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Glen Cove 
gyms welcome 
clients back 
By JENNIFER CORR 
and KAREN BLOOM 
jcorr@liherald.com, kbloom@liherald.com

Gyms across New York state 

can reopen as soon as next Mon-

day, following inspection by local 

authorities, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

announced on Mon-

day. Facilities can 

reopen at 33 percent 

capacity, with face 

coverings, and venti-

lation that meets 

state guidelines, 

required.

“Localities have a 

role here,” Cuomo 

said. “They have to 

inspect gyms before 

they open, or within 

two weeks before 

they open.”

Glen Cove gym 

owners were happy 

t o  h e a r  t h e 

a n n o u n c e m e n t , 

which came exactly five months 

after gyms were forced to close 

because of  the coronavirus pan-

demic. “We’ve been preparing,” 

said Alvin Batista, who owns 

Glen Cove Fitness. “I’ve already 

upgraded the HVAC system with 

the MERV-13 filters, which is one 

of  the  recommendations 

[Cuomo] made. We’ve increased 

sanitizer stations. We added a 

hand-wash station.” 

Asked about the requirement 

that clients wear masks at all 

times, even while they exercise, 

Batista said the rule would be 

enforced. “After being closed for 

five months, our goal is to open 

up and stay open,” he said. “We 

don’t want to have 

any increases in 

infection . . . We’re 

doing everything we 

can do to keep the 

place as safe as pos-

sible.” 

According to the 

American Council 

on Exercise, most 

people can safely 

exercise while wear-

ing a mask. They 

should monitor how 

they feel during 

workouts, however, 

because masks do 

slightly restrict air-

flow. Dizziness, light-

headedness and shortness of  

breath are signs that someone 

should slow down. 

Those who work out with 

masks on, according to the coun-

cil, should reduce the intensity 

of  their workouts, especially if  

they involve routines such as 

high-intensity interval training, 

which stresses the cardio-respi-
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On Glen Cove’s East Island, 
hostility comes to a head 
72-year-old is charged with assaulting teen

By LAURA LANE 

and JENNIFER CORR

llane@liherald.com, jcorr@liherald.com

Glen Cover Louis Fugazy, 

72, was arrested on Aug. 10 

and charged with assaulting 

Ali Awan, 19, also of  Glen 

Cove, because, apparently, the 

teen was playing his music 

too loudly in a public space.

A video shows Fugazy 

approaching Awan and say-

ing, “You’re here to annoy us, 

right?” Fugazy then grabs 

Awan by the neck, and the 

two struggle. 

Glen Cove police say the 

incident happened at 12:57 

p.m. on the beach in the East 

Island section of  Glen Cove. 

Both men frequent East 

Island Beach, commonly 

known as Morgan’s Beach by 

locals. 

Fugazy was charged with 

third-degree assault, and will 

be arraigned in Glen Cove 

City Court on Aug. 25.

Awan videotaped the 

alleged assault, and his broth-

er Khizer, 22, posted it on 

Facebook, where, at press 

time, it had more than 32,000 

views. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

W e’re 

doing 

everything 

we can do to 

keep the place 

as safe as 

possible.

ALVIN BATISTA
Glen Cove Fitness
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The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsors. File No. CD16-0399 and CD18-0348. *Prices, taxes and availability subject to change without notice. 

**Eligible homeowners who are approved for the STAR program will receive a rebate.  †Actual onsite photos. Equal housing opportunity.

Long Island’s Hidden Gem
LOCATED AT EXIT 68N L.I.E. 

Clubhouse†

The Eastbourne Home†

Fitness Center†Tennis / Bocce Courts

Real Estate taxes as low as $3,900**  |  Priced from the upper $400,000’s* 

Ideally situated 25 minutes from Nassau County & 20 minutes from the Hamptons

Open 7 days a week  |  Call for a virtual or an in person appointment

Expansive Homes. Low Taxes. No Maintenance.  

And a clubhouse unmatched by any other in Suffolk County.

298 Silver Timber Drive, Yaphank, NY

BeechwoodHomes.com | 631.823.2056

1
0
9
9
5

9
0



3

G
LEN

 CO
VE H

ERALD
 G

AZETTE —
 August 20, 2020

Amanda Fugazy, an employment attor-

ney and Louis Fugazy’s daughter, said the 

incident was the culmination of  many 

months of  harassment that the neighbor-

hood has endured from the Awan broth-

ers. “They stalk people with drones, take 

video of  minor children and blare profan-

ity-laden music,” she said, exasperated. 

“We believe the reason why they engage 

in this behavior is to goad the neighbors 

to engage in some sort of  misstep so they 

can start a lawsuit.” 

The Awan family emigrated from Paki-

stan and moved to a house on Sound 

Beach Drive in Glen Cove, across the 

street from the beach, 15 years ago. Ali’s 

father is an attorney, and his mother, a 

doctor. The couple have three sons and a 

daughter. 

Khizer said that neighbors have often 

harassed his family. “It’s not anything 

new,” he said. “Initially, as children, we 

had the police called on us for simply 

going to the beach, riding our bicycles in 

the neighborhood, for not wearing a hel-

met, something along those lines. The 

only difference is that we don’t tolerate it 

like we did.” 

According to Detective Lt. John Nagle 

of  the Glen Cove Police Department, four 

East Island residents filed complaints 

against the Awan brothers before the 

alleged assault. “Since the arrest, people 

are coming out of  the woodwork saying 

that things happened in the past,” Nagle 

said. “There are a lot of  things happening 

with this and a lot of  moving parts. It’s 

not cut and dry, where a gentleman was 

attacked on the beach.”

Police had met with members of  the 

East Island Association on June 11. Four 

or five parents came, according to the 

association’s president, attorney Michael 

Cervini. “They said their children were 

being videotaped and photographed by 

the Awan brothers, and they wanted the 

police to stop them,” Cervini said. “The 

police promised us they would monitor 

the situation, and [said] we should contin-

ue to file complaints. But it goes 

nowhere.”

Nagle said that the GCPD was aware of  

the situation and was trying to remain 

neutral. “When we met with the associa-

tion, we told them that we need documen-

tation,” he said. “I told them if  they are 

being videotaped to take out their phone 

and videotape the person videotaping 

them. People need to call the police, 

report what is happening and come here 

to fill out a report.”

The Awan family was invited to join 

the association years ago, Cervini said, 

but they declined. 

Residents were upset, Cervini said, 

when they received a June 30 cease-and-

desist letter from the Esagoff  Law Group 

P.C., which is representing the Awan fam-

ily. The firm, the letter stated, was investi-

gating a series of  “unwarranted incidents 

of  nuisance, harassment and bias perpet-

uated” against its clients. The neighbors 

were being asked to “discuss a reasonable 

settlement to compensate” the Awan fam-

ily for damages, including attorney fees 

and costs. 

The cease-and-desist letter, Khizer 

said, asks those who received it to leave 

his family alone and to reach a reasonable 

settlement for damages. “That was for no 

monetary gain, none of  that,” he said. 

“We have no open lawsuits against any of  

our neighbors. My mother’s a physician; 

my father is an attorney. They’re hard-

working professionals. Money is not an 

issue for our family.” 

Louis Fugazy’s other daughter, Dani-

elle Fugazy Scagliola, a Glen Cove city 

councilwoman, said that Ali Awan and 

his brothers, Khizer and Shayan, have 

been harassing her father and other fami-

ly members for a while. 

“Trying to provoke people, creating 

controversy . . . is their standard operat-

ing procedure,” Fugazy Scagliola said. 

“Unfortunately, my 72-year-old father 

succumbed to their provocation. That 

said, I do not condone violence.” 

Cervini sent a letter to the Awan fam-

ily on July 23, informing them that they 

were trespassing on private land at East 

Island Beach that is owned by the asso-

ciation. He said he had hoped the young 

men would stop sitting on the benches 

there, refrain from playing “loud, offen-

sive music” and stop videotaping the 

children. But that did not happen. 

“They provoked a senior citizen, a 

72-year-old man with Parkinson’s,” 

Amanda Fugazy said. “Dad feels frus-

trated that he was harassed into this 

position and is now being taken advan-

tage of  for monetary gains. He has 

been a peaceful and productive leader 

in this community for 35 years. For him 

to be subject to this sort of  antagoniz-

ing at this stage in his life is beyond the 

pale.” 

An assault charge, and accusations of harassment
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Gyms will reopen, with clients in masks
ratory system. 

The council also suggests that people 

with pre-existing respiratory or cardio-

vascular conditions be extra cautious 

when exercising while wearing masks. 

Those with obstructive pulmonary disor-

der, asthma, chronic bronchitis, pulmo-

nary fibrosis and other lung conditions 

should consult a medical professional 

before doing so. 

Matilde Tysz, a co-owner of  the Max 

Challenge of  Glen Cove, said she was ner-

vous about the mask mandate for her cli-

ents, because the workouts the club offers 

can be intense. The indoor classes will be 

limited to seven students and one instruc-

tor, all wearing masks. “It won’t be busi-

ness as usual,” Tysz said. “We may have 

to modify our workout in order to be able 

to have our members wear masks, but 

that’s the protocol that we have to follow.” 

Clients will, however, have other 

options for working out, with online class-

es and outdoor sessions at Pryibil Beach 

and Morgan Park. Those who attend the 

outdoor workouts can got without masks 

as long as they are at least eight to nine 

feet from one another. 

“We’re excited to be able to see our mem-

bers,” Tysz said. “We were excited when we 

were able to do outdoor classes, because 

now we have the opportunity to work out 

together. That makes a difference.” 

Batista said that memberships at Glen 

Cove Fitness were frozen when the gym 

closed in March. The past five months 

have been difficult, he said, adding that he 

wished gyms could have opened sooner. 

“We basically had no income for five 

months,” Batista said, though the gym 

was able to take part in programs like the 

federal Paycheck Protection Program. 

“I don’t understand, and no one has 

ever clarified from the state, why gyms 

were taken out of  Phase 4,” he said, “and 

it just seems like we’ve been closed for six 

weeks after Phase 4, and there really is no 

difference between today and six weeks 

ago.” 

Many New Yorkers felt the same way, 

and created the New York State Fitness 

Alliance to advocate for gym, studio and 

fitness center owners, employees and cli-

ents as the pandemic dragged on. The 

group made the case that fitness centers 

are necessary for people to maintain 

physical and mental health, and that, 

with the proper guidelines, they present a 

minimal risk for the spread of  Covid-19. 

In fact, the alliance cited statistics 

from Member Experience Management 

that the ratio of  Covid-19 cases to fitness 

center visits nationwide is 1 in 42,731, or 

just 0.002 percent, with 1,155 cases of  the 

virus reported out of  a total of  more than 

49 million visits to more than 2,800 loca-

tions in more than 40 states. 

As Cuomo announced that gyms could 

reopen, he added that the state’s Covid-19 

infection rate was the lowest it had been 

since the pandemic began. “Congratula-

tions to New Yorkers. New Yorkers did 

what everyone said couldn’t be done,” he 

said. “Going forward, we must protect the 

progress by keeping the infection rate 

down.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Courtesy the Max Challenge of Glen Cove 

STAFF AND CLIENTS of the Max Challenge of Glen Cove were happy to work out with one another again with the introduction of outdoor 

classes at Morgan Park and Pryibil Beach. 



BY JENNIFER CORR
jcor@liherald.com

Glen Cove and former Cordoba, 

Argentina resident Lia Di Angelo, 48, 

wears many hats; she’s the 2016 winner 

of  pageant Señora Bonita Internacional, 

the owner of  Westbury Floral Designs 

and the president of  Comité Cívico 

Argentino, or Argentine Civic Commit-

tee. 

And through her organization, 

which was founded in 2019 to do good 

for communities local and abroad, 

$1,000 has been raised to buy wheel-

chairs in El Salvador with Kawaljit 

Chandi and Vivian Pereira, the presi-

dents of  Comité Cívico Saladoreño. 

