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Carol Waldman
By Danielle Agoglia
dagoglia@liherald.com 

C
arol Waldman not only loves 

old people, but also she loves 

old things. By day — and 

some nights — she is the 

executive director of  the Glen Cove 

Senior Center. In her rare but well-

spent spare time, she is an antiques 

dealer. 

While she appreciates the aesthet-

ics of  a piece, sometimes it’s the story 

that appeals to her most. Once Wald-

man purchased a small wooden box, 

about playing-card size, decorated 

with wildflowers, at the Junior League 

in Roslyn for $15. Then she sold it to a 

friend, and from there she lost track of  

it. About a year and a half  later, she 

was at show at the New York Armory, 

and there was the box, on sale for 

$38,000. 

What’s most interesting, she said, is 

the possibility that someone would 

buy it, and eventually — without tell-

ing his or her children how much the 

box was worth. It might end up in a 

garage sale, once again being offered 

for $15. 

And just as she enjoys the story of  

older items, she enjoys the stories of  

older people. As director of  the senior 

center for 16 years, Waldman, 64, cares 

for the senior population. And not just 

by ensuring that they have good food 

to eat and bingo to play, but really car-

ing for them. Whether 

it’s finding grants to 

build safer cross-

walks, visiting bedrid-

den members or just 

listening to a story 

about someone’s day, 

Waldman advocates 

for the growing senior 

population not only in 

Glen Cove, but also 

across Long Island 

and around the state. 

When people think 

of  the Glen Cove Senior Center, they 

think of  Waldman. For these reasons 

and more, the Herald Gazette is proud 

to name her its first-ever Person of  the 

Year. 

Waldman initially wanted to work 

with young adults and teach college-

level English. She was always fascinat-

ed with the written word. After read-

ing “Les Misérables” in fourth grade 

at P.S. 47 — she was a New York City 

kid — she dreamt up 

a romantic picture 

of  herself  as a writ-

er running salons in 

Paris. She is elo-

quent and well-spo-

k e n ,  p r o b a b l y 

thanks to the poetry 

of  Byron, Keats and 

Shelley she read 

wh i le  at te n d i n g 

Lehman College. 

After earning a 

degree in English lit-

erature, she worked for the New York 

Center for Psychoanalytic Training, 

but discovered that psychoanalytics 

was not her calling. Then she put her 

career ambitions on hold to be the 

breadwinner so her husband, John, 

could finish his doctorate in conserva-

tion biology. Then she managed a 

Manhattan antiques shop called 

Alice’s for about four years. Although 

she loved the items’ stories, she 

thought she needed a more meaning-

ful career. 

So she taught middle school Eng-

lish in Corona, Queens, until she gave 

birth to her first child when she was 

32. She continued to teach night class-

es in English as a Second Language, 

for adults. 

That, Waldman believes, was when 

she developed her love for senior citi-

zens. “There was something about 

working with older people that just 

touched me, just moved me,” she 

recalled. “I loved how motivated they 

were, I loved their gratitude.” She 

knew that whatever she did next, she 

wanted it to be with older generations.

Waldman and her family discov-

ered Sea Cliff  through one of  her 

While Waldman 
is often 
described as 
compassionate, 
she can also be 
tough.

Christina Daly/Herald Gazette 

carol WalDmaN’s empaTHy makes her a favorite among colleagues, friends 

and strangers alike. 

Continued on page 3
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A black gown that North Shore High 

School graduate Alec Ohanian, 18, 

designed was worn by Linda Yaccarino, 

NBCUniversal’s chair of  advertising sales 

and client partnerships, at the 2017 Gold-

en Globes in Beverly Hills. 

It was a major career breakthrough for 

him and that’s before he even attended his 

first class at Parsons School of  Design.

After seeing more Broadway shows 

than he can count, making certain he was 

up close so he could fully enjoy the cos-

tumes, Ohanian is having a magical 

moment all his own. 

This may make him one of  the young-

est aspiring designers to have ever had 

their creation appear on the famed Red 

Carpet. Wearing his gown at the Golden 

Globes was important to Yaccarino too. 

The Globes is one of  NBCUniversal’s sig-

nature events each year. Yaccarino, who 

has attended the Globes five times, want-

ed to experience what the stars were 

privy to — a one of  a kind stunning dress. 

Ohanian found his inspiration in part 

from the designs of  Charles James, who 

was known as America’s first couturier. 

He created some of  the most expensive 

gowns in the world during the 1950’s. “I’ve 

learned that a designer has to have a story 

in mind when creating a garment,” Oha-

nian said. “I tend to go back to stories and 

literature.”

Young designer previews his work  
at the Golden Globes

Courtesy NBCUniversal

THERE WAS A lot of buzz at the Golden 

Globes about North Shore High School 

graduate Alec Ohanian’s gown, which he 

created for NBCUniversal’s Linda Yaccarino.

At first, people in Glen Cove, like many 

others, believed that that the federal gov-

ernment had shuttered Killenworth, a 

Russian compound on Dosoris Lane in 

Glen Cove on Dec. 30, 2016. They also 

believed that its inhabitants were includ-

ed among the 35 unnamed Russian offi-

cials expelled from the U.S.  But that was 

not true. 

It was Norwich House, a Russian com-

pound in Upper Brookville, that was shut 

down by the Obama administration, in 

the wake of  Russia’s alleged cyber-med-

dling in the presidential election. 

The Soviet Union purchased Norwich 

House in 1952 as a vacation retreat for its 

diplomats. Elliot S. Conway, the mayor of  

Upper Brookville, said that up until now 

he had never heard of  any wrongdoing by 

anyone at the compound over the years.  

 Both Killenworth and the Glen Cove 

Mansion have been fixtures on the North 

Shore since the early 1900s. 

Russian Upper Brookville mansion hit 
with a sanction, not Killenworth

Courtesy John Abate

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT did not close Killenworth, a Russian compound in Glen Cove.

D
ec

em
b
er

 2
8

, 2
0

1
7

 —
 G

LE
N

 C
O

VE
 H

ER
A
LD

 G
A
ZE

TT
E

2

9
5

3
2

6
5

enter to 

WIN

invi tes you to

2 TICKETS TO 

BIG SHot
 at tHe paramount!

celebrating the music of billy joel

Go to liherald.com/contest to enter to win.
For more information visit: www.paramountny.com

Register online for the FREE Paramount e-newsletter to get 

special offers, pre-sale codes & much more!

Tickets on sale via www.ticketmaster.com,  

charge-by-phone @ (800)-745-3000  

& The Paramount Box Office (open daily from 12 PM – 6 PM)

No purchase necessary to enter or win. Many will enter, there will be four (4) total winners.   

Winners will receive GA standing floor tickets for 1/20/18 event. Contest period is from 12/28/17 to 1/14/18.  

For complete rules and details, visit liherald.com/contests.

MIKE DELGUIDICE

& BIG SHOT

JAN 20

HUNTINGTON-LONG ISLAND

NEW YORK
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Waldman serves as a passionate advocate 
HERALDPerson of the Year

friends from the psychoanalytic institute. 

They moved there in 1991 with the notion 

of  managing an old hotel, and fell in love 

with the area. With the little money they 

had, they purchased a small house — an 

antique itself, over 100 years old. They 

still live there today.

Waldman began working part-time as 

the program coordinator of  the senior 

center, where she had the chance to create 

fun and cultural activities for the mem-

bers. The job was perfect for her, a lover 

of  art, music and dance.

“It almost doesn’t sound real when I 

try to describe Carol,” said Marilyn 

Brenner, former president of  the Glen 

Cove Senior Activity Generational 

Endowment, or SAGE, Foundation, a 

charity that raises funds for senior center 

programs. Waldman created the founda-

tion in 2005. “I have never seen anyone 

who loves and cares for the people that 

she serves more than she does,” Brenner 

said. 

As program coordinator, Waldman got 

to know the seniors and their needs. In 

2001 she became the center’s executive 

director, and in 2002 she went back to 

school part-time at Hofstra University, 

and earned a master’s in gerontology to 

build a stronger foundation. The degree 

also allows her to do counseling and case 

management.

She appears to be a perfect fit for her 

job. Sherri Meaghar, the center’s social 

worker, calls her “Jewish Mother There-

sa.” “I really have never met anybody like 

her before,” Meaghar said. “She just cares 

so deeply about people … She has so 

much warmth. I’ve learned so much from 

working with her.” 

While Waldman is often described as 

compassionate, she can also be tough. 

Meaghar has seen her describe the cen-

ter’s programs with passion — and then 

vehemently advocate for funding from the 

County Legislature. 

By all accounts, Waldman cares not 

only for seniors, but also for everyone 

around her. Several people teared up as 

they talked about her. “She teaches me 

something every day,” said her daughter, 

Laura. “I feel beyond lucky to have her as 

my mom. She’s just the wisest, kindest, 

most thoughtful person.”

Although her job is technically a politi-

cal appointment, Waldman has no politi-

cal affiliation, and has worked with a 

number of  city administrations. “She’s a 

very, very special person,” said Mayor 

Reggie Spinello. “There are many stories 

that I’ve gotten from people … they found 

a home with Carol.

“I noticed right away there was some-

thing special about her,” said her hus-

band, John, who met her when they were 

both seniors at Lehman College. “It’s all 

genuine. It’s who she is at the core. She’s 

just a phenomenally generous, compas-

sionate and intelligent person.”

Working in a field on the border of  life 

and death, Waldman and her staff  lose 

friends each year — and grieving is an 

important part of  the job. “It’s OK to 

grieve, and she kind of  taught me that,” 

said Laurie Huenteo, Waldman’s secre-

tary, recalling occasions of  hugging and 

crying together in her office. “That it’s 

important to really acknowledge the feel-

ings when they’re there.” 

One of  Waldman’s friends is the for-

mer pastor of  the First Presbyterian 

Church of  Glen Cove, Betsy Simpson. 

When Simpson’s husband died two years 

ago, she opened up to Waldman. “It made 

a huge positive difference to know I had 

somebody who knew what I was going 

through that I could just talk to as a 

friend, but who had expertise,” Simpson 

recalled. “She’s a very giving person, and 

that has always inspired me to be a better 

person. And there aren’t a lot of  people 

that can say, ‘Well, this person inspires me 

to be a better me, and this is a person I 

know.’”

In November 2016, Waldman organized 

a day-long seminar on aging at Hofstra 

University, titled “Shifting the Perspec-

tive: Aging and Creativity,” a joint effort 

of  Hofstra’s National Center for Subur-

ban Studies and the senior center. She cre-

ated the programs, invited the speakers 

and raised the money to put the event 

together. The event was a success, no 

doubt because it was a physical manifes-

tation of  her passion — to raise aware-

ness and educate the public about the 

growing population of  seniors. 

These days, she also continues to pur-

sue her love of  antiques. She and John 

have a business called the Back Roads 

Collection, with an inventory they keep in 

a massive barn behind their farmhouse 

in Connecticut. 

