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THOM RUCKERT BEGAN teaching at Glen Cove High School when he was 24. He was considered
cool, and people saw him that way throughout his life.

Beloved GCHS teacher
Thom Ruckert dies at 72

By LAURA LANE

llane@liherald.com

Thom Ruckert was the
epitome of cool. Tall and lean,
he had long hair and wore
round, wire-rimmed glasses.
When he came to Glen Cove
High School to teach English
in 1969, he was 24. Teenage
girls fell in love with him, but
so did his colleagues and the
administration.

Ruckert was 72 when he
died unexpectedly on July 18,

collapsing in his Bayville
home from an apparent blood
clot.

An avid cyclist and kayak-
er and a former runner, Ruck-
ert was always in great shape.
“He was incredibly healthy,”
said his daughter Lissa Har-
ris, 43, a former Locust Valley
school board trustee. “That’s
why this is so shocking.”

Doreen Hauser, 60, of Glen
Cove, hadn’t seen Ruckert
since she was a high school
senior, but she said she

remembers everything about
him. “Mr. Ruckert was my
favorite teacher and the nicest
man you’d ever want to
meet,” Hauser said. “He
looked like a hippie with his
long ponytail and jeans. All us

girls thought he was hot.”
Bucking traditional learn-
ing methods, Ruckert would
often take his classes outside,
spreading a blanket out on the
lawn. “He was very laid back,
and made learning fun,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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G.C. finance
committee

seats unfilled

Council votes down appointees

By ZACH GOTTEHRER-COHEN

zgottehrer@liherald.com

After the Republican mem-
bers of the Glen
Cove City Council
voted down two
Finance Commit-
tee appointments
at a council meet-
ing on Tuesday
night, a majority
of the committee’s
five seats remain
open nearly three
months after the
council approved
its mission state-
ment.

The appointees
under consider-
ation were retired
math teacher
Michael Swirnoff
and Theresa Mos-
chetta, an insur-

B y voting
down

these qualified
volunteers,
council members
have politicized
this committee
instead of doing
what's right for
the community.

to vote in favor of the appoint-
ments, although she cast her
vote after the resolution to
approve them had already failed.
Democrats Marsha
Silverman and
Mayor Tim Tenke
both voted in favor
of the candidates.
Councilman
Michael Zangari
later explained his
vote to the Herald
Gazette: “The peo-
ple who were
being put on [the
committee] don’t
have a financial
background.” Of
Moschetta, Zan-
gari added, “We
need new blood.”
Councilman
Kevin Maccarone
echoed Zangari’s
point, adding that

ance executive and MARSHA because the Fi-
a 13-year member nance Committee
of the Zoning SILVERMAN was specifically

Board of Appeals
who ran unsuc-
cessfully for City
Council in 2014 as
a Democrat.
Councilwoman Pamela Pan-
zenbeck was the only Republican

City councilwoman

assigned to exam-
ine the city’s pro-
curement proce-
dures, its members
should have relevant expertise.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24




" Is taxing online retailers good for local business?
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By ANDREW GARCIA and ZACH GOTTEHRER-COHEN

agarcia@liherald.com, zgottehrer@liherald.com

Following a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision,
Glen Cove business owners are weighing in on possi-
ble upcoming legislation that would allow states to
charge sales taxes on online retailers.

The high court’s June 21 South Dakota v. Wayfair
decision will allow states to mandate a sales tax for
items purchased on-line from out-of-state retailers —
and local retailers want New York to ensure that a
sales tax is charged regardless of the sites that online
shoppers buy from. First, though, state lawmakers
must pass a measure requiring online sales taxes.

State assemblyman Chuck Lavine said, “It’s under-
standable why South Dakota, a rural state, would
bring this case. They’ve suffered as a result of internet
sales.” He added that New York State’s businesses
haven’t been hit as hard, in part because local brick-
and-mortars have themselves started to do business
online, whether through their own e-commerce sites,
or through other platforms like Amazon Marketplace,
Etsy and eBay.

Lavine noted, however, that “implementation [of an
online retail sales tax] would mean an addition $115
million in sales tax revenue, split with the counties.”
That extra revenue, he said, would come at a good
time, as lawmakers anticipate a reduction in revenue
from the federal government.

Patricia Holman, executive director of the Glen
Cove Business Improvement district, used to run a
business selling vintage home products. She had a
physical store location in Glen Cove, but would also
use Etsy to sell to out-of-state buyers. Sometimes, she
said, revenue from online sales outpaced in-store sales.

Now that she’s representing businesses in Glen

Cove, she said that people who run unofficial eBay-
based businesses out of their own homes, who
never officially organized as a business entity, had
an unfair advantage in that they could dodge sales
taxes. Of potential legislation that the Supreme
Court decision has made available, Holman said, “It
would certainly make the playing field more even.”

As for the impact that it would have, Holman
said that each business was different. Larry Ved, for
example, who owns Shanti Ma, a cards and gifts
store in downtown Glen Cove said that he hasn’t
noticed the impact of web-based competitors
because his clientele are more of the “drop-in-and-
browse” variety. But, he said, he uses his website
not to getnerate sales, but to get people in the door.
“We've got regular customers,” he said, but often,
“they want to see what I have in stock,” before they
pay Shanti Ma a visit.

Major national online retailers like Amazon and
Wal-Mart have been paying NY state sales taxes
since around 2008, according to Lavine. However,
Amazon Marketplace users, whose products are
their own but use the mega-corporation’s e-com-
merce platform for sales, have been exempt from
that arrangement.

Nassau County Executive Laura Curran said the
ruling “gives a tremendous boost of confidence to
local businesses that struggle to compete with inter-
net commerce.”

Eric Alexander, director of Vision Long Island,
said, “It’s time for customers to put their resources
where their heart is and invest in these businesses.”

James Gazzale, a representative for the state
Department of Taxation and Finance, said last
week that state officials are reviewing the Supreme
Court decision.

Pixabay image
BECAUSE OF A recent Supreme Court ruling, states will now
be able to charge sales taxes on purchases from online
retailers like Amazon, even if the companies don’t have a
physical presence in those states.

JOSEPH BACOTTI, MD

OPHTHALMIC CONSULTANTS

OF LONG ISLAND
RETTING THE STANDARD IN BYE CARE

East Setauket
Massapequa

East Meadow
Manhasset

SIMA DOSHI, MD
Come see the OCLI difference. Schedule your eye exam today.

Garden City

Mineola

THE OCLI GLEN COVE TEAM
WELCOMES JOSEPH BACOTTI, MD

SCOTT VERNI, MD

189 Forest Ave, Suite 2C
Glen Cove, NY 11542

516.674.3000 OCLL.net Most insurance plans accepted

Glen Cove  Hewlett

Plainview

Port Jefferson

SERVICES OFFERED

Laser Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Management & Treatment

Dry Eye Disease Management
& Treatment

Diabetic Eye Exams
Neuro Ophthalmology

Comprehensive Eye Exams

*
¢

Evening Hours  Saturday Hours

= A

Most Insurance Caring&
Plans Accepted Compassionate

Lynbrook
Valley Stream

Huntington
Rockville Centre




Officials mull temporary fix for Crescent Beach

By ZACH GOTTEHRER-COHEN

zgottehrer@liherald.com

The City of Glen Cove’s and Nassau
County’s departments of public works are
working together to determine whether
filters could temporarily solve the con-
tamination problem at Crescent Beach,
which has been
closed for nine
years as the state’s
Department of
Environmental Con-
servation works to
identify and remedy
the source or sourc-
es of the pollution.

The county
agreed on Monday
to spend $200,000 to
explore the possibil-
ity of installing fil-
ters. Mayor Tim
Tenke said that the
first step along that
process would be to
determine the opti-
mal placement for a
filter. “These filters
can only treat so
much water per
hour,” he said, add-
ing “We’re at the
stage right now
where we’re trying to determine flow
rates.”

If the contaminated water is mixing
with clean water before the stream flows
out to the beach, it makes more sense to
place the filter nearer to the source of the

OFFICIALS ARE EXPLORING the option
of treating the polluted water running
onto Crescent Beach as a temporary
measure while work continues to find
and fix the source of the contaminants.

contamination, Tenke said, to avoid
redundantly filtering already-clean water.
If none of the water is clean enough, the
filter could be placed at the mouth of the
stream, and filter all of the water that
leaves the marshy area and flows into the
Sound.

Two types of filters are being consid-
ered: a “helix” filter,
which uses a spin-
ning motion to
remove contami-
nants from water,
and an ultraviolet
filter that uses elec-
tromagnetic waves
to kill bacteria.

The plan comes
as Tenke and Coun-
ty Legislator Delia
DeRiggi-Whitton
expressed frustra-
tion about the pace
of the state’s work
to identify where
the contamination
is coming from.
DeRiggi-Whitton
said that the study
was supposed to be
completed by the
end of June. “Here
we are at the end of
July,” she said, and
the DEC has yet to publish its findings.

So far, the DEC has tried running cam-
eras up the outflow pipes it believed could
be contributing to the problem and “dye
testing” — in which dyed markers are
deposited into nearby homeowners’

L =
Zach Gottehrer-Cohen/ Herald Gazette

THE POLLUTED STREAM that runs into the Long Island Sound has kept the public seg-
ment of Crescent Beach closed for nearly a decade.

plumbing systems to determine if there
are any leaks.

“DEC will finish dye testing this
month,” the state agency said in a state-
ment. “To date, the investigation has not
found a direct connection to any septic
systems to the creek,” nor did the camera
investigation. In addition, DNA tests on
the contamination are being conducted

“to inform the investigation’s next steps
and determine if the contamination is of
animal or human origin.”

DeRiggi-Whitton said she didn’t know
exactly what the state’s delay was, but
alluded to “a problem with the lab” that
was doing the DNA testing. When asked
to clarify that claim, representatives of
the DEC declined to respond.

Council tables water rates amld new 1nf0rmat10n

By ZACH GOTTEHRER-COHEN

zgottehrer@liherald.com

The City Council unanimously voted to
table a resolution introduced by Council-
woman Pamela Panzenbeck, to raise the
city’s water rates by 15 percent, after both
City Controller Sandra Clarson, and Mayor
Tim Tenke, shared information pertinent to
the discussion that had not been previously
disclosed.

The question before the council has been
whether — and if so, how much — to raise
the city’s water rates in light of recent and
anticipated borrowing related to Glen
Cove’s water infrastructure. Tenke said that
over the next five years, the city is projected
to spend about $10 million on filters to
remove an organic contaminant, Freon 22,
from the city’s wells.

Earlier this year, three of the city’s six
wells had been closed due to high concentra-
tions of the refrigerant, and another was
closed for unrelated repairs. Two have since
been re-opened as the Freon returned to
undetectable levels, bringing the number of
currently operating wells up to four of six.

Presenting the financial realities of the
city’s water fund to the City Council for the
third time in as many regular City Council
meetings, Clarson said that whereas in pre-
vious presentations she had projected total
water-related debt service payments of

around $656,000, there was another, prior
round of borrowing that would bring that
number up to $973,000.

Councilmen Joseph Capobianco, Nicho-
las DiLeo and Kevin Maccarone, who had,
in previous pre-council meetings, spent con-
siderable effort going over Clarson’s num-
bers to see whether the debt service pay-
ments could be addressed without raising
water rates, expressed frustration over the
fact that that this was the first time that
they were hearing about the newly-discov-
ered debt service payments. Tenke acknowl-

edged that he had only received notice of
the additional payments that morning.

Additionally, Tenke disclosed that — dur-
ing the period when the city was running on
just two wells, and partially as a result of an
intensive firefighting effort — the city had
paid the Locust Valley Water District almost
$17,000 for 6,500 gallons of water.

DiLeo and Maccarone chastised the
mayor for declining to share that informa-
tion with the council, which voted unani-
mously, if reluctantly in April to borrow
$15,000 to repair the interconnecting pipes

Christina Daly/ Herd Gztte
A VOTE ON Glen Cove’s water rates has been tabled as council members learned that the financial numbers they had previously
reviewed were incomplete.

that enabled the sharing of water between
districts. That repair was part of an exten-
sive water contingency plan that the city
submitted to the county’s department of
health in response to what, at the time, was
an impending water shortage related to the
well closures.

After a lengthy discussion, Capobianco
moved to table the motion until Clarson
could come up with new projections, which
she said was a possibility by the next coun-
cil meeting on August 28.
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Nassau 2017 financials: Bad news on time

By TIMOTHY DENTON

tdenton@liherald.com

The Nassau County Legislature
received an unwelcome surprise last
week along with the audited financial
report for 2017, when it was revealed that
the county’s reserve fund showed a deficit
of slightly less than $69 million.

The report, which was delivered on
time for the first time since 2011, accord-
ing to County Comptroller Jack Schnir-
man, also showed tax certiorari liabilities
topping $500 million and litigation liabili-
ties at nearly $400 million. The county
owes New York State Pension System
more than $200 million in deferred pay-
ments, and the deficit in the county’s pri-
mary operating accounts rose to $122 mil-
lion, according to the report. After
accounting for a $6.6 million surplus in
one fund, the county’s total deficit
amounted to $115.8 million for the year,
which represented a decrease of $176 mil-
lion from the previous year.

“I promised the public we would talk
about the county’s finances in an honest
and transparent manner,” Schnirman
said in a statement. “Nassau County is in
a state of fiscal crisis bordering on emer-
gency, due to the previous eight years of
fiscal mismanagement.”

Tax cert. obligations were paid from
operating funds instead of through the
issuance of debt, the report said. Other
factors contributing to the county’s poor
performance included less-than-expected
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revenue from the Regional Off-Track Bet-
ting Corp.; higher police termination pay
than had been budgeted; shortfalls in
PILOT revenues; and lower contractual
reimbursements for personnel services in
the Sewer and Storm Water Fund.

These were partially offset by higher-
then-projected growth in sales tax
receipts; lower nonovertime payroll and
fringe benefits, due to budgeted position
vacancies; higher departmental revenue
in the clerk’s office; and implementation
of the public safety fee.

Ending balance for all governmental
funds was $355.9 million, a decrease from
$471.7 million in the prior year. Of that,
$99.2 million was attributed to operating
funds; $81.1 million to the general fund;
and $24.1 million to the Sewer and Storm
Water Fund. The Police District Fund
showed a loss of $6 million. The Capital
Fund’s closing balance was $147.8 million.

Total assets for all governmental funds
increased by a scant $14.6 million, while
total liabilities grew by $116.8 million. For
the three operating funds only, total assets
and liabilities — including deferred
inflows and outflows — were $885.7 mil-
lion and $786.6 million respectively. This
represents a decrease in assets of $26.4
million and an increase in liabilities and
deferred inflows of $96 million from the
year-ago period.

“The 2017 results illustrate a deteriora-
tion in the county’s fiscal health [from]
the prior year, with a depletion of 2016
year-end reserves and fund balance,” the

THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE SERVICE
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report’s executive summary concluded.

“We aren’t going to play the game of
using whatever set of books make the
county look best,” Schnirman said in his
statement. “The county must operate
from a consistent set of financial facts
that is accessible to all.

Despite this grim picture, the county
benefits from a very large and diverse tax
base of approximately $217 billion,
according to an updated overview of the
county’s financial condition published in
April by Moody’s Investors Service. The
tax base remains roughly 17 percent less
than its 2008 peak, but it has grown
approximately 8 percent since 2014.

The county has also been successful in
maintaining its high investment-grade
ratings from A- to AA, depending on the
agency and the issue. The county issued
95.6 million in general obligation debt and
59.6 million in bond anticipation notes the
same month. Fitch Ratings, Moody’s and
Standard & Poor’s all assigned A ratings
or their equivalents to the two issues.

It was not clear whether the rating
agencies had access to 2017 financials in
preparing their rating reports or were
contemplating further rating actions.

Weighing in on the county’s annual
report, Nassau Interim Finance Authori-
ty Chairman Adam Barsky said, “The
comptroller’s report confirms what we
have repeatedly told the county: They
must immediately implement a plan that
reduces the deficit and is designed to
achieve a GAAP balanced budget.”

