FSB, not in its  
individual capacity, but  
solely as Owner Trustee  
on Behalf for CSMC 2018- 
RPL12 Trust, Plaintiff  
AGAINST Omar Guzman  
a/k/a Omar E. Guzman, et  
al., Defendant(s)    
Pursuant to a Judgment  
of Foreclosure and Sale  
duly entered October 30,  
2023, I, the undersigned  
Referee will sell at public  
auction at the North Side  
steps of the Nassau  
County Supreme Court,  
100 Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501 on  
April 30, 2024 at 2:00PM,  
premises known as 9  
Rose Avenue, Glen Cove,  
NY 11542.  All that  
certain plot piece or  
parcel of land, with the  
buildings and  
improvements erected,  
situate, lying and being in  
the City of Glen Cove,  
County of Nassau and  
State of New York,  
SECTION: 31, BLOCK: E,  
LOT: 209.  Approximate  
amount of judgment  
$412,059.27 plus interest  
and costs.  Premises will  
be sold subject to  
provisions of filed  
Judgment Index  
#612761/2022. The  
aforementioned auction  
will be conducted in  
accordance with the  
NASSAU County  
COVID-19 Protocols  
located on the Office of  
Court Administration  
(OCA) website  
(https://ww2.nycourts.gov 
/Admin/oca.shtml) and as  
such all persons must  
comply with social  
distancing, wearing  
masks and screening  
practices in effect at the  
time of this foreclosure  
sale. Brian J. Davis, Esq.,  
Referee   Frenkel Lambert  
Weiss Weisman &  
Gordon, LLP 53 Gibson  
Street Bay Shore, NY  
11706   01-094288-F01  
79946
145654

LEGAL NOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE  
THAT the Glen Cove City  
Council adopted the  
following Ordinance at  
the City Council Meeting  
of April 9, 2024:
BE IT ORDAINED, that the  
City Council hereby  
amends Sec. 265-54  
Schedule XXII: Special  
Purpose Parking Zones of  
the City of Glen Cove  
Code of Ordinance as it  
relates to Hendrick  
Avenue as follows:

Add:
Street: Hendrick Avenue
Side: North
Purpose: Handicapped  
parking only
Location:
From a point 89 feet East  
of Continental Place to a  
point 40 feet there from
This Ordinance shall take  
effect 3 days after  
publication.
Tina Pemberton
City Clerk
146234

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a Public Hearing  
shall be held on  
Wednesday, April 24,  
2024, at 7:30 p.m. in the  
Council Chambers at Glen  
Cove City Hall, 9 Glen  
Street, Glen Cove, NY to  
discuss amending  
Chapter 109 Boats, Docks  
and Waterways, of the  
City of Glen Cove Code.
All interested parties will  
be given an opportunity  
to be heard.
Tina Pemberton
City Clerk
146243

LEGAL NOTICE
SUPREME COURT OF THE  
STATE OF NEW YORK      
INDEX NO. 616303/2023
COUNTY OF NASSAU
___________________
LONGBRIDGE FINANCIAL,  
LLC
Plaintiff,
vs.
GIANMARCO
SACCHETTA, AS HEIR  
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF  
THE ESTATE OF  
GIOVANNI SACCHETTA  
A/K/A GIOVANNI  
SACHETTO; PASQUALINA  
SACCHETTA A/K/A LINA  
SACCHETTA A/K/A LENA  
SACCHETTA, AS HEIR  
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF  
THE ESTATE OF  
GIOVANNI SACCHETTA  
A/K/A GIOVANNI  
SACHETTO; LUCIANO M.  
SACCHETTA, AS HEIR  
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF  
THE ESTATE OF  
GIOVANNI SACCHETTA  
A/K/A GIOVANNI  
SACHETTO; UNKNOWN  
HEIRS AND DISTRIBUTEES  
OF THE ESTATE OF  
GIOVANNI SACCHETTA  
A/K/A GIOVANNI  
SACHETTO, any and all  
persons unknown to  
plaintiff, claiming, or who  
may claim to have an  
interest in, or general or  
specific lien upon the real  
property described in this  
action; such unknown  
persons being herein  
generally described and  
intended to be included in  
the following designation,  
namely: the wife, widow,  
husband, widower, heirs 