Another $1,000 has been raised to sup-

port Moreano Missions for life-chang-

ing cleft palate operations and $500 has 

been donated to help build a school in 

the Northern part of  Argentina with 

activist Albert Guini. 

“I think that it’s always good to 

come back to basics,” Di Angelo said. 

“I feel that when you do something for 

other people, it keeps you humble. It 

keeps you from thinking that you’re 

more than other people.”

And now, during the pandemic, 10 

families are receiving free weekly 

deliveries of  groceries and other 

necessities through her organizations. 

“The pandemic hit and I said, ‘We 

have to do something about this,’” Di 

Angelo said. “I saw that a lot of  people 

were collecting canned food and things 

like that, but I was like ‘You know 

what, I don’t like canned food.’ So, I 

wanted to provide people with real 

food and because I have the flower 

shop, I also have the delivery van.” 

Di Angelo has been raising funds 

through GoFundMe and the app What-

sApp, so far raising over $1,000. “I per-

sonally delivered [the g roceries] 

myself  just because I speak Spanish 

and I wanted the [Spanish-speaking] 

families to see a friendly face coming 

over to their house, bringing about 10 

bags of  food or so.”

Oftentimes, Di Angelo said, she 

would bring two of  her sons, 9 and 10, 

with her to do the shopping and deliver-

ies. “I just wanted them to feel the joy 

and happiness in being able to help 

somebody else,” she said. “In the begin-

ning they kind of  complained about it, 

but then they said ‘you know mama, it 

was nice.’” 

When DiAngelo is asked why she 

doesn’t just send the money instead of  

spending the time grocery shopping and 

making deliveries, she said it’s because 

she wants to show love and effort for the 

families. 

Di Angelo has been putting effort in 

to help others for years. She first started 

collecting and donating toys for her 

birthday in December of  2015. “People 

started asking me, ‘What do you want?’ 

and I said, ‘I don’t need anything, so just 

bring a toy for the children,’” Di Angelo 

said. “The first year I collected about 100 

toys.” 

Four years later Di Angelo has 

transfor med her birthday into an 

annual toy drive, which eventually 

became a gala for the Comité Cívico 

Argentino, collecting $5,000 and more 

than 600 toys for less fortunate fami-

lies who can’t afford to buy their chil-

dren toys. The money and toys have 

benefitted local children through a 

partnership with Nassau County Leg-

islator Siela A. Bynoe and County 

Executive Laura Cur ran, Project 

SALVA, a 24/7 bilingual domestic vio-

lence hotline provided through Circu-

lo de la Hispanidad and the Haitian 

American Political Action Committee 

of  N.Y.

The gala is also designed to cele-

brate Argentinean culture and to 

honor those who have helped Di Ange-

lo and her organization succeed, like 

fellow Glen Cove residents Delia 

DeRiggi-Whitton, a Nassau County leg-

islator, and Glen Cove Councilman 

Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews. 

She is planning another December 

gala this year if  the pandemic allows 

it. But even so, $340 has already been 

raised to give children gifts to open 

this holiday season. 

Vice president of  Comité Cívico 

Argentino, Hugo Amorini, called Di 

Angelo a very generous person who is 

supportive of  her community. “She 

has a heart dedicated to people who 

are in need,” said Gil Bernandino, who 

is the president of  organization Círcu-

lo De La Hispanidad. Bernandino has 

worked with Di Angelo in the past to 

collect toys for Evergreen School chil-

dren. 

And Hugo Amorini, the vice presi-

dent of  Comité Cívico Argentino 

described her as a team-player who 

has been doing a wonderful  job 

through the pandemic. “A wonderful 

lady, wonderful,” he said. “She’s very 

nice and I like working with her.” 

Ronny Reyes contributed to this story. 

Glen Cover provides families with fresh groceries 

Photos courtesy Lia Di Angelo 

AT LAST YEAR’S Comité Cívico Argentino gala, Lia Di Angelo, left, honored Nassau County 
Executive Laura Curran, County Legislator Delia DeRiggi-Whitton and Glen Cove 
Councilman Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews. 

THROUGH COMITÉ CÍVICO Argentino, $1,000 was raised to buy wheelchairs in El 
Salvador for those who needed it with Kawaljit Chandi and Vivian Pereira, the presidents 
of Comité Cívico Saladoreño.
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HOW TO REACH US

Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000

■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com

■   E-MAIL: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com

■   EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460

■   DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: sales@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643

The Glen Cove Herald Gazette USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 
11530. Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald 
Gazette, 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $30 for 1 year within Nassau County, $52 for 1 year out of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2020 Richner Communications, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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Marker recognizes local women in pursuit of their right to vote
By ANTONIA PETRASH

The historic marker “Suffragists,” on 

Dosoris Lane, is dedicated to two of  the 

most influential leaders of  the woman 

suffrage movement on Long Island, sis-

ters-in-law Helen Deming Sherman Pratt, 

wife of  George DuPont Pratt, and Flor-

ence Gibb Pratt, wife of  Herbert Lee 

Pratt. It’s placement is part of  a project 

designed to create a trail of  historic mark-

ers honoring those who fought for the 

vote for women.

Helen and George lived at Killenworth 

on Dosoris Lane, (now owned by the Rus-

sian government), while Florence and 

Herbert Pratt lived around the corner on 

Crescent Beach Road at the Braes, (now 

home to Webb Institute). Both couples 

were devoted to the suffrage cause, and 

hosted garden parties, dances and social 

teas to raise funds and provide publicity. 

And both enjoyed renown for their own 

individual accomplishments.  

Helen Deming Sherman was born in 

Brooklyn, Oct. 21, 1869 to John Taylor 

Sherman and Julia Champion Deming, 

the fifth of  eight children. John Taylor 

Sherman was a descendant of  Roger 

Sherman, crafter and signer of  the U.S. 

Constitution. Helen attended the Packer 

Collegiate Institute in Brooklyn and also 

studied in Germany. She married George 

DuPont Pratt on Feb. 2, 1897, and the cou-

ple built their house, Killenworth, on 

Dosoris Lane in Glen Cove that same year. 

(In 1912 the first house was razed and in 

1913 the second Killenworth was  built.)  

The marker is located on the west side of  

Dosoris Lane, in front of  the Killenworth 

estate.

In addition to her suffrage work Helen 

was one of  the founders of  the Lincoln 

Settlement House, which served the needs 

of  the African-American community in 

Glen Cove. She was a member of  the 

Woman’s Trade Union League, and later 

of  the League of  Women Voters. On June 

20, 1920 Helen hosted the Long Island Con-

vention of  the League of  Women Voters at 

Killenworth. 

Florence Gibb was born in Brooklyn, 

on Nov. 3, 1872, into a family of  11 children.  

Her father John Gibb had emigrated from 

Scotland and was a wealthy merchant who 

imported lace and upholstery. Her mother, 

Harriet Balsdon, was born in England and 

died when Florence was six years old. Like 

Helen, Florence graduated from the Pack-

er Collegiate Institute in Brooklyn in 1894; 

she married Herbert Lee Pratt a few years 

later in 1897. The young couple lived in 

Manhattan and built their summer home 

near the other Pratt family members in 

Glen Cove in 1906. 

Florence contributed to the founding 

of  Nassau Hospital in Mineola, (now 

Winthrop Hospital), later serving on its 

Board of  Trustees. She served on the 

local school board and was the first 

woman to be elected to the New York 

State Board of  Regents. She and Katrina 

Ely Tiffany were part of  a delegation 

that met with President Wilson on Octo-

ber 25, 1917 to discuss the suffrage 

cause. In December of  1917 Florence 

held the post of  Treasurer of  the 

Woman Suffrage Party of  New York 

City, as well as third vice-chairwoman 

of  the Manhattan Borough. That same 

month she joined a group of  delegates 

from New York state and again traveled 

to Washington DC for the convention of  

the National American Woman Suffrage 

Association (NAWSA). 

A third Pratt sister-in-law, Ruth 

Baker Pratt, has not been recorded as 

working for suffrage, but she did break 

new ground for women. Ruth Sears was 

born Aug. 24, 1877 in Ware, Massachu-

setts, and attended Wellesley College. In 

1904 she married John Teel Pratt and 

the couple lived in the Manor House, 

(now The Mansion on Dosoris Lane), 

built in 1909. In 1925 she was the first 

woman elected as an alderman in the 

City of  New York, representing the “silk 

stocking” district. In 1929 she was elect-

ed to the U.S. House of  Representatives 

and served there for four years.

In 1917, after a bitter struggle, New 

York women won the vote with the pas-

sage of  an amendment to the state con-

stitution. And in 1920, after campaign-

ing for 72 years, women throughout the 

nation were finally enfranchised with 

the ratification of  the 19th Amendment. 

With suffrage won the embattled suf-

fragists of  Glen Cove could have spent 

their time living in idle luxury. Instead, 

they chose to continue to work for the 

betterment of  others, and the advance-

ment of  women. We are proud to 

remember them as members of  our 

Glen Cove community who left the 

world a better place than they had found 

it. 

Herald file photo

THE SUFFRAGISTS 

MARKER on Dosoris 

Lane honors two Glen 

Cove women who fought 

for the women’s right to 

vote. Women were per-

mitted to do so in 1917 

with a passage of an 

amendment to the state 

constitution. It took until 

1920 for all women 

nationwide to be given 

this right. 
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Our sincere condolences to the Glen Cove families who lost relatives  
and friends or who suffered business losses due to Covid-19.

We are ready to provide the legal services you need including:

• The Probate of Wills
• Insurance Claims
• Estate Planning and Administration
• Business Interruption Insurance Claims
• Wills and Trusts

The best solutions for you and your family  
with reasonable rates for all your needs.

 FREE TELEPHONE CONSULTATION AVAILABLE.

Joel B. Meirowitz, ESQ. 
Your Neighbor and Former
Glen Cove City Court Judge

(516) 277-2006
Glen Cove, New York 11542
or (516) 222-2230

We Are Here For You
Providing The Most Knowledgeable Legal Services,

With Compassion, When Your Need Is Most Pressing

WEXLER BURKHART HIRSCHBERG & UNGER LLP
377 Oak Street, Concourse Level, C2, Garden City, New York 11530

WEXLER BURKHART HIRSCHBERG & UNGER LLP
377 Oak Street, Concourse Level, C2, Garden City, New York 115301
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TRIM & TOP, INC
 A  FA M I LY  T R A D I T I O N  S I N C E  1 9 4 6 . 

Follow us on  
social media   
@ trimntop

15 Valley Road, Port Washington

516-883-1200
email: trimntop@hotmail.com

Custom & Antique Auto  
Upholstery & Convertible Tops
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Covid-19 grounding many student pilots
Enrollment drops at some flight schools as instruction switches to online format
By VISVAJIT SRIRAMRAJAN

“When Covid-19 hit, survival intuition 

became important for everyone because 

individual lives and livelihoods were 

immediately at stake,” said Bianca Bald-

win, head of  admissions and enrollment 

at the Academy of  Aviation, a Farmingda-

le flight school. “We had to react, but 

there was no script.”

Baldwin noted that the school was 

closed to the public and secured approval 

from the Federal Aviation Administration 

to shift to a digital model of  instruction. 

Flight dispatch procedures were altered 

to maintain operations while all flight 

school staff  switched to working remotely. 

Fever and symptom screening for instruc-

tors and students was done before pre-

check of  every aircraft, and before-and-

after flight sanitation procedures were 

carried out on the ramp, as outlined by 

the federal Centers for Disease Control.

“As a result of  Covid-19, we have had to 

reimagine the flight training world,” said 

Evan Damadeo, chief  flight Instructor at 

Mid Island Flight School in Ronkonkoma. 

Damadeo noted that flight training has 

long been an in-person business, with 

mostly face-to-face interactions. “At this 

time, we currently employ many remote 

technologies in order to minimize our 

face-to-face interactions to only inside the 

airplane during a flight lesson,” he said. 