Nassau County 2017
financial highlights

Cash and cash equivalents §797.270,000
Investments $3,350,000
Restricted cash and equivalents — $144,290,000
Sales tax receivables $136,970,000
Due from other governments $205,440,000
Accounts receivable $50,250,000
Real property laxes receivable §78.,030,000
Other $109,990,000
Noncurrent assels $3,453,390

Assets
$4,978,880,000

$13,794,130,000
Llabllltles

Accounts payable $306,910,000
Bond anticipation notes payable  $139,300,000
Accrued interest payable $34,820,000
Other $1,162,980
Noncurrent liabilities $12,150,060

Graphic by Christina Daly/Herald Gazette

CRIME WATCH

Arrests

B Male, 45, of Mill Neck, was arrested on
Forest Avenue for driving under the influ-
ence and leaving the scene of an accident
on July 16.

B Male, 55, of Glen Cove, was arrested on
Glen Cove Avenue for carrying an open
container of alcohol on July 16.

Bl Male, 44, of Glen Cove, was arrested on
Mason Drive for fifth-degree criminal pos-
session of marijuana on July 18.

B Male, 43, of Hempstead, was arrested
on Mason Drive for fifth- and- seventh-
degree criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance on July 18.

B Male, 36, of Glen Cove, was arrested on
Glen Cove Avenue for third-degree aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a vehicle,
and 12 counts of criminal possession of a
weapon on July 19.

H Male, 21, of Glen Cove, was arrested on
Charles Street for fourth-degree criminal
possession of a weapon on July 21.
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Nearby things to do this week

e WES——

_FERFTITERR AT ..-.;............. ™ ——
STENSON MEMORIAL Lmaa"fﬁ_

Mayor gives kids a look
into Sea CIiff civics

On Aug. 2, Mayor Edward Lieberman will
spend an evening with the children of Sea
Cliff and teach them about the local govern-
ment and those who work within it. Stenson
Memorial Children’s Library, 5 to 6 p.m.,
281 Sea Cliff Ave., Sea Cliff. Info:

(516) 474-2450.

During the summer months, blood banks
often face shortages as schools are not
in session and drives are not held as
frequently. Help replenish local hospitals’
blood supply on Monday, July 30, at As-
semblymen Michael Montesano and Ed
Ra’s annual community blood drive. Gold
Coast Public Library, 1:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
50 Railroad Ave., Glen Head. Info:

(516) 759-8300.

Tinkergarden classes
open children’s

eyes to the outdoors

What do kids love more than getting their
hands dirty? Being encouraged to do so!
On Thursdays through August Amy Singh
will lead children in Tinkergarden. Using
the outdoors as her classroom, Singh will
allow children to explore, problem-solve,
and create together. Glenwood Landing
Life Center. 71 Grove St., Glenwood Land-
ing. Info: amy.singh@tinkergarten.com.

Swinging tunes for a
summer’s eve

The acclaimed 1920s-era revival band Vince Giordano
1 and the Nighthawks as part of its Picnic Pops series, on
Wednesday, Aug. 1, at 7 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.)
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and some friends, and
bandleader Giordano and his ensemble will provide the
soundtrack for an enjoyable evening. Info: (516) 333-
0048 or www.oldwestburygardens.org.

The beat goes on

The tunes will be lively at Heckscher Park, on Sunday,
July 29, 12-10:30 p.m., at the 13th edition of the
Huntington Folk Festival. Legendary folksinger-songwrit-
erTom Rush (accompanied by up-and-comer Matt
Nakoa) headlines the popular event. An on-stage song
swap featuring Long Island’s own Miles & Mafale and
Carolann Solebello will precede Rush’s performance,
with a lively lineup of artists showcasing their talents.
Info: at www.AcousticMusicScene.com.

Thursday
Aug. 9
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Families succeed!
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BRINGING LOCAL SPORTS HOME EVERY WEEK

BY J.D. FREDA
sports@liherald.com

Professional Fight League (PFL), for-
merly known as World Series of Fighting
(WSOF), hosted its first event on Long
Island using a new regular-season point
format July 19 at NYCB Live Home of the
Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum.

“PFL 4”, as it was deemed, delivered a
night of exciting and technically skilled
fights that a native Long Island crowd was
enthused to witness. However, there was
no one the crowd was more eagerly antici-
pating seeing and supporting than Free-
port’s own undefeated Andre “The Bull”
Harrison, who clinched a playoff berth
with a unanimous decision victory over
Argentina’s Nazareno Malegarie in the
card’s co-main event.

“They came out for me, it was cool”
Harrison said of the fans after the fight.
“I met a woman on the way over here who
flew in from San Diego. People came from
all over the place to come and watch me.”

Harrison, the former WSOF World
Featherweight Champion, soaked in the
adulation during his walkout, but was
quick to flip the proverbial switch and
focus on a three-round fight with a game
opponent. Harrison came out controlling
the center of the cage and managed the
distance well. The former Freeport High
School wrestling standout, a 2006 gradu-
ate, stuffed takedown attempts repeatedly
from the jiu jitsu-based Malegarie before
riding out a front facelock. After throwing
a few knees and controlling the Argentini-
an before returning back to the feet, “The
Bull” had done enough to win the opening
round.

Harrison opened up the second round
with a stiff one-two combo before Malega-
rie answered back with a few stiff jabs
and a left hook. Harrison threw a thun-
dering leg kick before attempting a take-
down that wouldn’t land. Harrison soon
found his back against the cage before
reversing position and landing a big right
hand on a break from the clinch. A big
flurry ensued, and Harrison stayed poised
with a well-timed head kick and kept
Malegarie on the back foot, enough for
the judges to award him the second
round.

“I've seen guys get other guys hurt and
then blitz in and get clipped...that poise
comes with experience,” Harrison said.

The third round saw Harrison fend off
a few more left hooks from Malegarie and
land some overhand rights of his own
while controlling the pace. Harrison took
the third and final round for a unanimous
decision victory to seal his 19th win in as
many fights.

The main event saw former Feather-
weight Champion and opponent of Harri-
son’s, Lance Palmer, secure a win with a
late third-round neck crank over Juma-
bieke Tuerxun and clinch a spot in the
PFL playoffs.

HERALD SPORTS
Freeport’s Hatrison in PFL playofls

i

Peter Frutkoff/Herald

ANDRE HARRISON, RIGHT, remained undefeated in the Professional Fighters League with a victory over Nazareno Malegarie before a
large cheering section from his hometown of Freeport on July 19 at NYCB Live.

Also, Kansas City’s own Kelvin
“Mama’s Boy” Tiller may have stole the
show, though, with an impressive array
of jiujitsu transitions to lock up a guillo-
tine and finish former UFC heavyweight
Jared Rosholt at 54 seconds of the second
round. With constant flashes on the jum-
botron of his mother supporting feverish-
ly from the crowd, an elated Mrs. Tiller
made her way to the cage. Tiller, along
with his mother, fielded a wave of cheers
and applause from the crowd and cele-
brated Tiller’s second finish in as many

fights in the PFL regular season, clinch-
ing a playoff berth.

“Freeport” chants echoed throughout
the arena during Harrison’s fight, but the
Long Islander was cognizant of more
than just the fan’s support.

“Crazy enough, I looked over at one
point and said, ‘there’s Al Iaquinta, there
goes Aljamain Sterling, wow it’s Gian
(Villante),” Harrison said. “Although we
train at different gyms, if one of us fights,
we all come out to support.”

Harrison’s gym, Bellmore Kickboxing,

celebrated its 20th anniversary of open-
ing it’s doors. When asked if he could
think of a better present to give coach
Keith Trimble on the birthday of his gym,
Harrison simply answered: “No.”

The PFL and its brass are aware of the
passion Long Islanders have for MMA.
“The New York crowd, their chants...it’s
great being here,” PFL President Carlos
Silva said. Silva, along with President of
Fighter Operations Ray Sefo expressed
excitement for a return to Nassau Colise-
um on Aug. 2 for PFL 5.



Music program stringing
along in Sea Cliff

By ALYSSA SEIDMAN

aseidman@liherald.com

Below the high ceilings of St. Luke’s Par-
ish Hall, a clutter of half-open instrument
cases created a maze on the linoleum floor.
Power cords and colorful cables attached to
amps and electric guitars snaked around
chairs and music stands in a dizzying pat-
tern.

With the point of a finger, the conductor
signaled his orchestra to place their bows
upon their strings. And with a sharp flick of
a wrist, the students began playing a glori-
ously melody:

Members of the local music group Sum-
mer Strings were preparing for their annual
concert that was to take place at Hofstra
University’s Adams Playhouse on Wednes-
day night. The Sea Cliff-based program
offers aspiring area musicians as young as 7
an opportunity to practice, play and perform
with middle and high school students and
sharpen their stringing skills.

Summer Strings was founded by music
teacher Matthew Schneider, of Sea Cliff
after the financial crisis of 2008. Watching
school districts make cuts to arts programs
he knew he had to do something. “Every
year they got pink slipped, so I decided to go
on my own,” he said. Schneider opened
Summer Strings in 2012 with only two stu-
dents. Within a year; it grew to 70 stringers.

The program offers classes for beginners
in orchestral music, as well as two perfor-
mance groups, the Sea Cliff Stringers and
the Rockestra, that are featured in the annu-
al concert.

The Stringers comprise younger stu-
dents who perform a set of rock songs along-
side their older peers. The Rockestra section
rehearses a more advanced set and per-
forms at the concert with a featured guest
artist. Both groups are accompanied by a
professional rhythm section and emerging
young singers from the area.

“The idea was to make the kind of pro-
gram I would’ve enjoyed as a kid,” Sch-
neider explained. “While I have experience
in classical music, I also love playing in rock
and jazz bands.”

Rather than adhering to a “boxed-in cur-
riculum” commonly found in an orchestral
repertoire, the students learn a variety of
pop, jazz and rock songs, which Schneider

arranges to fit each student’s skill level. The
selections expose students to a range of art-
ists like Stevie Wonder, Dave Matthews, Tom
Petty, John Mayer, and even Antigone Ris-
ing.

“It’s a way for the kids to experience
music differently;” he said. “Everybody has
a challenge in front of them, and each child
is looking at music that’s doable. It’s chal-
lenging but they reach for it.”

The most exciting thing about Summer
Strings, Schneider said, is watching the stu-
dents learn from one another. “You have
these seven, eight, and nine-year-olds play-
ing with teenagers; they learn from their
peers’ things they can’t learn from adults,”
he said. “That aspect of it is very special.”

Sea Cliff resident Brendan Miller, 13, has
been playing with Summer Strings since the
beginning. He said that learning music out-
side of school with more advanced artists is
a great way to grow as a musician. “It’s good
to have all that experience and people near
you to help you out and give you advice,” he
said.

This year’s guest artist was Troy Ramey,
a former contestant on NBC’s “The Voice.”
He moved to the village three years ago and
was approached by Schneider to perform
with Summer Strings.

“As soon as I learned about it I was on
board immediately,” Ramey said. “I grew up
in Vermont in a town that really supported
the arts, and I remember that being such an
integral part of my life and kind of shaped
the direction of my life.”

Ramey said the skills students develop
through Summer Strings could help them
pursue music later in life. “If you have the
knowledge as a youngster, it’s going to be
much easier,” he said. “It’s a really impor-
tant way for kids to be creative and get that
energy out and explore different parts of
their minds.”

Opening the students up to these possi-
bilities also creates an emotional connection
to the music as well. “Creating something
that doesn’t exist and making it successful is
very powerful,” Schneider said. “When they
connect to other kids in the context of mak-
ing music, they do things they were never
able to do. I've seen that every year.”

For more information about Summer
Strings, visit www.seacliffmusic.com.

Sales Administrative Assistant

Richner Communications, one of the fastest growing media and communications
companies on Long Island is seeking a Sales Administrative Assistant. The ideal
candidate is detail-oriented,well organized with strong interpersonal skills and
must be able to embrace a fast paced environment with a diverse range of duties
including sales, order entry, credit and collections. Ability to interface between the
sales, art and finance departments and contribute to the sales effort of the overall
organization. Computer proficiency a must - Excel (including formulas), Word and
Outlook. Strong writing, math and verbal skills are necessary.

Eligible for health benefits, 401(k) and paid time off. Qualified candidates should
email a cover letter with salary requirements and resume to careers@liherald.com

with “Sales Admin” in the subject line. (RIC""ER)
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VIEWFINDER

By SUSAN GRIECO

THE QUESTION:
The video game Fortnite has more than 40 dances. What’s your favorite?

= “The Floss” because it's
a funny dance and it's
really fun to do.

| like the “Hype” dance
because you get to jump
up and down and wave
your arms around a lot!

RYLIN KENNEY
Age 8

MATTHEW OVERS
Age 5

“Orange Justice” is cool.
| really like to dance it
with my friends.

When you win a match
in Fortnite, you dance
the “Take the L” for

all the losers! That's
really fun!
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BRANDON NEIDEMYER
Age 6

CAMERON RODRIGUEZ
Age 7

“Reanimated” looks
weird, like you're a
zombie. It’s really fun
to do!

| like the dance moves
in “Fresh.” | like the
music and dance it
when | get a Victory

Royale!
HENRY CORREA FINN AUGUSTIN
Age 8 Age 8

Sepbember can b

better.. with Friends'
Explore Early Childhood at Friends Academy

® Robust curriculum that balances the joys of learning and play

® World Languages focus: regular Spanish instruction

® Warm, caring teachers; 8:1 student/teacher ratio

® Quaker principles of respect, service and peaceful resolution of conflicts present
in all activities

® Special-area weekly classes: Science, Music, Physical Education, Library and Art

® After-school Enrichment classes and Extended Day program available until 6 p.m.

m@\

Y ‘!%25

Elan*tj Childhood QPPLLcah&s welcome!
Limited Opev\ings. Call £16.393.4244
to schedule an a[alootufzmev\&

984547

STRONG MINDS.

270 Duck Pond Road, Locust Valley, NY | www.fa.org KinD HEARTS.




'Ruckert, students’ silent hero, dies
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Hauser recalled. “I was big on cutting
classes, but never his.”

Born in Des Moines, Iowa, on August
31, 1945, Ruckert moved with his family to
Bellerose when he was 11, but he always
felt a connection to Iowa. When he was in
his 40s, he began getting tattoos. “He got a
tattoo that said, ‘Made in Iowa,”” said his
sister-in-law, Carol Varca. “He loved it
there.”

Ruckert had a difficult upbringing. His
father, Leroy, moved the family often, and
would disappear for months at a time.
When he was home, he was abusive to his
wife, Ruth. A womanizer, gambler and
alcoholic, Leroy was everything that Thom
swore he would never be. Although his
father’s failings inspired him to pledge
that he would someday have a good, steady;
nurturing home life, the abuse left a mark
on him.

“He built a wall inside him from the
pain he experienced during his child-
hood,” said his wife of 50 years, Valerie.
“He wanted a strong, stable marriage, and
would never argue, because he was so
afraid he would recreate what he grew up
with. He rarely even raised his voice.”

During his 32 years at GCHS, Ruckert
was able to help students that other teach-
ers had given up on. He persuaded many
not to drop out of school. “He really under-
stood troubled kids,” Valerie said. “The
former students that came to the funeral
home — so many said that Thom took the
time to know them and saw a spark in
them, and then directed them.”

Harris said that her father wanted to
give students what he never received from
his father — encouragement, and the con-
fidence that came with it. “He liked to
teach students about themselves,” Harris
said. “If you knew what kind of learner
you were, he rea-
soned, you could do
anything.”

One of Ruckert’s
former students,
Mike Albergo, 49,
who purchases
props for the Metro-
politan Opera, said
he might never
have graduated
from high school
had it not been for
Ruckert. “You
hoped you were the
one student he
helped, but it
seemed like he
helped so many,”
Albergo said.
“School wasn’t easy
for me. He was a
mentor, and like a
big brother to me.
They should do a
film on him and call it ‘Silent Hero.””

In 1978, Ruckert created GCTYV, a stu-
dent-run television station, and made
working there an elective English class. He
saw it as a way to reach students who had
become discouraged with conventional
teaching methods. “In the studio, Thom
had the kids do active learning, and they

S

IN LATER YEARS Thom Ruckert continued
to wear his long hair in a ponytail.

