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New president, 
and for many,    
a sense of relief 
By JENNIFER CORR
jcorr@liherald.com

In the days after President 
Biden’s swearing-in on Jan. 20, 
many Glen Cove residents were 
saying they felt a 
weight lifted off  
their shoulders.

Asked for his 
thoughts on the 
national transition 
of  power, Nelson 
Melgar, a communi-
ty activist, said the 
only word that came 
to mind was “relief.” 

Allen Hudson III, 
Glen Cove High 
School’s assistant 
principal, used the 
s a m e  w o r d .  “ I 
thought it was reliev-
ing that Trump was 
no longer president 
and that Biden and 
[Vice President] Har-
ris were sworn in,” 
Hudson said.  “I 
thought it was a 
beautiful event. I 
think it’s . . . this 
country beginning to heal after 
four years of  having Trump in 
office.” 

Before he departed on Air 
Force One from Joint Base 
Andrews the morning of  the 

inauguration, soon-to-be former 
President Trump told Ameri-
cans, “I love you” and “Have a 
good life,” leaving behind a coun-
try ravaged by Covid-19, finan-
cially decimated and ideological-

ly divided, now in 
the hands of  Biden 
and Harris. 

“I thought Mr. 
Trump’s presidency 
was an immoral 
presidency on the 
ground of  moral 
issues,” said the Rev. 
Roger Williams, pas-
tor of  First Baptist 
Church of  Glen 
Cove, adding that he 
did not want his 
remarks to be con-
strued as partisan. 
“He  lacked  the 
depth that it takes 
for any man or 
woman, whether 
they’re a Republican 
or Democrat, to lead 
our nation.”

The next four 
years, Williams said, 

will hopefully be an opportunity 
for healing. 

The inauguration featured 
performances by Lady Gaga, 
Jennifer Lopez and Garth 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fighting ‘two pandemics,’ 
anti-Semitism and Covid 
HMTC honors its founder, Boris Chartan, at gala
By JENNIFER CORR
jcorr@liherald.com

The Holocaust Memorial and 
Tolerance Center of  Nassau 
County held a Virtual Gala Con-
cert on Tuesday evening, com-
plete with tears, touching 
remarks and songs performed by 
I s r a e l i  c a n t o r  a n d  “ L e s 
Misérables” star Dudu Fisher.

The event was one big thank-
you letter to Boris Chartan, a 
Holocaust survivor who founded 

the center in 1992. 
“This has been a year of  firsts 

and challenges,” said Andrea 
Bolender, the center’s board 
chair. “I’m proud to tell you that 
HMTC has been at the forefront 
of  weathering those firsts and 
climbing the mountains of  those 
challenges.” 

And on the eve of  National 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
those challenges were reflected 
on and stories of  triumph and 
perseverance shared. Even 

through there are challenges in 
passing the memories of  the 
Holocaust on to young people, 
and teaching those who see hate 
to stand up by being “up-stand-
ers,” Chartan’s mission has 
repeatedly come to fruition. 

“‘It will not be a dream’: The 
most appropriate words from the 
father of  modern Zionism, Theo-
dore Hertzl, aptly describe the 
feelings I have for the upcoming 

Christina Daly/Herald fie photo 

‘We Love Glen Cove’ shows the love
A new website personifies what makes Glen Cove so appealing, leading people to remain in the 
city their entire lives. See story, Page 10.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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I think a lot of 
the healing 

we need still 
remains, and 
relies on the 
responses 
of us who 
are everyday 
people.

THE REV. ROGER 
WILLIAMS 
Pastor, First Baptist 
Church of Glen Cove
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CAN’T MAKE THE LIVE WEBINAR? REGISTER AND YOU’LL RECEIVE THE RECORDING!

RICHNER
 PRODUCED BY

To sponsor a webinar or for more information contact Amy Amato at 
aamato@richnerlive.com or 516.569.4000 x 224

4 FE
B 10 - 11

AM         AM

FREE LIVE WEBINAR 

REGISTER @ LIHerald.com/PlanningAhead

2021 Estate and 
Medicaid Planning

Register to submit your questions for the panelists or ask them live during the webinar.

SPONSORED BY:

• Overview of a comprehensive estate plan
• How estate planning has evolved 
   with the COVID-19 pandemic
• Updates to the New York Power of Attorney
• Estate planning considerations for your family 
   and loved ones
• Tips to be sure you are prepared for the unexpected

• General medicaid eligibility for both homecare 
   and nursing homecare
• Updated income and resource criteria for eligibility
  for medicaid in 2021
• New rules governing asset transfers for homecare 
  medicaid eligibility in 2021
• Accessing home care and the Nursing Home Transition
  And Diversion Program

Tune in to learn about: 
ESTATE PLANNING, RESPONSES TO COVID-19:    MEDICAID PLANNING FOR AGING AND ILLNESS:

Skye Ostreicher
Herald Community

Newspapers 

MODERATOR PANELISTS

Frank G. D’Angelo, J.D. 
Family Care Connections, LLC

Topic: 2021 Medicaid 
Planning for Aging and Illness

Stephanie A. D’Angelo, Esq.
D’Angelo Law Associates, PC

Topic: Estate Planning, 
Responses to Covid-19

FAMILY CARE
CONNECTIONS, LLC

Your Trusts & Estates Attorney

D’Angelo Law 
Associates, PC
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Death of survivors makes mission even more important
concert event . . .,” Chartan said in pre-
recorded remarks. “For many years, I had 
a dream of  establishing a center in Nas-
sau County that would educate our chil-
dren and their children and their chil-
dren’s children, not only about the hor-
rors of  our history, but also about the 
need to live together in harmony so that 
in the future, no people would ever again 
suffer from the damage caused by racial 
and religious hatred and intolerance.” 

Chartan said he was honored to share 
the event with those who have made it 
possible to teach people to accept and cele-
brate one another’s differences. Support-
ers of  his mission worked tirelessly to 
bring the promise of  “never again” to life, 
he said. 

This mission is especially important 
given the rise of  hate and division, along 
with the passing of  Holocaust survivors, 
Chartan said, and the responsibility of  
remembrance now falls on a new genera-
tion. 

The night’s special guests included co-
hosts Dr. David Langer, chair of  the 

Department of  Neurosurgery at Lenox 
Hill Hospital in Manhattan, and Vice 
Chair Dr. John Boockvar, both of  whom 
star in the 2021 Netflix docu-series “Lenox 
Hill.” 

Another special guest, Dr. Katalin 
Karikó, senior vice president of  Bio-
NTech RNA Pharmaceuticals, was invit-
ed to introduce Langer. “She has been 
helping to save humanity,” said Keith 
Gustein, an HMTC board member. 
“Through her tireless efforts and pioneer-
ing analysis, Dr. Karikó’s research helped 
develop the Covid-19 vaccine that will 
help end this pandemic.” 

“Thirty-two years ago, when I started 
to work at the University of  Pennsylva-
nia, I met a bright young medical student, 
David Langer,” Karikó said. “He was curi-
ous. He wanted to know everything. He 
wanted to know everything that I knew, 
and he was really wanting to make real 
impact on patients’ life.” 

After Langer completed his residency 
in neurosurgery, Karikó said, they both 
worked tirelessly, shoulder to shoulder, in 
an effort to develop messenger RNA for 

the treatment of  strokes. “Fast-forward 30 
years and here we are, with two revolu-
tionary anti-Covid-19 vaccines based on 
[messenger RNA],” Karikó said.

Not expecting to see Karikó, Langer 
wiped away tears. “I hope that someday, 
when you win the Nobel Prize,” he told 
her, “I can do the same thing for you.” 

In his remarks, Langer said he had 
learned about the Holocaust by reading 
about it, and then he met his future wife, 
whose father was a 16-year-old in Berlin 
when his parents took him from their 
home in 1940. 

“His father was depressed — his busi-
ness was taken away from him in the 
Nuremburg Laws,” Langer said. “He 
moved his entire family . . . to New York 
City. He learned, in a year, the English 
language and then came back and fought 
as a GI, as a U.S. Army member.” 

Kathy Boockvar, the secretary of  the 
Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania and 
John Boockvar’s sister, spoke about her 
brother. Even with his busy schedule, he 
continues to support her, Kathy said, and 
helped her as she oversaw the Pennsylva-
nia election using a technique John calls 
“gritflowness,” combining grit, flow and 
mindfulness. He uses the technique to 
prepare for neurosurgery. 

Her brother wiped a tear away before 
telling his sister that it has been a plea-
sure supporting her and being a protec-
tive brother from a far. 

“My great-grandfather John Bailey, in 
the late 1800s, was one of  10 children in 
his family,” Boockvar said. “As my moth-
er tells the story, he was chosen as the 
smartest child of  the 10. John Bailey was 
chosen, and the other nine had to work at 
the butcher, but they worked so that John 
[could] go to Yale. Now, Jews in the late 
1800s did not go to Yale, but John started a 
tradition, and John Bailey became a doc-
tor.” 

Boockvar said that story set him on his 
own path to becoming a doctor, joining 
four generations of  physicians. Among 
his wife’s ancestors were Holocaust vic-
tims and survivors, including one who 
came to America at age 19, joined the U.S. 
Army and used his knowledge of  German 
language to help liberate concentration 
camps.

Israel Nitzan, the acting consul general 
at the Consulate General of  Israel in New 
York, said in a video message that he was 
honored to be part of  the virtual gala as 
the world faces two pandemics, the rise of  
anti-Semitism and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

He acknowledged the role of  Chartan, 
who has battled the “first pandemic,” 
along with Boockvar and Langer, who 
faced Covid-19, the “second pandemic,” on 
the front lines. 

Said Bolender, the center’s board chair: 
“The fact that we were able to honor the 
person fighting the pandemic of  anti-
Semitism and doctors that are doing neu-
rosurgery during a pandemic, it’s such a 
blessing for us.” 

Then event raised almost $100,000 for 
Holocaust education. 

Women coping with Breast Cancer 
can join Zoom support groups facilitat-
ed by the Adelphi New York State-
wide Breast Cancer Hotline and 
Support Program. Women 
will have the opportunity to 
meet with others in simi-
lar situations.

“Thank you for holding 
Zoom meetings (and again 
moderating) for the meta-
static group,” one partici-
pant said. “I cannot tell you 
how being a part of  this 
group (especially with all 
the Covid restrictions) 
has helped me to learn 
and continue to grow 
in my cancer journey.”