“This helps to ensure that we maximize 

safety to our family of  employees and our 

family of  customers.”

Although aviation theory can be 

learned through books, student pilots 

need to take an FAA practical exam 

known as a checkride in order to obtain a 

license. In the United States, a private 

pilot applicant is required to have docu-

mented at least 40 hours of  flight time, 

with at least 20 hours from an instructor 

and 10 hours of  solo flights.

Applicants must also log three hours 

of  cross-country training, 10 takeoffs and 

landings at three different airports, three 

hours of  basic instrument training, three 

hours of  night flying and experience fly-

ing over 150 nautical miles. These 

requirements, which are even more 

demanding for those applying for com-

mercial pilot licenses, have brought flight 

schools practically to a standstill, particu-

larly for immunocompromised students.

“Academy of  Aviation offers an F-1 

Commercial Pilot Visa with the opportu-

nity to work as a U.S. Certified Flight 

Instructor upon successful completion of  

our program,” Baldwin said. “This means 

that we welcome, teach and employ stu-

dents from the USA as well as many dif-

ferent countries such as India, Egypt, 

South Korea, Saudi Arabia and Thai-

land.” She added that the flight school’s 

student roster was at its peak before the 

pandemic, and the schools remains dedi-

cated to upholding a diverse student body.

Ilan Nahoom, the CEO of  Flying Heli-

copters Made Easy, spoke on the diversity 

of  his flight school as well, noting that 

women and men from various back-

grounds are represented in its instructor 

body. “We have Black people, Native 

Americans and immigrants from coun-

tries like China and India represented in 

our instructors,” he said. 

Nahoom said  enrol lment  has 

decreased 40 percent during the Covid-19 

pandemic, however. “About 70 percent of  

our students are usually younger people 

between the ages of  18 and 30 who want to 

pursue aviation as a career, but we also 

see people of  all ages come in to learn 

how to fly recreationally,” he said.

Other flight schools in the area have 

struggled as well. As both a New York 

City public high school and a Part 147 

Federal Aviation Administration Aviation 

Maintenance Technician School, Aviation 

High School in Long Island City has had 

to deal with challenges related to school 

building closures since March 16.

“All lessons and demonstrations have 

successfully taken place remotely,” said 

Steven Jackson, the principal of  Aviation 

High School. “Our enrollment has not 

been impacted, but our ability to provide 

our students with the opportunities to fin-

ish their required practical hands-on 

work has been postponed until we can 

safely resume in-school instruction for 

students and staff. 

“This is a great challenge for all AMTS 

schools,” he continued, “and we are work-

ing in accordance with federal, state and 

city guidance to determine the safest way 

to resume our on-site FAA practical 

courses for the 2020-2021 school year.”

Jackson noted that Aviation High 

School is one of  New York’s most diverse 

schools. According to the National Center 

for Education Statistics, the high school 

had respectively 3.9 and 4.9 percent more 

Asian and Hispanic students than white 

students. Out of  2,097 students in 2019, 

only 193 students were white, thereby 

facilitating a direct path to the aviation 

industry for students of  color.

Nahoom added that greater represen-

tation within his flight school in relation 

to other flight schools was largely due to 

its location. The school is based out of  

Farmingdale, which as of  the 2010 census 

was 71.1 percent white with the remain-

ing 28.9 percent comprising Hispanic, 

Black and Asian residents.

“The demographics of  an area like 

Farmingdale is different than towns in 

upstate New York or interior Suffolk 

County,” Nahoom said. The town is also 

home to the 78-acre Republic Airport and 

Farmingdale State College of  the State 

University of  New York system, which 

operates an aviation studies program in 

close proximity to the regional airport, 

making it easier for students to access 

aviation education.

Downtown Deals Travel Pass offered
Discover Long Island, which promotes 

tourism on the Island, has teamed up with 

the Nassau and Suffolk County Industrial 

Development Agencies to launch a new 

free mobile Downtown Deals Travel Pass 

to boost recovery across the region, pro-

viding economic stimulus through mar-

keting programs for small businesses, res-

taurants and attractions.

The passport is a free program that all 

locals and visitors can sign up for, launch-

ing first in Farmingdale, Great Neck, 

Greenport, Huntington, Patchogue and 

Rockville Centre. With more than 100 

local businesses expected to join the pass-

port program, it will showcase the best of  

these Long Island downtowns through a 

mobile platform.

“The $6.1 billion hospitality industry 

has been the hardest-hit industry in our 

region as a result of  Covid-19, and the 

small businesses in our downtowns need 

immediate assistance to drive economic 

recovery,” said Kristen Jarnagin, presi-

dent and chief  executive officer of  Discov-

er Long Island. “We are grateful to Nassau 

and Suffolk County IDAs for their partner-

ship in supporting this new mobile Down-

town Deals Travel Pass, and we encourage 

our residents and visitors to utilize this 

digitized platform to explore the endless 

hidden gems in the vibrant downtowns 

that are the fabric of  our community.”

Participants are able sign up for a 

Downtown Deals Travel Pass at www.dis-

coverlongisland.com/deals. A link is then 

sent to their mobile phones, which opens 

the passport and directs the user to add 

the button icon to their home screen, 

where they can access it any time. Once 

users are ready to redeem their passes, 

they simply hand their phone to the tick-

eting or checkout counter to access their 

deal.

“Embracing and growing Nassau’s 

vibrant, walkable downtown communi-

ties near transit and housing has been a 

priority of  my administration since day 

one,” Nassau County Executive Laura 

Curran said. “Following our COVID-19 

front-line response, my priority focused 

on boosting the recovery of  our small 

businesses and revival of  these once bus-

tling, beloved Main Street communities — 

the heartbeat of  our local economy.  I 

want to encourage businesses and resi-

dents to sign up for the new free Down-

town Deals Travel Pass and explore down-

town districts  throughout Long 

Island. Not only will you find fantastic 

ways to enjoy a staycation but you will be 

supporting the businesses that employ so 

many of  our neighbors, family and 

friends.”

Courtesy Discover Long Island

THE ORGANIZATION DISCOVER Long Island is promoting tourism on Long Island during 

the Covid-19 pandemic.
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FREE LIVE WEBINAR SERIES

FRIDAY • AUGUST 21 at 10AM 

Submit your questions in advance by emailing insideli@liherald.com 

RICHNER

 PRODUCED BY

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY
visit www.liherald.com/insideli

To sponsor a webinar or for more information contact Amy Amato at 
aamato@richnerlive.com or 516.569.4000 x 224

Skye Ostreicher, MPH, MA
Moderator & Host

Herald Community 
Newspapers

Dr. Christine Riordan 
President  

Adelphi University 

Dr. Gabrielle St. Léger
Assistant Vice President 

and Dean of Students
Hofstra University 

Dr. Jermaine Williams
President 

Nassau Community College

Dr. James Lentini
President

Molloy College

Tune in to hear from education & health leaders on the status of life on campus during 

COVID-19.  You don’t want to miss this 45-minute conversation with a live Q&A. 
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What’s happening with the schools?
Inaugural Inside LI webinar launched as districts prepare for fall reopening
By JILL NOSSA

jnossa@liherald.com

With the start of  the new school year fast approach-

ing next month, the question of  how to send children 

back to school safely is at the forefront of  many people’s 

minds. Parents and educators alike are struggling to 

determine the best way to provide quality instruction to 

students while maintaining their physical safety and 

supporting their social-emotional health. 

To facilitate the discussion, Inside LI launched its 

webinar series last Wednesday, bringing a group of  

esteemed leaders in education together for a conversa-

tion on how Long Island schools will open this fall while 

the Covid-19 pandemic still rages across the country. 

Inside LI is a production of  RichnerLive, a division of  

Richner Communications Inc., parent company of  Her-

ald Community Newspapers.

The 45-minute webinar included panelists Dr. Wil-

liam H. Johnson, a state monitor for the Hempstead 

Union Free School District and former superintendent 

of  Rockville Centre School District; Dr. Robert Dillon, 

district superintendent of  Nassau BOCES; Megan Ryan, 

chief  compliance ethics officer EVP of  NuHealth and 

president of  the North Merrick Board of  Education; and 

Johane Ligondé, principal of  JW Dodd Middle School in 

Freeport. 

Moderated by Skye Ostreicher of  RichnerLive, the 

panel discussion provided information on what has 

been done and what still needs to happen to keep every-

body safe. Topics included safety protocols, mental 

health and the financial burden that districts face in 

implementing new safety measures.

Ostreicher kicked off  the discussion by asking John-

son what type of  guidance he has received from the state 

for reopening. Johnson noted “the heart and soul of  

what parents are worried about” is safety. “We really 

have to worry about that, and every day there’s addition-

al information we are receiving about children and 

Covid-19 infections, and we need to stay on top of  all of  

that research that continues to be growing.”

Additionally, he said, the “efficacy of  the instruction-

al program” needs to be focused on. “We learned how 

limited we were last spring in trying to put together an 

exclusive model that focused on distance learning — it 

didn’t really work up to the expectation that we hoped it 

would, and there were many, many holes in it.”

The third area schools are focusing on is the social-

emotional health of  children. “What really was lacking 

last spring was the ability to connect with one another,” 

Johnson said.

As schools begin to reopen, districts are tasked with 

figuring out how to keep students safely spaced apart in 

each school building. Reconfiguring classroom spaces, 

instituting directional hallways and different bell sched-

ules, and separating students into cohorts, while also 

creating online curriculum for a remote model, is like 

“building two schools,” according to Ligondé. In addi-

tion, schools have to be aware of  students’ emotional 

needs. “The reality is, we’re dealing with Covid-19 as 

well as social justice,” she said. “Mental health has to be 

number one.”

Ostreicher raised a concern that is on the mind of  

many parents: What happens if  they choose one model 

initially, such as in person, and then change their minds 

and want to switch to remote?

Johnson said he believes most parents, after experi-

encing distancing learning last spring, “have come to 

recognize the value that schools provide.” Still, he 

stressed parents need to understand that school will be 

very different this year, and the conversations need to 

happen between principals and parents as to what to 

expect. Ligondé said it is also important for parents to 

have conversations with their children so they can be 

prepared and know what is expected of  them, and Ryan 

noted that districts, such as North Merrick, recognize 

the variables that are currently coming into play.

“It’s a fluid environment we’re living in,” Ryan said. 

“We’ll work with parents.”

While districts are striving to provide a quality edu-

cation in all three models, Dillon said supporting the 

social-emotional needs of  students and staff  is crucial, 

and emphasized how the current situation could affect 

both teaching and learning.

“When we begin this school year, we’re beginning a 

journey that we’ve never taken before,” Dillon said. 

“One thing I would caution is, if  we’re going to use 

benchmarks from our previous experiences in schools 

with what’s coming out now, I think that’s rather unfair. 

We’ve always had high expectations for our students and 

staff…I am confident because of  the resilience of  the 

Long Island community, will make this better every day.”

Dillon also noted the lack of  funding districts are 

struggling with: Not only are they looking at potential 20 

percent reduction in state aid, but also the state is 

imposing guidelines without providing solutions to pay 

for them. In addition, he said, the supply chain for every-

thing from cleaning products to Chromebooks is limited.

“We are all competing for the same things,” he said. 

“We need a better strategy that addresses these issues 

nationwide.”

Another point of  discussion surrounded Governor 

Cuomo’s statement that schools must have children test-

ed and conduct contact tracing. Ostreicher asked if  

there is a solution yet as to how schools will take on that 

task, and whether schools can partner with hospitals.

“We do not have the capacity or legal authority to do 

the testing,” Dillon said, noting they will be discussing 

the matter with Nassau County officials. “That’s a major 

unfunded mandate.”