L

Photos courtesy Lissa Harris

THOM RUCKERT LOVED his family, including his wife, Valerie, and grandchildren Dexter and Hazel Harris.

wrote scripts,” Valerie said. “He wanted
the kids to believe that they could succeed.
He believed everyone could.”

Christopher Barry, GCHS’s media com-
munications teacher, who now runs GCTYV,
did his student teaching with Ruckert. “He
was the best educator I ever came across,”
Barry said. “The
kids loved him, and
went the extra mile
for him. When I
saw him working
with the Kkids, I'd
say, ‘This is how I
should do this.””

In the 1990s
Ruckert selected a
group of freshmen
who didn’t respond
to traditional teach-
ing and created a
classroom that he
believed would be
more conducive to
learning. “The
classroom had
couches and art-
work,” Barry
recalled. “He was
trying to save them.
Seventeen kids
graduated from
that program that
would have never graduated.”

Kimbel Martin, 48, Ruckert’s oldest
daughter, who lives in Glen Head, said that
her father’s belief in his students taught
her how to be an effective manager. “He
taught me about people in general,” she
said. “He’d say student A and student B
can’t be graded or judged in the same way.

B«

We all have different abilities and skills.”

Martin manages an ophthalmology
practice, and uses her father’s methods to
benefit her employees. “I find myself
thinking, ‘Let’s give them a chance, there’s
something out there that I see and can pull
out of them,”” she explained. “I am always
thinking that I just need to

Sally Zwiebach, of Roslyn, who knew
Ruckert for 43 years, described him as
extraordinary. “He’s known for the TV stu-
dio, but what is lost is how much he did for
the English department,” Zwiebach said.
“He helped us get better, always pushing
the envelope.”

Zwiebach said she was

figure out what they need t0 s comfortable teaching tradi-
make them fantastic.” tionally, standing in front of
Their experiences at he fOI’mer her classroom, but Ruckert
GCTV led some of Ruckert’s wanted her to do more. “I
students to careers in the StUdentS incorporated cooperative
Stove Yaconeits, 57, s a free. 1AL CAME 10 putting he chairs in circles
lance camera operator who the funeral and grouping the students,”
has worked for NBC News, she said. “He was like a grad-
and on two “Mission Impos- home — S0 many uate course in the art of
si‘t;le’i tf}“lllﬁis He credits Ruck-  ggid that Thom teal(;hing.” berine Ruckert
ert with his success. ) emembering Ruckert’s
“I was one of the original took the time to good qualities is easy for his

TV geeks,” Yaconetti said.
“When I had off periods I'd
go and hang out with him.
Some of us weren’t the best
students, and he was a moti-

know them and
saw a spark in
them, and then

widow. Having met him
when she was 19 and he was
20, she has spent most of her
life with the man whom she
said she isn’t ashamed to

vating force.” i admit she picked up at a Min-

Valerie Lasser, a Manhat- d I reCtEd them' eola bar. “He looked like Paul
tan film editor, graduated McCartney and was so hand-
from GCHS in 1990. She cred- VALERIE RUCKERT some,” Valerie said with a
its Rucker with her success, Bayville sigh. “We started out so

too. “He helped me not to be
afraid to embrace my pas-
sion,” she said. “When you meet another
of Thom'’s students, you immediately
know you’ve both shared something spe-
cial, electric even. Thom’s soft timbre reso-
nated with anyone who crossed his path,
and his door was always open.”

He also had an impact on his col-
leagues. Retired GCHS English teacher

young, and the odds were
against us for success.”
Asked what she will miss, she paused,
her eyes filling with tears. “We did every-
thing together, and I'll miss everything
about him,” she said, wiping her eyes.
“We still loved each other and liked each
other, too, and counted on each other. He
was a solid guy — trustworthy, honest and
caring.”
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LOCAL MUSICIAN MATT Taft got ready to serenade the crowd at the family folk fest at Morgan Park.

Family folk fest at Mo Park
overs of folk music were in ML\ S A : A fan A -
for a real treat on July 22 at -
the Morgan Park Summer
Music Festival when the

Chapins brought their talents to

Glen Cove. In a rare joint appear-

ance, singer-songwriter Tom Chapin

performed with his daughters Lily
and Abigail, a duo known as The

Chapin Sisters. Accompanied by Jon

Cobert on piano, accordion and

vocals, and Michael Mark, on bass,

concertina, Irish whistle and vocals
the group sang originals, as well as
songs made famous by Tom’s late
brother, Harry.

Local talent was also there to add

a little North Shore flare. Combining

elements of folk, rock and blues,

with lyrics influenced by Harry

Chapin and Bob Dylan, Glen Cove’s

own singer/songwriter Matthew Taft

performed songs off of his 2016

debut album, “Hungry for an ER.”

The night also included the tal-
ents of singer/songwriter John Tay-
lor, who added some new meaning to

DEBBIE AND
MICHAEL Miraglia,
above, left, enjoyed
the show with a pic-
nic of cheese and
cured meats.

the concept of “going home” asking THE CHAPIN SISTERS
in his songs whether it’s a place on harmonized a crisp,
earth, one’s true self, or if it’s some- country tune.

where beyond this earthly dimen-

sion. No one received a final answer A GROUP OF Morgan

by the end of his set, but they didn’t
need to. It was all part of the fun at
the free music festival provided by
the city, which Glen Covers are
thankful to receive.

Park Summer Music
Festival volunteers,
including Rep.Tom
Suozzi, seated, left,
were on hand.

o}
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OMMUNITY CALENDAR

Thursday, July 26

Chicken Head

Veteran’s Memorial Park, 130 Prospect
Ave., Sea Cliff, 7 to 9 p.m. As part of the
village’s Sunset Serenade Music Series,
Chicken Head will perform. Bring a
blanket or beach chair, a picnic and bug
spray, and watch the sun set over

* Hempstead Harbor.

Long Island Harvest benefit event
Glenwood Life Center, 71 Grove St., Glen-
wood Landing, 6:30 to 9 p.m. Inside of
us there is an infinite well of energy that
vibrates at different levels depending on
our emotional states. You can learn to
access this energy to raise your vibration
and achieve a greater sense of wellbeing.
Begin your journey with this intensive two
hour workshop as Dr. Scott guides you
through a series of techniques to help
raise your vibe. The cost is $45. Tickets
can be purchased at paypal.me/cairns.

Learn to make southwestern pizza
Gold Coast Library, 50 Railroad Ave.,
Glen Head, 6:30 p.m.Teens will have
access to a taco bar to choose all the
delicious toppings for their very own
pizza. Chef Rob will cook the pizza or
have it ready for you to take home and
bake. Enter a raffle for a chance to win a
boombox at the end of summer!
Recommended for children grades 6
through 12. (516) 759-8300.

Frogs, bugs and animals

Glen Cove Library, 4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen
Cove, 4:30 p.m. This exciting hands-on
program, presented by Green Meadows
Farm, features frogs, bugs, reptiles, a
fluffy chicken, bunnies, chinchillas, baby
animals and more. Recommended for
children grades K and up.

(516) 676-2130.

College essay writing workshop

Sea Cliff Village Library, 300 Sea Cliff
Ave., Sea Cliff, 7 p.m.Teacher Lynda Aron
will lead this workshop for all high school
students interested in getting a jump on
their college application. Registration
required. (516) 671-4290.

Friday, July 27

Jason Liebman and the Firewhistles
Sea Cliff Beach, 96 The Blvd., Sea Cliff, 7
p.m. Every Friday night enjoy a variety of
live music and beautiful sunsets all
summer long, right on Sea Cliff Beach.

Beach science

Sea Cliff Beach, 96 The Blvd., Sea Cliff,
10:30 a.m. With the help of Cold Spring
Harbor Fish Hatchery, kids of all ages can
learn about various marine life and the
environment. All classes are free of
charge. For more information, email
poojavira@scmakeshop.com.

Candy xylophone

Gold Coast Library, 50 Railroad Ave.,
Glen Head, 4 p.m. Make a delicious
edible instrument using Rice Krispie
treats and twizzlers. Recommended for
children grades K through 2.

(516) 759-8300.

Downtown Sounds: ‘Strawberry Fields’

The look-alike, sound-alike Beatles tribute band “Strawberry Fields” has been performing to audiences of all
ages for over a decade, and is dedicated to bringing audiences as close to a real Beatles concert as they can
get. On July 27, head to Downtown Sounds in Glen Cove to hear the timeless tunes of one of the greatest bands
in music history. “Strawberry Fields” features true look-alike performers, handpicked from hundreds of audition-
ees, who speak in Liverpool accents and play the vintage instruments Beatles fans have come to recognize.

Downtown Glen Cove, 7:30 p.m., 1 School St., Glen Cove.

Photos courtesy Flickr

Saturday, July 28

Math magic with MAKEshop

Stenson’s Memorial Children’s Library, 281
Sea Cliff Ave., Sea Cliff. Join Sea Cliff
MAKEshop for Math-based activities,
puzzles and games for students in grades
3 through 7. Register at www.eventbrite.
com. For more information, email
poojavira@scmakeshop.com.

Sea Cliff Farmers Market

St. Luke’s Church, 253 Glen Ave., Sea
Cliff, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This open-air
market offers a selection of locally grown
vegetables, fresh baked goods, fresh
pressed juices and micro-greens and
sprouts. All products are grown or
produced on Long Island, mostly right in
Nassau County.

Sunday, July 29

Gun violence prevention rally

Breezy Park, Huntington, 12 p.m. Rep.
Tom Suozzi will join local high school
students for a second gun violence
prevention rally to highlight the need for
common sense gun safety reform.
(516) 835-0495.

‘Oh What a Night!’ Jersey Boys tribute
Morgan Park, Germain Street, Glen Cove,
7:30 p.m. As part of the Morgan
Memorial Park Summer Music Festival.

Monday, July 30

Luau celebration
Glen Cove Senior Center, 130 Glen St.,

Glen Cove, 12 p.m. Grab your leis and
grass skirts and join us for our Luau with
special guests. For more information call
(516) 759-9610.

Game night at the library

Bring your favorite board games, card games, or even try some new ones that the
library has. Play these games with your friends at the Gold Coast Library Annex, 50
Railroad Ave., Glen Head, on Tuesday, July 21 at 6 p.m. Recommended for children

grades 1 through 5. (516) 759-8300.

Tuesday, July 31

Movies at the library: ‘Game Night’

Sea Cliff Village Library, 300 Sea Cliff
Ave., Sea Cliff, 1:15 p.m. A group of
friends who meet regularly for game night
find themselves entangled in a real-life
mystery when the shady brother of one
of the players is seemingly kidnapped by
dangerous gangsters. (516) 671-4290.

Edible cookie dough cones

Gold Coast Library, 50 Railroad Ave.,
Glen Head, 4 p.m. Miss Kathy will show
you how fun and tasty it is to make
edible cookie dough with no eggs or
flour. Mix in different candies and top
with sprinkles and or whipped cream
and place on an ice cream cone.
(516) 759-8300.

Karaoke jam

Glen Cove Senior Center, 130 Glen St.,
Glen Cove, 1:30 p.m. Join us for an
afternoon of singing and fun. There will
be many songs to choose from, so don’t
be shy, and show us your talent.

(516) 759-9610.

Veterans Affairs

Locust Valley Library, 170 Buckram Rd.,
Locust Valley, 1 p.m. Thought you knew
everything the VA has to offer? Find out
about new or improved Veterans Affairs
programs. Sponsored by presenters from
the Outreach at Northport VA Hospital,
Nassau County Vet Center in Hicksville
and Nassau County Vet Service Agency.
Registration requested. (516) 671-1837.

Wednesday, Aug. 1

Valley Quilters and Love to Yarn Club
Locust Valley Library, 170 Buckram Rd.,
Locust Valley, 1 p.m. All levels of quilters,
knitters and crocheters are welcome.
Bring your #8 (H) crochet hook or
knitting needles, 4 ply yarn, and your
friends. Registration required.

(516) 671-1837.

Thursday, Aug. 2

Teen Serenade/Steady Archer

Veterans Memorial Park, 130 Prospect
Ave., Sea Cliff, 7 to 9 p.m. Every Thursday
night throughout the summer, bring your
blankets, chairs and picnics to beautiful
Memorial Park overlooking Hempstead
Harbor, and enjoy live music performed
by local artists. Admission is free.

Friday, Aug. 3

Livestock

Sea Cliff Beach, 96 The Blvd., Sea Cliff, 7
to 9 p.m. Every Friday night enjoy a
variety of live music and beautiful
sunsets all summer long, right on Sea
Cliff Beach. With the cool weather and
the calm waters setting the mood, local
musicians will continue the Friday Night
Music series for summer 2018.

HAVING AN EVENT?
Submissions can be
emailed to llane@liherald.com.




NEIGHBORS IN THE NEWS

ortesy ri Eich
A win for the Wildcats

The Glen Cove Wildcats girls’ soccer team recently won its division championship.
The team competes in the Long Island Junior Soccer League in the champion
division where the competition is fierce. The Wildcats, coached by Castel Stone
and Frank Fazzalari, finished with a record of 7-0-2 and scored 13 goals while
allowing only 4. The key to success is playing great defense. Six of the seven wins
the team allowed zero goals. The defense consisted of Lucy Costello, Chloe
Johnson, Nicole Reyes, Karina Hernandez and Grace Magner. The Wildcats had
eight different players score goals this season: Micaela Costello, Victoria Fazzalari,
Ariana Greenberg, Grace Magner, Angela McCarthy, Livia Muzante, Claudia Scala
and Aliyah Stone. The top midfielders were Erin Gambino, Alessia Rodriguez,
Judith Tuifel, Alyssa Schmitt Ashley Erichsen and Charlotte Bolling. Goalkeeper

Seniors thank donors for garden

The Glen Cove SAGE Foundation, which
was created in 2005 to help raise funds for
the Glen Cove Senior Center, recently intro-
duced Executive Director Carol Waldman
and other senior center administrators to
Roland Cabo and Tony Ranieri of Gold
Coast Maintenance, Inc.

“Roland and Tony couldn’t have been
more generous,” Waldman said. They gave
us planters and filled them with flowers.

Around the same time, an anonymous
donor gave the center a set of outdoor furni-
ture and a decorative plaque to complete its

ok

“garden space.” Thanks to their generosity,
the Glen Cove Senior Center’s simple,
cement backyard has been transformed into
a beautiful space filled with flowers. It has
been named, the “Gratitude Garden.”

“Thank you Gold Coast Maintenance,
Inc.,” she continued. “You are now officially
a part of our Senior Center family. And
thank you to our anonymous donor who is
one of our own members devoted to ensur-
ing that our seniors are taken care of in the
best possible ways. Together you represent
true community spirit at its best.”

Courtesy Glen Cove Senior Center
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Jaynise Espinal was excellent. SENIOR CENTER MEMBERS Christine Gunn, left, Nancy Whitfield, Kathleen Delessandro,

Jean Ealy and Valerie Jackson gathered in the “Gratitude Garden.

I did 1t!

And PSEG Long Island was happy to help.

When Mika Rose saw an empty storefront in Westbury, she envisioned a
place where the community could get the ethnic foods they couldn’t find
nearby. When PSEG Long Island heard her plan, we were glad to help
out by lowering her electric costs through our

Main Street Revival Program—and turn an
empty space into a thriving new community
business. It's one more way that PSEG Long
Island is helping people like Mika make our
communities even better.

A COMMITMENT
TO COMMUNITY

Mika Rose — My Home Favorites, Westbury

* PSEG

We make things work for you.

See our many programs at PSEGLINY.com/Community
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LONGTIME HERALD PUBLISHER Cliff Richner, center, with the Herald’s Long Island editorial staff at a gathering in June to celebrate his retirement after 36 years in the news busi-
ness. He will remain an owner of the company that was founded by his parents in 1964.