Waldman plans to stay in her position 

at the senior center as long as she can. 

Then maybe, when she has the time, she 

said, she’ll go back to school and study for 

a  doctorate. Do some traveling. And add 

to her own story.

Continued from page 1

Photos courtesy Carol Waldman 

Carol Waldman, seCond from left, front, is extremely close with her family. Clockwise from top left were her late father, Ed Horwitz;  

her sister-in-law, Sherry Harris; her sister, Michelle Horwitz; her husband, John; and their son and daughter, Steve and Laura.

Joanne seneCal, left, former senior 

center site manager and now a member, 

has worked with Waldman for several 

decades. 

a selection of Carol Waldman’s  

accomplishments

 ■  Guest speaker at universities, clubs, organizations

 ■  Board member, Glen Cove Inter-Agency Council

 ■  Created Glen Cove SAGE Foundation

 ■  Chair, Nassau County Senior Service Providers Coalition

 ■  Board member, Nassau County Senior Advisory Board

 ■  Former board member, Melillo Center

 ■  Former vice president, Glen Cove IAC

 ■  Former president, Long Island Coalition for the Aging

 ■  Produced “Equal Grace,” a short documentary about ageism
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Dan and Ann DiPietro, of  Sea Cliff, 

took a 10:30 a.m. flight to D.C. to march 

in the Women’s March on Jan. 20. 

Their daughter, Gillian, brought her 

five-month-old to the Women’s March 

held in in New York City that day. She 

and her brother, Daniel DiPietro, who 

also marched, believed it was impor-

tant to let President Donald Trump — 

who had been inaugurated as our 45th 

President the day before — know that 

women’s rights are important to every-

one. But her daughter was not the 

youngest at the march. Many families 

marched in New York and in Washing-

ton D.C., with parents carrying chil-

dren or pushing strollers with infants. 

And there were many elderly march-

ers too — some using walkers. 

It’s estimated that 500,000 people 

attended the Women’s March in Wash-

ington and 250,000 in New York City. 

People in cities around the world also 

participated and there were local pro-

tests.

The march was created to send a 

message that women’s rights are 

human rights. 

Protestors take to the streets in support of women’s rights

Courtesy Ryan Hedlund

BOB GEMELLI (MIDDLE), joined by his family, the Glen Cove Chamber of Commerce, 

and the Glen Head-Glenwood Business Association to celebrate Gemelli Gourmet Market 

North’s grand opening.

Residents and community members 

came out to celebrate the grand opening 

for Gemelli Gourmet Market North on 

Jan. 27 in Glen Head. The Gemelli fami-

ly held a ribbon cutting ceremony with 

members of  the Glen Cove Chamber of  

Commerce and the Glen Head-Glenwood 

Business Association near the entrance 

of  their store, which officially had 

opened on Nov. 17, 2016.

The Gemelli family has operated 

their business in Long Island since 1988. 

Their origins however date back to 1969 

when the store’s founder Gelsomina 

Cosentino, more commonly known as 

Mama Gemelli, emigrated from Naples, 

Italy, to pursue the American dream. 

Their first store was a huge success in 

Babylon.

 “We want to continue her legacy 

here on the North Shore,” Adriana 

Schutz said, granddaughter of  Cosenti-

no. “I want customers to feel as if  

they’re a part of  our family whenever 

they come here. We’re such a close-knit 

family that we want our consumers to 

be a part of  this as well.”

Adriana’s grandmother died in July 

2015 and the family felt that opening 

this store was the best way to honor her. 

Gemelli cements its Glen Head legacy 

Town of  Oyster Bay 

Supervisor John Venditto, 

who is facing federal cor-

ruption charges, resigned 

in early January. His term 

was to end in December 

2017.

“ T h r o u g h o u t  m y 

career in town govern-

ment, one consideration 

rose above all others: 

Namely, what is best for 

the Town of  Oyster Bay 

and its residents?” Vendit-

to, 67, said in a statement. 

“Accordingly, I have decided to leave my 

position as the Oyster Bay Town supervi-

sor . . . It will be difficult, if  not impossi-

ble, for me to function as 

the town supervisor going 

forward, as I focus on 

clearing my name.”

The U.S. Department of  

Justice announced on Oct. 

20 that Venditto, Nassau 

County Executive Edward 

Mangano and Mangano’s 

wife, Linda, had been 

arrested on charges of  

bribery, extortion, wire 

fraud and obstruction of  

justice. 

Venditto and Mangano 

are accused of  recurring “bribes and 

kickbacks.” They pleaded not guilty, as 

did Linda Mangano. 

Supervisor John Venditto steps down

JOHN VENDITTO

Courtesy Laura Lane

IN NEW YORK City crowds let their concerns be known with signs and chants.
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February March

YEAR IN REVIEW

“Black History is American History,” 

says filmmaker Shukree Hassan Tilgh-

man. Her documentary was shown to 

eight grade social studies classes at Fin-

ley Middle School. Afterwards Tracy Gar-

rison-Feinberg, director of  Claire Fried-

lander Education Institute at the Holo-

caust Memorial and Tolerance Center of  

Nassau County asked students: “Should 

there be a Black History Month?”

The social studies teachers teamed up 

with Garrison-Feinberg at the behest of  

Finley’s principal, Nelson Iocolano. The 

program used the documentary “Should 

Black History Be: More than a Month” to 

explore how different cultures are 

acknowledged in the study of  American 

history and throughout American cul-

ture. The students spent one class period 

over the course of  two days to talk about 

how different cultures — in particular 

African-American culture — have shaped 

American culture.

The students explored their personal 

origins and ethnicities. They also read 

and discussed George Ella Lyon’s poem, 

“Where I’m From,” and then wrote their 

own poems about where they come from.  

Then they chose a quote from a famous 

African-American, and wrote their selec-

tions on a paper cutout of  their traced 

hands and glued them to a cardboard tree.

The first issue of  the Glen Cove Her-

ald Gazette was mailed to subscribers 

and was available on newsstands on 

March 2.

The new community resource, a 

result of  the Gold Coast Gazette joining 

forces with Herald Community News-

papers, committed to providing home-

town news exclusively for the City of  

Glen Cove.

In the Feb. 16 issue of  the Gold Coast 

Gazette there was an announcement 

several changes were in store for the 

publication. Two new papers would 

replace the Gazette, the Glen Cove Her-

ald Gazette, which would cover the City 

of  Glen Cove, and the Sea Cliff/Glen 

Head Herald Gazette, to cover all the 

communities in the North Shore School 

District.

Exploring diverse cultures and the  
impact of African-American history

Big changes ahead 
for the Gazette

Glen Cove Herald 
Gazette’s first issue

Courtesy Lissa Harris

GABRIELLE GOODYEAR, 13, helped to create the tolerance tree.

In the wake of  several corruption 

scandals involving Long Island elected 

officials, Nassau County Legislator 

Laura  Cur ran (D-Baldwin)  was 

endorsed by county Democrats on Jan. 

30 to run for county executive, the first 

woman to be nominated for the position 

by a major party. 

At a press conference packed with 

hundreds of  supporters at the Long 

Island Marriott in Uniondale, county 

Democratic Committee Chairman Jay 

Jacobs lauded Curran as an indepen-

dent-minded candidate who would root 

out graft and fix the county’s finances. 

Jacobs also announced the party’s 

support for Jack Schnirman, the Long 

Beach city manager, as its pick for coun-

ty comptroller, and described the two 

candidates as a “dynamic, talented and 

visionary team that knows exactly 

what’s going to be needed to bring this 

county back to where we should be.”

Curran, 48, announced her campaign 

in November, and pledged in January to 

implement an ethics plan that includes 

imposing term limits on elected offi-

cials; rewriting the county’s whistle-

blower law to encourage employees to 

report unethical behavior; and ending 

“the era of  nepotism and political favor-

itism in county hiring.” She also said 

she wants to strengthen financial disclo-

sure forms to include relatives who do 

business with the county, and hire an 

inspector general to investigate county 

contracting.

In a historic election, Curran became 

the first Democratic woman to be elect-

ed to the county executive seat. 

Laura Curran gets the nod for 
Nassau county executive

LAURA CURRAN

This year marked the first time that a 

mother and son lead Glen Cove’s St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade. Julie and Christopher 

Albin, lifelong Locust Valley residents, 

were the grand marshals in what is per-

haps the city’s most popular event. This 

year’s parade was Glen Cove’s 29th. 

The parade was organized and spon-

sored by the Glen Cove Hibernians.

The grand marshals are traditionally 

chosen by a committee of  Hibernians 

based on their work for the organization 

and their community service. 

“It’s a big thing to be chosen,” said 

Julie, a member of  the Ladies Ancient 

Order of  Hibernians. 

Chris, a registered nurse and a detec-

tive with the Glen Cove Police Depart-

ment, said he was surprised to find out 

that he would lead the parade. “It’s quite 

an honor to share this with Mom,” he 

said.  

Laura Lane/Herald Gazette

THIS YEAR’S GRAND marshals for Glen 

Cove’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade were a 

mother and son — Julie and Christopher 

Albin.

Mother and son served as grand 
marshals for St. Pat’s parade
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March

Sea Cliff  Mayor Ed Lieberman read a letter 

at Glen Cove’s planning board meeting on 

March 7, prior to a vote on Phase Two of  the 

Garvies Point Project, which includes the con-

struction of  a five-story, 167-unit condominium 

building, a new park as well as a dog park, and 

a boardwalk.

Construction on the large-scale, multi-year 

project officially began on March 13 and is still 

in the beginning stages, even though the 

groundbreaking ceremony was in December 

2016. Between December and March property 

developer RXR Realty worked acquiring build-

ing permits and finalizing designs. 

On Oct. 16, Nassau County Supreme Court 

Judge James McCormack dismissed the last of  

three lawsuits filed against the Garvies Project, 

which focused on Phase Two of  the project, and 

the condominium building — Building B. 

The suit was filed by the Committee for a 

Sustainable Waterfront, David Berg, Roger 

Friedman and Amy Peters against the develop-

er, city and several city agencies. They call 

themselves  “a group of  concerned Long Island-

ers who have joined together to fight the over-

development of  the Garvies Point Waterfront 

project.” 

 Chronicling the developing Garvies Point Waterfront project 

The City Council voted to award East 

Coast USA Construction a contract to 

complete the Morgan Park lower bath-

house renovations. The construction com-

pany, which submitted the lower of  two 

bids, estimated the renovation cost at 

$259,000. The other bid, for $644,000, came 

from Woodstock Construction Group. The 

renovation cost was approved as part of  

the capital budget at a previous council 

meeting. 