Ryan said school staff  are not trained to test students 

for the virus. “It cannot fall on the leadership of  the 

schools to conduct these tests,” she said, noting that they 

are expensive. “Those costs cannot come to the school…

It’s going to have to go through health facilities.”

In terms of  contact tracing and what to do if  a child 

or staff  member gets the virus, the panelists agreed that 

more guidance needs to come from the Nassau County 

Department of  Health.

If  a child gets sick, there is still a “good deal of  uncer-

tainty” as to what the schools will do, according to John-

son. If  a child is in a cohort, he said, it’s easy to deter-

mine which children should be excluded from school 

and quarantined. But when you consider siblings or 

sports teams connected to the sick child, it gets trickier. 

“We need guidance not only on the cohort, but all of  the 

other people who might have been exposed,” Johnson 

said.

“We have to have a universal set of  protocols in Nas-

sau County health facilities,” Ryan said, “so all parents 

in all districts feel comfortable and we’re not scram-

bling. We can’t have different rules for different dis-

tricts, especially when you consider public health.”

The first Inside LI webinar was sponsored by Better 

Water NY, based in Glen Head.

“An investment in our children is an investment in 

our future,” said Jeannie Riccardo, CEO of  Better Water 

NY. “We’re proud to support the inaugural episode of  

Inside LI, which discussed how families are coping with 

Covid and simultaneously questioning the safety of  

sending kids back to school. We look forward to more 

meaningful conversations and encouraging families to 

stay healthy across Long Island.” 

The new webinar series will convene leaders from the 

business, government and nonprofit sectors to address 

current issues and get questions answered.

“At the Herald, we take tremendous pride in being 

your trusted source of  truly local news and information, 

especially in times of  uncertainty like these,” RCI Presi-

dent Stuart Richner said. “Right now, there is no issue 

more important to Long Islanders than what is happen-

ing with schools.”

The second Inside LI webinar will be on Friday, Aug. 

21, at 10 a.m., with a discussion of  higher education. For 

more information visit www.liherald.com/insideli.

Courtesy Inside LI

SKYE OSTREICHER MODERATED the first of Inside LI’s webinar series, “Education and Covid-19: K-12”
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Stay connected to the schools, high school sports,  

local government, shopping, dining and more.  

Start or renew your FREE subscription to the Herald today!

Request it today and we’ll mail you a FREE 3 year subscription*.   

Visit liherald.com/subscribe or order by phone at (516) 569-4000 x7.

Hurry, offer ends soon.

*Offer valid in select zip codes only, see website for details.



$56K already raised for Still Partners
By MIKE CONN

mconn@liherald.com

Since owners Dan Roth and Ray 

Capone took over the Still Partners res-

taurant and bar in 2013, it has been a fix-

ture in downtown Sea Cliff. The gastro-

pub, on Sea Cliff  Avenue, is known for its 

upscale classic American menu, variety 

of  drinks and casual atmosphere.

It is perhaps best known, however, as 

the premier venue for local bands to per-

form for dozens of  patrons every week, 

which was a focal point of  an Aug. 12 

fundraiser organized by residents to help 

keep the business alive, as it has struggled 

during the coronavirus pandemic, Roth 

said.

The fundraiser saw five  musical acts 

set up in Roth’s living room for perfor-

mances that were live-streamed on the 

Still Partners Facebook page. A GoFund-

Me page was set up to accept donations 

during and after the show. As of  press 

time Wednesday morning, more than 

$56,000 had been raised. 

Roth said it has been difficult for Still 

Partners to adapt to a takeout and mini-

mal in-house seating formula because its 

concerts served as a major revenue 

source. “It’s been really hard to make 

ends meet,” he said. “Basically, since St. 

Patrick’s Day we haven’t been able to pay 

ourselves or pay rent.”

Roth said that proceeds from the fund-

raiser would help the restaurant catch up 

on its expenses.

Several cameras were set up in Roth’s 

home to capture the performances, one of  

which was hand-operated by Capone. Ian 

Busching, CEO of  Dig Down Media, han-

dled the live-streaming.

Sea Cliff  resident Jennifer DeSane 

said she organized the fundraiser because 

the Still Partners staff  has become some-

thing of  a second family to her. Although 

she grew up in the village, she moved out 

after she went to college and then lived in 

Sag Harbor, spending 15 years away from 

her hometown. She said she moved back 

to the village two and a half  years ago, 

and Still Partners became one of  her 

favorite places.

“A lot of  the fun things in my life hap-

pened because of  Dan and Kathleen [Di-

Resta, Roth’s wife and the owner of  K. 

DiResta Collective], so it was important to 

me to help them and give back to them,” 

DeSane said. “I genuinely love everyone 

who works there. They’re all consistently 

giving back to this community in count-

less ways, and I just feel that it was impor-

tant that we all step up for them now.”

Resident Jaime Teich helped promote 

the fundraiser, coming on board when she 

contacted Roth about her pandemic aid 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Courtesy Jennifer DeSane

ALTHOUGH THE PERFORMANCES took place in owner Dan Roth’s living room, several people enjoyed the show from Still Partners itself.
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Since March, while the world
paused, our industry changed.

Since March, while most of our

competitors stood still, we sold

$973,000,000
in real estate.

 

Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty 
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Let this be a time when you

Realize Your Vision.
We are here to help you.

Glen Head Office 

240 Glen Head Road, Glen Head, NY
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ROBERT BRUSCA, ESQ.
OYSTER BAY

T     he first thing the group of  representatives 

from town, which I am one of, thought of  

before Governor Cuomo shut things down was 

to [designate] a central place for the community 

to find out information during the coronavirus 

pandemic. We wanted to share information on 

every level to provide the community with support. 

Everyone sent us information to add to the Oyster 

Bay-East Norwich Chamber of  Com-

merce’s website. 

In early April, I thought about making 

signs because at that point it seemed 

like we were never coming out of  this. I 

thought having the signs couldn’t hurt. 

My hope was that it would lift spirits. 

People were putting their lives on the 

line in the medical profession, as were other essential workers, and I thought it was 

appropriate to thank them. I made signs with my girlfriend, Giovanna Bizzoso. We put 

signs up on Route 106 — six of  them. They were stolen. We also put up Oyster Bay-East 

Norwich Strong signs, which were stolen, or at least they were removed. There were 30 

of  those.

Minutemen Press in Syosset pumped out, in a day at discounted prices, more Oyster 

Bay-East Norwich Strong signs — 200 of  them. Then people started asking me for the 

signs. I had more reproduced and sold them for $12 a piece. Then I decided to pump the 

price up to $20 a sign for a fundraiser. Some people gave me even more money for the 

signs. 

 

CREATOR, OYSTER BAY-EAST 
NORWICH STRONG SIGNS

 HOMETOWN HERO

HOMETOWN HEROESCovid-19

WILLIAM WHITTON 
GLEN COVE 

T     he pandemic has changed the way we do our jobs 

immensely. We were always cautious when it 

came to putting ourselves at risk as far as blood-born 

pathogens and things like that. But this is completely 

uncharted territory that we are putting ourselves in.

Right from the beginning, we mandated mask wear-

ing, [and] we tried to limit public access to the police 

department as much as possible. And we did that by 

making reports available online or mail if  they 

didn’t have internet access. 

The police officers would go out 

to their cars and avoid going into 

headquarters unless it was absolutely 

necessary to print some sort of  form 

or to process an arrest. We didn’t have 

any Covid cases in our officers that were 

brought on [by] what we believe to be job related, which is huge. 

We had the cars sanitized like crazy, and once again we wear the proper [personal 

protective equipment]; we wear gloves, masks, washing our hands like crazy. We made 

a lot of  strides in getting PPE from the Department of  Homeland Security and wher-

ever else we can find it like Glen Cove Hospital.

One of  the local doctors, John Colletta, is in charge of  all the other doctors in the 

emergency room, and he was someone who helped us out with PPE through Northwell. 

He was very nice. 

Community support was great. We felt appreciated. The officers felt appreciated. 

It was very nice. When things are hard in life, you look back to Sept. 11 or the Boston 

Bombings, there’s usually a big outpouring of  support for law enforcement. 

CHIEF, GLEN COVE  
POLICE DEPARTMENT

 HOMETOWN HERO
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Wednesday, August 26th between 10:00am and 11:30am

Glen Cove Center will be handing out
Care Packages* to local seniors.  Bring your grandkids along-

we will have Beachballs, Frozen Treats and Baked Goods for them too! 

We look forward to seeing you!

*While supplies last
Glen Cove Center, 6 Medical Plaza, Glen Cove, NY 11542    516.656.8000

Glen Cove Center is hosting a FREE
Care Package Drive-� rough for our community.
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SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$356$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $305 *on average with Allstate

Progressive $478  on average with Allstate

State Farm $318* on average with Allstate

*356
saved

saved

95
31

16
8*Savings based on national customer reported data for new policies written in 2016. Actual 

savings vary. Discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire & Casualty Ins. 
Co., Allstate Vehicle & Property Ins. Co., Allstate Property & Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 
Sanders Rd. Northbrook, IL 60062. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

CALL ME FIRST.

CELESTE GULLO
516-466-2111
60 GLEN HEAD RD
a0b0388@allstate.com

Put your policy to the test.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved 
an average of $356* a year. So when 
you're shopping for car insurance, call 
me first. You could be surprised by how 
much you'll save.
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Thank You To our healThcare 
Workers, FirsT responders and 

everYone Who is Working so hard 
To keep us all healThY and saFe!

Photo by Lauren Gallery Photography

CELESTE GULLO
516-466-2111
60 GLEN HEAD RD
GLEN HEAD
CGullo@allstate.com

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

For all your 
insurance needs

Let’s do a quote 
for you today!

the best pLanning is 
yOUR OWn pLanning!



THEIR FRONT-LINE STORIES IN THEIR OWN WORDS

DR. ARGYRO KARIDIS
BAYVILLE

T     he pandemic has been challenging. There 

are a lot of  questions and concern with 

a novel virus. The science is still being 

studied, so I’ve had to use my own medi-

cal knowledge of  viruses to best answer 

parents’ questions and concerns.

Another challenge that we had was in 

the office. People wanted to be seen but 

they were nervous leaving their homes 

and even more nervous about entering 

our office, picking up germs or potentially 

exposing themselves to other sick people 

coming to the office.

I came up with this idea of  doing 

car visits, and the parents loved it. They 

drove their kids up to our parking garage 

to the top floor where our office is. I would go out with one of  my medical assistants 

and perform a full exam on a child, doing any test I needed to, whether it was blood 

work, giving injections or running nasal swabs or antibody tests for Covid.

It really allowed the parents to feel safe and reassured that their child was examined 

and taken care of. Whatever diagnosis that was made, it appeased a lot of  parents. It 

got busy because there was a lot of  running back and forth rain or shine, but it really 

helped our community and bring some peace of  mind to them. They felt like they 

weren’t further risking their children’s safety.

As a mother myself, I felt a little more control having that background that I have, 

so I wanted to share that with my families and give them some peace of  mind.

PEDIATRICIAN, NORTHSHORE 
CHILDRENS HEALTHCARE

GLEN COVE

 HOMETOWN HERO

JEANINE FAKIRIS
GLEN COVE

I     am a real estate agent with Daniel Gale Sotheby’s 

Realty, and I volunteer my time going to Mom-

ma’s House, which is a non-profit that helps young 

mothers and their babies, and what I was not able 

to do through the pandemic is, I prepare the young 

girls there for getting their first apartment. So I 

was not able to do that, but hopefully that will 

start up again soon. 

With the animal shelter, we obviously had 

to shut down and not let the public in, which 

was very hard for adoption. We couldn’t let 

our volunteers in, and we do have a lot of  

volunteers from the high school who really 

do look forward to coming in, and not hav-

ing the volunteers really hurt the animals 

because they really love the socialization. We 

are, thank God, back up and running, and we’re allowing a handful at a time. It helps 

because we always have the volunteers come and help, and they clean the animals, they 

walk them, so it was a little bit of  a shocker for the animals not to have so many people 

for the couple of  months that we did. 