These groups are 
run by licensed social 
workers and are free. 
Registration is required.

Support group information and times

• Support for Women      
Recently Diagnosed

Mondays: 6 to 7:30 p.m. Call social 
work-er Adriana Valencia   
at (516) 877-4371.

• Support for Women   
Under 40, Wednesdays, every other  
 week: 7 to 8:30 p.m. Call social work-
er  Angela Papalia at (516) 877-4329.

• Support for Women with Stage4/

Metastatic Breast Cancer. Thursdays: 
6:30  to 8 p.m. Call social worker Lois 

Goetz  at (516) 877-4347.

• Support for Newly Diag-
nosed Latinas

Thursdays: 6 p.m. Call 
social worker   
Adriana Valencia at (516) 
877-4371.

• Cafecito-Support for 
Latinas with Breast Cancer. 

Meets twice a month. Call 
social worker Angela Papalia 

at (516) 877-4329.

• Art therapy work-
shops. Time and date to 
be decided.

These four-session 
art therapy workshops 

empower participants to 
express themselves using 

art. Workshops are facilitated by Papa-
lia, assistant director of  the Adelphi 
Breast Cancer program, and Kimberly 
Newman, the communications and 
marketing coordinator of  the Adelphi 
Breast Cancer Program.

For information on future work-
shops, call Papalia at (516) 877-4329.

Call the Adelphi Breast Cancer Hot-
line with any breast cancer concerns 
at at (800) 877-8077. 

“You are not alone.”

Breast Cancer support 
groups held on Zoom

Photos courtesy Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County 

BoriS Chartan, founder of the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau 
County, shared some pre-recorded remarks. 

Seeing dudu fiSher perform, which 
Chartan did live from Israel, fulfilled one of 
his dreams. 

continued from front page



By MIKE CONN
mconn@liherald.com

The day after the historic inauguration of  President 
Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris on Jan. 20, 
U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi, a Democrat from Glen Cove, held a 
press conference to discuss his feelings of  optimism 
toward the country’s next presidential administration. 
He was excited to see the inauguration go smoothly, he 
said, especially after the Capitol insurrection that had 
occurred only two weeks prior.

“We’ve gone from insurrection to impeachment to 
inauguration,” Suozzi said, “and it’s a brand new day 
here.”

Suozzi the first member of  the House of  Representa-
tives to publically endorse Biden when he announced his 
run for the Democratic Party nomination prior to the 2020 
election, said he is excited to see the new administration 
get underway. He is looking forward to Biden addressing 
five key issues toward the start of  his presidency: curbing 
the coronavirus pandemic, helping the country rebound 
from the pandemic’s economic effects, taking on climate 
change, addressing racial inequity and restoring people’s 
faith in the media and the government.

Biden’s commitment to bipartisanship was one of  the 
most encouraging things about the inauguration, Suozzi 
said. The president wants to unify the country to get 
things done, something which Suozzi said it very much 
needed.

State Sen. Jim Gaughran, a Democrat from Glen Cove, 
said the Biden administration did the best it could to rec-
reate a normal inauguration under irregular circum-
stances. He appreciated it, having attended the inaugura-
tion ceremonies of  former President Jimmy Carter, the 
first of  Bill Clinton’s and both of  Barack Obama’s. Addi-
tionally, he said he shed a tear seeing Harris take her 
oath of  office, as it represented an incredible step for-
ward in gender equality.

Gaughran said he was encouraged by Biden’s focus on 
bipartisanship. Unity is the most important thing to have 

to help the country get back on track, Gaughran said. 
“Biden’s years and years and years of  experience as a 

senator, not just his relationships and understanding of  
the process, but also his willingness to work on a biparti-
san level, I think is going to be tremendous,” Gaughran 
said.

Both Suozzi and Gaughran said they are optimistic 
that New York will benefit greatly under the Biden 
administration. The state has been paying the federal 
government more than it gets back, something which 
they expect will change in the near future. This, both 

said, should help the state’s economy rebound from the 
pandemic.

Assemblyman Michael Montesano, a Republican from 
Glen Head, said he was glad to see the inauguration went 
by without any violence. Nonetheless, he said tempers 
are hot right now and that federal government agencies 
need to listen to people’s needs.

As the country moves into a new administration, 
Montesano said he is most concerned about the economy, 
especially the nation’s reliance on China for its medical 
goods. However, he said he too feels that people need to go 
in the same direction even though they have different 
opinions.

“I’m trying to be optimistic about where we are going 
to go,” Montesano said. “I always say, a president or gover-
nor is only as good as his legislators. Biden has an ambi-
tious agenda. Time will tell if  he can implement these 
things.”

Assemblyman Charles Lavine, a Democrat from Glen 
Cove, said he felt a great sense of  pride in the nation and 
in Biden during the inauguration, especially considering 
the insurrection that had occurred only two weeks before-
hand. This, he said, made it even more meaningful.

Lavine said he is very confident that a Biden adminis-
tration is in the best interest of  all Americans. The presi-
dent is someone who values institutions and government 
programs, which focus on benefiting the population at 
large, Lavine said, something which was not the focus 
during former President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion. He also said president’s choices in cabinet members 
and agency leaders have instilled confidence in him.  

“Every single person he has appointed to head our 
agencies and every person he has appointed to be in his 
cabinet is a person with true governmental experience,” 
Lavine said, “and each of  these individuals are people 
who are dedicated in preserving and protecting the agen-
cies that they will head, the departments that they will 
head and the American people.”

 Laura Lane and Jennifer Corr contributed to this story 

N.S. officials share their hopes for Biden presidency

Courtesy Office of U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi

U.S. REP. TOM Suozzi, right, said he was very encouraged 
by President Joe Biden’s inauguration and is excited to 
see where the new administration takes the country.

Arrests
 ■ On Jan. 18, a 59-year-old Glen Head 

male was arrested for having ability 
impaired by drugs and leaving the scene 
of  an accident on Glen Street.

 ■ On Jan. 20, a 27-year-old Glen Cove 
male was arrested for aggravated unli-
censed operation in the second degree 
(two counts), operating a motor vehicle 
by an unlicensed driver and other vehi-
cle and traffic law violations on Landing 

Road.

 ■ On Jan. 21, a 21-year-old Glen Cove 
male was arrested for menacing in the 
second degree, criminal possession of  a 
weapon in the fourth degree and endan-
gering the welfare of  a child on Miller 
Street.

 ■ On Jan. 23, a 26-year-old Glen Cove 
male was arrested for criminal posses-
sion of  a controlled substance in the 
seventh degree on Red Spring Lane.

 ■ On Jan. 23, a 20-year-old Brentwood 
male was arrested for criminal posses-
sion of  a controlled substance in the 
seventh degree, unlawful possession of  
marihuana in the second degree, operat-
ing a motor vehicle by an unlicensed 
driver and other vehicle and traffic law 
violations on North Lane.

 ■ On Jan. 23, a 46-year-old Glen Cove 
male was arrested for aggravated family 
offense (two counts), criminal contempt 
in the first degree (two counts), and 

harassment in the second degree on 
Carney Street.

CRIME WATCH

People named in Crime Watch items as 
having been arrested and charged with 
violations or crimes are only suspected of  
committing those acts of  which they are 
accused. They are all presumed to be 
innocent of  those charges until and 
unless found guilty in a court of  law. 
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Good Shabbos, Long Island!

Friday Jan 29 
Candle lighting 4:51

Torah reading: Beshalach
Shabbos ends 6:01

TheJewishStar.com

Read about the Torah portion every week in The Jewish Star…
along with professionally curated news and opinion from
Israel, across America and around the world. No fake news.

LI’s BEST Jewish newspaper • KOSHER & FAT FREE
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HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com

■   E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com

■   EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942

■   ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460

■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: sales@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 for 1 year within Nassau County, $60 for 1 year out of Nassau County or by qualified 
request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2021 Richner Communications, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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By JENNIFER CORR
jcorr@liherald.com

It was a celebration on Tuesday complete with decora-
tions and snacks as 117 staff  and residents at The Regen-
cy at Glen Cove Assisted Living received the first dose of  
their Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 Vaccine through an on-
site CVS clinic. 

“It’s just a great feeling,” said The Regency at Glen 
Cove Assisted Living Administrator Beth Evans, who 
also received her vaccine Jan. 26. “We’re very excited 
with this privilege to be able to do everything here and 
everything is set up, we have rainbows everywhere, bal-
loons and snacks and flags and buttons for everybody. 
We’re treating the staff  to lunch.” 

The clinic comes after a Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announcement on Dec. 21 that a federal program to vac-
cinate nursing home residents would begin at 618 facili-
ties across the state enrolled in the program. CVS will 
vaccinate 271 facilities. Walgreens will vaccinate 253 
facilities and other pharmacies will vaccinate 94 facili-
ties. The program, as of  late December, was expected to 
take six weeks including three “clinical days” at each 
facility. 

There were be clinics at The Regency at Glen Cove on 
Feb. 16 and March 9 following Tuesday’s clinic. The 
majority of  the residents and staff  are on board with get-
ting their vaccines, Evans said, including resident Fran-
ces Blatchly, who said she felt fine after receiving her 
first shot. 

“I was a little scared because I have allergies, but we 
followed directions and everything and I feel fine,” 
Blatchly said. “I hope everyone in the facility comes and 
get their shot.” 

She was thrilled when Community Relations Liaison 
Amy Eisenburg notified her that she would be able to 

come downstairs for dinner the following day. “Oh, goody, 
goody,” Blatchly said. “We have a wonderful staff  here. 
They’re really encouraging and they are going to throw 
us a big party with steaks.” 

In-person activities, with masks and social distance in 
use, will also resume. Evans said she is looking forward 
to the day that these residents will get to enjoy their life 

to the fullest again instead of  having to be isolated in 
their room to prevent getting Covid-19. 

“We’re a big family here and the residents are our 
families,” Evans said. “We want what’s best for them.” 

When Blatchly’s daughter, Jillian Abbatangelo, found 
out her mother received her first dose, all she could say 
is, “yay.” 

Abbatangelo, a school librarian, also received her first 
dose, along with other members of  her family who are in 
health care. She will receive her second around Feb. 14, 
calling it her “Valentines Day gift.” 

When Abbatangelo and her mother receive the second 
dose, she is hoping to be able to hug her mother, who she 
has only been able to see behind glass or a screen. “I have 
not been able to hug my mother since March 11, 2020” 
she said. “That’s a long time.” 