The lower restrooms in Morgan Park 

have not been renovated since they were 

built in 1932, though they have been 

cleaned, repainted and brought up to san-

itary code every year since. The renova-

tions included heavy epoxy flooring, 

which is estimated to last about 30 years, 

graffiti-proof  stall dividers and new fix-

tures, including new sinks. The rest-

rooms’ exterior looks the same. The 

brickwork remained, and minor patch-

work was done on certain areas. The 

major change was the roof. The plan was 

to replace the existing slate tiles with a 

resin that looks like slate. In keeping with 

the city’s plan to become a Certified Clean 

Energy Community, LED lights were 

installed. Since the restrooms are not 

heated or air-conditioned, energy use is 

projected to be minimal. 

Danielle Agoglia/Herald 

TO TURN THE water on, one needs to press a button on the wall. The sinks will be 

replaced. 

April

Renovations ‘to keep that 1932 Morgan 
Park look, inside and out’ 

YEAR IN REVIEW

“Now that I’ve lost everything to you” 

— the first line of  Cat Stevens’s “Wild 

World” — were the only lyrics Troy 

Ramey, 32, had to sing during his audi-

tion for NBC’s “The Voice” before Blake 

Shelton slammed his red button. Turning 

to face Ramey, Shelton made it clear that 

he wanted the Sea Cliff  resident on his 

team. 

But Shelton wasn’t the only coach 

interested in Ramey. Thirty seconds later, 

Adam Levine hit his button, followed by 

Gwen Stefani. And finally, Alicia Keys 

was onboard too. 

Ramey received a four-chair turn-

around during his audition — a huge 

compliment for anyone hoping to be a 

contestant on the show.

Ramey had the pick of  four superstars 

to coach him through the show, in the 

hope of  winning the grand prize — a 

record deal with Universal Music Group. 

Ramey chose to cover John Mayer’s ver-

sion of  “Free Fallin,’” which reached No. 

1 on the iTunes rock chart, but it was his 

last performance on “The Voice.” On 

April 24, the audience chose Mark Isaiah, 

19, to move on to the next round. 

Sea Cliff resident Troy Ramey 
auditioned for ‘The Voice’

Courtesy NBC Universal and Caelum Productions 

SEA CLIFF RESIDENT Troy Ramey was a fan favorite on “The Voice.” 

Courtesy RXR Realty 

THE GARVIES POINT Waterfront project will include one of several luxury developments that are part of the revitalization of Glen 

Cove.  
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May

The demolition of  the obsolete inciner-

ator at the Department of  Public Works 

yard on Morris Avenue began on Friday, 

May 5.  

After Unitech Services Group Inc. com-

pleted an abatement on the roof, which 

was found to contain asbestos, Total 

Wrecking and Environmental began the 

demolition. 

The demolition is part of  the water-

front improvements the city is undertak-

ing on the south side of  the creek and will 

cost the city $2.1 million. 

The city had operated the incinerator 

from 1979 through the 1980s, when there 

was much less public concern about the 

damaging environmental effects of  burn-

ing waste and sewage.  There are plans to 

eliminate the nearby composting area too 

and perhaps make room for additional 

play areas. There are three ball fields 

across the street from all the industry on 

Morris Avenue. 

Jim Byrne, the former director of  the 

Glen Cove DPW and Dan Cox, chairman 

of  the city’s recreation commission, think 

the property where the incinerator once 

stood may be turned into a parking lot to 

support the three ballparks in the area. 

 Incinerator demolition begins right on schedule

Photo Courtesy City of Glen Cove

FORMER GLEN COVE DPW Director Jim Byrne and Mayor Reggie Spinello made sure everything went smoothly during the incinerator 
demolition. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

On May 16, the Glen Cove City School 

District 2017-18 budget passed 590 to 172. 

The budget was just over $85.9 million, a 

$2.2 million increase over the current 

year’s spending plan. 

In the approved budget, the district 

will collect $66.8 million in property 

taxes, an increase of  $912,338 from the 

current year.

A total of  728 residents came out to 

vote this year for the budget and new 

Board of  Education Trustees, compared 

to last year’s 1,044. 

The two new Board of  Education 

trustees are Monica Alexandris-Miller 

and Robert Field, whose children attend 

district schools. Both ran for the first 

time this year in an unopposed election 

to replace Maureen Pappachristou and 

Barrie Dratch, who chose not to run for 

reelection. Alexandris-Miller was voted 

in with 588 votes, and Field with 521. 

The budget will allow for new course 

offerings at Glen Cove High School, the 

preservation of  all current programs and 

a continuation of  security upgrades. The 

district will also improve facilities and 

upgrade the middle school’s gas line.

Cuts were made in administrative 

costs and the district will not hire new 

employees to fill positions that were 

vacated due to retirement. 

Glen Cove City School District  
$85.9 million budget passes

Christina Daly/Herald Gazette

THE TOTAL BUDGET for the Glen Cove City School District for the 2017-18 year will be 
$85,907,869.  

After the Spanish mass at St. 

Patrick’s Church on April 23, hun-

dreds of  Hispanic locals stayed to 

hear Supervising City Court Judge 

Richard McCord, along with many 

county officials and bilingual com-

munity leaders, share information 

regarding the services that are 

available to them at the court. 

According to McCord, about 

one week after the form at least 

five people came to the court to ask 

questions about parking tickets 

and crime issues. McCord said this 

is a great sign of  progress. 

“Actions speak louder than 

words,” McCord said. “The fact 

that they so quickly after the 

forum are stepping up and exercis-

ing the rights that they have avail-

able to them, I find it to be very 

remarkable and long overdue.” 

Glen Cove Chamber of  Com-

merce President Hender Alvarez 

also spoke in Spanish, which he 

said was greatly appreciated by 

the audience. “People were very 

appreciative of  the community 

and the leadership of  the commu-

nity coming together to and trying 

to help,” he said. He noted that 

many people in the community 

were impressed and shocked from 

this initiative. After the forum, 

residents were able to mingle with 

city and county officials in a more 

casual setting during a light break-

fast provided by the Glen Cove 

YMCA. 

Court’s Hispanic outreach eases  
community concerns 

Ryan Hedlund/Herald Gazette

HENDER ALVARADO, PRESIDENT of the Glen Cove 
Chamber of Commerce, addressed the congrega-
tion in Spanish.



D
ec

em
b
er

 2
8

, 2
0

1
7

 —
 G

LE
N

 C
O

VE
 H

ER
A
LD

 G
A
ZE

TT
E

8

June

YEAR IN REVIEW

RXR Realty, the group that is develop-

ing Garvies Point, faced an obstacle in the 

Village Square revitalization when the 

one tenant housed in a 2,000-square-foot 

parcel — Dr. Joseph Onorato — refused to 

relocate. RXR purchased the rest of  the 

2.8 acres of  property through a private 

sale. 

The Glen Cove Industrial Development 

Agency said that it would continue the 

eminent-domain proceedings it began in 

mid-January. The project will include a 

16,500-square-foot public plaza, restau-

rants, retail stores and 146 studios, and 

one- and two-bedroom apartments. The 

IDA moved forward with approvals for 

the project, including PILOTS at the meet-

ing on Aug. 22. 

During the first three years of  con-

struction, RXR will pay the IDA just over 

$183,000 annually, which is more than the 

current tax bill of  around $154,400. The 

payments will increase 2 percent per year 

for the following 15 years, after which the 

property will revert to the tax rolls. Addi-

tionally, there will be a one-time payment 

in lieu of  parking, because the project 

does not have the amount of  on-site park-

ing required by city code. This fee will be 

about $192,000, and the city plans to use 

that money to repair the Brewster Street 

garage. 

Above-ground demolition began on 

Sept. 7 before the contract was finalized 

between the doctor’s office and RXR. 

On Sept. 15, after nearly six months of  

negotiations, RXR reached an agreement 

with All Island Realty to purchase the 

final parcel. During the two-year recon-

struction, Onorato’s office will move to a 

temporary 3,000-square-foot office at 3 

School St. Once the project is complete, 

the office will return to a ground-floor, 

1,900-square-foot office condominium in 

the new Village Square. 

RXR is paying the rent for the tempo-

rary School Street location, in addition to 

relocation costs. 

Village Square work is underway

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

THE VILLAGE SQUARE project is being considered the gateway to the waterfront.

The day honoring and celebrating 

veterans who sacrificed their lives for 

our freedom took a different turn — 

literally — when the Polish National 

Home of  Glen Cove’s float and its 

members were allegedly asked to leave 

during the middle of  the Glen Cove 

Memorial Day Parade. 

The Polish National Home, which 

has been a part of  the Glen Cove com-

munity for over 100 years, said they 

followed parade protocol like they had 

in the past. 

Anthony Anzalone, the Memorial 

Day parade committee chairman, did 

not witness the incident, but said Vin-

cent Martinez, one of  the parade mar-

shals, was patrolling the sidelines and 

heard the Polish float playing music. 

Martinez said that no music other 

than the marching bands was allowed 

during the parade so that all move-

ment is synchronized. Martinez alleg-

edly told the Polish float to leave the 

parade. 

Polish Home President Elizabeth 

Majewska said they tried briefly rea-

soning with Martinez, but he wouldn’t 

listen. For the 2018 parade, several pro-

cedures will be changed. Anzalone 

said the committee would allow floats 

playing patriotic music. Additionally, 

participating organizations with floats 

will be sent a form to sign, asking 

them to comply with all rules.

Parade marred by Polish float exclusion

Tab Hauser/Herald Gazette 

WHILE OTHER COMMUNITY groups marched, the Polish Home’s float was stopped mid-

parade and reprimanded for playing music. 

To combat the “summer from hell” 

that was expected to result from ser-

vice cuts at Penn Station, a temporary 

LIRR ferry service ran from Cove to 

Manhattan starting July 10. New York 

Cruise Lines operated one ferry out of  

Glen Cove at 6:10 a.m. and arrived at 

Wall Street at 7:30 a.m.; departed from 

Wall Street at 4:30 p.m. and arrived at 

Glen Cove at 5:50 p.m. The other was 

operated by National Ferry, which 

departed at 6:35 a.m. and arrived at 

East 34th Street at 7:45 a.m.; left East 

34th Street at 6:20 p.m. and arrived at 

Glen Cove at 7:30 p.m.

The move did not come without 

opposition. Sea Cliff  residents were 

concerned about traffic congestion 

and environmental ef fects to the 

creek. However low ridership numbers 

negated any potential traffic increase. 

On the first day of  service, about 

100 passengers boarded the two fer-

ries, which together could carry more 

than 300 people. Glen Cove Harbor 

Patrol escorted each ferry during the 

departures and returns throughout 

the summer. Despite lower than antici-

pated ridership numbers, which city 

officials said was potentially due to 

the schedule, the city still viewed the 

LIRR ferry as a trial run for a perma-

nent Glen Cove ferry and released a 

Request for Proposals in September to 

move it forward. The RFP will also 

include a recreational aspect. On the 

other hand, those who opposed the 

ferry viewed the low ridership as a 

sign that a permanent ferry would not 

be successful.