We didn’t have adoptions for a few weeks at the start of  the pandemic, but then we 

decided to do by appointment only, one person in the building at a time. It was such an 

influx of  phone calls with people being home. We actually had the most adoptions in 

the month of  July that we’ve ever seen, especially with the kittens. We also had long-

term resident dogs adopted as well. That was really exciting for us. 

We were also afraid that people would not have money to be able to feed their ani-

mals while also feeding their family, so we came up with the idea of  the pet pantry.  

DIRECTOR, COVE ANIMAL  
RESCUE BOARD  

VOLUNTEER, MOMMAS HOUSE 
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Come to the U.S. News & World Report Best College that’s 
right in your backyard. There’s still time to transfer for fall—
and we make it easy, starting with virtual appointments with 
counselors that will give you all the information you need. 

Seamless application process

Generous credit transfer policy

Valuable scholarships and financial aid

Award-winning career guidance

Successful career outcomes

Find out more at Adelphi.edu/Herald

Stay near home and
stay on track. Transfer
to Adelphi.

The average base 
salary of 2018 
graduates is 

than the average 
base salary of new 

grads nationally.

25%
higher
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Saving a defining business in Sea Cliff
project, Love Your Neighbor. She said she 

was looking to partner with Still Partners 

to distribute masks and hand sanitizer, 

and although Roth said he would help how-

ever he could, he said the business was in 

trouble. Teich said she decided to help him 

however she could.

The idea of  Still Partners not being in 

Sea Cliff  was disheartening, Teich said, 

and was thrilled to see how successful the 

fundraiser became.

“I thought it was awesome,” she said. 

“Given that we all work really at our day 

jobs, we all have families, the fact that we 

were all able to put this together was pretty 

tremendous. I think the community really 

showed up and stood up for Still Partners 

and what they represent in the community. 

I think it was awesome.”

Five acts performed during the three-

hour fundraiser, one of  which consisted 

of  Andy Aledort on guitar and Mike 

DiMeo playing keyboards. Aledort, who 

has lived in Sea Cliff  since 1992, said Still 

Partners is one of  the most beloved estab-

lishments he has seen in the village. He 

said he has grown close with Roth, whom 

he has performed with in gigs several 

times, as Roth is a drummer.

“The fundraiser not only was some-

thing that was really needed for [Still 

Partners] and well-embraced by all the 

musicians,” Aledort said. “Even more 

important, it was well-embraced by the 

community.”

The pandemic has forced the closing of  

many bars and restaurants on Long 

Island, Aledort said, and he was proud to 

playing a part in helping to save one of  

Sea Cliff ’s defining businesses. 

“It’s going to be a tough road,” he said, 

“but we’re all really hoping Still Partners 

is here to stay.”

Roth and Capone said they were 

pleased to see such community support. 

Capone, who said he did not recognize 

most of  the donors’ names on the 

GoFundMe page, added that the outpour-

ing of  generosity was humbling.

“As a restaurant owner during this 

time, you kind of  just feel like you’re 

doing everything wrong because you can’t 

make ends meet,” Roth said, “and just to 

have everybody [support us] is really 

amazing and a testament to what we do. 

People like what we do, and they don’t 

want to see us go . . .We are blessed to 

have such support.”

Donations to support Still Partners can be 

made at www.gofundme.com/f/save-still-

partners. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Photo courtesy Dan Roth

MIKE DIMEO, PICTURED, and Andy Aledort 

were the last performers to play during the 

fundraiser.

Courtesy Dan Roth

THE DAVE DIAMOND band, made up of bassist Craig Pivett, left, drummer Adam Polatov 

and guitarist Dave Diamond, took the stage as the fourth act in the Still Partners fund-

raiser to save one of their favorite venues.
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Apply Today: Molloy.edu/RightChoice

MOLLOY COLLEGE. 
THE RIGHT CHOICE. RIGHT NOW.

One of the best values for your tuition dollar, Molloy  is close to home but far from 
ordinary.  With career-focused programs, real-world connections and personal 

guidance, we’re open and here for your student – in person or online – for today’s 
challenges  and tomorrow’s opportunities.

RIGHT
RIGHT

COLLEGE.
NOW.

IS THEMOLLOY

1
0
9
9
5
0
1



15

G
LEN

 CO
VE H

ERALD
 G

AZETTE —
 August 20, 2020

 1
0
9
4
7
9
9



Au
gu

st
 2

0,
 2

02
0 

—
 G

LE
N

 C
O

VE
 H

ER
AL

D
 G

AZ
ET

TE

16

Changing health care delivery
By Karen Bloom

T elemedicine has been 
growing in popularity in 
recent years. Not a new 

concept — telemedicine (or telehealth, 
the terms are now used interchange-
ably) has been used for years in rural 
communities to connect patients with 
distant health  care providers  — its use 
has surged as result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.
 Many more of us are now embracing 
remote visits with our health care pro-
viders, although it’s important to recog-
nize it’s not applicable to every health 
care need.
 "Telemedicine is changing health 
care by offering patients new options 
for care of many types, " said Barbara 
Keber M.D., FAAFP,  Vice Chair, 
Department of Family Medicine, 
Northwell Health and Chair, Family 
Medicine, at Glen Cove Hospital.
 "Urgent visits can easily be set up for 
a patient with an acute complaint at any 
time of day. This allows for patients not 
to need to travel to a facility or office in 
bad weather, late in the evening or to 
have to leave work or home where they 
me need to be with young children and 
can have their healthcare needs 
addressed in a timely fashion. This has 
been slowly gaining traction before the 
COVID pandemic but really came to the 
fore during the pandemic. During this 
time it allowed for patients to be “seen” 
and treated without any physical con-
tact with staff or providers."
 If you like the idea of seeing your 
doctor over a video conference on your 
laptop or smartphone, you are not alone. 
According to research by Software 
Advice, 75 percent of survey respon-
dents are interested in trying telemedi-
cine. 
 "Telehealth is more convenient for 
some people and is especially liked by 
the millennials. Surprisingly however 
older adults have also been happy to 
have a telehealth option during the 
Covid pandemic as they felt they could 
be in touch with their physicians with-
out leaving their homes," said Dr. Keber.
 The variety of telehealth tools avail-
able enable people to better manage 
their overall care and receive needed 
services.
 “There are two or three aspects that 
work well,” said Dr. Adhi Sharma, chief 

medical officer Mount Sinai South 
Nassau hospital in Oceanside. 
 “It works well for behavioral health 
for follow-up appointments, as long as 
the patient is stable, they make for good 
check-ins that don’t require the patients 
to travel and can reduce the potential 
for exposure to the virus,” he said. 
“Dermatology works well, the challenge 
is if they need to do a biopsy, they can’t 
over telemedicine. The third area, rou-
tine follow-up visits, such as primary 
care or post-operative. As long as your 
early post-operatives are in-person, they 
can be done through telemedicine to 
make sure you’re symptom free. They 
can check on symptoms and make sure 
medication doses are all right.”
 The health system is starting to look 
different as facilities shift to more wide-
spread use of the technology in their 
practice. Of course, clearly it serves as an 
adjunct to in-person visits.
 “Patients can receive the same quali-
ty care from providers that they trust 
and know best from the comfort of their 
own homes — an environment they are 
most comfortable in,” said Dr. Eric Ascher, 
a family medicine attending doctor who 
is assistant director of special projects 
Western Region for Northwell Health, 
including LIJ Valley Stream. 
 “Telemedicine is also very conve-
nient; no longer will patients need to 
factor in travel time to an appointment, 

trying to find coverage at work, time 
spent in a waiting room and then time 
spent traveling back to the home or 
office," he said. “With concerns of a 
[coronavirus] resurgence, public trans-
portation and a very germ conscious 
population, many patients are opting to 
receive care without leaving the home 
or workplace any more than necessary.”
 Added Shital Rana, DO, with Northwell 
Health Physician Partners, Cardiology 
and Medicine Specialties at Merrick:  “It 
is allowing providers the ability to reach 
a broader base of patients and those 
limited in accessing healthcare. 
Frequently, patients that are home-
bound or have physical or mental limita-
tions forego their visits due to the diffi-
culties they face getting to the appoint-
ment.”
 “It is not appropriate if you have a 
condition that requires a thorough 
physical examination. For example, if 
you are having chest pain, we would 
want to do tests in the office to make 
sure your heart is stable. It is a great tool 
for refilling medication, on a stable 
chronic condition or a sick visit where 
you do not want to expose others,” Dr. 
Rana said.
 Medical professionals across the 
board agree that broad-scale telemedi-
cine will reshape modern medical ser-
vices and will decidedly impact the 
future of health care, as its applications 

expand.
 "Telemedicine is also being utilized 
within hospitals and other facilities and 
this may be something that can be pur-
sued in the future to allow for evalua-
tion prior to sending patients to the 
Emergency Department from assisted 
living or skilled nursing facilities for fre-
quent repeat admissions," said Dr. Keber. 
"It has also reduced the need for some 
onsite providers by the use of e-ICU, 
e-hospitalist and e-emergency room 
visits."
 "Specialists have also utilized them to 
evaluate patients without direct contact 
during the pandemic. Telemedicine is 
also being utilized within hospitals and 
other facilities and this may be some-
thing that can be pursued in the future 
to allow for evaluation prior to ending 
patient to the Emergency Department 
from assisted living or skilled nursing 
facilities for frequent repeat admissions. 
It has also reduced the need for some 
onsite providers by the use of e-ICU, 
e-hospitals and e-emergency room vis-
its. Specialists have also utilized them to 
evaluate patients without direct contact 
during the pandemic."
 Dr. Keber cautioned, however, that 
"telehealth has been difficult for utiliza-
tion in the underserved populations 
due to the inability to access the appro-
priate communications mechanisms. 
Telephonic visits have been used in 
place of audio visual but are not as ben-
eficial."
 "Both telehealth and telephonic 
health have been paid at parity by 
Medicare and Medicaid during the 
Covid pandemic," she said. "If telehealth 
is to survive and primary care along 
with it then payment parity will be 
essential by all payers. If this does not 
occur,  primary care especially will be 
difficult to maintain. This will be essen-
tial for telehealth to further develop and 
prosper."
 Meanwhile, 'It is growing and it will 
be able to do more tomorrow than it 
can today, and it’s already doing more 
today than it did yesterday,” said Dr. 
Sharma. “There is a significant role for it 
and as technology grows, that role will 
grow and we’re seeing creative uses for 
it all over the country. Will it ever replace 
in-person encounters? The answer is no, 
not with the current technology.” ■

— The Herald staff contributed reporting.

The changing dynamic of doctor-patient interaction

Telehealth visits are quickly becoming a mainstay of health care since the onset of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.

TELEMEDICINE: 
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ATTENTION BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LAB (BNL) 
(1947-Present) FAMILIES AND WORKERS: Did you file 
a claim after you or a loved one developed an illness or 
condition after working at BNL? Was your claim 
denied? We may be able to obtain Lifetime Healthcare 
and up to $400,000 in Compensation for you. We 
assist with initial claims, dose reconstructions, 
appeals, impairment ratings, wage loss, health care 
and home care. For more information, call Attorney 
Hugh Stephens at (716) 208-3525. No Compensation-
No Fee 2495 Main St., Suite 442, Buffalo, NY 14214

1099126
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black

forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

1046648

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

We can help with: jumping, destructive 
behavior, biting, running away, pulling on leash, 

separation anxiety, puppy behavior & more

backtobalancetraining.com

because your dog is worth it.
1027201
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$18.50 P/H NYC • $16 P/H LI
CDPAP Caregiver Hourly Pay Rate!