‘It’s been a fascinating career’

Cliff Richner, longtime Herald publisher, retires after 36 years in the news business

By ANTHONY RIFILATO

arifilato@liherald.com

“It’s been a fascinating career — I feel
very lucky to have lived it,” said Cliff Rich-
ner, co-owner of Richner Communications
and the longtime publisher of Herald Com-
munity Newspapers, who retired last
month after 36 years in a family-run com-
pany that has left an indelible mark on
local community news on the South Shore.
“I think we’ve managed to do well, and do
some good along the way and help people.”

Richner, 66, remains an owner of the
company with his brother, Stuart, which
they joined in 1982 and ’83, respectively.

“I started working there as a kid in
1964,” he said. “I grew up in the business.
Now seems like a good time to retire. I leave
behind a strong, talented and energetic
staff, and I feel like we accomplished a lot.
I'm leaving primarily for personal reasons
— I want to do some other things that the
demands of the job won’t let me do, while
I’'m young enough and healthy enough to
do them.”

Richner announced the move to the Her-
ald staff before his retirement on June 30.
His career spans an ever-changing media
landscape that saw the company grow and
adapt in a digital age where many other
local publications struggled to stay afloat.
He also played a lead role in saving the
company after a devastating fired threat-
ened to put it out of business in 2004.

Today, Herald Community Newspapers
boasts the largest community newsroom
on Long Island in its Garden City offices,
which opened in 2006, and includes a chain
of more than 30 weekly publications.

Joining the family business

A Five Towns native, Richner grew up
working in a company owned by his late
parents, Robert and Edith, which they pur-
chased in 1964, starting with the Nassau
Herald and Rockaway Journal, and operat-
ed out of the company’s former office at 379
Central Ave. in Lawrence, where newspa-

pers had been produced and printed for 77
years.

Leatrice Slote-Spanierman, the compa-
ny’s first executive editor, recalled a boy
who was fascinated by the news business.

“I invited him to join me in covering a
political campaign tour,” she said. “He was
an enthusiastic 12-year-old and I was on the
cusp of being chosen for the top job at the
company. I took him along on a lark, and
was amazed that with his simple schoolboy
camera, he hit the mark, shooting some
solid photos. After completing his educa-
tion, and pursuing a career in the law ... we
were permanently linked by our shared
philosophy that grass roots, community
journalism is the purest and most reward-
ing branch of the media.”

Richner earned a law degree from
Georgetown University Law Center, and

Courtesy Cliff Richner
THE LATE ROBERT and Edith Richner, left, with their sons Cliff and Stuart in 1993, when
the Richners were honored by the Five Towns Community Chest at the Red Feather Ball.

worked as an attorney at two large law
firms in New York City for five years.

“I really wasn’t enjoying working in a
big firm environment, and I had consid-
ered other law options,” he said. “But ... my
father was at the point where he kept say-
ing that if we weren’t interested in the
newspaper, he was going to sell it. So Stuart
and I talked about it, and decided that we’d
giveitatry”

In 1987, Cliff and Stuart were named
publisher and president of the company,
respectively, and have continued to expand
it from a small group of community news-
papers to 32 weekly publications, a slew of
niche and specialty print and mail prod-
ucts, and a high-volume, commercial print
and mail house. The publications span
from Long Island to the Bronx.

“If all you're looking for is a business

opportunity, there’s easier ways to make a
living,” Cliff said. “It’s a great opportunity
to, as they say, do well and do good. Hope-
fully we mostly did good.”

Richner was, and still is, involved in a
number of community and industry orga-
nizations. He sits on the boards of ERASE
Racism and Long Beach Aware, and is the
former chairman of the Local Media Asso-
ciation and a past president of the New
York Press Association.

Linda Weissman, the assistant dean at
Touro Law School — where Richner has
been a member of the Board of Governors
for more than 20 years — first met him in
1989, when she was executive director of
the Five Towns Community Chest.

“I realized how dedicated to the commu-
nity he was, and he’s a visionary in many
ways,” she said. “At Touro, he really under-
stood the law students and wanted to help
them, and it became a calling for him. He
established a scholarship for Touro stu-
dents.”

A commitment to quality journalism

A commitment to quality journalism
and hyper local news, Cliff said, turned the
Herald into a chain of award-winning pub-
lications.

“We made a very conscious effort to
invest in the product,” Cliff said. “We
spend a much greater percentage of our
revenues on the editorial product than
most local papers do. We certainly have
been recognized for it, but we don’t do it to
win awards — we do it because it’s good
business.”

As the business grew, Cliff played a lead
role in the newsroom, where his legal
expertise and talent as a writer informed
the direction of countless stories, front-
page layouts and other editorial and design
elements of the paper, both current and
former employees said.

“CIiff is incredibly hands on, but at the
same time, he gives you the freedom to be a
journalist,” said Executive Editor Scott

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Herald publlsher retires after 36 years

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Brinton, who’s been with the company for
25 years. “He’s also a brilliant writer - I
think that gets overlooked. You’ll write a
whole editorial and he’ll add three para-
graphs, and you're like, ‘Why didn’t I think
of that?””

Richner regularly spent late-nights collab-
orating with the editorial staff, reading over
stories, editorials and more as editors and
reporters worked to put the papers to bed.

“Cliff has also always set an example in
the newsroom that reflects the values that
our parents instilled in us: truth, fairness,
justice and transparency,” Stuart said. “It’s
these qualities that make him such a
respected leader in the industry. He’s suc-
cessfully captained our news team through
the stormy waters of an industry being dis-
rupted. He’s been a great partner, and I'll
miss not only his industry expertise but also
the chance to work alongside a good friend
each day”

Working at the Herald helped launch the
careers of many young journalists, and
Cliff was known as a mentor to reporters
and editors.

“That’s one of the best parts of the job,”
he said. “I think it’s a great place to learn
your craft because it’s hands on and you
have to get out there and learn on the job.”

The personal trauma of 9/11

Of course, one of the Heralds’ biggest
stories was the aftermath of the 9/11
attacks. “We’ve had several big, catastrophic

Your Access To
Local News Just

Got More
Expensive.

202.225.3121

stopnewsprinttariffs.org

Courtesy Cliff Richner Communications

FORMER TOWN SUPERVISOR Richard Guardino, far left, Town Councilman Ed Ambrosino,
Stuart and Cliff Richner, and former Valley Stream Mayor Ed Cahill in 2007 at the grand
opening reception of Richner Communication’s new building in Garden City.

stories,” Cliff said. “9/11 was probably the
most persistent and longest-lasting, and it
affected all of our communities. Everyone
at the paper was covering an endless stream
of memorial services and people who
couldn’t be found. The entire staff was trau-
matized. It was heartbreaking.”

Just a few days after the attacks, Robert
Richner died. “My dad added to the person-
al trauma of 9/11,” Cliff recalled. “On 9/11,
he was in the rehab unit on the fourth floor
of Long Beach Medical Center — you could
see the smoke from his hospital window.
And in fairly short order, he was moved to

The U.S. govemnment just
imposed a new fax on
newsprint, increasing the cost
of the paper you are holding.
These fariffs hurt newspapers,
readers, workers and local
communities.

PROTECT YOUR RIGHT TO READ.

TELL YOUR REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS
TO STOP THE TARIFFS ON NEWSPRINT.

983839

® @ SO RrsON
PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS

New York Hospital. Dad was kind of a news
junkie, and he spent the last week of his life
watching CNN replay all these horrors over
and over. We were dealing with our own per-
sonal drama in the middle of that.”

Rising from the ashes

In 2004, Richner faced the biggest chal-
lenge of his career when a fire destroyed the
company’s longtime headquarters in Law-
rence, where newspapers had been pub-
lished since 1927. The fire not only
destroyed the paper’s print and photo
archives, including bound volumes from

1895, but also threatened to put the company
out of business. Still, Cliff said, there was
never any talk of giving up.

“First and foremost, at that point, we had
an obligation to our employees,” he said.
“People needed to work, we needed to work
and we wanted to continue.”

The very next day, the Richners found a
temporary warehouse space in West Hemp-
stead, and the 150-person company didn’t
miss an issue.

“The fire presented all sorts of logistical
problems,” Richner recalled. “It was very
traumatic but the staff really came through.
When it counted the most, people all pulled
together and we got the paper out that week.
I'm very proud of the fact that we’ve never
missed an issue.”

Two years later, the company moved into
a state-of-the-art building in Garden City,
where the Heralds and other publications
are printed.

Looking ahead

Both Richner brothers said they have
confidence in the future of the company.

“Everyone on the staff works very hard
and takes the responsibility of getting those
papers out on time very seriously,” added
Cliff. “I really think we made a difference
through a lot of stories. We’ve helped a lot
of groups over the years — we’ve closed
power plants and helped people preserve
open space — and we try to make a differ-
ence in the things that people are passionate
about.”
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Drill teams battle by the bay for a good cause

By ALYSSA SEIDMAN

aseidman@Iliherald.com

A cloudless sky stretched across scenic
Centre Island Beach last Saturday at Bay-
ville Fire Company’s 7th annual Battle by
the bay. Nine drill teams from across Nas-
sau County attended the invitational,
including the Sea Cliff Cell Crushers to
compete in a series of service drills, all
while benefiting local charities.

One by one, teams raced down the nar-
rowed track to complete different tasks:
footing ladders, connecting hydrants,
replacing hoses, adjusting nozzles, hitting
targets. The members sprinted along with
determined speed, sounding back and
forth to one another to ensure unflinching
efficiency, as if the threat of a blaze was
omnipresent.

“The tournament features old fash-
ioned drills, and we compete mostly for
bragging rights, but it’s also good for
morale and puts into practice a lot of
skills we use every day,” said Zachary
Ney, a member of Bayville’s drill team,
the Oak Neckers.

“It’s fun, but it’s also making sure you
can work together effectively as a team,
communicate and dedicate the time to
work on the drills.”

The drill teams faced off in six races
over the course of the tournament: effi-
ciency, ladder footing, cart running, hose
replacement, efficiency replacement and
2-into-1 hose replacement.

Photos by Alyssa Seidman/Herald Gazette

SEA CLIFF’S FINEST performed a running hose replacement drill to outdo the other drill teams.

Ney explained that while the contend-
ing teams compete in similar tourna-
ments year-round, Bayville’s invitational
tournament offers firefighters the oppor-
tunity to do more than show off.

Proceeds from this year’s event will be
donated to The Heather Pendergast and
Chief Michael Hallquest funds, and spon-
sor scholarships for two Locust Valley
High School graduating seniors, one of
which was the Oak Neckers own Julia

Giannoutsos.

The Heather Pendergast Fund assists
sick children of local firefighter or EMS
volunteers to help cover the cost of medi-
cal bills, and the Chief Michael Hallquest
Fund benefits the family of a former Sea
Cliff fire chief who lost a battle with
brain cancer earlier this year.

Sea Cliff’s drill team captain William
Koopmann, of Glen Cove, said the invita-
tional’s dedication to their fallen chief

meant a lot to them. “It was a little added
incentive to run and do our best for our
chief,” he said. “We were happy to be
there and happy to be a part of it.”

Event emcee John Doyle, an ex-chief
of the Bayville Fire Company, said the
invitational helps bring attention to other
aspects besides the fire service. “So many
organizations throughout the community
step up and support it. It tells us that
we’re on to something here, and it’s some-
thing worth doing.”

For Doyle, who has attended drill tour-
naments for the last 35 years — as long as
he’s been a firefighter — bringing fire-
fighters together for a good cause and
some healthy competition is great for the
community to see, too.

“Competitions like this are a great eye-
opener to the youth of the community,”
Doyle said. “There’s so much more than
answering alarms and training and going
to school. There are days like this where
the camaraderie of the fire service comes
out.”

Ney, who’s coming up on his tenth year
as a volunteer firefighter, agreed. “We
really love to give back to the community,
and for them to know we're ready to go 24
hours a day and be as respectful and cour-
teous as possible really means a lot to
me,” he said.

Both the Bayville Oak Neckers and the
Sea Cliff Cell Crushers will compete in
the New York State drill tournament next
month.

e Throat cancer

e Popcorn lung

o Kidney disease

o Lung cancer

o Heart disease

o Sexual dysfunction

e Impedes brain
development
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Re-evaluate your ‘stuft’

Downsize your home without losing your mind

By Debbie Ginsberg

If it takes a village to raise a child, guess
how much effort it takes to downsize your
home to prepare for a move?

Whether you are the baby boomer mov-
ing to downsize your living space or it's your
senior parent who needs to move to a smaller
apartment, the first question that pops into
one’s head is —“Where do | begin?”

A super organized person may be able to
tackle the job on their own, but often it
comes at a physical cost since the job of
downsizing is so laborious it can actually
hurt!

The phrase “organizing a move” is very
apropos to this discussion because it takes
quite a bit of organizing to do this right and
not waste money or time.

The other aspect to consider are the costs
involved throughout the move process. If
done properly, costs can be kept to a mini-
mum. When requiring help from a profes-
sional there can be room for additional sav-
ings and you will benefit from their knowl-
edge and expertise throughout this ‘project’

When should you start downsizing? The
answer is that once you even consider mov-
ing you should begin the purging process.
Sorting through your closets, one at a time,
eliminating the items you absolutely don't
need is not an easy process. You can invite a
friend to help you through this selection or
hire a Professional Organizer or Move

s

Manager. Both the National Association of
Professional Organizers (Napo.net) and the
National Association of Senior Move
Managers (NASMM.com) are great resources
for finding professionals in your local area.

Get your documents in order. Oh dear,
it's been years since your organized your
documents and they are all over the place.
Rest assured that you are not alone in this
disorganization.

The best thing to do is to create a shred-
ding box and start putting documents (other
than investment papers) that are more than
six years old into the shred box. The docu-
ments you are keeping should be divided
into categories; Accountant, Insurance,
Banking, Auto, Investments, Retirement
Funds, Doctors information and Medical
History.

These are your vital records. There are
fireproof and waterproof file tote boxes
where you can store the most current infor-
mation.This container should be placed in an
area that is close to your front door so that in
case of an emergency you can walk out the
door with your vital information.

If you have this vital record system in
place then you are ready to take it with you,in
an organized fashion, for the move. For the
other documents, consider buying banker
boxes and placing documents divided by the
categories listed above. Mark the boxes
accordingly.

Organizers will be happy to teach you

[y
=

Begin your preparations by creating a list of tasks that need to be achieved to accomplish every aspect of moving.

document management and set you up with
an easy-to-follow organizing system. The
heightened sense of feeling overwhelmed is
often associated with the amount of docu-

ments that have been ignored over the years.

This is a great time to begin a purging and

organizing process of your documents.

Included in downsizing is the need to shred
items.
Even if you have sold your home and
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are closingin less than three months, there’s
no need to panic. Three months is plenty of
time to have your items properly sorted and
your home completely cleaned out.

Many people can't tackle the enormity of
the volume of their things and find this pro-
cess overwhelming. Professional organizers
recommend that you start in one small area
of a room and stay in that room until done

Continued on page S-5
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Three-legged stool 1s wobbly

A look at sources of income in your later years

By Tom Margenau

I'm sure most people reading
this column have heard the term,
“the three-legged stool.” That refers
to the platform upon which your
retirement portfolio is to be built.
One of those legs represents your
Social Security benefit. The second
leg is savings and investments. And
the third leg propping you up in
retirement is a company pension.

Well, over the years, that stool
has gotten a little wobbly, primarily
because the company pension leg
keeps getting whittled away. Earning
a guaranteed monthly retirement
pension from your employer is now
about as common as getting your
company CEO to offer you the use of
his private jet and his vacation home
in Maui.

But a fourth leg has been added
to that retirement stool. It used to be
a little stubby thing. But it keeps
growing bigger and bigger. I'm talk-
ing about the leg that represents
earnings from a job.

Yup, boomers find themselves,
either out of necessity or just plain
restlessness, working and earning
money well into what were sup-
posed to be their “retirement”years.

I've been tracking this develop-
ment for years. And something just
happened in the last year or two that
is rather surprising. The earnings leg
of the retirement stool is now the
biggest and fattest leg of them all,
surpassing Social Security!

| give Social Security talks around
the country, usually as part of a larger
retirement seminar. One of the slides
in my presentation displays the
aggregate income (by source) of
senior citizens.