Glen Cove made a smooth ferry debut

Tab Hauser/Herald Gazette



July

YEAR IN REVIEW

The bleachers at Glen Cove High 

School’s J.C. Maiden Field were filled to 

capacity with proud family members 

who came to watch the class of  2017 

graduate on June 25. 

“Thank you all for being such fantas-

tic individuals,” Principal Antonio San-

tana told the graduates. “Thank you for 

enriching my life over the last two 

years. It’s really been awesome.” 

Superintendent Dr. Maria Rianna 

reminded parents of  how proud they 

should be of  the seniors. “The time with 

them, listening and working with them, 

has been a tremendous experience,” 

Rianna said. “They are a very special 

group of  young people, diverse in their 

dreams, in their skills and their many 

talents, but very similar in their pas-

sion, their sense of  community and in 

their hearts.”

Valedictorian Julie Micko, Salutato-

rian Geovani Flores, Honorarian Laura 

Roesch and senior class President 

Anthony James Perfetti also spoke, and 

thanked their classmates for enriching 

their high school experience and pre-

paring them to go out into the workforce 

with open minds and hearts. 

Glen Cove High School graduates 
demonstrate the power of diversity

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette 

GCHS GRADUATES THANKED their teach-

ers for the memorable experiences. 

In collaboration with the Youth 

Bureau, the Glen Cove Downtown 

Business Improvement District beauti-

fied the Brewster Street parking 

garage, inside and out. Throughout 

July, members of  the Youth Bureau 

painted directional  signs in the 

garage, making it easier for drivers to 

find their way. The Capital Improve-

ment Committee paid for the stencils 

and materials, and the Aboff ’s store 

donated the paint. 

In addition to the new signage, the 

BID implemented an irrigation system 

outside the garage, replaced parking 

garage signs on the streets. They hope 

to eventually create a painted mural. 

BID, Youth Bureau spruce up garage

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

YOUTH BUREAU MEMBER Mykaela 

Pajuelo helped paint new red signage in 

the Brewster Street garage. 
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A Different Kind of 
Consignment Boutique

New Evening Wear Collection now available!

FALL PIECES ARRIVING DAILY!

516-801-0028 • 310 Sea Cliff Avenue, Sea Cliff
Hours: Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 11-5

Thursday 11-7 • Sunday 11-2

Furniture • Shoes • Boots • Coats • Sweaters
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Bags • Jewelry • Accessories • Skirts • Pants

DéjàVu

954884

A Different Kind of Consignment Boutique

Evening Wear Collection
now available!

HAUPPAUGE • Bethpage • Uniondale • Calverton

Contribute Today to

islandharvest.org • 631-873-4775

Because… 
hunger is closer 
than you think

Consider making 
a year-end tax 

deductible 
contribution to  
Island Harvest 

Food Bank
Island Harvest has attained a   

4 Star Rating by  

Charity Navigator, the nation’s 

largest charity watchdog
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ATTENTION STUDENTS & PARENTS
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Opportunity is Knockin’!

Application forms available online at:

click on  Member Services       click on  Internships

www.nynewspapers.comPA
New York Press Association

F O U N D A T I O N

The New York Press Association Foundation is sponsoring a paid 
summer internship at this newspaper for a qualified journalism student.

Any student currently enrolled in a recognized journalism program 
is eligible to compete for an internship with a 

net $2,500 stipend provided by NYPA.   Applicants must attend 
college during the 2018-2019 academic year.

Hurry!  Application deadline is March 1, 2018. 

Paid Summer Internship 
Position Available

ARE YOU A COLLEGE STUDENT?  ARE YOU THE PARENT OF A STUDENT?  
DO YOU KNOW A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO WANTS TO EARN $2,500 THIS SUMMER?

PA
New York Press Association

F O U N D A T I O N



August

On Aug. 8, U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement and Enforce-

ment Removal Operations said offi-

cers arrested 32 convicted sexual 

offenders throughout Long Island, 

including a 36-year-old Salvadoran 

man who may have been from Glen 

Cove. He was arrested on July 25 in 

Glen Cove by ICE, as were others 

that had been found guilty of  com-

mitting sexual crimes and were 

undocumented. The Salvadoran 

man had been convicted of  raping a 

15-year-old victim, and sentenced to 

10 years of  probation supervision. 

The recent arrests by ICE 

occurred over a 10-day period ending 

on August 3. Law enforcement is 

referring to the arrests as Operation 

Sex Offender Alien Removal (SOAR). 

The 32 individuals were from 

Nassau and Suffolk counties with 

past criminal convictions ranging 

from sexual abuse to attempted rape. 

Of  those arrested, 12 are registered 

sexual offenders. 

According to ICE, the arrestees 

with outstanding orders of  deporta-

tion, or those who returned to the 

United States illegally after being 

deported, were required to leave the 

country immediately. 

ICE arrests man in Glen Cove in an Islandwide dragnet

Courtesy U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND Customs Enforcement arrested 36 people from Long Island who commit-

ted sex-related crimes, as part of Operation Sex Offender Alien Removal.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Derek Cosme, 15, of  Glen Cove, 

died on Aug. 2 of  a self-inflicted gun-

shot wound. Police said the boy and 

two friends were playing with a 

licensed, loaded handgun at a house 

on Williams Street when Derek acci-

dentally shot himself  in the temple. 

He was pronounced dead at the 

scene. 

Police did not release the names 

of  the two friends, but said they 

were both 16. Glen Cove Lt. Detective 

John Nagle said that one of  them 

contacted a neighbor and asked for 

help after Derek was shot, and the 

neighbor called police. 

Nassau County police spokesman 

Vincent Garcia said the boy did not 

live at the house, but the gun was 

licensed to a resident. He added that 

there are no laws governing the safe-

keeping of  firearms in Nassau 

County. Nagle confirmed that a 

female resident of  the house is a for-

mer Nassau County corrections offi-

cer, but he would not say whether it 

was her gun that killed Derek. 

Teen gunplay 
turns fatal
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RAFFLE EVERY HOUR

FREE GREEN DRINKS

BONE BROTH TASTING

(SHOP ON JAN.1 - YOU’LL BE ENTERED 

TO WIN AN APPLE iWATCH!)

OPEN 10 AM - 6 PM
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September

Marguerite Holmes Suozzi, who was 

related in one way or another to several 

of  Glen Cove’s most powerful elected 

leaders but refused to get involved in pol-

itics, died at age 93 on Sept. 2, of  natural 

causes. Although she was unfailingly 

committed to Glen Cove, her family 

members always came first. They were at 

her bedside when she died. 

Suozzi was the wife of  the late Joseph 

Suozzi, who was the youngest city judge 

ever elected in the U.S., a state Supreme 

Court justice, an Appellate Division jus-

tice and one of  Glen Cove’s most power-

ful mayors. 

She was the mother of  U.S. Rep. 

Thomas Suozzi, who also served as the 

city’s mayor, as did two other Suozzis — 

Marguerite’s brother-in-law Jimmy, and 

his son, Ralph.

Many will remember her for her stew-

ardship of  the popular Morgan Park 

Summer Festival — free weekly concerts 

in Glen Cove. She who hired the enter-

tainment and chaired the festival, which 

she did for 56 years. 

She was athletic, a devoted Catholic, 

had an adventurous spirit and was a life-

long learner. 

Marge Suozzi dies at 93, after a life  
of giving to her community

Tab Hauser/Herald Gazette

MARGE SUOZZI PASSED the baton given 

to her by Laura Pratt 56 years ago, when 

Suozzi agreed to chair the Morgan Park 

Summer Festival, to her son Tom.

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

ERIC SHUMAN, 36, is the new activities coordinator for the Glen Cove Senior Center

YEAR IN REVIEW

Last week, the Glen Cove Senior Cen-

ter welcomed with open arms Eric Shu-

man, the new activities coordinator. Shu-

man, 36, moved to Glen Cove with his fam-

ily seven years ago. 

His background is as a physical educa-

tion teacher and program director for 15 

years in the Great Neck School District. 

He’s also been a director at Camp Hillel in 

Lawrence, where he did program schedul-

ing and hiring. 

Shuman hopes to incorporate more 

physical activities into the center, includ-

ing a bocce court, an indoor putting green 

and the game of  pickleball, which he 

brought to Cove Sports Academy and 

Stanco Park. 

He also has plans to offer more trips 

outside of  the community, work more 

with other senior centers and explore the 

possibility of  expanding by adding eve-

ning activities. Ideas are welcomed. 

New activities coordinator comes  
to the Glen Cove Senior Center
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Ophthalmic Consultants of Long Island (OCLI) was the fi rst ophthalmology 
practice in New York and one of the FIRST practices in the United States 
to utilize the femtosecond laser for performing cataract removal. This 
breakthrough in technology can make the procedure more precise, more 
predictable, and better than ever before. That is why OCLI is setting the 
standard in laser cataract surgery.

LASER
CATARACT 
SURGERY

SETTING THE
STANDARD IN

East Meadow
Manhasset

East Setauket
Massapequa

Garden City
Mineola

Glen Cove
Plainview

Huntington
Rockville Centre

Lynbrook
Valley Stream

Hewlett
Port Jefferson

LASER CATARACT SURGERY

15 Glen Street, Suite 104

Glen Cove, NY 11542

Come see the OCLI difference. 
Schedule your eye exam today.

516.674.3000 | OCLI.net 

When the diagnosis is cataracts, call OCLI.
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October

YEAR IN REVIEW

Nelson Melgar, 27, has his own office 

in State Assemblyman Charles Lavine’s 

Glen Cove office, where he works as a 

constituent liaison. He was born in Hon-

duras, and can recite the presidents of  

the U.S. in chronological order, knows his 

adopted country’s history and has an 

American flag screensaver. A Glen Cove 

High School graduate, he attended Nas-

sau Community and Hunter colleges, and 

plans to go to law school.

Melgar is the  son of  a coffee bean 

farmer and a cleaning woman, and a 

‘Dreamer’ having been brought to the 

U.S. illegally as a child, but protected 

from deportation by former President 

Obama’s Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals program, enacted in August 

2012. 

On Se pt.  5 ,  President Trump 

announced his intention to end it, and 

gave Congress six months to find a legis-

lative fix to protect the so-called “Dream-

ers.” Trump has said that this would be 

the program recipients’ last opportunity 

to renew their DACA status. 

But Melgar is not eligible to renew, 

because his expiration date is next 

November. Unless Congress makes 

changes, he will no longer be able to work 

for Lavine — or even keep his driver’s 

license — after his status expires. He 

would then be living in the U.S. illegally, 

and could be deported.  

‘Dreamer’ Nelson Melgar won’t  
return to living the shadows

Laura Lane/Herald Gazette

NELSON MELGAR, A Glen Cove High School graduate with DACA status, wants to remain 

in the city to help unify it.

The City of  Glen Cove’s 2018 budget 

passed with a vote of  4-2 on Oct. 24, with 

former councilmen Roderick Watson and 

Timothy Tenke voting against it. 