at law, next of kin,  
descendants, executors,  
administrators, devisees,  
legatees, creditors,  
trustees, committees,  
lienors, and assignees of  
such deceased, any and  
all persons deriving  
interest in or lien upon, or  
title to said real property  
by, through or under  
them, or either of them,  
and their respective  
wives, widows, husbands,  
widowers, heirs at law,  
next of kin, descendants,  
executors, administrators,  
devisees, legatees,  
creditors, trustees,  
committees, lienors and  
assigns, all of whom and  
whose names, except as  
stated, are unknown to  
plaintiff; SECRETARY OF  
HOUSING AND URBAN  
DEVELOPMENT; NEW  
YORK STATE  
DEPARTMENT OF  
TAXATION AND  
FINANCE; UNITED STATES  
OF AMERICA; “JOHN  
DOE” (REFUSED NAME)  
AS JOHN DOE #1,
“JOHN DOE #2” through  
“JOHN DOE #12,” the  
last eleven names being  
fictitious and unknown to  
plaintiff, the persons or  
parties intended being  
the tenants, occupants,  
persons or corporations, if  
any, having or claiming  
an interest in or lien upon  
the premises, described in  
the complaint,
Defendants.
Plaintiff designates  
NASSAU as the place of  
trial situs of the real  
property
SUPPLEMENTAL
SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
2 TAFT PLACE, GLEN  
COVE, NY 11542
Section: 30, Block: 57,  
Lot: 9
___________________
To the above named  
Defendants
YOU ARE HEREBY  
SUMMONED to answer  
the Complaint in the  
above entitled action and  
to serve a copy of your  
Answer on the plaintiff’s  
attorney within twenty  
(20) days of the service of  
this Summons, exclusive  
of the day of service, or  
within thirty (30) days  
after service of the same  
is complete where service  
is made in any manner  
other than by personal  
delivery within the State.  
The United States of  
America, if designated as  
a defendant in this action,  
may answer or appear  
within sixty (60) days of  
service. Your failure to  
appear or to answer will  
result in a judgment  
against you by default for 

the relief demanded in  
the Complaint. In the  
event that a deficiency  
balance remains from the  
sale proceeds, a judgment  
may be entered against  
you.
NOTICE OF NATURE OF  
ACTION AND RELIEF  
SOUGHT
THE OBJECT of the above  
caption action is to  
foreclose a Mortgage to  
secure the sum of  
$585,000.00 and interest,  
recorded on March 14,  
2012, in Liber M 36997 at  
Page 475, of the Public  
Records of NASSAU  
County, New York.,  
covering premises known  
as 2 TAFT PLACE, GLEN  
COVE, NY 11542.
The relief sought in the  
within action is a final  
judgment directing the  
sale of the premises  
described above to satisfy  
the debt secured by the  
Mortgage described  
above.
NASSAU County is  
designated as the place  
of trial because the real  
property affected by this  
action is located in said  
county.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF  
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to  
this summons and  
complaint by serving a  
copy of the answer on the  
attorney for the mortgage  
company who filed this  
foreclosure
proceeding against you  
and filing the answer  
with the court, a default  
judgment may be entered  
and you can lose your  
home.
Speak to an attorney or  
go to the court where  
your case is pending for  
further information on  
how to answer the  
summons and protect  
your property.
Sending a payment to the  
mortgage company will  
not stop the foreclosure  
action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY  
SERVING A COPY OF THE  
ANSWER ON THE  
ATTORNEY FOR THE  
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE  
COMPANY) AND FILING  
THE ANSWER WITH THE  
COURT.
Dated: April 1st,  
2024
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ,  
SCHNEID, CRANE &  
PARTNERS, PLLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Jinghan Zhang, Esq.
900 Merchants  
Concourse, Suite 310
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
146232

Public Notices
LGLE1
0418

To Place A Notice Call 516-569-4000 x232

To Place A Notice Call 516-569-4000 x232
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PASSOVER MESSAGE

Passover, a wonderful 
season of rejoicing

N ext week, Jews all over 
the world will gather 
with our respective fami-
lies and/or friends to 

observe Pesach (Passover), a Major 
Festival holiday in Jewish tradi-
tion, often referred to as “z’man 
simchateinu” (the season of  our 
rejoicing). 

From a narrative perspective, 
we retell the Biblical story Moses, 
who with the help of  his siblings 
Aaron and Miriam, and a divine 
partnership with God, delivered 
our ancestors from 
generations of  slavery 
in Egypt, and 
embarked upon a 
40-year journey to 
return home to the 
land of  their forefa-
thers and mothers.  
Passover also serves 
as the Spring Harvest 
Festival, coinciding 
with the time when 
our ancient ancestors, 
living in the Tribal 
lands which would 
ultimately become 
Judea in the south 
and the kingdom of  Israel to the 
north, would make their pilgrim-
age to offer the first fruits of  their 
harvest at the Holy Temple in Jeru-
salem.  