Under NYS CDPAP Medicaid
program you can hire your family or 

friends for your care.
Phone: 347-713-3553

JOB OPPORTUNITY

TREE SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATE

We’ll Meet 
& Beat 

Any Price 
Guaranteed

• TREE REMOVAL • LAND CLEARING
• STUMP GRINDING • PRUNING

• ROOF LINE CLEARING
• EMERGENCY SERVICE 
• FIREWOOD & MULCH

Police
Fire

Senior
Veteran
Discount

We Care More Than The REST For LESS
Owner Operated • Licensed & Insured • Residential • Commercial

516-216-2617
NASS. LIC # H2904450000
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INC.

$50 OFF
Jobs Under $1,000

$500 Minimum
USE COUPON 

CODE HER20
Cannot be combined with 

other coupon

$100 OFF
Jobs Over
$1,000

USE COUPON 

CODE HER20
Cannot be combined with 

other coupon
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Chimney King, Ent. Inc.

(516) 766-1666

Fully licensed and insured
Nassau • Suffolk • NYC

• Chimneys Repaired, Rebuilt and Tuckpointing

• Stainless Steel Liners Installed

Chimney Cleaning & 
Masonry Services

Done By Firefighters That Care
chimneykinginc.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

516.676.8469
office@ipaintandcontract.com

• 1 DAY INSTALLATION 
• WON’T CHIP OR PEEL
• 4X STRONGER THAN 

EPOXY
• EASY TO CLEAN

• 15 YEAR RESIDENTIAL 
WARRANTY

ONE DAY FLOORS
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TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the 
North Shore 
Since 1988

1
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• LOWEST PRICES
• LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
• AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)

• MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
SERVICE

$�off
ANY AIRPORT TRIP

Madison Taxi

1096202

We Buy Antiques, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
40 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid
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FREE
Estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

CALL DAVE davewireman.com

516-433-9473 (WIRE)

631-667-9473 (WIRE)

516-353-11 1 8  (TEXT)

• Flat TVs Mounted • All Wires Hidden

• High Defi nition Television Antennas Installed

• Camera & Stereo Systems Installed & Serviced

• Telephone Jacks, Cable TV Extensions 
& Computer Wiring Installed & Serviced

• Surround Sound / Sound Bars

• Commercial & Residential Repairs

WIREMAN/CABLEMAN

Veterans 
10% Off

1097214

NEW AFFORDABLE RENTAL COMMUNITY STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOMS
RENTS $1,095 - $2,500 INCOME LIMITS & ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS APPLY MINIMUM INCOME $36,900 - $86,040 
MAXIMUM INCOME $53,220 - $164,580 Subject to unit size, 
household size & set-aside requirements
MAIL: Send a self-addressed stamped envelope to:
CGMR Compliance Partners PO Box 440, Wading River, NY 11792
CALL: (631) 910-6200 EMAIL: info@cgmrcompliance.com 
WEBSITE: www.cgmrcompliance.com 
Duplicate applications may be disqualified

LATE APPLICATIONS NOT CONSIDERED
PUBLIC LOTTERY BROADCAST WWW.CGMRCOMPLIANCE.COM
SEPTEMBER 4, 2020 11AM

“Selling Surplus Assets 7 Days a Week Online”

For complete information, visit 
www.auctionsinternational.com/liveauctions 

or call 800-536-1401, Ext. 110

Tax Foreclosed Real Estate Auction

Chemung County • Online Only

Online Auction Start: July 10TH, 12PM
Online Auction Closing Begins: July 23RD, 10AM

75+ parcels available:  Lots, Acreage, Homes, Commercial Properties
Due to COVID-19 mandates and regulations, this auction will be conducted 100% online.

To participate in this online only auction, please visit our website and complete 
the “Online Bidder Registration Packet”.

Originals must be received at our office no later than 7/21

**Action Required**

1094923

10
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40
2

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Black Top Driveways & Paving / Patching & Sealcoating

Cement Work - Brick - Stone / Stoops & Paving Stones

New Landscape Design & Planting

1-866-756-PAVE
www.AmericanPavingAndMasonry.com

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED FREE ESTIMATES1098618
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Darle Gertrude Dawson
Darle Gertrude Dawson, “Trudy,” of  

Glen Cove died on Aug. 16. Beloved wife 

of  John; loving mother of  Darle Jenni-

fer Dawson and Susan Dawson Perlman 

(Michael); cherished grandmother of  

Darle Bailey Riordan and Dylan Dawson 

Perlman. A memorial service will be 

held at a later date.  

Libero Paulich
Libero Paulich, of  Glen Cove, died on 

Aug. 16. Lenny was the beloved husband 

of  the late Theresa; devoted father of  

Irene (late Frank), Steven (Mary), 

Joseph (Jennie), Anthony (Gunilla) and 

MaryAnn; loving grandfather of  

Joseph, Steven Jr., Frankie, Samantha, 

Christopher, Matthew, Madeline, Thom-

as, Alexander, Vincent and Sophia; 

great-grandfather of  Adrianna. Funeral 

mass at the Church of  St. Rocco. Inter-

ment Holy Rood Cemetery. 

Richard J. Jones
Richard J. Jones, 40, lifelong resident 

of  Glen Cove, died on Aug.14, 2020 age 

40. Former husband of  Sharon; son of  

Kathy and Dick; brother of  Christine; 

also survived by many aunts, uncles, 

cousins and his best friend Moose. Rick 

worked alongside his dad at the family 

business “Road Runners”. He was an 

avid cyclist. Visitation will be held at 

Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home Thursday 

from 5-8 p.m.. Service on Thursday at 7 

p.m. Interment private. Donations may 

be made to: American Heart Associa-

tion Long Island Cycle Nation, 125 E. 

Bethpage Rd., Plainview, NY 11803.   

Robert J. O’Neill
Robert J. O’Neill, a WWII army veter-

an, of  Glen Cove died on Aug. 13. 

Beloved husband of  the late Elizabeth 

(nee Grella); loving father of  Kerri, 

Ruby and Rocky; also survived by many 

nieces, nephews and friends. Funeral 

mass at the Church of  St. Patrick. Inter-

ment at Locust Valley Cemetery. 

George Kurylo

George Kurylo, 72, of  Glen Cove, died 

on Aug. 6. Beloved husband of  Ann; lov-

ing father of  Christina Partagas (Jack), 

Larissa Giambruno (Peter) and the late 

Katherine; dear brother of  the late Wal-

ter; cherished grandfather of  Nicholas, 

Jack, Ava, Milania and Jessie; also sur-

vived by many nieces and nephews. 

George came to the United States at 

4-years-old and grew up in Manhattan. 

He played trumpet in the drum and 

bugle corp at St. George Ukrainian 

Catholic School and graduated from La 

Salle Academy where he sang in the 

choir. He spent summers with his par-

ents, his brother Walter and friends at 

Camp St. Basil in Narrowsburg, N.Y.  He 

loved swimming, fishing and sail-

ing.  He carried this love for the wilder-

ness throughout his life. He met his wife 

Ann at the age of  15 and they were mar-

ried for 50 years. They spent many 

happy summers at their cabin on the 

lake with their three children. Ever 

adventurous, in 1982, George drove the 

family across country, pulling a pop up 

camper. George and Ann took a cruise 

around Europe with friends and fished 

for salmon in Alaska. But his true pas-

sion was spending summers fishing and 

cooking on an open fire in Narrows-

burg. In 1989, as a Senior Court Officer 

in Nassau County, he received a Certifi-

cate of  Meritorious Service for Bravery. 

He retired in 2002 and spent half  his 

time in Glen Spey, N.Y. with his wife, 

enjoying nature. He loved cooking his 

famous holiday meals and spending 

time with his wife, children, five grand-

children and his cat Kit, who loved him 

and will miss him very much.Visitation 

held at Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home of  

Glen Cove.  Mass at St. Andrew’s Ukrai-

nian Catholic Church, Interment to fol-

low at the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catho-

lic Cemetery.

Sandra Williams Wien
Sandra Williams Wien, known as 

Sandy, 86, Glen Cove, died on July 23. 

She lived with the love of  her life, Rob-

ert Sherman Wien, in Bayville, for over 

30 years; she leaves her three beloved 

children Kim Fiertz (Carey), Amy 

Franklin (Donald) and Robert Wien Jr.; 

Sandy loved her role as a grandparent to 

her four grandchildren, Jaclyn Marcuc-

ci (Matthew), Margaret Fiertz, Alexan-

dra Franklin, and Nicole Franklin. She 

was born on April 16, 1934 and raised in 

Virginia. In her adulthood, she attended 

Iowa State Teachers College. She lived 

with the love of  her life, Robert Sher-

man Wien, in Bayville for over 30 won-

derful years. Known for her infectious 

smile, love for all and her strength in 

any face of  adversity, it is clear why she 

was beloved by anyone who met her. To 

her grandchildren, she was Grandy. She 

never missed any event in their lives—

every concert, every play, every signifi-

cant event beaming with a bouquet of  

flowers. To her, these events were so 

important to her because it was impor-

tant for her grandchildren. In the times 

Sandy was not with her grandchildren, 

she could be found lounging at the 

beach with an US Magazine or cooking 

a delicious meal with way too much but-

ter. Sandra is finally at peace and 

reunited with the love of  her life Robert 

Wien and many of  the animals she 

cared for greatly on the Rainbow 

Bridge. She will be greatly missed by 

those that survive her, and her abun-

dance of  friends. However, she will be 

forever remembered for the beautiful 

soul she was because that’s what she 

truly was—beautiful inside and out.

OBITUARIES

GEORGE KURYLO, 72, of Glen Cove, died 

on Aug. 6.

In the coming weeks, university 

campuses across Nassau County will 

come alive again with the sights and 

sounds of  students in class, learning 

in person, after the coronavirus pan-

demic caused an abrupt halt to the 

spring semester and sent thousands 

of  students packing for home for 

seven weeks of  virtual classes.

The question is, how do universi-

ties open amid the ongoing pandemic, 

which is now under control in New 

York — with a 1 percent infection rate 

holding steady since early June — but 

is still raging in parts across the 

country, particularly in the South, 

West and increasingly the Midwest? 

Inside LI, a production of  Richner-

Live, will have answers this Friday, 

Aug. 21, at 10 a.m. during a live, 

45-minute webinar with a number of  

Long Island’s top higher-education 

leaders, including:

 ■ Dr. James Lentini, president of  

Molloy College.

 ■ Dr. Christine Riordan, president of  

Adelphi College.

 ■ Dr. Gabrielle St. Léger, assistant 

vice president and dean of  students at 

Hofstra University.

 ■ Dr. Jermaine Williams, president 

of  Nassau Community College.

Also joining in the discussion will 

be Dr. Aaron Glatt, chairman of  the 

Department of  Medicine at Mount 

Sinai South Nassau hospital in 

Oceanside, to offer a medical perspec-

tive on how to open colleges and uni-

versities safely.

Skye Ostreicher, of  Inside LI and 

Herald Community Newspapers, will 

moderate.

Inside LI and the Herald will offer 

a series of  free webinars in the com-

ing weeks and months to help inform 

people about the salient issues sur-

rounding the Covid-19 crisis to 

empower them to make smart deci-

sions for themselves and their fami-

lies.

To reserve your spot for Friday’s 

webinar, simply go to www.liherald.

com/insideli. You may submit your 

questions in advance by emailing 

insideli@liherald.com.

To sponsor a webinar or for more 

information, contact Amy Amato at 

aamato@richnerlive.com or call her 

at (516) 569-4000, ext. 224.

For more information on the sta-

tus of  Molloy’s reopening, go to Mol-

loy.edu.

For more on Adelphi’s reopening, 

go to Adelphi.edu.

For more on Hofstra’s reopening, 

go to Hofstra.edu.

For more on Nassau Community 

College’s reopening, go to ncc.edu.

Inside LI webinar 
to focus on higher ed.