At the first budget presentation during 

a City Council meeting on Oct. 10, Mayor 

Reggie Spinello said he was pleased with 

the way the spending plan turned out. 

Some residents, however, expressed con-

cerns about the taxes the city has yet to 

receive from the Garvies Point Water-

front project.

The budget lists $2.4 million in build-

ing fees from the waterfront, but Spinello 

said that no tax revenue is due to come in 

from the waterfront in 2018. Several resi-

dents said the building fees is akin to one-

shot revenue, which Spinello said there 

was none of  in the budget.  

According to the budget presentation, 

the city’s debt has been reduced by about 

$10 million since 2013. As a result, 

expenses have decreased by about $3.25 

million, $2.9 million of  which is attribut-

ed to a decrease in debt service payments

At the budget vote, Tenke said he was 

concerned about the large estimated 

increase in building fees, noting that the 

city has only received about $200,000 of  

the $2.7 million it projected in fees for 

2017. Tenke said that because of  the large 

assumptions in the budget, he could not 

support it.

Glen Cove passes 2018 budget

Courtesy City of Glen Cove

THE GLEN COVE 2018 budget passed the 

City Council 4-2.
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New Year’s Eve Open Menu
Seatings: 5 pm, 6 pm, 7:15 pm, 8:30 pm, 9:30 pm, 10:30 pm

Coming in February

Look For Our Roll Back to 1980 Prices
To Celebrate Our 38th Anniversary 

Every Monday in February

La Bussola Ristorante 

40 School Street • Glen Cove NY  11542

(516) 671-2100

End the Year on a High Note, 
Come Dine with us at

“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  9
5

3
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November

The City of  Glen Cove and The Long 

Island Woman Suffrage Association dedi-

cated a Woman Suffrage historic marker 

on Monday on Dosoris Lane, to commem-

orate the 100th anniversary of  women’s 

right to vote in N.Y. 

The historic marker, funded by the Wil-

liam G. Pomero Foundation, recognizes 

the role of  Glen Cove Suffragists Helen 

Sherman Pratt and Florence Gibb Pratt.

The marker was made possible by 

Antonia Petrash, author of  “Long Island 

and the Woman Suffrage Movement” and 

founder of  The Long Island Woman Suf-

frage Association. Through research for 

her book, she discovered the important 

role of  the Pratt sisters in N.Y. Women’s 

Suffrage. She reached out to Glen Cove 

about installing the marker, and the city 

was happy to put it on display. 

The marker is located near the Glen 

Cove YMCA, 135 Dosoris Lane, by the 

Treiber Center outdoor pool.

Two of  the most influential leaders of  

the woman suffrage movement in Glen 

Cove were sisters-in-laws Helen Deming 

Sherman Pratt, wife of  George Du Pont 

Pratt, and Florence Gibb Pratt, wife of  

Herbert Lee Pratt. 

100 years of NYS’s women’s suffrage

Courtesy City of Glen Cove

MAYOR REGGIE SPINELLO, founder of the Long Island Woman Suffrage Association 

Antonia Petrash and Councilwoman Pamela Panzenbeck spoke at the installation of a 

Women’s Suffrage marker to honor the 100th anniversary of Women’s right to vote in N.Y. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

There is a historic building in Glen 

Cove where graffiti covers every inch of  

the interior. But it’s not what you think. 

Situated on Glen Street, The Coles House 

may look like a regular brick and mortar 

shop from the outside. But on Saturday, 

Nov. 11, it stood out from its neighboring 

storefronts thanks to the bright blues, flu-

orescent pinks, and vivid reds spray-

painted on the white siding. 

The building is the oldest house in 

Glen Cove, and has been designated a city 

landmark with architectural details dat-

ing back to 1690. It was once home to one 

of  the city’s five founding families.   

Now owned by Joe LaPadula, the 

building is the home of  First City Proj-

ect, an urban art space with the goal of  

exposing the community to this new 

genre of  art and showcasing up-and-com-

ing artists. Every inch of  the inside, from 

the floor to the ceiling, is covered in 

urban art from not only first-generation 

graffiti writers, but from local artists 

including Glen Cove art teachers and stu-

dents.  

For only the second time since its 

grand opening in March, First City Proj-

ect opened its doors on Nov. 11 for Art in 

Motion, a pop-up art gallery and vendor 

market. The house, with its maze-like lay-

out, was filled with local business and 

artists including vintage goods, street 

food and handmade items. There were 

also exotic cars parked in front courtesy 

of  LaPadula’s custom auto body shop, 

Martino Auto Concepts. 

As a board member of  the Downtown 

Business Improvement District, and a 

real estate investor himself, LaPadula 

understands the importance of  attracting 

people to the city. The event brought peo-

ple from as far as Pennsylvania to shop 

and see the art. 

Tab Hauser/Herald Gazette

World War II Air Force veteran Joseph 

O’Grady, 95, was honored during the sev-

enth-inning stretch of  the Yankees-Mets 

game on Aug. 15. For the lifelong Yankees 

fan and resident of  Glen Cove, it was a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that he 

said was unbelievable. “I couldn’t believe 

it even while it was happening,” he said. 

“The nicest part was so many of  my fami-

ly were there. It brings tears to my eyes.” 

Dressed in his former uniform, a bom-

bardier suit and crusher hat, O’Grady 

walked out to home plate accompanied by 

his son and two grandsons. The crowd 

gave them a standing ovation.

Then the jumbotron displayed a photo 

of  a young Lieutenant O’Grady when he 

served as a bombardier and navigator in 

the war. 

With an emotional smile, O’Grady 

waved his hat at the crowd and sang along 

to “God Bless America” and “Take Me 

Out to the Ballgame.” He happily accept-

ed a game ball and returned to his seat, 

where more than 30 friends and family 

members were proudly waiting. 

After the war, O’Grady was awarded 

the Distinguished Flying Cross and an 

Air Medal with three oak leaf  clusters.

When he was honored at the Yankees 

game in August, he was accompanied by 

his son, Jim O’Grady, and grandsons Mat-

thew and Peter on the field.

World War II veteran honored at  
Subway Series game in the Bronx

Courtesy Ginger Kauppi 

JOSEPH O’GRADY WAS an honored veteran at the Aug. 15 Yankees-Mets game. He was 

joined by his grandson Matthew O’Grady, left, son James O’Grady and grandson Peter 

O’Grady on the field. 

First City Project’s showing is a hit
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December

YEAR IN REVIEW

Parents saw an array of  tech toys and 

more in action at the Glen Cove City 

School District’s first Family Code Night, 

held during the Board of  Education work-

shop on Dec. 4.

Most adults might not know what 

Bloxels, Ozobots and Keva Planks are, but 

their children probably do. Bloxels let you 

build your own video game. With Ozo-

bots, you can create color-coded pathways 

for miniature robots to follow. And Keva 

Planks are the 21st-century version of  

Legos and Lincoln Logs.

The workshop was put on by science, 

technology, research, engineering, art 

and math teachers — whose subjects are 

known collectively as STREAM — from 

Landing, Connolly, Gribbin and Deasy 

schools to show parents the critical think-

ing and problem-solving skills their chil-

dren are using in class. 

More than 100 families of  elementary-

level students signed up for the event. 

“This is really a night for the parents 

to see the great work that they’re doing, 

all the critical thinking, the teamwork 

and collaboration that it takes to be a 21st-

century learner,” said Landing STREAM 

teacher Kenneth Altamirano.

Students and their parents were able 

to choose from nine coding stations, each 

with a different activity that focused on a 

technological skill. Whether it was direc-

tionality, with Bee-Bots, or mapping, with 

the Code-a-Pillar, parents watched their 

children interact with these advanced 

“toys.” 

Students show off their technology 
skills at Board of Education workshop

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

LANDING STUDENTS AMELIA Decker and Claire O’Brien built an intricate tower using 

Keva Planks. 

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY Executive Director Ann Fangmann explained the 

areas the city is studying. 

Courtesy Luigi Greco

CITY COUNCILWOMAN PAMELA Panzenbeck spoke during the ceremony to honor life-

long volunteers and members of St. Rocco’s Church Angelina Anzalone, left, with flowers, 

Yolanda Ruthkowski and Laura DiLeo.

As part of  Glen Cove’s revitalization 

efforts, the city is using a Brownfield 

Opportunity Area program grant to eval-

uate potential redevelopment in an area 

that encompasses the neighborhoods 

along Pratt Boulevard, Sea Cliff  Avenue, 

Cedar Swamp Road and the Glen Street 

Long Island Rail Road station. 

The BOA grant of  $402,100, funded by 

the New York Department of  State, pro-

vides financial and technical assistance 

for the reuse of  areas that have been des-

ignated former brownfields — areas 

where hazardous contamination was a 

concern. The city will kick in $44,678 

toward the studies. 

According to Community Develop-

ment Agency Executive Director Ann 

Fangmann, city officials hope to have a 

draft implementation plan finished by 

next spring. They are now focusing on 

sites including the Orchard Neighbor-

hood, the Glen Street train station, the 

Photocircuits property, the Coles School 

and the Glen Cove Day Care Center. Fang-

mann said the city is also evaluating zon-

ing overall. The Orchard Neighborhood, 

for example, is an Incentive Overlay Dis-

trict, which allows developers such things 

as density bonuses if  they use “green” 

building methods and include streetscape 

improvements. 

“Before we were just in a planning 

phase,” Fangmann said. “Now we’re put-

ting some more concrete numbers to 

things.”

In 1890, a group of  Italians immigrated 

to the U.S. and settled in the Orchard 

Neighborhood in Glen Cove. They would 

become the founders and first members of  

St. Rocco’s Parish, which celebrated its 

80th anniversary on Christmas Eve. 

Together the immigrants formed the St. 

Rocco Society, a mutual aid society. They 

built what was called the Orchard House, a 

place to hold celebrations, activities and 

meetings as well as Sunday masses. They 

built a small chapel nearby, but soon the 

congregation outgrew the space. In 1933, 

the St. Rocco Society and another group, 

the St. Marina Society, purchased land on 

Third Street in Glen Cove. Surrounding 

property owners donated land to the 

groups in the hope of  building a church. 

The community convinced Bishop 

Thomas Molloy of  the Diocese of  Brook-

lyn and St. Patrick’s Church to allow them 

to create a new parish.

Michael Pascucci was chosen as the 

architect, and he modeled the design after 

a church in Sturno, a town in southern 

Italy, from which many residents had emi-

grated. 

The Church of  St. Rocco broke ground 

on July 18, 1937, and was completed by 

Christmas Eve that year. The community 

celebrated with a blessing and first Mass 

by Bishop Thomas Molloy. 

The Rev. Elidoro Capobianco was 

assigned as the church’s first pastor. On 

Dec. 10, parishioners gathered at Chateau 

Briand in Carle Place to celebrate 80 

years of  their Italian Catholic heritage in 

Glen Cove.  