Today, we offer prayers and tze-
dakah (acts of  charity) instead of  
physical offerings at the temple, 
and we celebrate with a seder, an 
intricate meal that follows a specif-
ic “order” of  ritual, storytelling, 
questions, and conversation with 
family, friends, and other guests. 
Over the years I have polled my 
students asking them what they 
enjoy most about this celebration. 
Many answer that they love the 
food, several mentioned the activi-
ty of  searching for the Afikomen (a 
piece of  the ceremonial matzoh 
that is hidden, and children are 
asked to find it as the conclusion to 
the festival meal), while others rel-
ish the opportunity simply to gath-
er for an evening or two with their 
loved ones.  

My fondest memories of  Pass-
over bring me back to my youth 
when I celebrated the seder night 
with my large extended family. One 
memory that stands out was when 
I was a young boy and my great-
uncle Leonard asked me to open 
the door to symbolically welcome 
Elijah the Prophet, a dignitary of  a 
redemptive era. I remember being 
frightened to open the door for this 

“ghost,” and so one of  my older 
cousins accompanied me to fulfill 
the deed. Another memorable 
experience was the year I celebrat-
ed Passover at a seder in Amster-
dam as a young adult. The feeling 
of  being away from my family was 
mitigated by the way this commu-
nity welcomed me and gave me a 
home for that important night, 
emphasizing the true spirit of  the 
holiday. Overall, these powerful 
moments of  memorable experienc-
es truly do last a lifetime, and they 

influence how we 
choose to continue 
observing this special 
evening as we move 
into our more mature 
years.

This year our cele-
brations are likely to 
be tempered as we 
think of  our brothers 
and sisters who are 
still being held hos-
tage in Gaza, the 
humanitarian crisis 
in Gaza itself  as we 
show empathy for Pal-
estinians who do not 

identify with Hamas, and the 
emerging threat of  a greater war 
with Iran, who continues to stoke 
Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Syria. Regardless of  
where any of  us stand politically 
and socially, Passover is a season 
to recall how “once we were slaves 
but now we are free.” Every citizen 
of  this planet deserves to live in an 
environment where they feel safe 
and secure regardless of  race, gen-
der, sexual preference, or religion; 
where they have a home in which 
to live; where they can get a proper 
education and be trained in proper 
life skills; where they do not have 
to worry about when, where and 
how they will get their next meal: 
“Let all who are hungry come and 
eat!”

Next week, while gathering to 
create yet another enjoyable and 
memorable Passover experience, I 
encourage you to reserve a 
moment to remember those who 
are not as privileged, and as part 
of  your conversation that evening, 
consider ways that you might help 
all people to be free.

Wishing you all a Mo’adim 
L’simcha – a wonderful season of  
rejoicing.

Michael S. Churgel is the rabbi at 
North Country Reform Temple – 
Ner Tamid.

Rabbi 
Michael S. chuRgel



Ap
ril

 1
8,

 2
02

4 
— 

GL
EN

 C
OV

E 
HE

RA
LD

16

TO PLACE
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Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477
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free
estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

HAndymAn 
SERviCES

call dave davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (wire)
631-667-9473 (wire)
516-353-1118 (TeXT)

• Flat Tvs mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High definition Television Antennas installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable Tv Extensions  

& Computer Wiring installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

wireman/cableman

Serviced

Veterans 
10% Off
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1250857

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400
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1963

NORTH SHORE
TRANSPORTATION

516-627-6666

•  LOWEST PRICES
•  LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
•  LIRR SERVICES TO AND FROM 
    MANHASSET & PORT WASHINGTON STATIONS

 1
24

36
67

•  AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
    ALL AIRPORTS - BLACK CARS

•  MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS
•  24 HOUR COURIER 
    & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

1252512

1240395

TREE REMOVAL • LAND CLEARING • PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING • ELEVATING • STORM PREVENTION

80  FT. BUCKET TRUCK

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TREE

SERVICE
FREE

GUARANTEED BEST PRICE BECAUSE 

WE CARE

ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

OWNER
OPERATED

Nass. Lic. # 185081 Suff. Lic# HI65621
  WWW.WECARETREESERVICE.COM

#
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CERTIFIED ARBORIST ON STAFF

CALL OWNER DIRECT

CHRIS   516-216-2617

1250249

1246875

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid
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Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything! 