For many of the years the three
biggest pieces of the economic pie
of older folks were Social Security
benefits, asset income and pensions
— with Social Security always being
the biggest piece. Social Security was
always the biggest and fattest and
sturdiest leg on that retirement stool.
Job earnings was there, but as a little
spindly fourth leg. Yet it kept grow-
ing and growing.And now it's gotten
so big that it has finally surpassed
the Social Security leg.

According to the Social Security
Administration’s Office of Research,
Statistics, and Policy Analysis, here is
a breakdown of the aggregate
income of all senior citizens in this
country:

Vv Earnings: 34 percent

———

.

a)

More and more boomers are working during their “retirement” years.

Vv Social Security: 33 percent

V Private pensions: 12 percent

V Savings and investments: 9 percent

vV Government employee pensions:
8 percent

Vv Other income: 4 percent

In other words, for the country as
a whole, the senior citizen retirement
stool actually has six legs. Two of
them — Social Security and earnings
— are big and stout. The other four
have morphed into little appendag-
es. So it's a wobbly stool indeed.

Another way to look at that data
is to determine the most common
sources of income for the typical
retiree (as opposed to the nation-
wide aggregate income illustrated
above). When SSA’s research office
does this, here is what they find.

V 84 percent of seniors get a monthly
Social Security check.

V63 percent of seniors have asset
income.

Vv 37 percent of seniors get a monthly
private pension.

V29 percent of seniors work and
have earnings from their job.

V 16 percent of seniors get a govern-
ment employee retirement pen-
sion.

What that second set of statistics
tells us (when compared to the first
set) is that although only about a
third of seniors are working, for those
who do, the money they make repre-
sents a substantial part of their
income.

For 34 percent of all senior citi-
zens in the U.S,, their Social Security
check represents 90 percent or more
of their income. And for 62 percent,
Social Security is at least half of all
their retirement income. Another

| /1 3

number I've seen before, is that
about 20 percent of elderly
Americans are living on their Social
Security check — and nothing else.

Those are shocking numbers.
From the very beginning of the pro-
gram, people have been told that
Social Security should be just one
egg in their retirement basket. And
they certainly should not expect to
live on their Social Security checks.

Obviously, and sadly, lots of peo-
ple either didn't get that message, or
economic or family circumstances
forced them into relying too heavily
on their monthly Social Security
checks.

It seems that most of the people
who are overdependent on Social
Security are the ‘very old'— those in
their 80s and above. Younger folks,
especially those retiring now, have
gotten the message that you simply
cannot depend on the government
to support you in your old age.

For millions of seniors, Social
Security checks are the meat and
potatoes on our retirement plate. But
for a growing number of younger
seniors, their Social Security check is
just the gravy.

Tom Margenau worked for 32
years in a variety of positions for the
Social Security Administration before
retiring in 2005. He writes the nation-
ally syndicated column “Social
Security and You.”

Working into retirement offers opportunities for personal growth.

When it’s not yet
time to retire

Successfully transition
to a new career

Many men and women reach their 50s and 60s and decide the
adventure of anew challenge s simply too hard to resist. Oftentimes,
this new challenge comes in the form of a second career.

A career change doesn’t need to be huge. Maybe you want to
be promoted to a different role in your company, or change
departments, or work at another company in your industry.

Whatever your aspirations, you may not necessarily need to
go back to college to make it happen. Alternatively, workshops,
seminars and night courses are great opportunities to learn new
skills and earn certifications to widen your job prospects.“Don't
rely on your old skill set to move forward,” says Kerry Hannon,
career and retirement expert and author of “What's Next? Follow
your Passion and Find Your Dream Job.” “Lifelong learning is
essential for well-being, as well as for staying in the job market.”
Plus, many institutions and schools offer senior discounts, making
your new experiences more affordable, and therefore attainable.

Hannon advises testing out the job you want to pursue
before making the official leap.“Volunteer at a company in that
field and talk to people who currently work that job,” says
Hannon.”You may find that your dream job is not what you had
in mind ... before investing in advanced education or cutting ties
with your current place of business, it's important to experience
what you will be getting into.” It usually takes three to five years
to make a full career transition and gain traction, so think about
what you want to be doing for the next five years, not just now.

Consider different ways to turn your passions into income
opportunities. In this day of entrepreneurs and small-business
ventures, you may consider starting an online business. Maybe
you enjoy knitting or making jewelry.Hannon mentions a woman
who makes pillows out of old wedding dresses and sells them
online. This business model allows you to make your
own schedule and have complete control over the
product.

The point is that there is no single mold for a typical
job, and there’s certainly no single way to create a work
life that works for you.When thinking about a new job,
ask yourself:"Do | like to work with a team or by myself?
Do | enjoy working outside of the house, or do | prefer
working in the comfort of my home? Do | work best in
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SENIOR UPDATES

Understand your Medicare options

s a licensed agent with Aetna Medicare,

Karen Taylor can help you better understand

your Medicare options and help you choose
the plan that's right for you. Finding a plan that
provides you with value and access to quality care is
important.

We welcome the
opportunity to
discuss how an Aetna
Medicare plan can
fit your budget and
lifestyle. We can also
find out if you're
eligible for Extra Help
and other money-
saving programs, as
well as assist with
your application. Karen Taylor
Please contact the office at your convenience to
learn more.

Aetna Medicare is a PDP, HMO, PPO plan with a
Medicare contract. Our SNPs also have contracts
with State Medicaid programs. Enrollment in our
plans depends on contract renewal.

See Evidence of Coverage for a complete
description of plan benefits, exclusions, limitations
and conditions of coverage. Plan features and

availability may vary by service area.
aetna

Aetna Medicare
Office: 516-678-1069 ¢ Mobile: 917-684-6208

Senior Updates are supplied by advertisers and are not written by the Herald editorial staff.

GCF GLEN COVE FITNESS

At Glen Cove Fitness, we pride ourselves in:

e Offering our members a variety of free weights.

e Innovative cardio equipment.

e NEW HydroMassage Chairs!

¢ An affordable, comfortable environment for everyone!

An affordable low-pressure fitness club open 24 hours on weekdays and
7:00AM-7:00PM on weekends with plenty of free parking
conveniently located in downtown Glen Cove. Full locker room facilities.
Glen Cove Fitness is located at

44 School Street
516-656-0515

www.glencovefithess.com

The flght agalnst stress goes hlgh tech
at Glen Cove Fitness

tress levels among Americans nationwide are

higher now than they've been in years. How-

ever, a new dry hydrotherapy massage system
installed at a Glen Cove Fitness has helped Glen Cove
residents relax, relieve pain, and reduce stress in
recent months.

According to the American Massage Therapy
Association, 49 percent of consumers said they have
considered a massage to help manage stress in the
last year. Having seen the signs, Glen Cove Fitness
realized that their members needed help, and turned
to an unconventional piece of technology for relief.

Glen Cove Fitness found a solution in HydroMas-
sage, a dry hydrotherapy system that's been used for
over 20 years in locations such as the Mayo Clinic, the
US Olympic Training Center, and Walter Reed Army

Medical Hospital.

Members get the benefits of a powerful, heated
massage in as little as 10 minutes while remaining
clothed and dry, making HydroMassage a convenient
and affordable alternative to traditional massage
therapy. A Glen Cove Fitness representative noted
“people are just amazed at the relief they can get
from one session, but the best part is that HydroMas-
sage is affordable for everyone.”

“Let's face it; people are really stressed these
days. And, getting an hour-long massage can really
help, but it's normally too expensive to do regularly.
But with HydroMassage, we can really help people
get relief everyday.”

For more information on HydroMassage, call Glen
Cove Fitness at 516-656-0515.

Glen Cove Fitness
44 School St., Glen Cove ¢ 516-656-0515 ® www.glencovefitness.com

Senior Updates are supplied by advertisers and are not written by the Herald editorial staff.

PLAN AHEAD:
Protect your assets and your family

".f" 3 ' |

ou know you should plan ahead to protect

assets and you likely know about the

five-year look-back, but what does this really
mean and how should you plan ahead?

In order to protect
assets for the next
generation, those
assets must be taken
out of your name five
years before you have
a health care need
that may require you
to apply for Medicaid
benefits. The best way
to do this is by placing
assets into an irrevocable trust.

Be careful —only an irrevocable trust protects
assets, advises Jennifer B. Cona Esq., Managing
Partner of Genser Dubow Genser & Cona LLP. A
revocable trust does not.

Many people transfer title to their home into an
irrevocable trust as that is often their largest asset.
This can be done while preserving your right to live
in the house for life and while keeping your real
estate tax exemptions, such as STAR and Veterans
exemptions. The value of a house held in trust will
be protected after the five-year look-back passes
Should you decide to move, you can sell your house,
buy a new house, or the trust can simply hold the
cash proceeds from the sale. In either case, the

Jennifer Cona

®

whole value will continue to be protected. The only
difference is that the trustee you name will attend
the closing with you.

Any type of asset may be held in a trust, such as
cash, bank accounts, CDs, stocks, brokerage
accounts, mutual funds, annuities, etc. Once five
years pass, the assets held in the trust are protected.
Those assets will never have to be spent down on
the cost of your care. Instead, those life savings
will pass free and clear to your children or other
beneficiaries, as you intended.

It is never too early to plan and establishing an
asset protection trust is the first step toward
protecting your assets and your family.

/ GENSER DUBOW
\.I GENSER & CONA LLP

ELDER LAW COUNSELORS

Genser Dubow Genser & Cona LLP
225 Broadhollow Rd., Suite 200, Melville e 631-390-5000 e www.genserlaw.com

Senior Updates are supplied by advertisers and are not written by the Herald editorial staff.



Downsize your home without losing your mina

Continued from page S-2

and then you can move into the next room.

Here’s the hitch; these are your items and
you have an emotional attachment to your
cherished treasures. This is where a third-par-
ty vendor comes into the picture.

A professional organizer/move manager
doesn’t have an emotional attachment and is
trained to reason with you with regards to
whether you should keep, donate or toss each
specific item. They will offer suggestions such
as inviting family and friends over to select
from a table set up with your giveaways. The
joy you will have from sharing your memora-
bilia is greater than simply donating your
items.

Choosing a professional mover is
another time consuming task. Typically
people call two to three moving companies
for estimates.The time to call in a mover is two
to three weeks before the move.

Keep in mind that if you move on the first
few days or the last few days of a month, this
is considered peak time. You will spend more
money during peak time, so if possible try to
book in the middle of the month. Often, pro-
fessional movers offer discounts. Call to learn
how you can be eligible for their discounts.

Performing the minutiae involved with
moving can now be delegated to someone
else, making the move less stressful.

As with any home-related service, do your
research when hiring an professional orga-
nizer/move manager. There are many vari-
ables and costs will vary.

Meet with several companies since you

——

Many people have filled their homes with items that were never used.

want to become familiar with the services
each offer.It’s not advisable to hire the person
who charges the least, as it can cost you more
in the long run. Try to get an estimate for the
entire job during your consultation. Ask how
they can save you money during the move
process. Find out how long they have been in
business and whether they have a staff or if

they work on their own. This can mean the
difference in time, which may be a big consid-
eration. Question whether they are licensed
and insured and if their vendors are also
licensed and insured.

Be careful about hiring vendors who
move things in and out of your home who are
not insured as damage can occur and can

very well end up being your expense. That
‘bargain’ of a vendor is no longer a bargain.
Debbie Ginsberg is a Professional
Organizer and Certified Move Manager and
has been in business since 2010. She can be
reached at 516-984-9365 or Info@
BestJunkRemovalServices.com.ll

Get a Medicare plan that works for you

right now.

Aetna Medicare

You may be able to enroll in
a Medicare Advantage plan

Call today

Karen R. Taylor

1-516-678-1069 (TTY: 711)

8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday - Friday
A licensed sales agent will answer your call.

www.aethnamedicare.com

aetna

Aetna Medicare is a PDP, HMO, PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Our SNPs also have contracts with State Medicaid
programs. Enrollment in our plans depends on contract renewal. Our dual-eligible Special Needs Plan is available to anyone
who has both Medical Assistance from the state and Medicare. See Evidence of Coverage for a complete description of plan
benefits, exclusions, limitations and conditions of coverage. Plan features and availability may vary by service area.

982915
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Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS

Piquant taste
Winter ailment
Painter
Chagall
Thought
Arctic bird
Met melody
Slaughter
Vend

Type squares
Doctor's due
Any of 150 in
the Bible
Doorstep item
Lemon
meringue, e.g.
Sacrifice site
Spa fixture
The Red and
the Black
Formal wear

Start a garden 51 For fear that
Popular place 52 Fourth letter

to socialize
Heredity fac-
tors

Pick a target
Existed
Animal
Purse
Mauna —
Not pizzicato
"Manon"
composer
Opposed
Pismire
Unaccomp-
anied

Crossword

g

27 |28 |29

9 Vicinity

10 Small stream
53 Recipe meas. 11 At peace

16 Somewhere
DOWN out there

1

w Nk WM

Fourth dimen-
sion

20 Snapshot
21 Chief who

Leading man? befriended
Untouchable the Pilgrims
Eliot 22 Latin for
Petrol "peace"
Aspect 23 Fire residue
Entice 24 Zodiac cat
Guitar's 25 Tit for —
cousin 26 Stick out

Some physio- 27 Buddhist sect
therapists 28 Wye follower
© 2018 King Fecaturcs Synd., Inc.

Egos' coun-
terparts
Male turkey
Fruit stone
Jokes
Squander
False god
Sea eagle
Performances
Poison

Door opener
Morays, e.g.
On

Crazy
Superlative
suffix

T

REGAL

321 Merrick Rd - Lynbrook

THE GREAT BOOK GURU
Love gone mad

ear Great Book Guru,

Friday nights in the summer

here in Sea CIliff are truly magi-

cal. From 7to 10

p.m. music fills the sandy

shores of Sea Cliff Beach; the o )":

sun begins to set, and the
crowd grows mellow. I get
there early, have dinner at the
Beach Café and settle down
with a good book as I wait for
the music to begin. I haven’t
read a mystery this entire
summer. Do you have one you
would recommend?

—Friday Night Music Lover

ANN
DIPIETRO

sive love for Verity or V as he calls her.
The two met in college. She is the daugh-
ter of a wealthy family, while he is the
son of an abusive, alcoholic
single mother. When the book
opens, Mike is in prison for
having killed someone and is
discussing his defense. Noth-
ing is as it seems as he
recounts the details of his
relationship with V over an
eight- year period and its
recent unraveling. Who is
telling the truth, who has the
most to lose, who are these
people? Set in present day

Dear Friday Night Music
Lover,

I just read a very unusual and compel-
ling mystery noir: “Our Kind of Cruel-
ty,” by Araminta Hall. It’s told from the
unreliable perspective of Mike Hall, a
young banker driven mad by his obses-

London, this novel is a beauti-

fully written but devastating
description of love gone mad. Recom-
mended!

Would you like to ask the Great Book
Guru for a book suggestion? Contact her
at annmdipietro@gmail.com.

Have a
great
story?

Community Newspapers
www.liherald.com

Call our editors today
516-569-4000
or email
lane®@liherald.com

Enter towin a

‘ontest period begins
mplete details and full
n/contests.

_ommunity Newspapers
Community Newspaper

PARKING IS

EASY!

» Valet service available!
Pistilli Building, 303 Merrick Rd.

* 4-hour municipal parking all
around town.

* Transit options including local
buses, Lyft, and Uber stopping
just outside the theatre.




STEPPING OUT

Where to go, what to do, who to see

The legend rolls on

Go for a ride at Long Island

Children’s

et behind the handlebars and rev

those engines. “Hands-On Harley-

Davidson,” Long Island Children’s
Museum’s latest immersive exhibit, has
take up residence here for the summer,
closing Sept. 2.

The interactive traveling exhibit,
created by the Betty Brinn Children’s
Museum in Milwaukee, Wis., is a lively
installation that enhances the lore of the
iconic motorcycle brand.

“The roar of a motorcycle is a sound
we associate with the season as many
Long Islanders take to the highways to
enjoy summer sights,” says the museum’s
Director of Education Aimee Terzulli.
“This exhibit lets children get up close
with these fascinating vehicles and explore
the science behind those exciting sounds.”