Study looks into neighborhood  
revitalization

St. Rocco’s Church celebrates 80 
years in Glen Cove on Christmas Eve



After a 5-3-6 regular season record 

in Nassau Conference A2, the Glen 

Cove Big Red boys’ soccer returned to 

the playoffs one year removed from a 

county championship.

Despite battling some key injuries 

throughout the season, Glen Cove 

rode its talented roster, sound game-

plan, and stellar coaching into the 

Class A playoff  bracket. 

“We have respect for a bunch of  

teams, and even have reverence for 

those teams but, as we do, we prepare 

for every single opponent,” coach 

Brian Smith said. “To be champions 

you’ve gotta face the best at some 

point, anyway, there is no avoiding 

good teams. In order to be the best 

team, you have to beat the best.”

With three games left on its sched-

ule, Glen Cove needed a key win to 

secure a better-than .500 league record 

to propel it into the playoffs. That is 

when it stomped into Roslyn, taking a 

2-0 victory on the road and pushing its 

league record to two wins over .500.

“The success in that game, just like 

all of  our success, was based on good 

team structure,” said Smith, who 

preaches that idea heavily to his play-

ers. “With good defensive structure, 

that leads to possession time, passing 

in the midfield, leading to creativity, 

opportunities, and eventually goals.”

Glen Cove returns to playoffs

Eric Dunetz/Herald

GLEN COVE’S JELSON Bonilla, right, and 

Edwin Yanes celebrate after Bonilla 

scored in a 2-2 draw against Lawrence 

on Oct. 10.

YEAR IN SPORTS
May October

The Glen Cove girls’ tennis team 

celebrates a stellar 2017 campaign, 

finishing 14-0 this season within Con-

ference III and successfully moves 

back up to Conference II, starting 

next season.

Eventually, one impressive perfor-

mance after another the Lady Big Red 

saw its very successful 2017 season 

come to a close with a matchup 

against Conference I powerhouse 

Syosset in the playoffs.

As for Glen Cove coach Chris 

McDonald, he saw the matchup with 

Syosset as a key learning experience 

for his girls. “That’s good to play top 

Conference I teams like Syosset,” 

McDonald said. “We lost to a very 

good Conference I team but we were 

tough and competed. We’re moving 

back up to Conference II, which is 

also tough, but we want to compete at 

a high level there as well.”

A key ingredient to any successful 

team are hard-working dedicated ath-

letes, which is exactly what Glen Cove 

boasts. Senior Trinity Chow, a varsity 

mainstay since seventh grade, fin-

ished her senior season off  in style as 

the 1st singles constant and gaining 

All-State honors. She has previously 

been named All-County in both her 

sophomore and junior seasons.

Senior Rebecca Tan brought forth 

a 10-4 record, comfortably sliding into 

the important role of  No. 2 singles 

while sophomore Axelle LaBaw 

impressed compiling a 10-4 record as 

well.

Lady Big Red wins conference

Roni Chastain/Herald

SENIOR TRINITY CHOW helped Glen 

Cove capture a conference title and also 

made a run to the Nassau County sin-

gles semifinals to earn All-State honors.

Big Red sets tone for future
Following a league realignment 

after the 2016 Nassau high school 

boys’ tennis season, Glen Cove was 

repositioned back to Conference III-

A, where they have been successful 

as a unit in the past. This past year, a 

9-5 record that saw contributions 

from a multitude of  different players 

gives the Big Red a hopeful glimpse 

into their immediate future.

“We think we have to win the title 

next year,” coach Chris MacDonald 

said when asked what the group has 

in store for the following season. 

“We’ll have a lot of  returning seniors 

next year. It’ll be those guys’ last shot 

at a high school championship which 

is motivation.”

Some of  those returning seniors 

that played a key role this year were 

Will Casale, a talented No. 1 singles 

player and Ryan Greenfield, a skilled 

and athletic No. 2 singles player that 

also competes on Glen Cove’s boys 

soccer team.

Seniors Jose Santos and Sam Isra-

el were a constant doubles pairing 

that combined for only one collective 

loss on the season, whilst compiling 

13 wins in the process.

Alan Gansky and Brandon Kolo-

novich, two eighth graders playing at 

the varsity level, were a top doubles 

pairing that showed true promise for 

the future of  the program. Luciano 

Tuo, another eighth grader with the 

skill level of  a varsity player, served 

as the teams No. 3 singles.

Roni Chastain/Herald

SAM ISRAEL PLAYED a key role in a winning campaign for the Big Red on the ten-

nis courts. Glen Cove enjoyed a four-match win streak from April 19-28.
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT: NASSAU  
COUNTY
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC  
F/K/A GREEN TREE  
SERVICING LLC; Plaintiff(s)
vs. MANUEL N. ORTIZ  
ARROYO A/K/A MANUEL  
ORTIZ; ISIDRA ORTIZ; et al;  
Defendant(s)
Attorney (s) for Plaintiff (s):  
ROSICKI, ROSICKI &  
ASSOCIATES, P.C., 2 Summit  
Court, Suite 301, Fishkill,  
New York, 12524,  
845.897.1600

Pursuant to judgment of  
foreclosure and sale granted  
herein on or about  
September 9, 2016, I will  
sell at Public Auction to the  
highest bidder at Calendar  
Control Part (CCP)  
Courtroom of the Nassau  
County Supreme Court, 100  
Supreme Court Drive,  
Mineola, NY 11501.
On January 9, 2018 at 11:30  
am.
Premises known as 41  
PHILLIPS ROAD, GLEN  
COVE, NY 11542
Section: 30  Block: D-3   Lot:  
1 

ALL that certain plot, piece  
or parcel of land situate,  
lying and being in the City  
of Glen Cove, County of  
Nassau and State of New  
York, known and designated  
as Lot No. 1 in Block D-3 on  
a certain map entitled,  
“Map of Miller Homes at  
Glen Cove, Nassau County,  
surveyed April 25, 1946, by  
Mark L. Diggory, Licensed  
Surveyor” and filed in the  
Office of the Clerk of the  
County of Nassau on August  
7, 1946 as Map No. 4342. 

PUBLIC NOTICES
LGLE1

1228

Search for  notices online at: 
www.mypublicnotices.com 

As more particularly  
described in the judgment of  
foreclosure and sale.
Sold subject to all of the  
terms and conditions  
contained in said judgment  
and terms of sale.
Approximate amount of  
judgment $395,038.37 plus  
interest and costs.
INDEX NO.  6154/09
Karen C. Grant, Esq.,  
Referee
88720

PUBLIC & LEGAL NOTICES
To place a notice here call us 
us at 516-569-4000 x232 
or send an email to:
legalnotices@liherald.com  
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black

forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477
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FRITZ + HOLLANDER
We buy all types of Mid-Century, Art Deco,

50’s to the 70’s Furniture, Lighting, 

Art and Record Collections 

Serving LI, The 5 Boro’s and Westchester

FREE APPRAISALS AND HIGHEST PRICE PAID!

CALL NOW AND ASK FOR ROB @ 914-673-7489

Send Resume to:

info@Vanderbiltpm.com

 136 Glenwood Rd.

Glenwood Landing, NY

Local Property Management 
Firm is Hiring Staff

• Administrative Assistant (P/T)

• Asst. Bookkeeper (P/T)

• Licensed Sales Staff
Commercial Brokerage (F/T- P/T)

www.vanderbiltpm.com
947015
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516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473
(WIRE)) (WIRE))

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

WWW.DAVEWIREMAN.COM

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

FREE ESTIMATES

ALL WORK 

GUARANTEED

 

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

Lic # 54264-RE

• Telephone Jacks

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

COMPETITIVE PRICING

• Telephone Jacks

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

COMPETITIVE PRICING

• Telephone Jacks

FLAT SCREEN TV’S INSTALLED

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

Wireman/CablemanWireman/Cableman

516-433-9473 • 631-667-9473

• Computer Networking

• CAT5/6 Cabling

• Camera Systems

• Cable TV Extensions

• Surround Sound/Stereos

• HDTV Antennas

• Commercial/Residential Trouble Shooting

• Telephone Jacks

T&M GREENCARE
(516)223-4525 • (631)586-3800

TREE SERVICE
WE BEAT ALL

COMPETITORS’ RATES

www.tmgreencare.com
Residential & Commercial

• TREE REMOVAL

• STUMP GRINDING

• PRUNING

• ROOF LINE CLEARING

Seniors, Veterans, Police & Fireman Discounts

Nassau Lic. H2061360000
Suffolk Lic. 35679-H

Owner Operated-Lic./Ins.

Lowest
Rates

FREE
Estimates
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FREE MARKET 

ANALYSIS

949518

Destiny
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

GRACE MERRELL SLEZAK B.A., M.A.

grace.slezak@gmail.com

LICENSED BROKER / PRESIDENT

516-768-1000

9
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Seeking a Client In Need of Long Term,

Full Time Services

Home Care Nursing and Dignitary

Protection Experienced

Willing to Accommodate “Snowbirds”

Contact - Michael at 516-401-3957

REGISTERED NURSE / RETIRED POLICE DETECTIVE

95
48
88TO PLACE

AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5
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4
2

HELP 
CESSPOOL AND  
SEWER SERVICE

“Protecting Our Environment Every Day”

• Fleet of Full Size Vacuum 
Pump Trucks

• Commercial & Residential 
Emergencies

• Serving Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties since 1974 !

Licensed • Insured • Professional

516-433-5110
www.HelpCesspool.com
389 New South Road, Hicksville

NESTOR CHOPIN, C.P.A.
ACCOUNTING & TAX SPECIALISTS FOR

• Individuals

• Small Businesses

• Medical & Health Field Practices

• Contractors

Year-Round Tax Preparation Services

516-759-3400
404 Glen Cove Ave., Suite 202  Sea Cliff

 www.ChopinCPA.com

Se Habla Español
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NEED $$ ?? NEED SPACE??                
Have Old Comic Books To Sell??   Old Toys?? Old Pulps??                                                                                                                

Collectibles?? Have To Move?? Have TV Or Movie Memorabilia??

WE BUY!!
$$ PAID $$

CASH OR TRADE!!
BEST COMICS INTERNATIONAL               

1300 Jericho Tpke, New Hyde Park, NY    
516-328-1900 • www.bestcomics.com
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Chimney King, Ent. Inc.

(516) 766-1666

Fully licensed and insured *H0708010000

• Chimneys Rebuilt, Repaired & Relined

• Stainless Steel Liners Installed

Chimney Cleaning & 
Masonry Services

Done By Firefighters That Care
chimneykinginc.net

FREE 
ESTIMATES

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
FOR  ASPIRING  YOUNG PERFORMERS

Acting • Singing 
Dancing • Musical Theatre

171 Eileen Way, Syosset, New York

(516) 932-9173 • www.Stars-of-Tomorrow.com
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Lube, Oil & Filter

$500
OFF

THE REG. PRICE

ALL VEHICLES

NOT VALID WITH ANY 
OTHER PROMOTIONS

OR OFFERS.