Assemblyman Charles 
Lavine condemns demand 
to boycott Israel

As the president of  

the National Associa-

tion of  Jewish Legis-

lators in New York,  

A s s e m b l y m a n 

Charles Lavine has 

denounced the New 

York City Democratic 

Socialists of  Ameri-

ca’s demand in their 

candidate question-

naire for New York 

City Council candi-

dates to pledge that 

they will not travel to Israel. 

“The Jewish State of  Israel is America’s 

ally and we as a nation cannot turn our 

back on our allies” Lavine said. “It is time 

to express grave concern over NYCDSA’s 

demand that its candidates engage in eco-

nomic warfare against our strategic ally 

Israel.”

Lavine has sent a statement expressing 

his concern. And in his statement, the 

assemblyman said that Americans must 

oppose demagoguery whether from the 

right or the left.  

Assemblyman 

Charles Lavine



HERALD EDITORIAL

Support the U.S. Postal Service — period

T
he U.S. Postal Service is older than 

the United States itself: Benjamin 

Franklin appointed the first post-

master general in 1775, a year 

before the Revolution against Great Brit-

ain erupted. Ever since, the Postal Service 

has been woven into the very fabric of  our 

democracy, ensuring that vital, and not so 

vital, information is conveyed from Point 

A to Point B, seemingly effortlessly.

The work of  the USPS is anything but 

effortless, though. It is a massive under-

taking, requiring, as of  2019, more than 

633,000 employees to move the mountains 

of  mail that are sent daily across the coun-

try and around the world. Where, as a 

nation, would we be without the Postal 

Service? 

Being paper-based, the agency might 

seem anachronistic in an age of  increas-

ingly digital communication, and it has 

seen a steadily diminishing volume of  

mail over the years with the growing pop-

ularity of  email. But millions of  Ameri-

cans, many without broadband connectivi-

ty, still depend on “snail mail” as their pri-

mary source of  communication with oth-

ers. At the same time, vital goods, includ-

ing medications, are sent by mail. Your 

Herald newspaper is mailed to you.

We are thus dismayed to see the Postal 

Service, such a basic and integral part of  

the nation, become politicized in the 

months leading to the presidential elec-

tion. It is increasingly apparent that Presi-

dent Trump is seeking to slow the ser-

vice’s operations in order to disrupt mail-

in balloting, a shameful tactic given the 

importance of  mail to so many Ameri-

cans.

Congress must act immediately to pro-

vide adequate funding so the USPS can 

carry out its solemn duty through the elec-

tion, when mail-in balloting is expected to 

spike as the coronavirus pandemic drags 

on. Many Americans in regions across the 

country are concerned about voting in per-

son, and rightly so.

Tell your congressional representative 

to support the Postal Service with a fund-

ing bill separate from any Covid-19 relief  

package — which, by the way, was still a 

no-go as of  press time on Monday.

Our intersections are hazardous during storms

W
hen Tropical Storm Isaias 

roared across Long Island on 

Aug. 4 with 70-mph wind 

gusts, it brought down more 

than a thousand trees in Nassau County, 

cutting off  electricity to large areas, 

including sections of  major thoroughfares 

like Sunrise Highway and Merrick Road, 

among many others. That meant no power 

for stoplights, which tied up traffic and 

caused potentially hazardous conditions.

Every intersection without power was 

an accident waiting to happen, with many 

motorists barreling along, seemingly obliv-

ious to the potential dangers all around. 

Too many of  Nassau’s intersections are 

hazardous enough under optimal condi-

tions — on a clear day with the lights work-

ing. Without lights, anything can happen.

That’s why villages, towns, the county 

and the state must work together to devel-

op better plans to ensure motorists’ safety 

in major intersections after a storm like 

Isaias. During the recent tempest, county 

police officers were at some intersections 

minding traffic flow, but too many others 

were without any law enforcement person-

nel. We can only surmise why — budget 

matters, perhaps, in the face of  a historic 

fiscal crisis brought on by the coronavirus 

pandemic that is expected to lead to histor-

ic deficits for government at all levels.

After Hurricane Sandy in 2012, we saw a 

greater number of  police officers directing 

traffic at intersections that were without 

power. We’d like to see them out in force 

during the next storm of  this magnitude.

But police can’t be everywhere, and 

that’s why we must consider alternatives. 

For example, could we not install solar-

power backups at major intersections that 

would provide electricity to the lights until 

the main power lines could be re-ener-

gized? Could we not put up temporary stop 

signs at those intersections? Could we not 

install temporary orange barriers with 

flashing lights to warn motorists approach-

ing intersections without power?

All of  these options require careful 

study, but now is the time to undertake 

such an effort — before the next Big One.

The world has only 
superficially 
improved
To the Editor:

It is always dispiriting to see 

subtle racism poisoning our coun-

try generation after generation as 

in the letter “A guest column was 

short on insight,” by Robert Rub-

alsky (Aug. 13-19). One hopes this 

willful ignorance will go away, but 

it seems an indelible stain on the 

United States.

Rubalsky’s assertion that a stat-

ue of  Theodore Roosevelt accom-

panied by a subservient Black 

man and Native American was a 

tribute to his efforts to elevate 

these people from “backwardness 

and deprivation into a more hope-

ful future” is insulting and ill-

informed. Roosevelt, for all his 

accomplishments, was a white 

supremacist and had views on 

Native Americans that were bor-

derline genocidal. He advocated 

Jim Crow efforts as a means of  

LETTERS

You can find information on how to 

reach your congressional representative 

at the following websites:

 ■ U.S. Rep. Peter King, 2nd District: 

peteking.house.gov

 ■ U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, 3rd District: 

suozzi.house.gov

 ■ U.S. Rep. Kathleen Rice, 4th District: 

kathleenrice.house.gov
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P
olicing is a community service 

provided by a paramilitary 

organization. There are about 

800,000 police officers across the 

U.S., and regardless of  color or creed, we 

are all blue. We are charged with enforc-

ing laws that we had no hand in creating. 

We are thrust into emotionally charged 

and volatile situations, with little prepa-

ration, and are expected to handle these 

encounters perfectly every time.

Our distinct designation in the com-

munity, and the exclusive nature of  our 

work, make it imperative that we have 

certain protections to effectively and safe-

ly execute our sworn duties. We take 

pride in pursuing the high standards that 

are expected of  us, 

but we cannot be 

held to the impos-

sible standard of  

trial by social 

media. Police offi-

cers across the 

country now question every decision 

they make, and wonder after every action 

if  it will become the next viral video dis-

seminated in an ongoing effort to destroy 

us. Because we are operating in this cli-

mate of  fear, you will notice the negative 

effects in your neighborhood. 

In New York state, the choke hold ban 

and the repeal of  Civil Rights Law 50-a 

are just two recent measures that have 

left police officers feeling bewildered and 

betrayed. We have been stripped of  our 

civil rights and the right to defend our-

selves, at frightening speed. The persecu-

tion we are facing from federal, state and 

local officials is not courage. It is coward-

ice. Elected leaders kneel before the mob 

instead of  standing with us. 

They cower behind us for 

protection and prosecute us 

when we provide it.

We do our best every day, 

working difficult schedules, 

provided less training than 

we deserve, and most often 

dealing with people who are 

sad, angry, unbalanced and 

upset. People are unpredict-

able, situations are fluid 

and force is an unfortunate, 

yet essential, part of  our 

profession. Attempts to mit-

igate it are understandable, but misguid-

ed. 

No police officer should ever kneel on 

a person’s neck for an extended period of  

time, especially someone in handcuffs, 

but to criminalize any sort of  neck 

restraint is unreasonable. We face situa-

tions with dangerous, combative people 

who are bigger and stronger than we are. 

Taking them down by the neck is an effec-

tive option and, in some scenarios, the 

only one. A blanket prohibition of  this 

tactic is naïve and ignorant of  the rapid 

escalation of  physical encounters. 

The most important point that can be 

imparted to the public is that in almost 

every tragic police encounter, there is a 

common denominator: Catastrophes can 

be avoided by compliance. If  you do not 

resist arrest, there is virtually no chance 

that you will be killed by a 

police officer. And for all the 

hand-wringing, emotional 

outcries, calls for reform 

and greater emphasis on de-

escalation, no one seems to 

be addressing this point, 

which is the only one that 

can, with certainty, save 

lives. Rather than attacking 

us, our critics should part-

ner with us.

Civil Rights Law 50-a 

was put in place in 1976 to 

protect us from character 

assassination by defense attorneys. Its 

repeal allows any complaint made 

against police officers, even if  unsubstan-

tiated, to be used against us when we tes-

tify. Complaints are an unfortunate part 

of  a job spent telling people what they 

cannot do. Obligation to take enforce-

ment action does not make for happy cus-

tomers.

Since the repeal of  50-a, any person 

who is angry with an officer can file a 

complaint, which is nothing new. What is 

new is that that complaint can now be 

introduced against the officer whenever 

he or she gives sworn testimony. The abil-

ity to testify credibly is an essential part 

of  a police officer’s job. If  that testimony 

is now going to be discredited because of  

unrelated complaints or incidents, then 

that testimony will no longer have any 

effect. 

The recent anti-police laws that have 

been passed are disgraceful, and their 

detrimental effects will continue to be felt 

until they are repealed. There is room for 

improvement in any profession, but the 

idea that policing, as we know it, must be 

reinvented is not practical. 

No one would like to see force removed 

from our profession more than the police, 

but unfortunately, no one will ever be able 

to do that. The goal cannot be to destroy 

or defund the police. That will not stop 

criminal behavior; it will embolden it. 

The goal needs to be public education 

and individual compliance with well-

established laws. That is the only path we 

can take to avert the tragedies that cause 

so much chaos in our communities. Until 

our elected officials stop pandering and 

get off  their knees, this message will not 

be imparted, and our society will contin-

ue to collapse into chaos.

 

Brian Wells is president of  the Long Beach 

Police Benevolent Association. His photo 

does not appear here because he is still at 

work on the streets, and does not want his 

face to be known to potential perpetrators.

OPINIONS

Recent laws endanger the police and public

LETTERS FRAMEWORK by Christina Daly
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They have the Sound to themselves — Sea Cliff

controlling Black Americans. The 

assertion that he was “helping” these 

people is absurd to anyone who has 

studied him. Most past leaders are com-

plex and reflect the limitations of  their 

times and breeding. Almost none of  

them deserve personal tribute when 

viewed comprehensively.

Rubalsky then goes on to state that 

Black people are not being eliminated 

by police violence. Has he not heard of  

George Floyd? Botham Jean? Tamir 

Rice? Ahmaud Arburry? Breona Tay-

lor? Is he unaware that the police kill 

over a thousand unarmed people per 

year?  Is he unaware that the victims of  

such shootings are five times more like-

ly to be Black than white? The fact that 

criminals kill people also is not an 

excuse for  those acting under 

the authority of  a badge to com-

mit murder.

They are supposed to be profession-

als and keepers of  the peace. Why is 

holding police officers accountable for 

their actions any different from holding 

other professionals responsible for mal-

practice? This isn’t a “few bad apples,” 

as some people contend. The accep-

tance, cover-ups and encouragement by 

other officers indicate a systemic prob-

lem. Officers that have tried to report 

misconduct are ignored or forced out.  

That is more than an isolated problem.

 The culture within many police 

departments that excuses and protects 

such actions needs to change. I wonder, 

Mr. Rubalsky, if  it were not Black men 

but another historically persecuted 

minorities being targeted would you be 

so comfortable with this situation?

Finally, he adopts the racist trope of  

blaming the Black family unit for the 

“social woes” of  Black families as 

opposed to recognizing redlining, real 

estate steering, discriminatory banking 

policies, segregated school districting 

and national financial policies as con-

tributory factors.