“It was really difficult,” Blatchly said of  her months 
of  isolation. “We’ve been pretty much in lockdown since 
March and that’s a long time. But, we have a wonderful 
recreation staff. They come by everyday and ask ‘do you 
want to play cards? Do you want this? Do you want that?’ 
So I’ve been coloring and doing word searches. I read a 
lot.”

Getting her first dose, Blatchly said, feels like the 
beginning towards the path to normalcy. She will get her 
second dose on Feb. 16. 

Starting Jan. 27, Evans explained that residents would 
be able to have limited visits with their family again, as 
long as there are no positive cases in the facility. The visi-
tations will happen in a designated area and both parties 
must social distance. 

“As far as opening for regular visits as we’ve done in 
the past, we have to really wait for the Department of  
Health and an executive order to make that decision,” 
Evans said, adding that a beginning to the end of  this 
pandemic is “what we’re praying for.”

Regency at Glen Cove staff and residents get their vaccines

Christina Daly/Herald

THERESA WALSH OF CVS Pharmacy prepares to adminis-
ter a Covid-19 vaccine. 
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CELEBRATING 
OVER 25 

CELEBRATING 
OVER 25 

YEARS OF 
EXCELLENCE IN CARE 

 OF EXCELLENCE 
IN CARE 

OVER YEARS

   516-674-3007 

For More Information, e-mail:  
Amy@RegencyGlencove.com

LIVE SAFELY 
at The Regency!

STAY FOR 
3 MONTHS & 

GET 
VACCINATED!

Move in prior to 2/10/21 and 
get your vaccines 

on 2/16 & 3/9
at our scheduled 

clinic dates.Beautiful Accommodations

Delicious Meals

Daily Recreational Activities

94 School Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542                  TheRegencyAtGlenCove.com  
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Thursday, Jan. 28
 
ESL Beginner, Intermediate class 
Virtual classes from the Locust Valley 
Library. Learn basic English for everyday 
situations and improve listening skills. 
The intermediate class will take place 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. and the begin-
ner class will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
For more information, call                   
(516) 671-1837.

 
Friday, Jan. 29
‘Tenet’ afternoon movie showing 
Gold Coast Public Library, 50 Railroad 
Ave., Glen Head, in the Library Annex 
Room A at 2 p.m. In the 2020 movie 
“Tenet,” John David Washington, armed 
with only one word, “Tenet,” fights for 
the survival of the entire world and 
journeys through a world of internation-
al espionage on a mission that will 
unfold in something beyond real time. 
The movie’s runtime is 150 minutes 
and social distancing protocols will be 
enforced during the showing of the 
movie. Masks must be worn. Register in 
advance to reserve a seat at 
www.goldcoastpubliclibrary.org. For 
more information, call 
(516) 759-8300.

Student loan debt forgiveness  
Virtual seminar at 7 p.m. Promoted by 
the Glen Cove Public Library, the 
National Student Debt Forgiveness pro-
gram, which helps people effortlessly 
solve their Federal Student Loan debt 
issues, is offering free workshops. To 
register, visit www.glencovelibrary.org. 
For more information, call
(516) 676-2130.

Saturday, Jan. 30
GC baseball, softball registration 
Village Square, 100 Village Square at 
Bridge Street, Glen Cove, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Register in person for the 
Glen Cove Baseball Softball Association 
Spring 2021 season for children from 
pre-K to ninth grade as they prepare for 
the spring sports season. For more 
information, email gcbaseballandsoft-

ball@gmail.com or visit www.glencove-
baseballandsoftball.leagueapps.com.
 
Indoor winter market 
Village Square, 100 Village Square at 
Bridge Street, Glen Cove. Farmers mar-
ket from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Sea 
Cliff/Glen Cove Winter Market offers a 
selection of locally grown vegetables, 
eggs, along with fresh baked bread, 
sweets, honey and other goods. Most 
products grown or produced on or near 
Long Island. Following Covid-19 guide-
lines. For more information, call (516) 
318-5487.

Sunday, Jan. 31
Knit blanket workshop 
Not Just Art, 183 South St., Oyster Bay. 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Learn to make a 
chunky style hand knit blanket in a 

small group workshop. This workship 
includes all materials and instruction 
and everyone leaves with a completed 
throw blanket. Private workshops are 
also available. Marks are required. 
Admission is $65. Sign up in advance, 
as space is limited. For more informa-
tion, contact (516) 922-8300.

Monday, Feb. 1
‘Random Acts of Kindness Bingo’ 
Locust Valley Library, 170 Buckram 
Road, Locust Valley. Earn five hours of 
community service credit and get a 
special prize by participating in the 
“Random Acts of Kindness Bingo” 
game. Starting Feb.1, pick up a bingo 
card from the library (it can also be 
emailed), complete five acts of kind-
ness and write a list of the acts com-
pleted. Return the bingo card and the 

written list to the library by Feb. 14 to 
get a certificate of completion and Val-
entine’s Day gift. For children in grades 
6 through 12. For more information, 
visit www.locustvalleylibrary.org or call 
(516) 671-1837.  

Tuesday, Feb. 2
 
Yoga and meditation in Great Hall  
Planting Fields Arboretum, 1395 Plant-
ing Fields Road, Oyster Bay from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Warm up the mind, body 
and spirit this winter season. There will 
be a yoga and meditation session in 
the historic Great Hall, led by instruc-
tors from Oyster Bay/Glen Cove Yoga. 
Masks are required during the session 
and mats and other equiptment will be 
stationed six feet apart. Screening 
questions will be asked upon arrival. 
Cost is $10 to $18. For more informa-

tion, call (516) 922-9210 or visit 
www.plantingfields.org.

Wednesday, Feb. 3
A 1937 issue of ‘Der Sturmer’ 
Virtual event from 12 to 1 p.m. The 
Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center 
of Nassau County presents a virtual 
Curator’s Corner on Zoom. HMTC’s 
Museum and Programming Director, Dr. 
Thorin Tritter, will explore a 1937 issue 
of the pro-Nazi German newspaper, 
“Del Sturmer,” that is included in the 
HTMC gallery. Learn about the publish-
er, Julius Streicher, who rallied support 
to the Nazi Party, but was seen as too 
salacious and incendiary by many of 
the leaders of the Nazi Party. To register 
for the virtual event, visit www.hmtcli.
org. For more information, call (516) 
571-8040.  

Thursday, Feb. 4
‘Public Speaking 101’ 
Virtual workshop at 7 p.m. for children 
in grades seven and up. Learn public 
speaking techniques through games 
and earn two hours of community 
service. To register, visit 
www.glencovelibrary.org. For more infor-
mation, call (516) 676-2130.

Wilfredor via Wikimedia Commons

‘The Rich Diversity of African Art’
Virtual event on Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. Join the Glen Cove Public Library for a virtual program featuring 
Hofstra University Museum of Art’s acting Museum Director Karen T. Albert, who will explore works 
of African art from the museum’s collection. To register, visit www.glencovelibrary.org or call 
(516) 759-8300. 

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY UPDATE

HAVING  
AN EVENT?

Items on the Community 
Update pages are listed 

free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of 
upcoming events, 

community meetings and 
items of public interest. 
All submissions should 
include date, time and 

location of the event, cost, 
and a contact name and 

phone number. Submissions 
can be emailed to 
jcorr@liherald.com

l

l

l

l

l

Mockingbird Wings and Not Just Art team up in knit blanket workshop Jan. 31. 
Deasy Elementary School PTA meeting on Feb. 2 at 7 p.m. 
Glen Cove Public Library can print documents sent via email. Call (516) 676-2130.
Oyster Bay Youth Ice Hockey Program Session 2 will begin Feb. 6.
Sea Cliff is collaborating with Nassau County in Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
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*Prices, taxes and availability subject to change without notice. The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsors. 
File No. CD16-0218, CD16-0219, CD16-0342, CD16-0343, CD16-0348  and CD17-0106. †Actual onsite photos. Equal housing opportunity.

1427 Old Country Road, Plainview, NY 11803
BeechwoodHomes.com | 516.619.8135

Picture Yourself Here
Next Summer

The Clubhouse†

MOVE-IN READY HOMES IN PLAINVIEW

It’s more than a home, it’s a lifestyle.
Year-round, resort-style living in Nassau County.

Country Pointe Plainview is an extraordinary community of exquisite brand new homes and exceptional 
amenities unmatched anywhere else in New York.  Offering impeccable designs, superior construction

and zero maintenance — you’ll effortlessly fuel an unparalleled, more rewarding life every single day.

Priced from the upper $600,000’s*  |  Condominium suites, villas & townhomes
Walking distance to Country Pointe Plainview Shops  |  29,000+ sq.ft. clubhouse

Two outdoor heated pools  |  Fitness center  |  Bocce & Tennis courts  |  Concierge service 
Adjoining over 50 acres of park, the Greenbelt and walking trails  

Call now, limited townhomes and villas remaining  |  55+ resort-style community
Open 7 days a week for in person or virtual appointments
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By ANDREW GARCIA
agarcia@liherald.com

At press time Monday, the distribu-
tion of  vaccines to those over 65 years 
old continued in New York state. 
Despite the slowly unraveling process, 
most appointments to receive a shot 
will  eventually need to be made 
through various government-run web-
sites. 

It’s no secret: Appointments for the 
coming weeks are booked. New York 
receives roughly 250,000 doses of  the 
vaccine every week from the federal 
government, a portion of  which is allo-
cated to Nassau County. More than 
55,000 vaccinations have been adminis-
tered in the county, which has more 
than 1.3 million residents. 

Still, it can be helpful to know what 
to expect when navigating the unfamil-
iar — and sometimes dysfunctional — 
websites. To eventually receive the vac-
cine, an appointment is required. A 
vaccine will not be given without an 
appointment.  

In addition to those over 65, eligible 
groups include doctors, nurses and 
health care workers, first responders, 
teachers and public transit, grocery 
store and public safety workers. Eligi-
bility will open to more residents in the 
coming weeks and months.

The New York state website, www.
covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov, features 
an “Am I Eligible” app, which can be 
used by residents to check their eligibil-
ity before making an appointment. 

Also available is a list of  all state-run 
vaccination sites in New York. Nassau 
County is home to one at Jones Beach, 
although like all other sites, no appoint-
ments are currently available. There 
are 11 other sites shown, all with limit-
ed availability. 