Three theme areas take everyone from
the drawing board to the open road.

Visitors can become design engineers
and learn how acceleration, speed, friction
and gravity affect a motorcycle in motion.
Using a series of ramps, jumps and curves,
families can build a custom test track and
conduct experiments to see what happens
when a rider throttles, leans into a curve
or descends a mountain road. You can
choose a “motorcycle tour” using an
interactive world map to learn about the
bike’s mechanical systems, solve math
challenges and see fascinating

Museum

=

(" AR

Photos courtesy LICM

Live to Ride...Ride to Live...explore the Harley-Davidson mystique at a kid-size motor-

cyle dealership and engineering lab.

interchangeable custom motor parts and
accessories, including magnetic flames,
logos, saddlebags and a personalized
license plate. Even get that engine revving
to give the custom bike a test.

person riding experience, which includes a
throttle to control the speed of your bike,
working turn signals, costumes, audio
effects, and even the wind in your face.

A multi-level play space, created with

It's timé to hit the open road.

overall experience. Upcoming
programming includes “Ready Set Go!” on
Aug. 9. Examine how people have sought
out adventure through different means of
reaching foreign lands and undiscovered
places. Discuss the first motorcycles and
let those imaginations go using fun
materials to create a travel machine for the
future.

There’s also a “Build-Your-Own
Motorcycle workshop on Aug. 15, which
focuses on customizing bikes. Design and
create a one-of-a-kind motorcycle with
paper, markers and moving wheels. And at
“Zooming with Color and Friction,” on
Aug. 28, participants can explore friction,
the force that resists motion between two
objects when they come in contact with
one another. Using ramps, different

8102 ‘9z AInf —31137¥D A1VY3IH IA0D N319

destinations. Safety is critical on real Harley-Davidson parts, accessories textures and rolling objects, experiment to
. In the . theroad. Role-playasa  and sounds complements the “dealership.”  see how friction works. Then create
dealership HANDS-ON motorcycle-riding “The exhibit has a strong STEM friction-inspird art to take home using

component, learn - community service [science, technology, engineering, and paint and a variety of different sized balls.
about engine parts HARLEY-DAVIDSON officer, complete witha  math] focus with a lot of opportunities for “Kids are innately drawn to the look,
and how they work Admission: $14 for adults and “see yourself” monitor ~ imaginative play,” says Claire Flynn, the sound and power of these vehicles,”
together to create a mission: or adults an and videos that help museum’s youth STEM coordinator. “It’s ~ Terzulli says. “Adults like all those same
smooth and safe children, $13 seniors, free to visitors understand fun and engaging, and does a good job of things, as well as the fact that their
ride. Step into one museum members an_d_ children traffic safety;, hand breaking down complicated concepts.” children are being introduced to the laws
of the bays Whe}"e under 1 year old. Additional fees for signals and preparing She notes that the exhibit has an of physics as they create a series of
you'll find kid-sized theater and special programs apply. for a trip. intergenerational appeal. “The different motorcycle ramps, jumps and curves. It's a
motorcycles View the LICM events calendar at Also gear up with a aspects are exciting and also informative. ~ perfect choice to combat concerns of a
inspired by a real www.licm.org for additional vest and helmet and It’s a loud exhibit that draws everyone in.  summer learning slide.”
Harley-Davidson information or call (516) 224-5800. learn about protective People are excited to find out what’s — Karen Bloom
Road King. There Where: Long Island Children’s equipment that keeps making all that noise.” kbloom@liherald.com
you can build your Museum. Museum Row. Garden City riders safe. Take a As always, the museum’s staff has
dream-ride using ’ ’ ' “ride” during the first- planned themed activities to enhance the

v concer WEEKEND g

. fﬁ ::ranzS tsrghubsyn,
gor VINSKY, A

Patty G“ n Out and About Cesar Cui, Richard

The acclaimed songstress has made her Rodney Bennett,

}'(V)T}Z ;gnlé)af]n% El?ar]l? dgg zgro%ugrgptﬂ:gur;y;f that continue in your head when the music ends.’ Griffin’s characteristic expressive ﬁ&%eéiglﬁgﬁ’gu el

consequentiallsin ger-songwiters of her vocals —equal measures passion and poignancy — and her potent songwriting blur the Mark Mcarron ’

generation, ghes it her all in a cynamic lines betweer) the perspnal, the spmt_uql gnd the pollt!caI.These songs move and Paul Reade ah d

evening of,music making, Her wide-ranging persuade while they dive deep. She is joined by special guest Olivia Chaney. Harvey S chhi dt

canon Tcisively exolores the infimats Sunday, July 29, 7 p.m. $58, $53, $48. Landmark on Main Street, Jeanne Rimsky As always. the

Y exp : . Theater, 232 Main St, Port Washington. (516) 767-6444 or www. as, he

moments and universal emotions that bind landmarkonmainstreet.org repertoire mixes

us together. Over the course of two decades, e well-loved, familiar

the two-time Grammy award winner (and SE ASON AL sou N DS composers with

unfamiliar works,
often resulting
from collaborations with composers and arrangers. Bring your lawn chair or blanket
and enjoy another relaxing afternoon under the Gardens' historic beech tree,
weather permitting.

Sunday, July 29, 3 p.m. Free with Gardens’ admission. Old Westbury Gardens, 71
0Old Westbury Rd., Old Westbury. (516) 333-0048 or www.oldwestburygardens.org.

seven-time nominee) has crafted nine
classic studio albums and two live
collections. Her body of work in progress -
prompted the New York Times to hail her for |
“writing cameo-carved songs that create
complete emotional portraits of specific
people...ner songs have independent lives

Beech Tree Concert Series

Enjoy the glorious grounds of Old Westbury Gardens and listen to some stirring
sounds at the concert series finale. Artist-in-residence cellist Suzanne Mueller and
her Cross Island ensemble, featuring pianist Elinor Abrams Zyas, is oined by
clarinetist Joshua Redman. The closing program includes music by Max Bruch, Tom
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Coming Attractions

Performances/
On Stage

Newsies

Musical based on the 1992 film,
inspired by the real-life Newsboys
Strike of 1899 in New York City,
Thursday, July 26,2 and 8 p.m.;
Friday, July 27, 8 p.m.; Saturday,
July 28, 3 and 8 p.m.; Sunday, July
29,2 and 7 p.m. John W. Engeman
Theater, 250 Main St., Northport.
(631) 261-2900 or
www.engemantheater.com.

Benny & The Jets

The Elton John tribute band in concert,
Thursday, July 19, 8 p.m.Theodore Roos-
evelt Memorial Park, Oyster Bay.

Chicken Head

The local band in concert, as part of the Sun-
set Serenade series, Thursday, July 26, 7 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Park, Sea Cliff.

Darla

The progressive funk band in concert wit h
indie rockers Ritual Talk, Thursday, July 26,
8 p.m. My Father’s Place at the Roslyn
Hotel, 1221 Old Northern Blvd., Roslyn.
625-2700 or www.myfathersplace.com

The Liverpool Shuffle

The popular Beatles tribute band in con
cert, Thursday, July 26, 7 p.m. Vanderbilt
Museum, 180 Little Neck Rd., Centerport.
(631) 854-5579 or
www.vanderbiltmuseum.org.

A Midsummer Night's Dream
Shakespeare’s beloved comedy, Friday, July
27,8 p.m.; Sunday, July 29, 7 p.m. Car-
riage House Players, Vanderbilt Museum,
180 Little Neck Rd., Centerport. 557-1207
or www.vanderbiltmuseum.org.

Hot Jazz Jumpers

The eclectic jazz band in concert, Friday,
July 27, 7 p.m. Planting Fields Arboretum,
1395 Planting Fields Rd., Oyster Bay. 922-
9210 or www.plantingfields.org.

Jason Liebman and the Firewhistles

The singer-songwriter and his band n concert,
as part of the Summer Music Series, Friday
July 27, 7 p.m. Sea Cliff Beach, Sea Cliff.

Open Mic Night
Local talents perform. Friday July 27, 7
p.m.The Commons, Bayville.

Voyage
The popular Journey tribute band in
concert, with special guest The
Cringe, Friday, July 27, 8 p.m.The
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., Hun-
tington. (800) 745-3000 or www.
ticketmaster.com or www.para-
mountny.com.

together as a duo, or as solo performers.

Glenn Tilbrook

Glenn Tilbrook, the voice and face of Squeeze, brings his acoustic tour to the reincamated
My Father's Place, with his son Leon Tilbrook as special guest, on Friday, Aug. 17,at 8 p.m.

[t was 1973 when Tilbrook and Chris Difford first formed the band that would see them
dubbed The New Lennon and McCartney’. Decades later they continue to tour in Squeeze,

Tilbrook's solo shows have continued to rise in popularity with Squeeze fans. His concerts
are combination of a consummately professional, yet distinctly personal performance, the famil-
iarity of those wonderful Squeeze songs (both new and old), and the occasional spontaneous
interpretation of a respected song by another artist.

Tickets are $62; available at www.myfathersplace.com.

My Father’s Place at the Roslyn Hotel, 1221 Old Northern Blvd. Roslyn.

Strawberry Fields

The Beatles tribute band in concert, part
of the Downtown Sounds summer concert
series, Friday, July 27, 7:30 p.m. Village
Square Plaza at Glen, School and Bridge
St.,, Glen Cove. Visit www.glencovedown-
town.org for more information.

Arlen Roth

The renowned guitarist in concert, with a
Guitar Summit, Saturday, July 28, 8 p.m.
My Father’s Place at the Roslyn Hotel,
1221 0ld Northern Blvd., Roslyn. 625-
2700 or www.myfathersplace.com.

Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band

The singer-songwriter and his blues band
in concert, Saturday, July 28, 8 p.m. With
the Beth Hart Band. The Space, 250 Post
Ave. Westhury. 800-745-3000 or www.tick-
etmaster.com or www.theespaceatwest-
bury.com.

Wild Child

The tribute band in concert, with a Jim
Morrison Celebration, Saturday, July 28, 8
p.m.The Paramount, 370 New York Ave.,
Huntington. (800) 745-3000 or www.tick-
etmaster.com or www.paramountny.com.

Kevin Hart

The actor-comic showcases his
standup routine, with his “Irrespon-
sible” tour, Sunday, July 29, 7 p.m.
Nassau Coliseum, Uniondale. (800)
745-3000 or www.tickmaster.com
or www.nycblive.com.

Oh What a Night

The Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons
tribute band in concert, Sunday, July 29,
7:30 p.m. Morgan Park, Germaine St.,
Glen Cove. 671-0017.

Brit Floyd

The popular Pink Floyd tribute band in
concert, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 8 p.m.The
Paramount, 370 New York Ave., Hunting-
ton. (800) 745-3000 or www.ticketmas-
ter.com or www.paramountny.com

Vince Giordano and the Nighthawks
The acclaimed jazz band in concert, as
part of the Picnic Pops concert series,
Wednesday, Aug. 1,7 p.m.; with dance
lessions, 6:30 p.m. Old Westbury Gar-
dens, 71 Westbury Rd., Old Westbury.
333-0048 or www.oldwestbury.org.

Steady Archer

The local band in concert, as part of the Sun-
set Serenade series, Thursday, Aug. 2, 7 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Park, Sea Cliff.

For the Kids

Frogs, Bugs and Animals

Get up close and personal with a variety
of animals, presented by Green Meadows
Farm, Thursday, July 26, 4:30 p.m. All ani-
mals can be safely touched. Everyone is
encouraged to participate in the Chicken
Dance and laugh with a surprise charac-
ter. For grades Kindergarten and up. Reg-
istration required. Glen Cove Public
Library, 4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen Cove.
676-2130 or www.glencovelibrary.org.

Think Up:Think Up!

0ld Westbury Whodunits

Investigate the wonders of nature and his-
tory’s mysteries at Old Westbury Gardens,

Saturday, July 28, 10:30 a.m. Go on fact
finding hunts through Westbury House and
gardens to uncover clues and solve riddles.
For ages 8 and up. Free with admission.
0Old Westbury Gardens, 71 Westbury Rd.,
0Old Westbury. 333-0048 or www.oldwest-
bury.org.

Storytime at the Beach

Enjoy a story, craft and song, presented
by Sea Cliff Library, Wednesday, Aug.1,
10:30 a.m. Sea Cliff Beach, Sea Cliff.
671-4290 or www.seaclifflibrary.org.

Crafty Kids: Clouds

Read Tom Lichtenheld’s “Cloudette” and
Charles Green’s “It Looked Like Spilt Milk,”
Thursday, Aug. 2, 4 p.m.Then make 3-D
cloud pictures using cotton balls, glue,
shaving cream and other supplies. For
grades K-2. Registration required. Gold
Coast Public Library, 50 Railroad Ave.,
Glen Head. 759-8300 or
www.goldcoastlibrary.org.

All Things Harry Potter

Talk trivia about the famous sorcerer,
Wednesday, Aug. 1, 4 p.m. Design magi-
cian’s wands and more. For grades 5-12.
Registration required. Glen Cove Public
Library, 4 Glen Cove Ave., Glen Cove.
676-2130 or www.glencovelibrary.org.

Fool the Eye Art Workshop

Create a faux ice cream spill with model-
ing clay, Thursday, Aug. 2, 7 p.m Make your
own ice cream sundaes follow the pro-
gram. For grades 6 and up. Registration
required. Glen Cove Public Library, 4 Glen
Cove Ave., Glen Cove. 676-2130 or www.
glencovelibrary.org.

Movies By Moonlight

See “Cars 3, the latest installment of the
Disney/Pixar animated series, Thursday, Aug.
2, 8 p.m.Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Park
and Beach, Oyster Bay.

Museums/Galleries
and more...

Coast Guard Art

An exhibit depicting the mission of the
U.S. Coast Guard, including search and
rescue and boat patrols, along with buoy
tending and training exercises. Artists on
view include James Consor, Karen Loew,
and Glen Head residents Susanne Cor
belletta and Charles Van Horn, among
others. Through Sept. 15. North Shore
Historical Museum, 140 Glen St., Glen
Cove. 801-1191 or www.northshorehis-
toricalmuseum.org.

Heavy Metal:

Photographs by Jan Staller

An exhibition of Staller's large-scale pho-
tographs that transform the industrial
environment. Found industrial objects are
presented as sculptural artifacts of the
post-industrial age. Through July 29.
Heckscher Museum of Art, Main St. and
Prime Ave., Huntington. (631) 351-3250
or www.heckscher.org.

True Colors

A full range of color's magic is on display
in this exuberant show of over 100 works
from the 19th century to the current hot

talents. From Monet and Matisse to Mark

Rothko and Frank Stella, and onward to
the huge Color Field canvases and pulsing
neon sculptures of today, color as a means
of expression is the keynote for this exhibi-
tio n. Nassau County Museum of Art, 1
Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. 484-9338 or
WWW.nassaumuseum.org.

Urban Pop

An exhibition of artists who bring a myriad
of visual cultural influences to their fine art
practice. Some hone their skills on the
street, others working in the studio find
their own version of pop urban art, some
having unique language of their own, that
can't be categorized within a specific
movement. Through Sept. 8. Gold Coast
Arts Center, 113 Middle Neck Rd., Great
Neck. 829-2570 or www.goldcoastarts.org.

Movie Time

See, “Hurricane Heist,” the thriller
about a plot to rob a U.S. Mint lying
in the trajectory of a quickly
approaching Category 5 hurricane,
Thursday, July 26, 2 and 6:30 p.m.
Oyster Bay-East Norwich Public
Library, 89 East Main St., Oyster
Bay. 922-1212.

Film Showing

See the 1950 film noir classic “Woman on
the Run,” Friday, July 27,2 p.m. ; also
“Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool,” a
drama about the May-December romance
between English actor Peter Turner and
aging movie star Gloria Grahame, based
on his memoir, Tuesday, July 31, 2 p.m.
Gold Coast Public Library, 50 Railroad
Ave., Glen Head. 759-8300 or www.gold-
coastlibrary.org.

Sketching in the Galleries

All ages can express their creativity and
sketch in the museum’s gallery space,
Sunday, July 29, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Help
yourself to a variety of drawing supplies,
grab a seat and create. Free with admis-
sion. Heckscher Museum of Art, Main St.
and Prime Ave., Huntington. (631) 351-
3250 or www.heckscher.org.