Serving the Community since 1983

277 GLEN COVE AVENUE
Sea Cliff, NY

516-676-2202

www.covetire.com
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HELP WANTED
PUBLISHER’S ASSISTANT

• Send emails to literary agents

• Promote two Amazon e-book titles

• Social media savvy

• 10 hours per week - $17 per hour

WallStreetRosePublishing.com

Respond To: pabobley@gmail.com
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Physical Therapy Rehab At Home

PATRICIA M. LESLIE, P.T.

PHYSICAL THERAPIST

HOME CARE

NASSAU COUNTY

516-671-8976

516-676-8666 FAX

516-996-4783 CELL

36 NORTHFIELD ROAD

GLEN COVE, NY 11542



December

YEAR IN REVIEW

The City Council voted 4-2 to sell the Coles 

School in Glen Cove to Tiegerman, formerly 

the School for Language and Communication 

Development, for $2.1 million at its Dec. 14 

meeting. The school has stood vacant for eight 

years. 

Tiegerman is a not-for-profit school for chil-

dren in pre-K through high school with lan-

guage and autism spectrum disorders. Addi-

tionally, it has a community service agency for 

adults. The pre-K and elementary school is on 

Glen Cove Avenue.

The decision to sell received mixed reviews 

from council members and meeting attendees, 

with Councilmen Efraim Spagnoletti and Rod-

erick Watson voting against the measure.

The city is selling the 1.87 acres at the front 

of  the property, which includes the Coles 

School. Tiegerman officials plan to move their 

middle school program there from its current 

location in Woodside, Queens. 

The city will retain the rear portion, which 

is about two acres and includes open space 

and one building. Mayor Reggie Spinello said 

the goal is to move the Glen Cove Youth 

Bureau to the back so children have open 

space to play. 

The city purchased the school for $2.4 mil-

lion from the Glen Cove City School District in 

2002, and leased it to Solomon Schechter 

School until 2011.

 City to sell Coles School for $2.1M; the property will serve dual organizations

Danielle Agoglia/Herald Gazette

THE COLES SCHOOL will be turned into Tiegerman’s middle school, and the back of the property will be reserved for the city’s 

Youth Bureau.
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Antiques & Vintage ’60s and Earlier
Home Furnishings, Collector Plates,  

Rugs, Figurines & More

TOP DOLLAR PAID! Free Price Quotes

T & R FURNITURE CO.
Call Thomas

516-768-4589 or 718-470-6716

WANTED!

93
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Bathrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Decks • Fences • Windows

Doors • Siding • Sheetrock • Painting • Attics • Carpentry

Masonry • Renovations & Alterations • Stone-Ceramic

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

516-315-5016
www.CedilloConstruction.com
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R
ED Navigating the World of Real Estate Investor Finance?

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS WITH EXPRESS CAPITAL

Express Capital Financing • 2626 East 14th Street Suite 202 • Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-285-0806  •  info@expresscapitalfinancing.com

We’ll help you grow your business through smart capital management strategies.
No tax return, stated income loans up to 5 million, all property types.

Contact us today for a free, no obligation analysis of your company’s financing needs!

• Hard/Bridge Loans up to 90%    •  Fix & Flip Loans

• Multi-unit, Multi-family    •  Commercial, Office, Industrial, Retail, Hotels, more

TO ADVERTISE ON 
THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL
516-569-4000 ext. 286

You are entitled to cost-effective advertising 
placement in more than 330 daily and 

weekly newspapers across New York State!
• Affordable turn-key campaign solutions
• Reach more than 8.3 million readers
• Regional and National placement also available

Contact us today for details!
518-464-6483
irene@nynewspapers.com
www.nynewspapers.com

Are You Seeking Class Action 
Lawsuit Plaintiffs?

ATTENTION LAW FIRMS

94
35
83
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In late 1916, Brooklyn’s Inez Milholland 

Boissevain, a prominent New York 

attorney and suffragist, was traveling 

the country, demanding equal rights 

for women, including the right to vote. By 

the time she reached the West Coast, she 

was exhausted, and she collapsed during a 

speaking engagement in Los Angeles, 

according to inezmilhollandcentennial.com.

Milholland Boissevain died of  perni-

cious anemia, an inability to absorb B-12, 

on Nov. 25, 1916, becoming a martyr of  the 

suffragist movement. Women 

by the thousands gathered in 

Washington, D.C., on Jan. 10, 

1917, to remember her, and to 

call on the federal government 

to respect the rights of  women.

Three years later, women 

were finally granted the right 

to vote, when Congress passed 

the Constitution’s 19th 

Amendment.

Yes, unbelievably, for 144 

years of  our nation’s history, 

women couldn’t vote — and 

thus didn’t have a voice in gov-

ernment. We mustn’t forget 

that.

Today, women are far better off  than 

they were a century ago, but in many ways 

they still struggle. They earn only 79 cents 

on the dollar when compared with men 

doing the same work. Women are still often 

subject to discrimination in the workplace. 

And too often they are belittled and objecti-

fied by men.

That is why we must recognize Women’s 

History Month in March. Women’s strug-

gle for equal rights continues to this day.

Women’s History Month started as a 

small-town school celebration in Sonoma, 

Calif., in 1978, according to history.com. 

There were presentations at dozens of  

schools. Afterward, hundreds of  students 

took part in a “Real Woman” essay contest, 

and there was a parade in downtown Santa 

Rosa.

In 1980, President Jimmy Carter 

declared the week of  March 8 National 

Women’s History Week. The following year, 

Congress passed a resolution establishing 

a national celebration, and because of  lob-

bying efforts by the National Women’s His-

tory Project, that celebration 

was extended in 1987 to the 

entire month of  March.

International Women’s Day 

was first marked on March 8, 

1911, and is annually celebrat-

ed throughout the world. The 

United Nations has sponsored 

the day since 1975. According 

to the U.N., the day is needed 

“to recognize the fact that 

securing peace and social 

progress and the full enjoy-

ment of  human rights and 

fundamental freedoms 

requires the active participa-

tion, equality and development of  

women.” This year’s theme for the day is 

Be Bold for Change.

In Nassau County, a number of  events 

will honor women throughout March. Here 

are a few.

Just Desserts

Nassau County Executive Ed Mangano 

and the Nassau County Society for the Pre-

vention of  Cruelty to Animals invite resi-

dents to nominate “extraordinary women” 

who make a difference in Nassau County, 

give back to their communities, inspire 

and lead by example. A celebration of  their 

achievements — called Just Desserts — 

will be held on May 18, at 6 p.m., at the Cra-

dle of  Aviation Museum in Garden City.

The Just Desserts Celebration will bene-

fit the NCSPCA, which partners with the 

Safe Center LI to house the pets of  domes-

tic violence victims. Tickets for the event 

are $20 each, and guests will have the 

chance to sample a variety of  signature 

desserts from several local bakeries. 

Tickets will sell out quickly, and will not 

be available at the door.

To request a nomination ballot, call 

Kim Collins at (516) 571-4044 or email her 

at kcollins@nassaucountyny.gov.

Town Pathfinders Award ceremony

Hempstead Town Supervisor Antho-

ny Santino and members of  the Town 

Board were scheduled to honor 11 

women who live or work in the town for 

their outstanding contributions to the com-

munity at Hempstead’s annual Pathfinder 

Awards ceremony on March 7, after press 

time. The public was invited to attend.

Hofstra University presentation

The Hofstra Cultural Center will present 

a reading by San Francisco writer, histori-

an and activist Rebecca Solnit on March 27 

at 6:30 p.m. Afterward, Solnit will discuss 

her latest books, the recent U.S. election 

and what it means for feminism and the 

environment. She is the author of  17 books 

and the recipient of  many awards, includ-

ing the National Book Critics Circle 

Award. She will appear at the Helene For-

tunoff  Theater in the Monroe Lecture Cen-

ter on Hofstra’s South Campus. The event 

is free, but advance registration is 

required. RSVP online at hostra.edu.

Herald edItorIal
Why we still need Women’s History Month

W e need 

reminding 

of the vital role of 

a gender that, for 

the first 144 years 

of the nation’s 

history, couldn’t 

even vote.

letters
We’re all Islanders
To the Editor:

The Herald’s editorial last week about the 

Islanders potentially returning to Nassau County 

(“Bring the Islanders home to the Coliseum”) 

was spot on. Seeing our team play at the Colise-

um is a topic that so many of  us are passionate 

about, and your piece encouraged me to tell my 

own story.

Like most of  us who grew up on Long Island, I 

have a special place in my heart for the Nassau 

Coliseum. The “old barn” was where we saw Van 

Halen and other greats of  the 1980s, the circus, 

pro wrestling, and, of  course, our New York 

Islanders.

My earliest memory of  an Islanders game is 

from the winter of  1980-something. Mike Bossy 

recorded a hat trick and the home team beat the 

New Jersey Devils. I was there, along with my 

Cub Scout troop, attending my first live game at 

Nassau Coliseum. I wonder if  my parents still 

have the ticket stub. 

This was my introduction to hockey, and I 

loved the pace of  the action. To me, Bossy was 

magical, and being there in person was what 

roped me in. Just seeing him play live made me 

feel connected to the glory of  the “drive for five” 

Stanley Cup championships.

As a lifelong Isles fan, I’ve been through the 

LaFontaine era, the Turgeon era (I still hate Dale 

Hunter) and even the lean years with the Gor-
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Editorial page

Editorial comment
 Editorials offer the opinions of the Herald. 

Editors write them. Editorials do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the individuals who write them; 

rather, they are the institutional voice of the news 

organization. That is why they are unsigned.

 Herald editorial department staff members 

meet weekly to plan the editorials. Independent 

reporting by our staff often helps inform our 

editorials. We might also speak with experts and 

advocates to gain their perspective before sitting 

down to write an editorial.

 We are proud to say that we have won many 

press association awards for our editorial writing 

over the years.

 Among our most important duties is publica-

tion of our annual endorsements in local elections. 

We take this responsibility seriously. Editorial staff 

members sit down with candidates to question 

them about their views on major issues before 

offering the paper’s opinions about which candi-

dates would best represent South Shore residents.

Editorial cartoon
 Each editorial cartoon provides a thought-

ful and, we hope, humorous perspective on 

the major news of the week. Prize-winning 

cartoonists from across the country produce the 

cartoons, which do not necessarily represent the 

opinions of the Herald or its staff.

 For your information . . .The masthead
 The box at the far left side of the page 

is called the masthead. It contains the 

newspaper’s flag, or nameplate. The mast-

head offers important information about 

the paper, including the names of the staff 

members who are responsible for producing 

it each week.