Nassau County has also established 
its own website for vaccine informa-
tion, www.nassaucountyny.gov/vaccine. 
Several more county-run sites are 
shown, including Nassau Community 
College in Garden City, the Yes We Can 
Community Center in Westbury and 
Nassau University Medical Center in 
East Meadow, as well as five others. 
Appointments are limited here, too. 

Appointments for all sites will con-
tinue to open as eligibility require-
ments expand and more vaccines are 
delivered to the state. All vaccines 
received by officials are required to be 
used, according to federal guidelines. 

Residents will need to be diligent in 
making appointments once it’s their 
turn. Problems have been reported 
about the New York state website, 
including it being inundated with 
heavy traffic, according to Nassau 
County officials. Appointments across 
the state were also canceled because of  
low vaccine supply, according to The 
New York Times. 

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, coun-
ty officials operated a pop-up vaccine 
site at Union Baptist Church in Hemp-
stead. Roughly 150 vaccination shots 
were given to pre-selected community 
members over age 65. Similar pop-up 

sites are likely to appear. 
“Once we get adequate vaccine sup-

ply from the federal government, Nas-
sau County is committed to an equita-
ble distribution of  the Covid-19 vac-
cine,” Executive Laura Curran said in a 
statement. “As part of  our efforts, the 
county is working closely with trusted 
messengers to build confidence in an 
equitable process, and with established 
partners to directly increase access in 
the communities hardest hit by the pan-
demic. The county will continue to vac-
cinate as many residents as we can 
across all communities so we can defin-
itively win this war, get our lives back 
and get our economy roaring.”

The Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccines, which are being used in the 
county, require two doses. The state site 
should automatically schedule your sec-
ond appointment, while county officials 
will reach out to residents who received 
their first doses at a county-run site. 

Here’s how to sign up for your vaccine

Courtesy New York state website

ON thE NEW York state-run vaccination website, www.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov, a list 
of available state-run sites is shown. There is limited availability, but appointments will 
open to those eligible as more vaccines are delivered to the state.

Courtesy Nassau County

A NAssAu COuNty 
resident was 
vaccinated at Union 
Baptist Church in 
Hempstead on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 
Officials opened the 
pop-up site to 
administer more than 
100 vaccine doses to 
those over 65.

NAssAu COuNty’s 
WEBsItE also lists 
sites run by the county, 
including the Yes We 
Can Community Center 
in Westbury.

Courtesy Nassau County
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NSPC is proud to announce that all of our world-class physicians  
are now in-network, participating providers with the New York State  

Health Insurance Program (NYSHIP). We’re available for expert 
treatment of all brain and spine conditions.

nspc.com | (844) NSPC-DOC 
In-Network with The Empire Plan (NYSHIP)

WE’VE GOT  
YOU COVERED

Scan with your mobile 
device to schedule  
an appointment

11
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10 Local reaction: time to focus on healing
Brooks and a reading by National Youth 
Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman. “I think 
it was well put together,” Hudson said. “I 
think they purposely chose people of  var-
ious diverse backgrounds to represent the 
United States as we are, a country, a melt-
ing pot, of  all races and creeds. It was a 
sigh of  relief  to know that it was peace-
ful.” 

John Maccarone, of  the Glen Cove 
Republican Club, said he, too, was happy 
to see a peaceful transition of  power. “We 
live in a deeply divided country,” Macca-
rone said. “There’s no getting around that 
President Trump had [over 74 million] 
votes, more votes than any other Republi-
can has ever got. The people who voted for 
him are looking to see what Biden’s going 
to do, and they have to be reckoned with 
in their needs and their concerns. Every-
body should be addressed, and President 
Biden is going to have some tough deci-
sions on a lot of  tough things.” 

Hudson said he would like to see the 
country move forward, continue on its 
journey toward true equality and reclaim 
its role as a superpower, because, Hudson 

said, he has friends in other countries 
who have been “shocked” by what the U.S. 
has become over the past four years.  

“I think that much of  the healing we 
need is outside the purview of  the presi-
dency,” Williams said. “I think a lot of  the 
healing we need still remains, and relies 
on the responses of  us who are everyday 
people, who engage each other in our 
communities. We just need to understand 
that there are some things that a presi-
dent is unable to do — it has to be on us.” 

With respect to the North Shore, Mel-
gar said, conversations about national 
politics, which in the past would occur 
only once in a while, have become a daily 
occurrence. “I genuinely believe that we 
are exhausted,” he said. 

And while attaining unity is an impor-
tant goal, Melgar said, for now he would 
like to see Biden work to bring an end to 
the coronavirus pandemic. As someone 
who has experienced grief, Biden should 
understand very well what the people of  
this country have faced over the past year, 
Melgar added. 

Courtesy Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff via Wikimedia Commons 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH BIDEN Jr. addressed the nation at his inauguration. 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

By JENNIFER CORR
jcorr@liherald.com

Glen Cove is a vast community, with 
museums, businesses, parks and other 
facilities, along with plenty of  oppor-
tunities to volunteer, get involved and 
come together, virtually or in-person, 
with fellow residents. Now much of  
what makes Glen Cove the city so 
appealing that people remain their 
entire lives can be found on a website, 
www.WeLoveGlenCove.com.

“I was very impressed with Glen 
Cove, the history, the destinations and 
facilities,” Bob Lipp, the website’s co-
creator, said. “I felt, why not put 
together a website where we can kind 
of  accentuate the positives, the people, 
the places, the things that really make 
Glen Cove special?” 

Lipp collaborated with for mer 
Mayor Reggie Spinello. Lipp met Spi-
nello during his involvement with the 
Glen Cove 350 Committee. During 
Lipp’s time volunteering, he got to 
know Spinello, he said, and decided to 
use the opportunity to do something 
special for the community. 

Spinello, who has lived in Glen Cove 
his whole life, has been a great help in 
building the website and its content, 
Lipp said. He added that Spinello’s 
ultimate goal was to unify the commu-
nity and reach out to residents. 

There is a great deal that can be 
found on the website, which was 
launched on Jan. 12. There are short 
stories about facilities, such as the 
Glen Cove Public Library, Cove Ani-

mal Shelter, the North Shore Histori-
cal Museum, the Howard Davis Jr. 
Glen Cove Boxing Club and the Holo-
caust Memorial and Tolerance Center 
of  Nassau Count. Additionally, resi-
dents that people know, like Jeanine 
DiMenna of  the View Grill, Carolyn 
Wilson, the former deputy mayor and 
Glen Cove Senior Center Advocate 
Shirley Pickney, can be found. 

“The ‘We Love Glen Cove’ website 
was created to provide Glen Cove resi-
dents with short stories and other 
information about the people, facili-
ties, organizations and businesses that 
call Glen Cove home,” Spinello wrote 
in a news release. “Glen Cove is a spe-
cial place to live and work and we felt 
that more people needed to know 
about that.” 

Amy Driscoll, the director of  the 
North Shore Historical Museum, said 
she was delighted to be included on 
the website.

“I think it’s nice to have something so 
positive out there that highlights so 
many aspects of  the community,” she 
said. “I thought, ‘Wow, these are just 
really accomplished people who are so 
committed to their community.’ It’s good 
for everyone to see that, particularly 
now, [when] sometimes things are really 
difficult and you just see the bad.” 

With the pandemic and financial 
issues facing the city, it was Lipp’s 
hope that people would realize, as they 
browsed the website and read about 
Glen Cove’s fascinating history, that 
the city offers much. One of  the goals 
is for residents to feel a sense of  pride 

in their city. 
“There’s the history, sprinkled with 

facilities for seniors, stories for kids, 
some of  the interesting restaurants, 
business people,” Lipp said. “I think 
what we really need to do, and Reggie 
Spinello thought of  a lot of  this, is to 
appreciate some of  the wonderful 
things we have because we do not want 
to lose them.” 

And with big changes coming to the 
city with the introduction of  RXR 
Realty’s Garvies Point development 
and the newly established Village 
Square, with its plaza becoming the 
city’s new hub for events, it is impor-
tant to welcome the influx of  new resi-
dents, while reflecting on the city’s 
vast history and what it has become 
today. 

“You look at all that and of  course 
what’s happening on the waterfront 
now and you look at the downtown, you 
begin to get a flavor of  the whole com-
munity that over 100 years so much of  
it remains,” Lipp said. “Harbor Man-
sion is amid so many types of  man-
sions that remained from the Pratt era, 
[which] we call the Gatsby era.” 

For example, the Welwyn Preserve, 
was a 204-acre parcel given to Harriet 
and Harold Pratt as a wedding gift in 
the early 1900s. The garden, now the 
HMTC’s Children’s Memorial Garden, 
dedicated to the young victims and 
survivors of  the Holocaust, was origi-
nally laid out in 1910 for Harriet 
Pratt’s garden. In 1975, the property 
was bequeathed to Nassau County, and 
today the HMTC is dedicated to pre-

venting the wrongs of  the past from 
happening once again. 

“It speaks so much to the diversity 
of  Glen Cove, to the social inclusion 
that a lot of  people have living here 
and on a larger scale, it speaks to the 
lessons we should never forget and the 
lessons of  unity and tolerance,” Lipp 
said. “And here it is, right here in Glen 
Cove.” 

Not too far away, DiMenna, of  the 
View Grill, can be found at a much- 
loved restaurant with its famous 
waterfront and golf  course view. Her 
story can also be found on the website.

“She’s a lifetime resident, is beloved 
in Glen Cove, but we really wanted to 
create a story,” Lipp said. “It was 
about her special connection to the 
town, and what we found out was that 
when she was 14 years old, she was 
actually asked to wash dishes at a res-
taurant. That restaurant was or is 
located in the same exact spot where 
she currently owns the restaurant the 
View Grill. The location is the same 
but the name is different.” 

Driscoll said she would not have 
known DiMenna’s story, along with the 
stories of  other people and facilities if  
it had not been for the website. “It just 
gives you more appreciation of  the 
people you see regularly,” Driscoll 
said. 

Visit the “We Love Glen Cove” web-
site at www.WeLoveGlenCove.com. For 
more questions or to submit an idea, a 
“contact us” page can be found on the 
website.

Lipp and Spinello create website for the city



Inside LI to host cutting expenses webinar
As the pandemic continues, the economic state of  the country 

remains in disarray as many businesses close and many people lose 
their jobs. Numerous Long Islanders are struggling financially and 
have been left wondering how they will ever save money again. 

Herald Inside LI will host a free Zoom webinar at 7 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Jan. 28, titled, “Cutting Expenses,” to provide Long Islanders 
with information and advice about how they can reduce expenses 
and save money this year. 