We Clean It Up & Take It Away!
REsIdEnTIAl & COmmERCIAl

516-538-1125
strongarmcontractingli.com

FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE RATES

AAA CHEAP TREE
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Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

ALL PHASES OF TREE WORK
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

GuARAnTEED BEST PRICE!
aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

For more information, call (516) 465-1432
or email humanresources@viscardicenter.org
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Abilities, Inc. is looking for Direct Support Professionals 
to provide support services to successfully 
integrate individuals with developmental 

disabilities into their communities.

Transport and accompany Program Participants to
recreational activities — bowling, movies, volunteering —
and other socialization activities. Additional duties, such
as assisting with personal care needs, may be required.

$20.00/hr.
HS Diploma/equivalent, prior work experience 

with adults having disabilities required.

Valid NYS Driver’s License required.

FULL-TIME
DIRECT SUPPORT 

PROFESSIONAL (DSP)
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My clothes closet is a throw-
back, a collection from a past 
life. Who bought all these 
clothes, I wonder. Whose life 

was dressed in these costumes? What 
woman, aside from the extravagantly 
shod Imelda Marco, could possibly think 
she needed so many pairs of  shoes? 

I stand in awe at the bizarre items 
hanging inside. I cannot connect to the 

life these clothes 
adorned. There is 
a floor-length, 
multi-colored, lay-
er-cake skirt that I 
bought and last 
wore on a trip to 
Africa, when it 
was only margin-
ally appropriate, 
even in Mozam-
bique. Truth? 
There are two of  
these skirts. I also 
have a bright, 

bright red, heavily embroidered Chinese 
jacket I bought in Shanghai in 2003. It’s 
lovely, and it fits, but it is so, so pre-Covid 
life.

I see shirts I bought 25 years ago, 
when big, padded shoulders were de 
rigueur. They still have paper stuffed 
into the sleeves from the last time I had 
them cleaned, several decades ago.

It’s like wandering through Pompeii. 
Who was this person? I wonder. The big 
belts, the silk shawls, the long velvet 
pants for formal attire add to the sense 
of  disconnection. A hot pink cocktail 
dress?

Today I could keep my 
wardrobe in a paper sack. 
Since the pandemic and the 
collapse of  the social life 
we once enjoyed, I dress 
down. Way down. Still, 
there are four pairs of  
spiked heels on the shelf. A 
walk in those babies would 
be a suicide mission.

On another shelf  in the 
closet is the crocheted blan-
ket that I started with my 
mother-in-law, who has 
been dead 40 years. Any day 
now I guess I’ll take up crocheting again. 
The bejeweled handbag I bought in the 
gift shop at the Raffles Hotel in Singa-
pore doesn’t go with my mom jeans.

You get my point. I hereby publicly 
vow to use this spring to fling out the old 
and give away the wardrobe of  the 
woman who once lived a very different 
life from mine. My new life requires five 
hangars and a drawer.

There’s more. Closets are a metaphor, 
are they not? Clichéd, but still the perfect 
symbol of  all that is tucked away, out of  

sight.
With that in mind, I want to spring-

clean my mind of  the addictive behav-
iors brought on by the deprivations and 
anxieties of  the coronavirus. The super-
killer is done, and we’re still standing. 

The virus, no doubt, is here 
to stay, but with the appro-
priate vaccines, we will go 
on. What remains is our 
pathological obsession with 
devices that intensified 
during the pandemic, and 
that needs to be treated.

For example, I thought I 
had a clear mind when I sat 
down to write this. Then I 
glanced at an incoming 
text. My sister wanted a 
recipe, so I stopped writing 
and looked up the ingredi-

ents of  sheet pan lasagna. But wait — as 
I searched, there was “incoming”: A new 
sale by Eileen Fisher, so I checked it out, 
and was about to buy a new T-shirt to 
stash in the aforementioned closet when, 
blip, there were notices from a dozen 
charities offering to match my donation 
today if  I made them right now. I started 
to give my $25 to Planned Parenthood 
when, whoosh, there was a text from my 
granddaughter, who was turning in a 
paper in three minutes that she wanted 
me to edit.

So, what was I doing? Writing my col-
umn — right, that’s it. But sister texted 
back, thanking me for the lasagna recipe, 
and then my husband texted to ask 
which lettuce to buy at the supermarket. 
I had to tell him romaine, right? Or he 
might come back with iceberg.

What did I sit down here to do? Oh 
yes, I want to focus on spring cleaning, 
but the news and the texts and the end-
less notifications are a disorienting 
sound-and-light show signifying nothing 
but distraction.