Afternoon Movie

See “Game Night,” the black comedy
about a weekly couples game night gone
wrong, Tuesday, July 31, 1:15 p.m. Sea
Cliff Library, 300 Sea Cliff Ave., Sea CIiff.
671-4290 or www.seaclifflibrary.org.

E\TEWTS

Having an event?
Submissions can be emailed to
kbloom@liherald.com.
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car We Service Foreign & Domestic Cars i 5
i OFF

WWW. covetlre com
THE REG. PRICE

277 GLEN GOVE AVENUE ALL VEHICLES

Sea Cliff, NY
3 NOT VALID WITH ANY
. 516-676-2202  : Srgigion
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Serving the Community since 1983

blaCk Brian E. Pickering
forest

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

works

o

0, 2,30 Yard Dumps ers
Removal of Household & Construction Debris
Complete Demolition and more!
516-759-5300 Licensed/Insured

983451

TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

||‘eman l cableman FLAT SCREEN TV'S INSTALLED

+ Computer Networking
+ CATS5/6 Gabling
« Telephone Jacks COMPETITIVE

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL WORK

GUARANTEED
Lic # 54264-RE

« Camera Systems
+ HDTV Antennas
« GCable TV Extensions

« Surround Sound/Stereos

+ Commercial/Residential W
Trouble Shooting

516-433-9473 - 631-667-9473 " www pAVEWIREMAN.COM

(WIRE) (WIRE)

984144

* EXTRA INCOME PART TIME *

Are you looking to build a home base business?
Eco-Friendly Wellness Products
No risk, no inventory, no investment and no selling
UNLIMITED GROWTH POTENTIAL
Call John Maniec

917-750-7842

980015

HELP WANTED
LANDSCAPING HELPER

Own Transportation
$14.00/ Hour

Job Requires Applicant To Be Able
To Handle Strenuous Activities

Please Call Thomas
516-467-9155

980033

Visit us today for
a free estimate

Watch
L]
Repair
Expert watchmaker repairing fine timepieces
- Patek, Rolex, Omega & more
- Cleaning & overhauls
« Crystal, battery and watch band replacements
SANDS POINT SHOP
15 Main Street, Port Washington

516.767.2970- SandsPointShop.com
Open _\{(mday—Saturday 9:30-5pm, T'Imr?;(]ays till Gpm,

980454

o o o o ¢

Chlmney ng, Ent Inc

Chimney Cleaning&  (516) 766-1666
Masonry Services
Done By Firefighters That Care |
chimneykinginc.net

© Chimneys Rebuilt, Repaired & Relined oL
o Stainless Steel Liners Installed B

FulIy licensed and insured *H0708010000
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Pressure
Washing

Asphalt
Driveway
Sealing

Painting

Call or Text
516-532-1479

Andrew Hoyle, Owner GLExteriors923@gmail.com

FRITZ + HOLLANDER

We buy all types of Mid-Century, Art Deco,
90’s to the 70’s Furniture, Lighting,
Art and Record Collections

Serving LI, The 5 Boro’s and Westchester

FREE APPRAISALS AND HIGHEST PRICE PAID!
CALL NOW AND ASK FOR ROB @ 914-673-7489

51— ogpy
ariing utu(!Eumemg
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SINTO  COUTURE

Elenm (e, N Yok

982561

OFF ANY
AIRPORT TRIP!

Family Owned & Operated e Serving the North Shore Since 1988

@ * LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

* AIRPORT SERVICES

(PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
- e MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS
i . WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL
516-883-3800

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

981874

i JOB OPPORTUNITY

$17 PPHNYC * $14.50 P/H LI
If you currently care for your relatives or
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare,
you may be eligible to start working for
them as a personal assistant.
No Certificates needed
(347) 462-2610 * (347) 565-6200

984432

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
ANYWHERE

Wh_eels F or “We Accept All Vehicles
y Wishes ... Iy,

879802

Make-A-Wish®
. Suffolk County or Suffolk County

5 Metro New York ¢dll: (631) 317-2014
\ Metro New York

WheelsForWlshes org Call: (631) 317-2014
w * Car Donatios F d:m d'h/a Wheels For li h To Learn more abow: T programs
or financial information, visit el /rwwullm'.arg.

T0 PLAGE
AN AD IN THE

MARKETPLAGE

DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company FREE

A less expensive way to help Information Kit

get the dental care you deserve! b

Flrsizin

4:1-855-225-1434 g ST

¥ Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in
your pocket

¥ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan
¥ You can get coverage before your next checkup
Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE

Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129 982973

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

MB17-NMOO3Ec

PLEASE CALL
516-569-4000 ext. 286
OR EMAIL

ereynolds@liherald.com

James Auto Works

¢ Long Island’s Premier Auto Body Specialist
¢ Finest Paint and Materials for Long Lasting Repair

¢ Paintless dent removal & Detailing services
¢ Lease return Inspections

161 Sea Cliff Avenue e Glen Cove, NY 11542  516.676.2943
Email: james@jamesautoworks.com ¢ JamesAutoWorks.com
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REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF the Glen Cove City Council voted against the appointment of two Finance Committee members.

Committee appointments blocked

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

After the meeting, Maccarone said, two
members of the public who have such
experience approached him and said they
would be interested in joining the com-
mittee, and would have expressed interest
sooner if they had known that the council
was accepting resumes.

Silverman, meanwhile, said, “By vot-
ing down these qualified volunteers,
council members have politicized this
committee instead of doing what’s right
for the community.”

During the public comment section of
the meeting, Barbara Peebles, a former
deputy mayor under Mayor Reginald Spi-
nello, suggested that if the council were
allowed to vote on the appointments sepa-
rately, one of the candidates might have
been approved.

At a pre-council meeting a week earli-
er, when the appointments were brought
up for discussion, none of the council
members raised concerns about either
Swirnoff or Moschetta. Maccarone told
the Herald Gazette that the appointees’
resumes were presented at that meeting,
but members did not have time to read

them thoroughly before the discussion.

The council had already appointed
three members to the committee: Kitty
Stewart, Joseph Panetta and Cynthia
Kubala. Panetta has since resigned, citing
a health condition.

The committee’s mission statement —
which the council approved in May —
authorizes it to “evaluate, generate and
recommend financing strategies, both
short and long term.” The statement spe-
cifically cites the city’s procurement pro-
cedures as a subject the committee should
tackle. No other topics are mentioned,
although an “including, but not limited
to” clause suggests that the committee
may explore other issues at the direction
of the mayor and council, and “under the
guidance of the City Controller.”

The controller, Sandra Clarson, citing
her 13 years of experience conducting
audits in the New York City comptroller’s
office, said that procurement has been a
top priority for her, adding, “I have proac-
tively discussed many initiatives with
both [former] Mayor Spinello and Mayor
[Tim] Tenke, and implemented improved
procurement policies with our employees
to ensure quotes are received and docu-

mented.” She also noted that she was
looking into obtaining software that
would “expedite the purchase requisition
process.”

Clarson said she had discussed with
Tenke the possibility of hiring a purchas-
ing agent, clerk and attorney, which
would “allow us to continue improving
our procurement efforts for the benefit of
Glen Cove taxpayers.”

Tenke agreed with Clarson on the
importance of procurement, but said that
the existing policy — which Clarson
implemented in March 2017, detailed in a
three-page document — was not “ade-
quate.” “The state has [a procurement pol-
icy] that’s, like, 25 pages,” Tenke said. “I
don’t know how long ours is going to be,
but it’ll be at least comprehensive enough
to make sure that it’s sufficient going for-
ward in the future.”

In the 2017 election, Silverman won
her seat in part because of the aggressive
financial reforms she campaigned on.
Since her inauguration in January, she
has pushed the council in working meet-
ings to establish a finance committee.

Silverman said that the committee’s
limited scope concerned her. Procure-

Taﬁ Héuser/HeraId Gaiette

ment, she said, is “a reasonable place to
start,” adding that she hoped the commit-
tee would eventually be authorized to
address financial practices she frequently
brings up at council meetings, including a
multi-year financial plan.

Asked whether he would like to see the
scope of the committee’s work expanded
down the line, Tenke said, “Probably, yes,
but I won’t know until I see what kind of
product they put out.”

The committee’s limited scope was a
result of the concerns, he said, of the
Republican-majority council “that the
Finance Committee was going to overstep
its bounds and move into areas that either
the mayor or the controller are responsi-
ble for.”

Asked whether committee members
could be given access to the city’s comput-
ers to avoid having to use Clarson as an
intermediary — a role that she has said in
the past would create more work for her
already stretched-thin staff — she replied
that that was not an option, and that “the
integrity and security of our system is
my first concern.”

Thomas L. “Thom”
Ruckert

Thomas L. “Thom” Ruckert, 72, of Bay-
ville, N.Y., died on July 18, 2018. Beloved
husband of Valerie; loving father of Kim-
bel Martin (James) and Lissa Harris
(Dana); cherished grandfather of Tamber
Neumann, Jaidyn Martin, Addison Mar-
tin, Hazel Harris, and Dexter Harris; dear
brother of Luann Kreitzer (Robert); loving
brother in-law of Charles Varca (Carol);
proud uncle of Philip Varca, Julie Varca,
Zeke Kreitzer, and Jesse Kreitzer. Also sur-
vived by many loving relatives and friends.
Visiting will be held at Oyster Bay Funeral
Home, 261 South St., Oyster Bay, on Satur-
day and Sunday from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9
p.m. A funeral service will be held at Oys-
ter Bay Funeral Home on Monday, July 23
at 11 a.m., followed by a private interment.
In lieu of flowers donations to North Shore
Sheltering Program, P.O. Box 415, Glen
Cove, N.Y. 11542, would be appreciated.

OBITUARIES

Lester McFaddin

Lester McFaddin, 78, of Glen Cove,
N.Y, died on July 21, 2018. Loving father
of Leslie, Lester (Yvette), Laurie and
Lorna; proud grandfather of 13 and great-
grandfather of 11; also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Lester was a profes-
sional Welterweight Boxer during the
Mohammed Ali Era, and enjoyed playing
cards. Visitation at at Dodge-Thomas
Funeral Home of Glen Cove. Interment
private.

Frank T. “Fafie”
O’Regan

Frank T. “Fafie” O’Regan, 49, of Glen
Cove, N.Y., died on July 19, 2018. Attorney
for the NYS Unified Court System;
beloved and devoted husband of Claudia;
loving father of Victoria and Veronica;
cherished grandson of the late Lena and

Attilio D’Ambrosio; adored son-in-law of
Donna and the late Richard Colombo;
dear brother-in-law of Richard Colombo
and Francine Colombo; special uncle of
Richie and Cullen; also survived by many
loving family and friends. Frank was a
member of the Nassau County Bar Asso-
ciation, Glen Cove Hibernians, Sons of
Italy Glen Cove Loggia 1016, and former
Knights of Columbus. He was also the for-
mer Trustee of the Church of St. Rocco,
and served as St. Rocco Feast Chairman.
Visitation held at the Dodge-Thomas
Funeral Home of Glen Cove. Mass at the
Church of St. Rocco. Interment private. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
a Go Fund Me: https://www.gofundme.
com/helpfrankbattlebraincancer

Florence M. Cocks

Florence M. Cocks, 95, died on July 6,
2018. A life long resident of Glen Cove, she
passed away peacefully. She is a veteran of

World War Two WAVES and served from
May 1943 - Dec. 1945. She retired from the
Glen Cove Public Library at age 89 and
moved to Florida to be with family. She is
predeceased by her parents James and
Rose and twin brother James Jr.(Liz); she
is survived by nephew Stephen and Great
nephew Allen (Kellie) and caring friends.
She was laid to rest at Cape Canaveral
National Cemetery with Military Honors.
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s readers of this column know, I
have been generally supportive
of President Trump’s policies
since his election. I agree with
him on reducing America’s tax and regula-
tory burdens and his push for fairer trade,
for more effort from our NATO allies and
for stemming the flood of illegal immigra-
tion to the U.S.

But even when I
agree with him, his
hardheadedness
can make him
tough to take. His
performance in
Helsinki was a case
in point. Not since
Franklin Roos-
evelt’s attendance
at the post-World
War II Yalta Confer-
ence, which ceded
all of Eastern
Europe to the dicta-
tor Josef Stalin’s Soviet Union, has an
American president come home to more
vituperation and questioning about U.S.-
Russia relations.

What Trump needed to say to Russian
President Vladimir Putin was, “My intelli-
gence agencies tell me your intelligence
agencies tried to meddle in the 2016 elec-
tion, which has built a wall around my pres-
idency and made it harder to work with you
when and where we should. So please, Mr.
Putin, tear down this wall and stop trying

ALFONSE
D’AMATO

Tense?

hen the president of the Unit-
ed States appears to take Rus-
sia’s side on the seesaw of
world events, what is a per-

son to do?

As observers, readers and voters, our
options, unfortunately, are limited. We rage
and rant. So what? We process the news of
the day and we commiserate with like-mind-
ed friends.

Still, we suffer
because deep in our
heart of hearts, we
know that this pres-
ident is a unicorn
of the worst kind.
No leader of the
U.S. has ever con-
sorted with our ene-
mies the way Don-
ald Trump does. No
president has ever
raised questions
about his own loyal-
ty to our country.
No leader of the free world has ever lied to
his countrymen as obsessively and consis-
tently as this one has. No American presi-
dent has ever attacked and undermined the
common goals and security of our longtime
allies the way Trump has.

We know something is very wrong; we
just don’t know all the details yet, and we
don’t know how to fix it. When a president

RANDI
KREISS

OPINIONS
Mr. President, press Putin to tear down your wall

to undermine American democracy. Rus-
sians have little to fear from a free America,
and much to gain from a freer Russia.”

If the president had said these words, he
would have come home a hero, like JFK and
Ronald Reagan after their famous Berlin
Wall trips. Instead, Trump
came home a pariah in his

because the U.S. political establishment had
lost touch with the hardships of the Ameri-
can heartland. It wasn’t Russia that eviscer-
ated our industrial economy and left mil-
lions of Americans out in the cold. Our
clueless leaders did it, and they were round-
ly rejected in 2016. Trump
just deftly caught that wave.

own land, with his enemies And despite the Presi-
crying treason and even his E ven Wh en dent’s namby-pamby perfor-
friends crying foul. mance in Helsinki, we should
Of course Russia tried to l agree remember that the U.S. has
meddle in the 2016 election. Wlth h | m h | S stronger sanctions on Russia
That’s what intelligence ser- ! today than during any previ-
vices do, just as the U.S. hardheadedness ous administration. And let’s
maneuvered in favor of the . also understand that Russia
pro-U.S. Boris Yeltsin as the ¢can ma ke h Im is a second-rate economic
Soviet Union disintegrated, tou gh to take. power, held back by Putin’s

and as we did in Ukraine
when we helped push out a
pro-Russian president who
had actually won an election.

Trump’s mistake was triggered by his
outsized ego and his fear of acknowledging
Russian meddling in 2016, because he
wants to believe he won entirely on his
own. The reality is, it was Hillary Clinton’s
deep flaws as a candidate and her awful
campaign that cost her the election, not
Russian meddling at the margins. Her cam-
paign couldn’t have been much worse if
Putin had run it for her.

In the meantime, the Trump campaign
figured out how to precisely target the key
swing states that shifted the Electoral Col-
lege vote to Trump. And he won those states

authoritarian regime. If the
country ever becomes more
democratic, its great people
will enjoy greater freedom and prosperity
than they do now. Russians must decide to
cast off their authoritarian past and their
comfortableness with strongmen, and
embrace freedom.

In the meantime, Trump should work
hard to turn this lemon into lemonade with
anew press on Putin. After getting a virtual
pass from Trump on U.S. election meddling,
Putin owes him some help with defusing
tension in Ukraine and the Balkans. Russia
could also help with Syria, Iran-sponsored
terrorism, Mideast peace and North Korean
denuclearization. And we should restart
talks to reduce the dangers and burdens of

America’s and Russia’s sizable nuclear
arsenals.