Herald Inside LI is a weekly webinar series. To register for Cut-
ting Expenses webinar or to view a recording of  a past webinar, visit 
liherald.com/insideli.

–Nicole Alcindor

Courtesy Herald Inside Long Island

You can sign up for the webinar at liherald.com/insideli.

 Nassau County property owners will have an 
extra 60 days to file their property-tax grievances 
because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
County Executive Laura Curran announced last 
week.
 The grievance period will extend from March 1 
through April 30. 
 “With many residents still struggling from the 
devastating repercussions of the Covid-19 pan-
demic … this will provide additional breathing 
room for those who want to fight their property 
assessment,” Curran said. “I will continue to pro-
tect the rights of homeowners and do everything 
I can to ease tax burdens whenever and wherever 
possible. I encourage homeowners to consider 
the possible benefits of the grievance procedure.”
   Tentative assessed property values for the 
2022-23 roll for every property in the county 
have been finalized and are being mailed out 
currently. Notices of tentative assessment are 
also posted online at mynassauproperty.com.  
  Homeowners who believe their assessed val-
ues for the 2022-23 assessment roll are inaccu-
rate can file an Application for Correction of 
Assessment with county’s Assessment Review 
Commission before the close of the grievance-fil-
ing period.
 Because of the instability of Nassau’s real 

estate market caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and the continued economic hardships that 
homeowners and businesses face, Curran said 
she has paused property valuation updates for 
the 2022-23 assessment roll. Thus, unless a 
homeowner has since received a correction of 
error, an assessment reduction or physically 
altered an improvement, the notice of tentative 
assessment should reflect the same property 
assessment as the previous year’s roll, which, the 
county executive said, is intended to protect 
against updates based on the current chaotic 
real estate market.
 Homeowners can find the calendar of virtual 
legislative meetings online at www.nassaucoun-
tyny.gov/arc and file their grievances on this site 
on their own. There is no fee to file an Application 
for Correction of Assessment with the county. 
 For people without internet access, the appli-
cation can be obtained in person at the 
Assessment Review Commission, 240 Old 
Country Road in Mineola, or by calling the ARC at 
(516) 571-3214. Property owners are encour-
aged to check ARC’s website for up-to-date infor-
mation.

–Scott Brinton

Tax grievance period extended
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY KNOW HOW

Get a $50 rebate with a new 
eligible ENERGY STAR®

appliance.

ENERGY STAR® certifi ed clothes 
dryers use 20% less energy?*

DID YOU KNOW...

TO SAVE...HOW

For more energy saving know how: PSEGLINY.com/SaveMoney

ENERGY EFFICIENCY KNOW HOW

Get a $50 rebate with a new 
eligible ENERGY STAR
appliance.

ENERGY STAR
dryers use 20% less energy?*

DID YOU KNOW...

TO SAVE...HOW

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

Get a $50 rebate with a new 
eligible 
appliance.

ENERGY STAR
dryers use 20% less energy?*

DID YOU

HOW

For more energy saving know how: PSEGLINY.com/SaveMoney*Source: energystar.gov/products

*Source: energystar.gov/products 11
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By JENNIFER CORR
jcorr@liherald.com

Dorothy Tota, who would have turned 100 on 
Feb. 21, was known for her humble nature, 
despite being a world traveler and the first 
female supervisor at Cartier Jewelers in Manhat-
tan. Many remember Tota, also known as Dotty, 
as a “class act.” 

Tota, 99, who resided at The Regency at Glen 
Cove died on Jan. 1. 

“She was quite a woman,” said her nephew 
Bruce Castellano. “She was a petite woman with 
a very modest air to her. But she was still a pow-
erhouse.” 

Tota was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. to Benedetto 
and Rosa Tota on Feb. 21, 1921. She was raised in 
Brooklyn, but visited Locust Valley often as her 
parents built a summer home there in 1928. 

“My grandparents were very progressive and 
they had four daughters,” said Castellano, who 
lives in Sea Cliff. “They insisted that they all 
went to college, they all went to school. It was 
back at a time when women just didn’t. My mom 
[Marie Castellano] went on to get her master’s 
degree in foreign language, French and Italian. 
My Aunt Dotty went on to business college and 
yes, she was a supervisor at Cartier Jewelers.” 

Her entire professional career was spent at 
the Cartier Jewelers on Fifth Avenue in New 
York. Hired in 1945 at the age of  24 as a sales 
associate, she was quickly promoted to supervi-
sor of  the Fine Jewelry Department, a position 
she held until 1986. “It was very fascinating,” 
Castellano said. “Very quickly in her twenties 
she became a supervisor because she was very 
smart, very assertive and had an excellent 
appearance on the floor.”  

Those who knew Tota say that she was modest 
about her success, but she would tell stories 
about the Cartier clientele, some of  whom were 
celebrities, in a way that was respectful of  the 
client as well as the merchandise they pur-
chased. 

“She not only talked about it but she got my 
brother [the late Denis Castellano] and me a sum-
mer job there when we were in college,” Castella-
no said. “In the 60s and 70s, my brother was older 
then I and she got us jobs as valets. You got finger 
printed and you got bonded and basically you 
carried treys of  incredible jewelry around all 
day from one department to another.” 

Castellano recalls many subway trips consist-
ing of  lively conversation with her from their 
homes in Brooklyn to Cartier. “Her house and 
mine where I grew up were a block apart,” he 
said. “I went on cruises with her too. She would 
invite my brother and me. She was very giving 
and very loving. She never married and never 
had children of  her own, but my brother and me 
were like her children.” 

Tota throughout her life traveled all through 
Europe, the Caribbean, Central America, South 
America and China, Castellano said. “She had a 
lot of  adventures. I have pictures of  her on cam-
els, pictures of  her dining outside in all kinds of  
foreign places, cafes all across the world.” 

After retirement, Tota resided in the Locust 
Valley vacation home that was frequented by her 
entire family. Dr. Charles Valicenti of  Bayville 
Dental grew up in the same neighborhood and 
remembers the family well. He would later 
become the family’s dentist. 

“They were always very sweet and wonder-
ful,” he said. “If  the ball went in their yard, they 

sent it back out for us. They were just very nice 
people over the years we’ve known them.”

Valicenti said he gives Castellano accolades 
for taking care of  Tota and her sisters. “Bruce 
was there for every single one of  them,” Valicen-
ti said. “I told him, ‘Bruce, you gave these women 
their integrity.’” 

Tota was someone Castellano said people 
could confide in, along with his mother Marie, he 
said. “My brother passed away very young at 41 
of  Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma,” Castellano said. 
“She was his godmother and took his death very 
seriously. She moved in with my mom [in Green-
vale] and she got us through all of  it, she really 
did.” 

After Marie died in 2011, Tota continued to 
live in her home for two or three years, Castella-
no said, until she decided that she did not want 
to live alone anymore. She moved to The Regency 
at Glen Cove in 2014. Castellano said he marveled 
at the fact that even in her 90s, Tota was still 
making friends. “She loved her activities and her 
chair yoga and her games, her boards games, her 
interactions and her movies,” he said. 

Beth Evans, the administrator of  The Regen-
cy Assisted Living in Glen Cove, said that the fac-
ulty remembers Tota as being gracious, caring 
and quiet, but strong. She got along well with her 
friends at The Regency, Evans said. 

“She was very happy here and her family was 
very involved,” Evans said. “She enjoyed any 
kind of  program that was educational and musi-
cal. She was very sophisticated, always looking 
beautiful every day with her hair done.” 

And Tota always was the strength, still sharp 
as a tack, until the end of  her remarkable life, 
Castellano said, just seven weeks short of  her 
100th birthday. 

Tota is the beloved sister of  Fran Genduso 
and the late Marie Castellano and Victoria Tota; 
devoted godmother to her nephew, Denis Castel-
lano; second mother and devoted aunt to her 
other nephew, Bruce Castellano and his hus-
band, Gerald Anders.

Remembered as a ‘class act,’ Glen Cove’s Dorothy Tota dies
OBITUARY

Photos courtesy Bruce Castellano 

DOROTHY TOTA AT the Cartier Jewelers Christmas party in 1961. 

DOROTHY TOTA ON board the SS Queen of Bermuda in 1950. 
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CAN’T MAKE THE LIVE WEBINAR? REGISTER AND YOU’LL RECEIVE THE RECORDING!

RICHNER
 PRODUCED BY

To sponsor a webinar or for more information contact Amy Amato at 
aamato@richnerlive.com or 516.569.4000 x 224

23 FE
B 10 - 11

AM         AM

FREE LIVE WEBINAR 

REGISTER @ LIHerald.com/FamilyBusiness

Success in 
Family Business

Register to submit your questions for the panelists or ask them live during the webinar.

PRESENTED BY

Why an annual checkup, a meaningful succession 
plan and other best practices are a must.

Skye Ostreicher
Herald Community

Newspapers 

MODERATOR PANELISTS

Leo K. Barnes, Jr., Esq.
Partner

Barnes & Barnes, P.C.
Melville, NY

John Agogliati, CFA, ASA
Managing Director

Marshall & Stevens
New York, NY

The best family businesses understand how to mitigate the unique set of challenges they face and 
how to make the most of their potential opportunities. This episode of Inside LI will cover key legal 
and financial steps that may ultimately spell the difference between multi-generational success 
and a failed business that can also impact family harmony. Whether you’re an established family 

business or you’re thinking about launching one, register now to join the conversation!
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Stay connected with the community and support local journalism.  

Order online at
www.liherald.com/freelocal

or call 516-569-4000 press 7

Please consider supporting this local
newspaper by making a donation.

An invaluable investment in one of your
community’s most trusted institutions.

www.liherald.com/local

Support Local News

I  
My Community

Enjoy the best local news for your area with Herald Community Newspapers. 
Stay connected with the schools, high school sports, 

local government, shopping, dining and more!

Now, get the Herald delivered to your mailbox every week for FREE!

real local, real news.