But, really, hold on a minute, can I 
afford to ignore a text from a company 
that will help me control upper-arm fat? 
Can I write about spring cleaning this 
week, when Donald Trump is possibly 
eating a puppy online in another magic 
MAGA moment? (Relax, I made that one 
up.)

What practical steps will I take to 
clean up the psychological and techno-
logical distractions? I will stop “notifica-
tions” and turn off  my phone when I 
write. Next time. I really will do that, I 
promise, but first I have to check out two 
tiny must-read urgent news flashes: the 
best undiscovered beaches in Newfound-
land and photos of  an ancient worm that 
grew to 37 feet long.

Copyright 2024 Randi Kreiss. Randi can 
be reached at randik3@aol.com.

Spring cleaning: Forget the brooms and mops

S ince the 
pandemic 

and the collapse 
of the social life 
we once enjoyed, 
I dress down.

RANDI  
KREISS

E lected officials, including many 
in Nassau County, regularly say 
they’re committed to bipartisan-
ship — to “reaching across the 

aisle.” That is, of  course, a worthy senti-
ment, especially in these hyperpolarized 
times.

Compromise does indeed lie at the 
core of  politics in a democracy. Conserva-

tives and liberals, 
when acting in 
good faith and 
with a shared set 
of  values, can 
reach agreements 
that benefit both 
sets of  constitu-
ents.

But in order for 
politics to function 
in this way, politi-
cians of  differing 
views need to 
show respect for 
one another, and 

for the standards of  civil discourse. 
Comity isn’t possible when extremism 
prevails. Threats of  violence and attacks 
on people’s religious beliefs must be repu-
diated, regardless of  where they origi-
nate on the ideological spectrum.

Calls for cooperation thus sound hypo-
critical when incendiary rhetoric is 
allowed to take the place of  reasoned 
debate. Worse, politicians who lack the 
courage to condemn dangerous rantings 
by their own side’s leaders can be judged 

complicit when unhinged speech results 
in criminal acts.

That’s why Long Island Republicans 
have a moral, as well as political, obliga-
tion to publicly condemn inflammatory 
remarks made by their party’s leader, 
Donald Trump.

We have already seen 
what happens when the 
bounds of  civic decorum 
are breached. Trump’s 
unfounded insistence that 
the 2020 election was stolen 
led thousands of  his follow-
ers to trash the U.S. Capitol, 
the citadel of  American 
democracy.

Something similar — or 
even more calamitous — 
may well occur this year. 
Trump recently warned, “If  
I don’t get elected, it’s gonna be a blood-
bath.” MAGA militants are likely to take 
that message literally. They’ll wink and 
nod at the former president’s subsequent 
claim that he was referring only to the 
consequences of  not curbing imports of  
Chinese automobiles.

Trump is also stoking racist hatred. 
Some of  his most rabid followers may feel 
emboldened to physically attack 
migrants, whom their idol has referred to 
as “animals.”

Trump has said, too, that if  he loses 
the 2024 election, that will be proof  that it 
was rigged. In other words, the only 
acceptable result will be victory for 

Trump. His defeat would not be acknowl-
edged, or tolerated.

This is not how democracy works. 
Trump’s repeatedly demonstrated dis-
dain for the rule of  law should be 
denounced as an unpatriotic affront to 

the memory of  the hun-
dreds of  thousands of  
Americans who have lost 
their lives in defense of  the 
nation’s founding princi-
ples.

Nassau County Republi-
can officeholders have a 
responsibility to treat their 
impressive recent electoral 
victories not as an opportu-
nity to gloat or ridicule 
their opponents, as Trump 
did throughout his term in 
the White House, but rather 

to urge their supporters to respect demo-
cratic processes, and their opponents. 
Similarly, local Jewish leaders — Conser-
vative, Reform and Orthodox -- should 
assure their congregants that it’s possible 
to vote for Joe Biden and still be good 
Jews and defenders of  Israel.

Trump, of  course, does not agree.
He declared on March 18 that “any 

Jewish person that votes for Democrats 
hates their religion.” Asked the following 
day about that comment, Trump doubled 
down: “Democrats have been very, very 
opposed to Jewish people,” he said, 
absurdly.

Never one to engage in temperate criti-

cism, Trump has lately entered rhetorical 
realms far beyond the limits of  responsi-
ble speech. He is certainly not a conserva-
tive of  the Reagan variety, nor is he in 
sync with prominent local Republicans 
such as former Congressman Peter King, 
who has displayed the courage, in the 
pages of  the Herald, to criticize Trump’s 
dangerous divisiveness.