 Brothers Stuart and Clifford Richner 

jointly guide the business and news opera-

tions of the 18 newspapers in the Herald 

Community Newspapers group, including 

the Nassau Herald, which serves the Five 

Towns, and Heralds for Baldwin, Bellmore, 

East Meadow, Franklin Square-Elmont, 

Freeport, Glen Cove, Long Beach, Lynbrook-

East Rockaway, Malverne-West Hempstead, 

Merrick, Oceanside-Island Park, Rockville 

Centre, Sea Cliff and Glen Head, Valley 

Stream, Wantagh and Seaford.

 Each paper’s editor is responsible for 

the assignment, selection and placement of 

stories, most of which the editors and report-

ers write. The executive editor oversees news 

operations for all 18 papers in the group.

 The production department is respon-

sible for the papers’ design. The advertising 

and art departments produce the large, 

often illustrated display advertisements that 

appear throughout the papers. The classified 

department produces the smaller advertise-

ments at the back of the papers.

  The masthead also lists each paper’s 

age, the names of its founders, its address, 

email, and telephone and fax numbers, and 

it provides notice that all contents within the 

paper are copyrighted.
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7around 1 p.m. on March 2, I 

stepped through the emergency 

room’s wide, sliding-glass doors 

into the cold, where a Nassau 

County police ambulance was parked, and 

the memories rushed back.

Fourteen and a half  years ago, my son, 

Andrew, was born at this very spot, I 

thought.

My wife had gone into labor at home in 

the afternoon of  

a muggy mid-

July day. Within 

the hour, she 

gave birth in the 

back parking lot 

of  South Nassau 

Communities 

Hospital in 

Oceanside — 

inside a police 

ambulance.

Last Thurs-

day, I joined a 

small group of  

Herald staffers 

for a tour of  South Nassau’s emergency 

and surgical departments. Wherever I 

turned, another memory of  a visit to the 

hospital popped into my mind.

I have lived on the South Shore for 

nearly 25 years. Until the tour, I had never 

deeply considered how many points of  

contact I have with South Nassau — or 

what a profound impact it (or any hospi-

tal) — has on people’s lives.

On the day of  Andrew’s birth, it was a 

wild ride from our Merrick split, which 

my wife and I had bought only weeks earli-

er, to South Nassau. I followed in my car as 

the ambulance that transported my wife 

maneuvered through heavy traffic. All the 

while, I wondered what the heck was hap-

pening inside that vehicle.

My heart was pounding, 

and my hands gripped the 

steering wheel tightly. I 

parked near the emergency-

room entrance (legally, I 

think), ran to the ambu-

lance, hopped in and, at that 

moment, Andrew arrived.

I have hazy memories of  

walking alongside my wife 

and our newborn, who were 

in a wheelchair, and riding 

an elevator to the maternity 

floor. I recall getting home 

late, exhausted. My mom 

had looked after our then 

2½-year-old daughter, Alex-

andra, that evening.

Alexandra and I ate mint chocolate 

chip ice cream as I told her the story of  

how her brother was born. To this day, 

she swears she remembers the ice cream.

The next day, I brought Alexandra, 

who wore a red and white checkered 

dress, to South Nassau. She carried her 

favorite toys in her Clifford the Big Red 

Dog backpack. Andrew was curled up in 

my wife’s arms when we entered the 

room. Slowly, Alexandra approached and 

hugged her brother, and I snapped a photo 

of  the two of  them meeting for the very 

first time as my wife beamed. I framed an 

8-by-10 of  the moment, and it’s hung in 

our house ever since.

That fall or the next (I forget), I was 

insulating the crawl space of  our new 

home. I wore a protective suit, gloves, safe-

ty glasses and respirator. I 

could barely see because my 

glasses had fogged up, but I 

persisted. I had nearly fin-

ished the project, and I just 

wanted to get it over with. So 

I kept working past the point 

I should have.

My left hand up was up 

against a crossbeam. As I 

went to shoot another extra-

long staple into the wood, I 

missed — and sent one 

straight into my index finger. 

Pain radiated up my arm as 

if  I’d been jolted by electricity.

I drove to South Nassau. 

The doctor was kind enough 

not to laugh as he removed 

the staple from my throbbing finger and 

gave me a tetanus shot.

In 2011 and 2012, I was experiencing 

terrible back pain. I went to three doctors. 

None could diagnose my condition. One 

night, the pain became so excruciating 

that I could stand it no more. My wife 

drove me to South Nassau. The triage 

nurse asked me to describe the pain. It 

radiated from front to back, I said wearily.

I likely had a kidney stone, she replied. 

I was taken aback by the confidence in 

her voice. Within an hour, tests revealed 

that it was, in fact, a stone. I was given a 

dose of  pain medication, after which the 

pain never returned. I passed the stone 

two days later.

During last Thursday’s tour, I 

remarked to our guides what a beautiful 

new entrance South Nassau had. It was 10 

years old, they said. Then I realized that I 

hadn’t come through the front of  the hos-

pital, only the emergency room out back.

Except once.

It was the late 1990s or early 2000s, and 

I was at a New York Press Association 

convention in upstate Saratoga Springs. 

My parents were living in Long Beach at 

the time. On the convention’s second 

night, my wife called, worried. My dad’s 

heart was palpitating erratically. I should 

come home immediately.

I grabbed my friend and fellow editor 

Jeff  Lipton, with whom I had carpooled, 

and we headed back to Long Island. The 

Thruway was virtually empty as I drove 

through the night. I got lost at one point 

(which I never do) because I wasn’t entire-

ly paying attention to my whereabouts.

My dad was at South Nassau. Doctors 

had stabilized his heart rhythm. He lived 

more than 15 years longer — long enough 

to see Alexandra and Andrew grow into 

teenagers.

Yes, I concluded last Thursday, hospi-

tals are very special places.

Scott Brinton is the Herald Community 
Newspapers’ executive editor and an 
adjunct professor at the Hofstra Universi-
ty Herbert School of  Communication. 
Comments about this column? SBrinton@
liherald.com.

FRAMEWORK by Monica Rzewski

The crocuses offer the first hint of what’s to come — Lawrence

opInIons
Hospitals, deeply connected to our lives

letters

T
he kidney 

stone and the 

stapled finger may 

not have been 

life highlights, but 

introducing our 

daughter to her 

newborn baby 

brother sure was.
SCOTT

BRINTON

ton’s fisherman logo.

The Islanders were our professional 

sports franchise, and gave us a sense of  

pride and identity. We were all Islanders, 

united by a passion for our team.

Fast-forward to April 25, 2015. John Tava-

res scored his last goal at the Coliseum in 

the Islanders’ 3-1 victory over the Washing-

ton Capitals. It was Game 6 of  the Eastern 

Conference quarterfinals, and I was there. 

The energy and noise were incredible. Yet 

even after a great playoff  win, we all felt the 

impending greater loss — our Islanders 

were leaving.

After the final buzzer sounded, after the 

jubilation, the arena began to empty. We 

were in no rush to leave, however. I thought, 

“This could be my last time here.” I wanted 

to soak it in. Then I saw something that I’m 

sure I’ll never forget: a grown man, a regu-

lar guy, middle-aged, clutching his chair and 

weeping.

His team was moving to Brooklyn, and 

there was nothing he could do about it. I felt 

his pain, and we all still feel it. But we don’t 

have to.

A great community like ours deserves 

leadership that will allow us to realize our 

potential. But moving forward doesn’t mean 

ignoring our past. It means embracing what 

is great in our community and making it 

even better.

When we lost the Islanders, we didn’t just 

lose a hockey team; we lost a piece of  our 

collective identity. But here’s the good news 

— not only can we get it back, but we can 

also make it better.

Right now, the planning for the Colise-

um’s future feels like it’s being done on the 

fly and in the dark. That is unacceptable. 

Forward-looking leadership would fight to 

bring the Islanders back from Brooklyn — 

which doesn’t want them anyway — and 

back home to us, the fan base. We would 

embrace best practices from across the 

nation and put plans in place to make the 

Coliseum the retail, entertainment and resi-

dential hub that it ought to be, including 

21st-century transportation options.

Moving forward would mean that I could 

take my daughter to see our Islanders — or 

the circus, or a concert — right here in Nas-

sau County. 

Seeing the Isles at the Coliseum was a 

great Long Island family tradition. I know 

that with the right leadership and planning, 

we can create new traditions and great 

memories for the next generation of  Long 

Islanders.

 

JACK SCHNIRMAN

Long Beach

Schnirman is the Long Beach city manag-

er and a Democratic candidate for Nassau 

County comptroller.

Opinion pages

Special features
 The op-ed, or opposite the editorial, page 

features a weekly Framework photo, which is 

chosen by our photo editor. The Framework 

offers a creative, at times humorous outlet for 

our photography staff. In this spot, we also 

publish photos sent to us by readers, featuring 

them on vacation, reading the Herald at vari-

ous international landmarks. We call it Herald 

Around the World.

 At times, a correction box might appear on 

the op-ed page. We strive each week for the 

highest standards of accuracy and accountabil-

ity. When we make mistakes in our reporting, we 

believe we must own up to them and correct 

the record.

Opinion columns
 We publish three columns every week. 

Columns represent the views of the writers them-

selves, not of the Herald. Each writer works inde-

pendently and chooses his or her own subjects. 

Among our regular contributors are the Heralds’ 

executive editor, Scott Brinton, and the Nassau 

Herald’s former executive editor, Randi Kreiss, 

both of whom have won numerous awards for 

their opinion writing. We also feature columns 

by prominent political figures, including former 

U.S. Sen. Alfonse D’Amato and former State 

Assemblyman Jerry Kremer, both of whom are 

now consultants. And we regularly invite guest 

columnists to offer their views.

Letters to the editor
 We welcome readers’ letters to the editor 

and publish most that we receive. We believe 

these letters are critically important, because 

they reflect the shared voices of the communi-

ties that we cover.

 Letters should be 250 to 300 words in 

length. Each letter must include an address 

and phone number. Our editors call all letter 

writers to confirm the authenticity of letters 

before publication.

 We edit letters for length, grammar,  

spelling and foul language. We do not censor 

viewpoints.

 If we believe a letter requires any major  

revisions, we will send it back to the writer and 

ask that he or she change it so that meaning 

and intent are not lost.

 Readers should send letters to the editors 

of their hometown newspapers. They can be 

sent by email (preferred), fax or mail. All  

contact information is listed on the masthead 

and on our website, liherald.com.

 What are the editorial pages all about?
 Who writes editorials?
 How do letters and guest columns get published?
 This week’s pages offer some answers to our readers.
 We thank The Riverdale Press for the idea.
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Each office is independently owned and operated.

Sea Cliff Office • 516.759.6822

266 Sea Cliff Ave, Sea Cliff, NY

Glen Head/Old Brookville Office • 516.674.2000

240 Glen Head Rd, Glen Head, NY

danielgale.com

We wish you a Happy New Year filled with peace, good health and happiness.

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !
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