LEGAL NOTICE
SECTION 001113 -  
ADVERTISEMENT FOR  
BIDS
NORTH SHORE SCHOOL  
DISTRICT
112 Franklin Avenue
Sea Cliff, NY 11579
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby  
given that sealed bids will  
be received for the  
following project:
Contract 1: Addition,  
Interior & Exterior  
Renovation at the North  
Shore Middle School 505  
Glen Cove Avenue, Glen  
Head, NY 11545
Contract 2: Interior &  
Exterior Renovation at the  
Glen Head Elementary  
School, 7 School Street,  
Glen Head, NY 11545
Contract 3: Interior &  
Exterior Renovation at the  
Glenwood Landing  
Elementary School, 60  
Cody Avenue, Glen Head,  
NY 11545 
Contract 4: Interior &  
Exterior Renovation at the   
Sea Cliff School, 280  
Carpenter Avenue, Sea  
Cliff, NY 11579
Contract 5 Combined  
Elementary Schools; Glen  
Head ES, Glenwood  
Landing ES and Sea Cliff  
ES
Contract 6 District Wide  
PA System at Glen Head  
ES, Glenwood Landing ES,  
Sea Cliff ES, North Shore  
Middle School & North  
Shore High School
The Scope of Work  
described in the  
documents consists of the  
following:
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 1
“ North Shore  
Middle School Contract 1  
GC:  General Construction
“ North Shore  
Middle School Contract 1  
MC:  Mechanical
“ North Shore  
Middle School Contract 1  
PC:  Plumbing
“ North Shore  
Middle School Contract 1  
EC:  Electrical
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 2
“ Glen Head ES  
Contract 2 GC:  General  
Construction
“ Glen Head ES  
Contract 2 MC:   
Mechanical/Plumbing
“ Glen Head ES  
Contract 2 EC:  Electrical
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 3
“ G l e n w o o d  
Landing ES Contract 3  
GC:  General Construction
“ G l e n w o o d  
Landing ES Contract 3  
M C :   
Mechanical/Plumbing
“ G l e n w o o d  
Landing ES Contract 3 EC:   
Electrical
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 4
“ Sea Cliff ES  
Contract 4 GC:  General  
Construction
“ Sea Cliff ES  
Contract 4 MC:   
Mechanical/Plumbing
“ Sea Cliff ES  
Contract 4 EC:  Electrical 
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 5

“ C o m b i n e d  
Elementary Schools  
Contract 5 GC:  General  
Construction
“ C o m b i n e d  
Elementary Schools  
Contract 5 MC:   
Mechanical/Plumbing
“ C o m b i n e d  
Elementary Schools  
Contract 5 EC:  Electrical
2019 Capital Project,  
Phase 1
Contract 6
“ District-Wide  
Critical Communications  
Contract 6 CC:  Critical  
Communications
The bids shall be in  
accordance with the  
Specifications, Drawings,  
and Terms of this  
Contract.  Bids will be re- 
ceived by Olivia Buatsi,  
Assistant Superintendent  
for Business, until 11:00  
a.m. prevailing time on  
Tuesday, March 2, 2021  
at which time they will be  
publicly opened and read  
aloud.  The bid opening  
will take place at the  
North Shore School  
District’s Office at 112  
Franklin Avenue, Sea  
Cliff, NY 11579.  The  
North Shore School Dis- 
trict will make the bid  
opening available via  
video conference/live  
stream arrangements for  
participation in which will  
be available on the  
District Website  Note: In  
the event closure of the  
business office makes  
such video con-ference  
impossible on the bid  
opening date, video  
conference or live bid  
opening will be  
conducted on the next  
day the office is  
accessible as will be  
indicated at least 24  
hours prior on the district  
website.  
OBTAINING DOCUMENTS
Complete digital sets of  
Bidding Documents,  
drawings and  
specifications, may be  
viewed online free of  
charge at  
www.revplans.com, or  
downloaded electronically  
for a non-refundable  
charge of forty-nine  
dollars ($49.00),  
beginning on Tuesday,  
February 2, 2021.
Complete sets of Bidding  
Documents, drawings and  
specifications, may be  
obtained from REV  
Reprographics 330 Route  
17A, Goshen, NY 10924  
Tel.: (877) 272-0216,  
upon depositing the sum  
of one hundred dollars  
($100.00) for each  
combined set of  
documents.  Checks or  
money orders shall be  
made payable to North  
Shore School District.   
Plan deposit is refundable  
in accordance with the  
terms in the Instructions  
to Bidders to all  
submitting bids.  Any  
bidder requiring  
documents to be shipped  
shall make arrangements  
with the printer and pay  
for all packaging and  
shipping costs. 
For further information  
about obtaining the  
documents, contact Oscar  
Hinkle at 
Savin Engineers. P.C.
3 Campus Drive

Pleasantville, NY 10570
914.490.0269 (mobile) or  
ohinkle@savinengineers.c 
om
BID SUBMISSIONS
Each proposal must be  
accompanied by security  
in the amount of not less  
than five percent (5%) of  
the bid, in the form and  
subject to the conditions  
stipulated in the  
Information to Bidders.   
No Bidders shall  
withdraw his/her bid  
within sixty days (60)  
after the formal opening  
thereof.
The Owner reserves the  
right to waive any  
informalities in any  
proposals, or to reject any  
or all proposals and to  
advertise for new  
proposals.  The accepted  
low bidder(s) will be  
required to furnish a one- 
hundred percent (100%)  
Performance Bond, Labor  
and Material Payment  
Bond, and produce all  
insurance in amounts not  
less than specified under  
the General Conditions  
and Special Provisions.  
Site Inspection:  An  
informational meeting  
and pre-bid walkthrough  
with the bidders will be  
held as outlined in the  
Information for Bidders.   
The pre-bid walkthrough  
is not mandatory;  
however, it is strongly  
recommended that all  
Bidders attend.  It will be  
held at the sites as  
follows:
a.Date:  Tuesday,  
February 9, 2021
b.Local Prevailing Time:   
4:00 p.m.
c.Location:  starting at  
Middle School
d.Local Prevailing Time:   
5:30 p.m.
e.Location:  starting at   
Glen Head Elementary  
School
f.Date:  Wednesday,  
February 10, 2021
g.Local Prevailing Time:   
3:30 p.m.
h.Location:  starting at  
Sea Cliff Elementary  
School
i.Local Prevailing Time:   
4:30 p.m.
j.Location:  starting at  
Glenwood Landing  
Elementary School 
REQUESTS FOR  
INFORMATION
All Pre-bid “Requests for  
Information” (RFI) or  
Clarification must be  
submitted NO LATER  
THAN 
Tuesday, February 23rd @  
1:00 p.m.
The North Shore School  
District reserves the right  
to reject any and all bids  
and to make bid awards  
that are con-sistent with  
its purchasing  
policy/regulations and  
which are in the best  
interests of the School  
District.
Olivia Buatsi  
Assistant Superintendent  
for Business
124535

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
GLEN COVE COMMUNITY  
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK  
GRANT
47th PROGRAM YEAR
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR  
9/1/21 - 8/31/22
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  
that a public hearing will  
be held on Tuesday,  
February 9, 2021 during  
the Glen Cove City  
Council Meeting that  
begins at 7:30 p.m.   
Due to COVID-19  
concerns, the public will  
only have virtual access  
to the meeting, pursuant  
to NYS Executive Order  
202.1, and subsequent  
orders thereafter.  The  
hearing may be accessed  
by following  
www.zoom.us/join and  
entering webinar ID  
number 849 1189 2666  
and passcode number  
370981.  The hearing may  
also be accessed through  
a computer link located  
on the home page of the  
Glen Cove web site  
(https://glencoveny.gov/ci 
t y - c o u n c i l - m e e t i n g - 
livestream/), which link  
will be posted on the web  
site in advance of the  
meeting.  Anyone wishing  
to provide public  
comment can submit  
comments to  
svulin@glencoveny.gov in  
advance of the hearing.   
Public comments received  
prior to the  
commencement of the  
public hearing will be  
made part of the public  
record. In addition, live  
public comment may be  
received during the  
duration of the meeting  
by telephone, by dialing   
929 205 6099  and  
entering webinar ID  
number 849 1189 2666  
and passcode number  
370981.  Please note that  
although all interested  
persons who dial in will  
be given an opportunity  
to speak, all telephones  
will be muted until such  
time as the particular  
individual is authorized to  
speak.   If you have any  
questions about accessing  
this hearing, please  
contact Shannon Vulin via  
email at  
svulin@glencoveny.gov. 
The purpose of this public  
hearing will provide  
residents with an  
opportunity to propose  
activities for inclusion in  
the 2021-2022  
Community Development  
Block Grant Program for  
the City of Glen Cove  
pursuant to TITLE 1 of the  
Housing and Community  
Development Act of 1974,  
as amended, (Public Law  
93-383) and Title 24 of  
the Code of Federal  
Regulations (Part 570).   
These funds are made  
available through the  
Nassau County Urban  
Consortium, of which the  
City of Glen Cove is a  
member.  All residents,  
non-profit organizations  
servicing the residents of  
the City of Glen Cove and  
other interested parties  
are invited to provide  
input and comments 
through the on-line  
meeting or in writing to  
AFangmann@glencovecd 

a.org through February  
23, 2021.  
Electronic version of the  
application will be  
emailed to all existing  
public service agency  
program participants and  
may also be found on the  
Glen Cove Community 
Development Agency  
website at:   
www.glencovecda.org -  
click on “Applications  
and Forms.”  

Applicants must attend a  
virtual application review  
via Microsoft Teams on  
Thursday, February 11th  
at 3PM in order to be  
considered for funding.   
Information to join the  
meeting via livestream or  
conference call can be 
found on the Glen Cove  
Community Development  
Agency website calendar:   
http://glencovecda.org/cal 
endar/

One electronic copy and  
one hard copy with  
required attachments  
must be received by 4PM  
on Tuesday, March 2,  
2021 to  
CByrne@glencovecda.org  
- Glen Cove CDA, Room  
304, City Hall - 9 Glen St.,  
Glen Cove, NY  11542.  
For further information or  
to provide comments,  
contact Camille Byrne,  
Executive Assistant of the  

Glen Cove Community  
Development Agency at  
516-676-1625 or via  
email to  
CByrne@glencovecda.org  
Glen Cove Herald Gazette  
Publication Date:  1/29/21
Posted:  City Hall & CDA  
Website
124540
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www.newyorkpublicnotices.com 
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Elias Ardon
Elias Ardon, 72, of  Glen Cove, died on 

Jan. 25. Beloved husband of  Maria; lov-
ing father of  Carlos (Rosa), Virginia 
(Necter Yanes), Lillian (Walter Campos) 
and Julio; dear brother of  Arnold and 
Deisy; proud grandfather of  seven; also 
survived by loving nieces and nephews. 
Ardon was an avid soccer fan with a 
great sense of  humor and he will be 
deeply missed by all. Visitation will be 
at Dodge-Thomas Funeral Home of  Glen 
Cove on Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Prayer service is also on Saturday at 3 
p.m. Interment will be private.