The United States needs a credible 
conservative party that focuses on funda-
mental issues such as the role and the 
size of  government. Liberal positions 
should be challenged in informed, rea-
soned exchanges based on facts, not fabri-
cations. But this is not the case for the 
party led by Trump.

What will Congressman Anthony 
D’Esposito, County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman and Hempstead Town Supervi-
sor Donald Clavin do? Will they follow the 
lead of  former Vice President Mike 
Pence, who has termed Trump unsuited 
to hold the nation’s highest office? Or will 
they stand by silently and allow political 
exigency to take precedence over govern-
ment of, by and for the people?

History will judge their actions — or 
inactions.

Kevin J. Kelley was a congressional staff  
member in the 1980s, and is a retired jour-
nalist and journalism professor who 
worked for newspapers in New York, Ver-
mont and Kenya and taught at St. 
Michael’s College in Vermont. He lives in 
Atlantic Beach.

OPINIONS
L.I. GOP must condemn Trump’s dangerous remarks

W ill they 
follow 

former V.P. Mike 
Pence’s lead, 
or stand by 
silently?

KEVIN J.  
KELLEY



LETTERS
There’s ‘my-partisanship’        
far from D.C., Jerry
To the Editor:

Jerry Kremer’s good heart, I fear, is overly gener-
ous for our current moment (“Washington: where 
bipartisanship goes to die,” April 11-17). His desire 
for bipartisanship is currently unfashionable, not 
only in Washington but right here in Massapequa. 
Our former honorable representative and gentle-
man, Peter King, is now willing to pronounce on the 
political qualifications of  mourners attending ser-
vices for an NYPD officer lost in action. 

The lawbreaking, felon-praising Donald Trump 
is noted for his “dignity” at Jonathan Diller’s 
memorial, while a rumor of  Gov. Kathy Hochul’s 
being snubbed is pandered. Other notable Demo-
crats are named and shamed with King’s party’s 
“anti-police” canard. Thus was Diller’s memorial 
stained with gratuitous my-partisanship. Biparti-
sanship is often a corpse, Mr. Kremer, before it 
departs for Washington.

BRIAN KELLY 
Rockville Centre

I’m not praising Hochul for 
giving us our money back
To the Editor:

Upon learning that Gov. Kathy Hochul had decid-

HERALD EDITORIAL
Weaving a future of peace, harmony and justice

A s the vibrant hues of  spring 
emerge, so, too, do the sacred 
observances of  Easter, Pass-
over and Ramadan — each 

offering a tapestry of  traditions woven 
with threads of  renewal, redemption 
and hope.

Christians and Muslims have com-
pleted their observances of  Easter and 
Ramadan, and now Jews are set to cele-
brate what they call Pesach — a holiday 
that commemorates the liberation of  
the Israelites in ancient Egypt, and 
their eventual exodus to the Promised 
Land.

When it comes to the tapestry of  
humanity, however, all of  these celebra-
tions serve as poignant reminders of  
our shared quest for spiritual uplift and 
communal solidarity, transcending cul-
tural boundaries and religious affilia-
tions.

At the heart of  Easter lies the pro-
found narrative of  resurrection, sym-
bolizing the triumph of  life over death, 
and the promise of  renewal. Christians 
around the world gathered to commem-
orate the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, 
finding solace in the belief  that, 
through faith and redemption, new 
beginnings are possible.

Similarly, Passover holds a special 
place in the hearts of  Jewish communi-
ties. Through rituals steeped in tradi-
tion, families gather around the Seder 
table to retell the story of  Exodus, pass-
ing the torch of  remembrance down 
from one generation to the next. Pass-
over embodies the timeless themes of  
liberation and redemption, inspiring 
people to break free from the shackles 
of  oppression and embrace the promise 
of  a brighter future.

Amid the tapestry of  religious diver-
sity, Ramadan shines as a beacon of  
spiritual devotion and self-discipline for 
Muslims worldwide. During this holiest 
month of  the Islamic calendar, believers 
fast from dawn to dusk, engaging in 
prayer, reflection and charity. Through 
the rigor of  fasting, Muslims seek puri-
fications of  the soul and a deepened 
connection with the divine — finding 
strength and solace in the collective 
journey of  faith.

Despite their distinct cultural expres-
sions and theological nuances, Easter, 
Passover and Ramadan converge on the 
shared terrain of  universal values and 
aspirations. Across these sacred sea-
sons, the themes of  renewal, redemp-
tion and hope serve as bridges that 

unite humanity in its quest for tran-
scendence and meaning.