Here at home, there are legitimate con-
cerns about the size and scope of our intel-
ligence community. U.S. intelligence is
bloated, with too many overlapping spy
agencies tripping over themselves. Do we
really need 16 different agencies, with
800,000 government employees and outside
contractors holding secret security clear-
ances? When everybody knows the secrets,
are there really any secrets?

Until recently it was the American left
that was complaining loudest about the

“dark state.” Is the U.S. intelligence commu-

nity collecting too much information about
Americans? It’s a legitimate question. We
should also recognize that U.S. intelligence
has had some major failures, including in
Iraq, where its misinformation created
chaos.

And while we’re at it, it’s worth taking a
hard look at the West’s post-Soviet policies,
which pumped up NATO even as the Rus-
sian threat receded, and the turmoil we
helped foment in Ukraine that threatened
Russia’s only warm-water naval base in
Sebastopol. Meddling has consequences for
both sides.

Al D’Amato, a_former U.S. senator from New
York, is the founder of Park Strategies LLC,
a public policy and business development
firm. Comments about this column? ADAm-
ato@liherald.com.

Whip up an Anti-Trump Nut Cake

goes rogue, who has the moral authority, the
legal precedent and the courage to challenge
his decisions?

We speak with our votes, and we must get
out for the midterm election. We can encour-
age others to vote. Some of us have a bully
pulpit, and we must keep resisting the

ing, and I urge readers to do the same. It is
basic, it is available to all of us and it is ther-
apeutic. Just because it’s obvious doesn’t
mean it isn’t viable.

There’s something about preparing food
that comforts the heart and mind. It’s a per-
fect anxiety-reducing activity in that it

Trumpian push toward requires focus and attention
authoritarianism. s to detail and process, and

But how to deal with the . there is a big payoff at the end
4:00-in-the-morning fears that reparin g — adelicious treat or meal or
the bad guys could actually dessert.
win this fight for America’s fOOd T have been heavy into

destiny? How to stay reason-
ably calm while summoning

comforts the heart

summer soups, room-temper-
ature minestrone and spicy

the confidence that this des- and mind. It's a bean soups. I cook nearly
perate and dysfunctional : every day, some meal that
president can be stopped from perfeCt anxi ety_ forces me to read a recipe,
stepping over a line or mak- reducin g activity_ move about my kitchen and

ing a mistake that can’t be
undone. He walks back his
comments nearly every day,
but he cannot un-push a red button or bring
back to life soldiers who die in his service.

For people like me who worry about our
direction and our integrity as a nation,
there are coping mechanisms we can
employ during this time of national angst.
Some folks exercise, running off their anxi-
ety. Some friends meet to talk endlessly
about the tangled web of political intrigue.
Others find themselves hyper-focused on TV
news.

I have stepped up my cooking and bak-

put together something that
we will enjoy at dinner time.

Try it, even if you're
among the majority of readers who don’t
cook on a regular basis. You have it all there
in your house: the stove, the oven and the
fridge. No expensive equipment or special
clothing is necessary.

Choose a reasonably complex recipe that
looks inviting to you, and go for it. Get lost
in the butter and eggs. Knead some bread
dough or whip up an interesting cake. It’s
good good.

Want to try a foolproof recipe, which I
have renamed for our moment in history?

Have a go at Anti-Trump Nut Cake.

Ingredients
1% pounds blanched whole almonds

1 pound Brazil nuts
Half-pound walnut halves
Half-pound pecan halves
1% pounds pitted dates

1 cup all-purpose flour

1 cup white sugar

1 teaspoon baking powder
%, teaspoon salt

4eggs

2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Directions

Preheat oven to 275 degrees. Line two 5 x
9-inch loaf pans with greased parchment
paper. Combine the almonds, Brazil nuts,
walnuts and pecans; mix well.

Sift together the flour, sugar, baking pow-
der and salt. Combine with nut mixture and
mix well. Beat eggs and vanilla, add to nut
and flour mixture and mix well.

Press into two lined loaf pans and bake
for 1% to 2 hours. Set aside for five minutes
and remove from pans. Completely cool on
wire rack.

Copyright 2018 Randi Kreiss. Randi can be
reached at randik3@aol.com.
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HERALD EDITORIAL
For everyone’s sake, Nassau needs more bike trails

assau County should take note
of what neighboring Suffolk
County is doing. The Suffolk
County Legislature voted to
approve the borrowing of $8.82 million
to build a 14-mile-long “rails to trails”
bike and jogging path from Port Jeffer-
son to Wading River at its July 17 meet-
ing.

According to the most recent num-
bers, Suffolk has 370 miles of bike lanes
(excluding trails confined to parks),
while Nassau has just 11. A 2017 New
York Times article stated that daily bike
trips in New York City, where there are
425 miles of bike lanes, had increased to
450,000, up from 170,000 in 2005. Similar
numbers for Nassau County weren’t
available, however.

The absence of bike lanes along most
of the county’s major roads makes it evi-
dent that the cycling revolution has
skipped Nassau, which clearly needs
more trails.

To paraphrase “Field of Dreams”: If
you build them, they will come. With
summer in full swing, many residents
are looking for every opportunity to get
outside, which can be difficult for those
who work 9-to-5 jobs. Bicycling to work
or while doing errands presents an
opportunity to make the most of the
warm weather.

Beyond that, the health benefits of
cycling have been well documented.
According to Harvard Medical School,
not only does riding a bike promote a

LETTERS

Charter commission

works hard

To the Editor:

I was extremely saddened by Jack Villel-
la’s statement in “New obstacle for G.C.
city charter reform” (July 19-25) accusing
the Glen Cove Charter Revision Commis-
sion of being a “cobbled together” group of
citizens doing “nefarious work” not intend-
ed to deliver results for the citizens.

The commission, appointed in 2015, is
completing its fourth year of meetings,
during which we reviewed the 53-page
charter in detail, interviewed department
heads and other interested parties,
explored charters from other cities
throughout New York state and debated the
pros and cons of various revisions.

We have presented 24 proposed charter
amendments to the City Council during
this time, all of which were considered at
public hearings and adopted.

For the past year, we have been exploring
and discussing revisions to the charter that
would require a public referendum. We dis-

healthy heart and brain through aerobic
exercise, and build muscle in the legs,
shoulders and core, but it can also
increase bone density and is easier on
lower-leg joints than walking.

In fact, bicycling more could save
American lives. A 2015 study by the
American Journal of Public Health
found that in the Netherlands, where
about 27 percent of all trips are made by
bike, cycling prevents about 6,500 deaths
a year — a total economic health benefit
of about 19 billion euros, or $22.1 billion.

Transform Scotland, a group that
campaigns for more sustainable trans-
portation options, found that in 2012,
bicycle tours contributed over 2 billion
pounds, or about $1.3 billion, to the econ-
omy of the United Kingdom. Nassau
County is home to some of the most pop-
ular beaches in the world, where there is
no shortage of bike racks. Investing in
infrastructure that supports bicyclists
headed to and from the ocean — and else-
where across the county — could pay for
itself, should the cycling scene take off
here.

In October 2017, the New York State
Department of Transportation
announced its intent to build a bike lane
along Ocean Parkway on the barrier
island. It would pick up where the Ellen
Farrant Memorial Bikeway ends, at
Jones Beach, on the Wantagh State Park-
way, and extend for 10 miles to Tobay
Beach. Some cycling advocates have
argued that that still isn’t enough, and

the lane should continue to the Robert
Moses Causeway. It could then either
turn south, to Robert Moses State Park,
or north, to Montauk Highway, where it
could connect Nassau County to Suf-
folk’s many paths.

A whole new world of bicycle paths
and trails could be opened to Nassau rid-
ers — a world that’s much safer, too.
According to the state Department of
Health, from 2012 through 2014, the most
recent years from which data is avail-
able, an average of three bicyclists were
killed in traffic accidents each year. Giv-
ing cyclists their own spot on the road
would protect them, and ease the com-
mute for motorists as well.

Creating safer situations for bicyclists
would surely encourage more people to
use two wheels, diminishing their depen-
dence on their cars. Even if the prospect
of riding to and from work is untenable,
think of all the small trips that could be
made without polluting the planet by
burning fossil fuels.

A ride to the gym, a ride to the store, a
ride to the beach. They all add up.
According to the federal Environmental
Protection Agency, a typical passenger
vehicle emits about 4.6 metric tons of
carbon dioxide per year. Reducing that
number could be instrumental in slow-
ing down climate change.

Nassau County should embrace the
power of pedaling. A more welcoming
environment for cyclists could create a
healthier environment for all.




’m positive that not one reader knows
the name Lou Wolfe, an obscure state
legislator from Plattsburgh. Lou was
a great roommate for our group of
freshman legislators from Long Island
back in the 1960s. Although he came from
a very conservative area of the state, he
managed to get elected because he cam-
paigned as an independent.

In 1968, then
Gov. Nelson Rocke-
feller proposed the
original version of
what would
become Medicaid.
It was a bold move,
but in the view of
conservatives, this
was a government
giveaway. On the
night of the big
vote, we warned
Lou that if he
voted “yes,” he
probably wouldn’t get re-elected. But he
told us that the leadership wanted it, and
he would go along and back them.
Because Lou was one of the deciding
votes on the passage of the bill, he was
soundly defeated eight months later when
he ran for re-election.

The reason I tell this story is because I
watch the daily activities of the Republi-

JERRY
KREMER

OPINIONS
Facing a November trainwreck

can Party in Washington and wonder if
they understand the political climate in
2018 and the perils they face because of
their rigid, unquestioned support of Pres-
ident Trump. The party has a long history
of being in lockstep with its president,
but there are millions of
voters who consider them-
selves independent, and
therein lies the danger for
the Republicans.

Any elected official who
represents a congressional
district that changes sup-
port from election to elec-
tion should be concerned
about slavishly supporting a

D oes the GOP
understand
the perils it faces

because of its
rigid support of

any time in history, and their passion
can’t be ignored. The pending confirma-
tion of a Supreme Court justice who is
expected to support an attack on Roe v.
Wade is stirring up enormous concern
among voters in both major parties.
America’s relationship
with its European allies has
been badly fractured by con-
tinuous verbal attacks by
the president. His insistence
that those countries put up
more money for defense is
fair, but when he won his
argument, there was no rea-
son to keep shaming the
alliance. His specific attack

president who continues to President Trum p'? on German Chancellor
confuse the world and his Angela Merkel, in an
country about what he will attempt to stir up anger
do or say the next time he against her in her country,
opens his mouth. The Helsinki meeting, is outrageous.

which has been described by many elect-
ed officials in both parties as a disaster,
should make some legislators think twice
about continuing to follow their president
at any cost.

If you take an objective look at develop-
ments around the country, there are a
number of movements leaning toward
supporting Democratic candidates in the
upcoming election. The female voters of
this country are more energized than at

LETTERS

tributed a questionnaire to residents on
the internet and mailed a hard copy to
gather input from residents. We also held
two public information meetings.

As a courtesy to the City Council, I
recently asked to make a presentation of
our proposed referendum items to be
voted on in November. During the presen-
tation, I was told by the city attorney, who
has been attending our meetings, that our
commission may not be legally empow-
ered to present these items to the public. I
don’t know why we weren’t told this earli-
er, nor do I know if it is correct.

Regardless of the final outcome, I want
to publicly thank the dedicated members
of the commission for their time and
commitment to this effort. After 40 years
of community involvement, I have
learned that it is because of residents
such as those serving on the commission
that Glen Cove is, and will continue to be,
such a special place to live.

CAROLYN WILLSON
Chair, Charter Review Commission
Glen Cove

Come to the rally
on Sunday

To the Editor:

By now, it is no secret that the United
States is suffering from an epidemic of
gun violence. It is quite easy to list the sta-
tistics, to retweet a politician’s condemna-
tion of the most recent instance of gun-

related deaths, or to call it a shame. I high-
ly doubt anyone is unaware of the facts.

But while it may seem as though these
markers of “awareness” are cycled and
recycled through the general public with
every shooting, there is a noticeable dis-
connect between awareness and political
action. I'm a politically active person, and
that has frustrated me to my core.

As an intern for U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, I
have finally been given an opportunity to
close that gap. I am inviting any and all
who are frustrated with senseless acts of
gun violence and who are ready to see leg-
islative change to the upcoming Students
Against Gun Violence Rally on Sunday,
July 29, at Breezy Park in Huntington.

The apathy of the electorate is a simple
fact of democracy. For as long as it has
been our popular political system, there
have been disengaged citizens who opt not
to vote in elections or participate in the
democratic system. However, the larger
issue is that people who want to be
involved in political action often feel as
though it is more difficult to get involved
in politics than it actually is. Political
engagement can be something as simple as
voting or registering eligible voters, or
something as involved as volunteering on
a campaign. It is important to remind vot-
ers who feel intimidated by politics that
democracy is not supposed to be exclusive.

Sunday’s event isn’t just a rally for
awareness. This is an invitation to call
your representatives, volunteer for cam-
paigns you feel optimistic about, and most
important, exercise your right to vote this

As for his assaults on NATO, how do
you criticize an organization that gave
America enormous support in the after-
math of 9/11? In fact, to date the United
States is the only major NATO member
that has ever invoked the organization’s
agreement to provide support for any
member that suffers a national tragedy.
Not every American voter is focused on
foreign affairs, but the voting public isn’t
stupid, and knows that any democratic

nation needs all the help it can get in
times of trouble.

The president’s love affair with Russian
President Vladimir Putin should worry
every Republican elected official in Wash-
ington. For my entire life, the Republicans
as a party have considered Russia our
enemy. It has consistently tried to under-
mine our democratic institutions, and the
idea that it is time to make peace ignores
the fact that the country will always be our
enemy. Most Republican officials are mute
on the issue of the hacking of the Demo-
cratic National Committee because they
think it was good for their party.

Republican members of Congress who
I know tell me that the administration’s
tax cuts and the cutting of regulations are
the “light at the end of the tunnel” that
will carry them to victory in November.
Like my friend Lou Wolfe learned, the
light in that tunnel is really a train com-
ing from the opposite direction. Embrac-
ing a president who is out of control is the
party’s potential November trainwreck.

Jerry Kremer was a state assemblyman for
23 years, and chaired the Assembly’s Ways
and Means Committee for 12 years. He now
heads Empire Government Strategies, a
business development and legislative strat-
egy firm. Comments about this column?
JKremer@liherald.com.

FRAMEWORK by Ben Strack

On the balcony of a great Airbnb find — Makaha Valley, Oahu, Hawaii

November. There will be passionate stu-
dents registering voters and handing out
absentee ballot applications to ensure that
young, eligible voters are exercising their
right to vote. Congressman Suozzi will be
speaking to the crowd to promote legisla-
tive change on the issue.

If there has ever been a time to take the
leap and get involved in politics, it is now.

Midterm elections are fast approaching.
The time to mobilize awareness into direct
political action has come. Let your vote be
a vote for a leader who is passionate about
creating legislation to end gun violence.

ZOE EISENSTEIN
Sea Cliff
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Real Estate Market Report
2nd Quarter, 2018 | Glen Cove

Year Over Year

Daniel Sotheby’s
v Gale ‘ |NTERNAT|ONALR§:LTY

2Q 2018: 42 Closed Transactions
Average Days on Market: 90
Average Closing Price: $600,595

Closed Transactions By Price Bracket

2Q 2017: 50 Closed Transactions
Average Days on Market: 119
Average Closing Price: $648,396

+>$499999 14 - $1,000,000 - $1,249,999 .................. 3
- $500,000 - $749,999 .............. 19 - $1,249,999 - $1,500,000 ................. 2
- $750,000 - $999,999 ................ 3
Top Performing Brokerages

Units Sold New Listings

-

25
10
. 6
-

Daniel Douglas Laffey Fine
Gale Elliman Homes

-

06
17 10
Daniel Douglas Glen Key
Gale Elliman Realty

*All data per MLSLI residential & condo/coop information. 2Q 2018 = 4/1/18 - 6/30/18.

Glen Head/Old Brookville Office | 516.674.2000
Sea Cliff Office | 516.759.6822

danielgale.com

YOUR WAY FORWARD
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