Maria Alicea
Maria Alicea, 90, of  Glen Cove, died 

on Jan. 19. Beloved wife of  Roberto; lov-
ing mother of  Edna Peralta, Carlos 
(Betsy), Evelyn Ragogna (James), Jose 
(Maria) and David; proud grandmother 
of  nine; great-grandmother of  seven. 
Entombment Holy Rood Cemetery. 
Arrangements entrusted to Dodge-
Thomas Funeral Home.

Marianne Vowels 
Cattier

Marianne Vowels Cattier, 93, of  Glen 
Cove, died peacefully at her home on 
Jan. 11 in the company of  her sons. Cat-
tier is predeceased by her husband Jean 
Cattier; Adeline Gretener; her step-
daughter Marie-Louise Cattier; her 
daughter-in-law Carole Meyers. Sur-
vived by her sons Alan R. Cattier of  
Quechee, Va., Henri R. Cattier (Lisa) of  
Lexington, Mass. and Jacques Cattier 
(Jennifer) of  New York, N.Y.; beloved 
stepmother to Suzanne Taliaferro of  
Brays Island, S.C. and John Cattier 
(Dawn) of  Marshfield, N.C.; also, a 
beloved grandmother to Catherine 
Franks (WJ) of  Barre, Va., John 
Andrew (Krista) of  Muskegon, Mich., 
Trevor, Pierce and Avery Cattier of  Lex-
ington, Mass. and Adele and Julien Cat-
tier of  New York, N.Y. 

Born on Nov. 16, 1927 in Frankfort, 
Ky. to Walter Richard and Anna Mae 
Vowels, Cattier was raised in Louisville, 
Ky. where her Irish-German ancestors 
settled in the 19th century. Her father 
was a liquor salesman for the Brown-
Forman company and her mother was 

one of  the first female executives at 
Schenley Distilleries in the rapidly 
expanding Kentucky Bourbon trade of  
the 1920s. 

In her early career, Cattier worked at 
the U.S. Embassy in Paris and the U.S. 
Consulate in Bern before moving to 
New York City in the mid-1950s, where 
she worked for the Ford Foundation and 
met and married Jean Cattier. Her mar-
riage to Jean brought her to the North 
Shore of  Long Island and his home in 
Locust Valley. Inspired by the enchanted 
gardens that were an intrinsic part of  
their home, Cattier developed her abid-
ing love of  all things horticultural and 
historic. From the North Country Gar-
den Club, to Planting Fields and Old 
Westbury Gardens, Cattier was an 
active supporter of  preserving the natu-
ral beauty of  the North Shore. 

Cattier was also an enthusiastic par-
ticipant in local educational institu-
tions, including the Portledge School of  
Locust Valley where she served on the 
Board of  Trustees for over 20 years and 
of  the Hutton House continuing educa-
tion program at Long Island Universi-
ty’s CW Post campus. Cattier was an 
intrepid traveler and perhaps no place 
was dearer to her heart than France, 
where she kindled her love initially 
working for the U.S. State Department. 

Amongst the many things she passed 
on to her family was the commitment to 
her friendships. None were greater than 
the family’s beloved caregiver, Adeline 
Gretener, of  Locust Valley and Zug, 
Switzerland, who raised all of  the Catti-
er children and who remained a loyal 
member of  the family until her passing 
in 2019. Cattier invested in keeping 
those she loved close to her heart. From 
her impeccably written notes, to her 
weekly trips to New York City to having 
luncheons with dear friends, sharing in 
the theater and joining a local bridge 
group later in life. Nurturing long-term 
friendships was always a priority in 
Cattier’s life. 

Cattier will be missed by many, yet 
the memory of  her generous and loyal 
spirit will continue to inspire. Arrange-
ments entrusted to Dodge-Thomas 
Funeral Home of  Glen Cove. Funeral 
service and interment private In lieu of  
flowers, the family would appreciate 
donations to Old Westbury Gardens, the 
North Shore Land Alliance or the North 
Country Garden Club where she served 
as the club’s secretary for many years.

OBITUARIES
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Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

1046648

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

TO PLACE
AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5

1096202

We Buy Antiques, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
40 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

TO ADVERTISE 
ON THIS PAGE

PLEASE CALL
516-569-4000 ext. 286

OR EMAIL
ereynolds@liherald.com

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the 
North Shore 
Since 1988

• LOWEST PRICES
• LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
• AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)

• MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
SERVICE

$�off
ANY AIRPORT TRIP
Madison Taxi

 Family Owned 
& Operated

•
Serving the  
North Shore  
Since 1988
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• LOWEST PRICES
• LOCaL & LOng DISTanCE
• aIRPORT SERvICES (PICk-UP & DROP-Off)

• MULTI-LIngUaL DRIvERS

WE GUARANTEE ON TIME ARRIVAL

www.MadisonTaxiNY.com

Madison 
Taxi

516-883-3800

24/7 
SERVICE

$�off
ANy AIRpORT TRIp
Madison Taxi 11
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We can help with: jumping, destructive 
behavior, biting, running away, pulling on leash, 

separation anxiety, puppy behavior & more

backtobalancetraining.com
because your dog is worth it.

1027201

516.676.8469 •  iPaintFloors.comCONCRETE COATINGS

ONE DAY GARAGE FLOORS
• 4X STRONGER THAN EPOXY 

• NO HOT TIRE PICK-UP • 1 DAY INSTALLATION 
• WON’T CHIP OR PEEL• EASY TO CLEAN 

15-YEAR RESIDENTIAL WARRANTY
11

07
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7

11
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Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out & Remove Anything & 

Everything! We Clean Up & Take Away!
REsidEnTiAl & COmmERCiAl

516-538-1125
FREE ESTIMATES

ADVERTISING 
SALES PEOPLE

WANTED!
Email your resume to 

ereynolds@liherald.com

11
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Chimney King, Ent. Inc.
(516) 766-1666

Fully licensed and insured
Nassau • Suffolk • NYC

• Chimneys Repaired, Rebuilt and Tuckpointing
• Stainless Steel Liners Installed

Chimney Cleaning & 
Masonry Services

Done By Firefighters That Care
chimneykinginc.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

11
13

60
5

$18.50 NYC, $16 L.I.,
up to $13.50 Upstate NY!

If you need care from your relative, friend/
neighbor and you have Medicaid, they may 
be eligible to start taking care of you as a 
personal assistant under NYS Medicaid 
CDPA Program. No Certifi cates needed.

Phone: 347-244-7852

LICENSED &
INSURED

FREE
ESTIMATES

SPECIALIZING IN BLACKTOP
AT THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN

• CONCRETE • BRICK PATIOS • STOOPS • STUCCO
• BELGIUM BLOCKS • SIDEWALKS • DRAINAGE PROBLEMS 

• CELLAR ENTRANCE • WATERPROOFING
• DRIVEWAY SEALING • DEMOLITION • DUMPSTER SERVICE 

• POWERWASHING • HANDYMAN REPAIRS

516-424-3598

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS

 ALFREDO’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Se Habla Espanol 11
14

11
5

Senior Citizen 
Discounts

11
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FREE
Estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

CALL DAVE davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (WIRE)
631-667-9473 (WIRE)
516-353-111 8  (TEXT)

• Flat TVs Mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High Defi nition Television Antennas Installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems Installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable TV Extensions 

& Computer Wiring Installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

WIREMAN/CABLEMAN

Veterans 
10% Off

1101909

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WATER FILTRATION

LONG ISLAND  
TAP WATER.

IS IT SAFE TO DRINK?

 Enjoy The
Purest and 
Healthiest 
Water 
You Can
Get.

CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE 
WATER TEST

& COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION

516-801-0191
www.BetterWaterNY.com

61A Glen Head Rd., Glen Head

 FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WATER FILTRATION

LONG ISLAND  
TAP WATER.
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 Enjoy The
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Water 
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FREE 
WATER TEST

& COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION

516-801-0191
www.BetterWaterNY.com

61A Glen Head Rd., Glen Head
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AVAILABLE
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Expert Clock Repair
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Hallelujah.
That says it for me. Great 

relief, writ small. How do we feel 
safe again after the anxiety of  

the last four years? The inauguration of  
Joe Biden and the restoration of  a func-
tioning government feel right, but it will 
take a little time to feel good. Especially 

while we negotiate 
our way through 
the 12th month of  
a savage pandem-
ic.

I witnessed the 
turn from dark-
ness to light, from 
crazy to sane, from 
chaos to civility. 
Like you, I 
watched on TV as 
the president took 
the oath, as Lady 
Gaga sang and as 
poet Amanda Gor-

man sealed the deal. Still, this doesn’t feel 
like jubilation to me. If  feels like I just 
stopped banging my head against the 
wall. The agony is ebbing, but there’s a 
dull pain that will take some time to 
resolve.

Right now, the feeling that eclipses all 
others is relief. Since Jan. 20, I haven’t 
gone to sleep watching the news or wor-

ried my way through a fitful night. Briefly, 
I tuned in to the news around 9 p.m. on 
Inauguration Day. Biden was still presi-
dent. Nine hours had passed since the 
swearing-in, and no one had stormed the 
Capitol. The day went according to plans.

One wonders what the 
news outlets will rant about 
now. How will they be rele-
vant without the sugar high 
of  the former president? 
The press lives by “if  it 
bleeds, it leads,” and we had 
plenty of  bleeding, from the 
stolen migrant children at 
our borders to the hundreds 
of  thousands of  friends and 
neighbors dying of  Covid-
19. How do we cover a regu-
lar presidency, which makes 
the usual kinds of  mistakes 
and actually functions as an administra-
tive body? Will there be an audience for 
proposed infrastructure legislation and 
state dinners for visiting dignitaries?

The media is challenged to get past the 
low-hanging fruit like Kellyanne Conway 
weaving her awful webs, Michael Cohen 
spilling his secrets, Ivanka, Jared, Giu-
liani and Melania the Silent. Trump’s 
goon squad gathered all the available 
light. The mean-spirited tweets and cor-
rupt actions of  so many people around 

the former president provided grist for 
the media every minute of  every day of  
the past four years. How do we and the 
news industry get accustomed to calm 
and quiet at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.? 
Admittedly, something is lost, like sensa-

tionalism and melodrama; 
the grinding of  the wheels 
of  respectable government 
may not make for bold head-
lines. 