In the tapestry of  diversity, we find 
unity in our shared humanity, tran-
scending the boundaries of  creed and 
nationality. As we reflect on the timeless 
messages of  these three observances, let 
us embrace the richness of  our reli-
gious heritage, and celebrate the mosaic 
of  traditions that adorn the fabric of  
our collective existence.

In the face of  adversity and uncer-
tainty, these sacred days remind us of  
the resilience of  the human spirit and 
the enduring power of  faith to sustain 
us through life’s trials. 

Together, let us embrace unity in 
diversity, forging bonds of  understand-
ing and compassion that transcend the 
barriers of  ignorance and prejudice. 
And may we find strength in our shared 
humanity, and hope in the process of  a 
brighter tomorrow.

As the spring sun rises, let us embark 
on a journey of  spiritual renewal and 
communal solidarity, guided by the 
timeless wisdom of  Easter, Passover 
and Ramadan. In this tapestry of  diver-
sity, may we weave a future of  peace, 
justice and harmony for generations to 
come.

ed to “allow” state school funding to 
remain status quo, I sent the following 
sentiments to my Board of  Education as 
well as lobbyist/membership organiza-
tions that advocate for school boards, 
including the Nassau-Suffolk and New 
York State school boards associations.

The crime of  this state aid funding 
game is that districts ran around in a 
frenzy and a state of  panic for the past six 

weeks, each looking to make changes and 
cuts, all for nothing! This disturbing year-
ly exercise of  dangling money like a car-
rot is getting old and tiresome. A new 
method must be put in place, immediately.

Perhaps it’s as simple as educating dis-
trict boards with the understanding that 
they can run their budgets like a busi-
ness. Not only can they, they should! We 
are the fiduciary stewards of  the taxpay-
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LETTERS FRAMEWORK by Nicole Formisano

Anticipating the show in the sky on April 8 — Watertown, New York

OPINIONS
Before Long Island, we were ‘t Lange Eylandt

ers’ money. Let’s teach boards to be fis-
cally responsible. 

The issue with most administra-
tions, which is no fault of  their own, is 
that they don’t earn the money they’re 
in charge of. Our schools are multi-
million-dollar businesses, and there’s 
a very different understanding of  how 
to spend money when you’re responsi-
ble for generating the business and 
chasing down the receivables. When 
you’re responsible for making payroll, 
and paying worker’s comp, insurance 
and all other fixed costs each week, 
you spend differently. When fixed costs 
rise, they eat into your profits, but in 
the educational world we just raise 
everyone’s taxes and ask for more. The 
mindset is vastly different.

The long and short of  it is that the 
entire state just spent six weeks of  
budget season — the busiest time of  
year, when we’re planning for next 
year — wasting time, energy, manpow-
er and productivity, only to be told, 
don’t worry, you really do have the 
money. It is counterproductive, cruel, 
bad business and a cycle that has 

become accepted by all! We succumb 
to this every year, praising the gover-
nor for giving us our money back.

Our leadership at the state level — 
the education commissioner, Board of  
Regents members and elected officials 
on both sides of  the aisle — needs to 
start having hard conversations with 
the governor’s office about their modus 
operandi. This disaster needs to stop.

Any successful businessperson 
understands that when an organiza-
tion is kept in constant crisis mode, it 
affects every operation. The perma-cri-
sis in which this administration keeps 
our education system is slowly killing 
public education. So I’m not thankful 
that the governor let us “keep” our 
taxpayers’ money. Personally I’m dis-
gusted, and I’m waiting for those who 
can to advocate for real change.

MARGARET MARCHAND 
President, 

Locust Valley Board of  Education
Founder, 

Coalition of  New York State School 
Boards

F or an area with as much history 
as Long Island, many of  us tend 
to focus on the big events and 
names. 

The Roosevelts. Washington’s spy 
ring. Billy Joel. 

But an important — if  overlooked — 
part of  our history is the early Dutch set-
tlement of  the area.

Beneath Long Island’s modern land-
scape — with its bustling cities, quaint 

towns and scenic 
shores — lies a 
rich tapestry of  
history woven by 
the earliest Euro-
pean settlers. To 
comprehend the 
essence of  Long 
Island — and, in 
many ways, all of  
New York today — 
we must under-
stand its past, 
tracing back to 
the pivotal era of  

Dutch colonial settlement. 
The roots of  much Long Island’s iden-

tity — its culture, its governance, and 
even its place names — find their origins 
in the footsteps of  Dutch explorers and 
settlers who arrived on its shores in the 
early 17th century.