I was around for the civil rights 

efforts in the 1960s. I now have grand-

children, and it is discouraging to see 

them inheriting a world that has super-

ficially improved but remains as hate-

based as ever.
CYNTHIA LOVECCHIO 

Glen Cove

New York is headed
in the right direction
To the Editor:

In New York state, we knew from the 

beginning that testing would be a key 

factor in controlling the novel coronavr-

ius. We ramped up testing immediately, 

and took a nation-leading role in devel-

oping the capacity to test as many New 

Yorkers as possible. Last Saturday I was 

O
fficers 

cannot 

be held to the 

impossible 

standard of trial 

by social media.

“

proud that we continued to raise the bar, 

and broke our record low infection rate 

once again.

That day’s numbers — especially the new 

low in hospitalizations — continued to 

reflect the progress we have made during 

this pandemic, but we will keep monitoring 

the data and the alarming increases in cases 

around the country. My message is the 

same: Stay “New York smart,” wash your 

hands, socially distance and wear masks.

Of  the 88,668 test results reported to 

New York state on Aug. 15, 734, or 0.83 per-

cent, were positive. Long Island’s positivi-

ty rate was .9 percent that day, and Nassau 

County reported just 51 new Covid-19 

cases. 

GOV. ANDREW CUOMO

BRIAN

WELLS
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T
he actions of  the four Minneapo-

lis police officers who caused the 

tragic death of  George Floyd on 

Memorial Day were barbaric and 

shameful, and go against everything we 

as a society stand for. The officers were 

rightfully fired and have been criminally 

charged. They will stand trial in the com-

ing months. 

In the wake of  

this disgraceful 

incident, anti-

police demonstra-

tions continue to 

spread across the 

United States and 

in Nassau County. 

As Americans, 

our First Amend-

ment right to 

peacefully assem-

ble is paramount 

— a right that I 

defended while 

serving for over two decades as a lieuten-

ant colonel in the United States military. 

While most of  these rallies have been 

peaceful and respectful, a handful have 

been marked by violence, vandalism and 

looting. 

The common call of  many protesters 

has been to defund the police depart-

ments of  this nation. As a veteran, an 

attorney and a Nassau County legislator, 

I believe that this is the most dangerous 

proposal that has come forth in recent 

months.

Defunding police would have only 

negative consequences for the public. 

Slashing funding to police 

departments would reduce 

the number of  police offi-

cers on our streets and 

could possibly lead to 

increased 911 response 

times. Overall, this could 

create a more dangerous 

Nassau County. No one 

wants a society filled with 

mayhem and lawlessness, 

nor a police force that 

doesn’t have the appropri-

ate manpower to keep law-

abiding citizens safe, but I 

worry that reducing funding for our law 

enforcement would bring about just that.

The recent push by a Manhattan 

assemblywoman to disarm peace officers 

throughout the state adds to this concern 

about increased lawlessness. The bill she 

proposed would eliminate the right to 

possess a firearm by officers who prevent 

cruelty to animals, parole officers, proba-

tion officers, bay constables, uniformed 

court officers, waterfront and airline 

investigators and arson investigators as 

well as court clerks, fire marshals and 

corrections officers. These peace officers 

are tasked with important law-enforce-

ment duties, many of  which are serious 

threats to the officers themselves. The 

bill is currently stalled, but could be 

revived in the future, add-

ing another worry for those 

who keep the peace.

Our police have made 

strides in building relation-

ships in every neighbor-

hood in Nassau County, and 

use community policing to 

keep neighborhoods safe. 

They have made Nassau 

one of  the safest large sub-

urban counties in the Unit-

ed States. There is always 

room for additional train-

ing and more resources to 

help police do an even better job. 

Reforms like refresher programs and 

body cameras could be implemented and 

prioritized, and would help ensure the 

safety of  all residents.

In New York City, Mayor Bill de Blasio 

has removed $1 billion from the Police 

Department under pressure from pro-

testers. The city’s police commissioner 

has disbanded the plain-clothes anti-

crime units that were instrumental in 

transforming New York from one of  the 

most dangerous cities to one of  the safest 

in the world. With an increase in homi-

cides and violent crime in New York, it is 

unjustifiable to disband these critical 

units. They must be reinstated.

Amid calls to defund the police, I 

joined Lynbrook Mayor Alan Beach, 

members of  the Lynbrook Police Depart-

ment, community leaders and residents 

to show support for the men and women 

who work tirelessly every day to keep 

our community safe. I urge residents 

across the county to hang a blue ribbon 

on your home to show that you support 

law enforcement and appreciate their 

service. Thank you to the Nassau County 

Police Department, the village and city 

police departments, and the many NYPD 

officers who live in Nassau County for 

the work you do every day.

George Floyd’s unforgivable death has 

rightfully placed an extremely few bad 

officers under a national microscope. 

Their actions do not represent the police 

as a whole. Police officers risk their lives 

every day to keep our families safe and 

protect our communities, businesses and 

properties. If  we defund them, we will be 

punishing the many for the actions of  a 

small few.

Nassau County Legislator Bill Gaylor rep-

resents the 6th District.

OPINIONS

Defunding the police isn’t the answer

T
he test of  a first-rate intelli-

gence is the ability to hold two 

opposed ideas in mind at the 

same time and still retain the 

ability to function.”

                                        — F. Scott Fitzgerald

Let us assume 

that we all have 

first-rate intelli-

gence. It’s a bit of  

a leap, because 

many Americans 

are wedged into a 

rigid binary belief  

set, either blue or 

red, either Trump 

or Biden, either 

liberal or conser-

vative, with no 

room for any give. 

However, real life 

is more nuanced than that, and an 

evolved brain can process seemingly con-

tradictory ideas.

Last week, the president announced a 

historic peace initiative between the 

United Arab Emirates and Israel. The 

plan, developed by Trump’s son-in-law, 

Jared Kushner, offers a promising oppor-

tunity to bring together Arab countries 

and Israel on a path toward peaceful co-

existence. 

The New York Times columnist Thom-

as Friedman wrote that the new peace 

plan is a “geopolitical earthquake.” The 

positive implications are huge; other Per-

sian Gulf  states may find it in their inter-

est to join the peace party. Friedman 

wrote, “There are really two coalitions in 

the region today — those who want to let 

the future bury the past and those who 

want the past to keep bury-

ing the future.”

Credit goes to Trump 

and Kushner for finding a 

golden moment in a trou-

bled hour. Experts will 

parse the details of  the 

agreement for years: Why 

was Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu ready 

to agree? How did his own 

political problems play a 

part? Why was the UAE at 

this particular tipping 

point? 

We cannot be naïve, but no matter 

where we are on the political spectrum, it 

seems appropriate to take a breath and 

feel thankful for a promise kept in Middle 

East negotiations. 

At the same time — and here is where 

we need to acknowledge the cognitive dis-

sonance in the air — the foreign policy 

success of  the moment does not mitigate 

the powerful case against Trump as a via-

ble candidate for re-election. It is some-

what like acknowledging that Richard 

Nixon was a skilled foreign policy negoti-

ator, and that he was also a crook. He had 

to go. 

Trump has a long and sordid history 

of  lies, self-serving policies, authoritari-

an micro-aggressions, alleged crimes and 

glaring incompetence.

Last week, as he was basking in the 

success of  the Middle East deal, he was 

busy trying to dismantle 

the United States Postal 

Service in an admitted 

effort to disenfranchise pro-

spective Democratic voters. 

He wants to reduce mail-in 

balloting in the belief  that 

he will do better if  fewer 

people get to exercise their 

right to vote. 

Trump is the master of  

bad-faith deals and self-

serving policies. He isn’t 

even trying to disguise his 

motives. His handpicked 

guy at the USPS is laying off  workers and 

decommissioning equipment just before 

the November election. 

When it comes to malfeasance in 

office, we citizens hardly know where to 

look first. From the early days of  the 

Trump administration, ordering the sep-

aration of  children from parents at the 

border, to the racist shout-outs after Char-

lottesville, to the evisceration of  vital 

government departments, to the replace-

ment of  competent civil servants with 

inexperienced hacks, the reign of  Trump 

has been a disaster.

Last week, Friedman praised the 

Trump Middle East initiative. But Fried-

man has written three and a half  years 

of  columns calling out Trump for his 

misdeeds and reprehensible behavior.

In February 2018, Friedman wrote of  

Russian interference in the 2016 election: 

“Our democracy is in serious danger . . . 

President Trump is either totally compro-

mised by the Russians or is a towering 

fool, or both, but either way he has shown 

himself  unwilling or unable to defend 

America against a Russian campaign to 

divide and undermine our democracy . . . 

This is code red. The biggest threat to the 

integrity of  our democracy today is in 

the Oval Office.”

Months ago, Friedman wrote about 

Trump’s response to the coronavirus pan-

demic, slamming his “flat-out stupid” 

defiance of  accepted health measures.

I use Friedman as an example because 

he isn’t a one-note song. He gave credit 

this week where credit was due. I agree 

that bringing together the UAE and Israel 

on a path moving forward is a political 

success. We are grateful and hope for 

more good news from the region.

At the same time, because we have 

nuanced brains and can process two 

ideas at once, we can understand how 

dangerous and uniquely unqualified this 

man is for the White House.

Copyright 2020 Randi Kreiss. Randi can be 

reached at randik3@aol.com.

Kudos for peace plan, but the prez still needs to go

RANDI  

KREISS

C
redit Trump 

and Kushner 

for finding a 

golden moment 

in a troubled 

hour. But . . .

BILL

GAYLOR

T
hey have 

made Nassau 

one of the safest 

large suburban 

counties in the 

United States.

“
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TEN NSPC DOCTORS NAMED  
TO 2020 CASTLE CONNOLLY  

NEW YORK METRO LIST

nspc.com | (844) NSPC-DOC 

In-Network with The Empire Plan (NYSHIP)

 Brian J. Snyder, M.D.
Pain & Parkinson’s Surgery

Jeffrey Brown, M.D. 
Neuropathic Facial Pain Surgery

 John Grant, M.D.
Pediatric Neurosurgery

John Pile-Spellman, M.D.
Endovascular Neuroradiology

Stephen T. Onesti, M.D.
Spine Surgery

Benjamin R. Cohen, M.D.
Spine Surgery

Jonathan Brisman, M.D.
Neurovascular & Brain Surgery

Vladimir Y. Dadashev, M.D.
Spine Surgery

Sundeep Mangla, M.D.
Endovascular Neuroradiology

Roger W. Kula, M.D.
Chiari Neurology

We are open and scheduling in-person  

appointments at a Long Island office near you
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Sponsor: Glen Harbor Holdings, LLC, 786 Walt Whitman Road, Melville, New York 11747
Condominium: The Residences at Glen Harbor Condominium, Shore Road, Glenwood Landing, New York 11547. Equal Housing Opportunity.The complete offering terms are in an Offering Plan available from the Sponsor.

File No. CD15-0234. Glen Harbor Holdings, LLC 786 Walt Whitman Road, Melville, NY 11747. All floor plans and renderings are artist’s conceptions and are not intended to be an actual depiction of walls, windows, walks, driveways, 
landscaping, patios or decks. All dimensions, plans and elevations are approximate and subject to normal construction variances and tolerances. All square footage calculations are based on exterior wall-to-wall dimensions.

Nestled along Hempstead Bay in Glenwood Landing,

an intimate oasis awaits. Come home to beautiful sunsets

and waterfront views in one of 48 luxury residences.

Enjoy modern amenities and Manhattan style luxury living

that will add a feeling of five star travel to your daily life.

LONG ISLAND WATERFRONT LIVING,

REIMAGINED.

AVAILABLE SPRING 2021

STARTING AT $1.9MM

2 FITNESS CENTERS POOLSIDE CLUBHOUSE INTERIOR SOCIAL ROOMDOORMAN VALET SERVICE

UNDERGROUND SECURE PARKING2/3 BEDROOM WATERFRONT LIVING OPEN FLOOR PLANS PRIVATE OUTDOOR SPACE

WWW.GLENHARBOR.COM
(516) 801–4944 | INFO@GLENHARBOR.COM
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