The Dutch East India Company com-
missioned Henry Hudson to explore the 
uncharted waters of  the New World in 
1609. Hudson’s voyage led him to the 
shores of  Long Island, where he navigat-
ed the waters of  what is now known as 
the Hudson River. 

This encounter marked the dawn of  
Dutch interest in the region, culminat-
ing in the establishment of  New Amster-
dam on Manhattan Island. 

However, it was not until the 1630s 
that the Dutch began to establish foot-
holds on Long Island itself, 
with individual families 
acquiring land and laying 
the groundwork for settle-
ments such as Southold 
and Southampton.

The significance of  
these early Dutch settle-
ments cannot be overstat-
ed. They served as the foun-
dation upon which Long 
Island’s communities were 
built, shaping its social, 
economic, and political 
landscape for centuries to 
come. 

The Dutch settlers brought with them 
not only their language and customs, but 
also their expertise in agriculture, com-
merce and governance. Through their 
toil and perseverance, they transformed 
the untamed wilderness into thriving 
villages and towns, leaving an indelible 
mark on the island’s character.

It was also thanks to the Dutch that 
the first Jewish people arrived in what 
would become New York. Solomon Piet-
ersen and Jacob Barsimson were the 
first Dutch Jews to come to America in 
1654, followed later that year by 23 Jew-
ish refugees fleeing Portuguese persecu-
tion in Brazil. 

These early settlers were the nucleus 
of  what became New York state’s Jewish 

population, which now numbers more 
than 2 million.

The Dutch presence on Long Island 
was not without its challenges. The 
region became a contested territory, with 
rival claims from both Dutch and Eng-

lish authorities, as well as 
conflicts with Indigenous 
tribes. 

The struggle for domi-
nance played out in con-
flicts and negotiations, 
shaping the boundaries 
and allegiances of  the bur-
geoning colonies, which 
still determine the borders 
between Nassau and Suf-
folk counties to this day. 

Yet, despite these ten-
sions, the Dutch settlers 
persevered, carving out a 

distinct identity for themselves within 
the diverse tapestry of  early American 
society which lasted into the 1800s.

The legacy of  the Dutch settlement on 
Long Island is evident in its place names, 
its architecture, and its cultural heri-
tage. From the quaint villages of  Astoria 
and Ravenswood, to the bustling streets 
of  Queens Bridge Plaza, traces of  Dutch 
influence are woven into the fabric of  
everyday life. 

Long Island itself  was named by the 
Dutch, who were the first to refer to the 
landmass as ‘t Lange Eylandt. 

Nassau County was named after the 
royal house of  Nassau — also known as 
the House of  Orange — which continues 
to rule the Netherlands to this day.

Many of  Long Island and New York’s 

prominent early families trace their 
genealogy to the early Dutch settlers of  
New Amsterdam and ‘t Lange Eylandt. 
The Roosevelts — originally spelled 
Rosenvelt — came to New Amsterdam 
between 1638 and 1649, and would build 
their fortune through their properties 
across Long Island and in upstate New 
York, while the Vanderbilts came to the 
area in 1650.

To truly understand Long Island’s 
past and present, it is essential to 
explore the rich history of  its Dutch set-
tlers. Their story is not just a chapter in 
the annals of  American history, but a liv-
ing testament to the enduring legacy of  
exploration, settlement and adaptation. 

As we reflect on the journey of  those 
early pioneers, we gain insight into the 
forces that have shaped Long Island into 
the vibrant and dynamic region it is 
today.

In commemorating the legacy of  the 
Dutch settlement, we honor the resil-
ience and ingenuity of  those who laid 
the foundation for our communities. 
While not perfect people by any means, 
theirs is a story of  courage, perseverance 
and collaboration, reminding us of  the 
enduring power of  diversity and cooper-
ation in shaping the course of  history. 

As we look to the future, we need to 
draw inspiration from the past, embrac-
ing the spirit of  discovery and explora-
tion that defines the legacy of  the Dutch 
settlement on Long Island.

Will Sheeline is a senior reporter covering 
Glen Cove, Glen Head, Oyster Bay and 
Sea Cliff.

T he story of 
the Dutch 

settlers is one 
of courage, 
perseverance, 
collaboration. 

WILL  
SHEELINE

CORRECTION American Community Bank also contributed to the City of Glen Cove Recreation’s fundraiser. It was not included in an article in the April 
11 edition.
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