I hope the journalists 
who helped save this coun-
try with their relentless 
pursuit of  the truth will rise 
to the moment and continue 
to expose the bad guys who 
always rise to the moment, 
and point to success where 
they find it.

This column, over the 
past four years, has strayed from usual 
weekly territory, which is hyper-local. To 
me, Trump and Covid are as local as sto-
ries can get, changing the DNA of  our 
lives. To finesse the constraint of  writing 
once a week, I sometimes post something 
especially timely on Facebook. 

On the night of  the inauguration, I 
wrote this:

“So, what’s the trick here? A sane, 
accomplished rock-solid man elected 
President. A Black woman with Indian 

parentage elected Vice President. A heart-
felt inauguration speech promising to 
keep us safe and true to democratic val-
ues. A blast of  first-day executive orders 
undoing some of  the malicious initiatives 
of  the former administration. A press 
conference at the end of  the day, a real 
press conference in the White House 
briefing room by someone who says she 
will tell us the truth. When can we believe 
this is all true? It’s so much goodness, all 
at once. It will take some time to accom-
modate to the change.”

Think of  the ground shifting under 
our feet as Trump & Co. were swept into 
office, primed for action, taking axes and 
shovels to our country, fracturing our 
democracy and burying the ideals that 
had grounded us for 240 years. For four 
years, many of  us have lived with serious 
anxiety and stress. Our president did not 
help us or protect us or work at his job to 
keep this country and its people safe.

It changed last Wednesday, but we need 
a moment to gather ourselves together for 
the serious recovery work ahead. It’s still 
midwinter. But, every day, there is more 
light. Looking forward to hallelujah, writ 
large.

Copyright 2021 Randi Kreiss. Randi can 
be reached at randik3@aol.com.

Post-inauguration: So, how are we doing?

E very life has its inflection points, 
moments that can steer you in 
one direction or another, and that 
direction, as poet Robert Frost 

would say, makes all the difference. That is 
especially true for former President 
Barack Obama, as he makes clear in “A 
Promised Land,” his introspective account 

of  his personal 
and political life, 
released by Crown 
in November.

Impression one 
of  this 701-page 
tome: Obama is an 
excellent writer. 
Impression two: 
His political ideal-
ism is heady and 
infectious — 
inspiring — and 
because he is so 
solidly grounded 
in his family and 

his ever-evolving faith, he is utterly relat-
able as a person. He’s one of  us, born into 
the middle class, with all its attendant 
daily struggles and perpetual yearning for 
a better life — for the American dream. 

Early in the book, Obama ponders a 
fascinating question: What if  he had never 
left Chicago, where he was a community 
organizer from 1985 to 1988, and struck out 
for Harvard Law School? What if  he had 
stayed, fighting, and winning, seemingly 
small battles to improve people’s lives, 
helping to repair a park or housing project 
or starting an after-school program? 

What if  he had never run for president?
“Like many local heroes I’ve met over 

the years, I might have managed to build 
up an institution that could reshape a 
neighborhood or portion of  the city,” he 
writes. “Anchored deep in a community, I 
might have steered money 
and imagination to change 
not the world, but just that 
one place or that one set of  
kids, doing work that 
touched the lives of  neigh-
bors and friends in some 
measurable and useful way.”

He left, however. After 
earning his law degree, he 
ran for the Illinois State Sen-
ate, and won. He ran for 
Congress, and lost. And he 
ran for U.S. Senate, and won, 
before seeking the presiden-
cy in 2007-08, sealing his destiny, and his 
place among the pantheon of  truly histor-
ic American presidents, the first African-
American to lead the country. 

His first run for president was an auda-
cious undertaking, begun just about 14 
years ago, on Feb. 10, 2007, on the steps of  
Illinois’s Old State Capitol, where Abra-
ham Lincoln had delivered his “House 
Divided” speech 149 years earlier, noting, 
“A house divided against itself  cannot 
stand.”

Thrust onto the national stage, Obama 
was seemingly a natural candidate, intelli-
gent, clear-headed, collected, indefatigable 
— at once esoteric yet utterly down-to-
earth. What we see in “A Promised Land” 

is his very human side, beyond the glare 
of  the media spotlight. We see his occa-
sional annoyance and anger, his wrench-
ing self-doubt and guilt — he desperately 
wanted to be the excellent father that he 
never had as a child, but his constant cam-

paigning pulled him away 
from his wife and two young 
daughters.

We see former first lady 
Michelle Obama, ever the 
reluctant but supportive 
political wife — and a mag-
netic draw on the campaign 
trail, humanizing the 
Obama brand while deliver-
ing arcane policy proposals 
in emotional terms easily 
understood by the elector-
ate. No doubt, Barack and 
Michelle Obama make one 

hell of  a power couple.
I could see myself  in the details of  “A 

Promised Land,” which I suspect would be 
the case for many people. Like Obama, I 
studied at Columbia University, only six 
years after he graduated from the school. 
As was the case for Obama, my time there 
was spent in quiet contemplation. He lived 
a life of  seclusion and self-improvement, 
without any close friends, making to-do 
lists, running along the Central Park Res-
ervoir or the East River, eating cheap 
meals on the fly. That was pretty much my 
life at Columbia, only I ran along the Hud-
son.

While reading, Obama habitually cir-
cles words he has never seen before. It was 

a habit I picked up as a teen that I have 
never shed. I could especially relate to his 
description of  his disorganized nature. 
Referring to his 2008 campaign manager, 
David Plouffe, Obama writes, “Whereas I 
could be absentminded, indifferent to 
small details, incapable of  maintaining an 
orderly filing system, constantly misplac-
ing memos, pens and cell phones that had 
just been handed to me, Plouffe turned out 
to be a managerial genius.”

Like Obama — and like so many people 
— staying organized, on task, on point, is 
a constant struggle for me. I have to work 
at it, day after day. No manner of  comput-
erized calendar helps. I have to write it all 
down, and remind myself, again and 
again, do this, do that. Self-deprecating to 
a fault, Obama gives us permission to 
admit our foibles. 

The wonderful part of  “A Promised 
Land” isn’t the after-action report on the 
life and times of  Barack Obama, but rath-
er the humanizing of  his political perso-
na, which was shaped by hard times that 
gave him the empathy he needed to craft 
policy — think the Affordable Care Act of  
2010 — that helped determine the individ-
ual destinies of  millions of  Americans.

It’s a good thing he opted for Harvard 
Law.

Scott Brinton is the Herald Community 
Newspapers’ executive editor and an 
adjunct professor at the Hofstra Universi-
ty Herbert School of  Communication. 
Comments about this column? SBrinton@
liherald.com.

SCOTT
BRINTON

RANDI
KREISS

OPINIONS
Obama, a kindred spirit in ‘A Promised Land’

I n which 
the author 

ponders the 
question, what 
if he’d never left 
Chicago?

R ight now, 
the feeling 

that eclipses all 
others isn’t so 
much jubilation, 
but relief.
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Some 100,000 New Yorkers may 
face debilitating long-term health 
effects after falling ill to Covid-19, 
according to “What If  You Never 

Get Better?” in the most recent issue of  
The New York Times Magazine.

Yes, 100,000.
That is a staggering number of  people 

who may suffer from “long-haul Covid,” a 
seemingly inexplicable malaise with a 
wide range of  symptoms, from general 
fatigue and achiness to severe joint stiff-
ness and pain, heart palpitations and 
“brain fog,” described as a rush of  emo-
tion and thought, as if  all the brain’s syn-
apses were misfiring at once, leading to 
confusion and memory loss. Some have 
called it a “brain hurricane.”

Similar effects were described by 
patients who fell ill during the Spanish flu 

pandemic of  1918-19, long after the out-
break had waned. That is telling us that 
the effects of  the coronavirus pandemic 
may be with us for years to come.

Most long-haul Covid patients are 
women, according to The Times. Long-
haulers, it’s believed, may suffer from an 
extreme overreaction of  the body’s 
immune system to the coronavirus. Tes-
tosterone acts as a mild immunosuppres-
sant; thus, men, while they may be more 
likely to die of  Covid-19, appear less sus-
ceptible to long-term effects.

What’s clear is this: As a society, we 
must prepare ourselves now to cope with 
Covid-19 and its after-effects long beyond 
the point that we have reached herd 
immunity against it, defined as 60 to 70 
percent of  the population with immunity. 
There will be an ongoing psycho-social 

toll, as well as an economic one. Many 
people may struggle for years to regain a 
sense of  normalcy and return to work. 
There will be untold medical costs.

We must prepare ourselves now to sup-
port not only our family members and 
friends, but also strangers. We must 
accept that we are all in this together.

Precisely a year has passed since 
Wuhan, China, locked down to prevent the 
spread of  the coronavirus. Some 2.1 mil-
lion people around the globe have died of  
it, including more than 400,000 in the U.S. 

We must remain vigilant and commit-
ted to fighting this terrible illness by 
maintaining social distance, wearing 
masks, working from home when possible, 
limiting gatherings and getting vaccinat-
ed as soon as we are allowed and able.

HERALD EDITORIAL
Sadly, we’re in this pandemic for the long haul

LETTERS
Let’s be honest about      
Trump’s presidency
To the Editor:

It was discouraging to see two Trump apologist let-
ters, “Democrats had a chance to heal” and “Compar-
ing Trump to Goebbels was out of  line,” last week. 

One letter was misleading, suggesting that the rea-
son Trump is vilified is because he requested voting 
audits. This is untrue. He is vilified because after 30 
court decisions, the certification of  votes by Republi-
can state officials and the statements of  his own 
administration, he was still lying about having won 
the election. Poll workers were threatened and 
attacked by his supporters, officials were terrified and 
harassed, and our government was violently assault-
ed all because Trump couldn’t accept losing and his 
followers couldn’t accept that the majority of  Ameri-
cans didn’t support his beliefs or actions.

The other letter was even more delusional. Presi-

Governor Cuomo recently 
announced his 2021 agenda — 
aptly titled “Reimagine, Rebuild, 
Renew” — and included in it is 

an ambitious $26 billion green-energy 
plan to continue the restructuring of  the 
state’s power grid by building in ever-
greater amounts of  renewable energy, par-
ticularly wind.

The E.F. Barrett Generation Station in 
Island Park, an aging, rusting hulk of  a 
power plant, will serve as a connection 
point for an undersea electric cable that 
will extend from a large-scale wind farm 
20 miles south of  Jones Beach. The wind 
farm will not be visible from shore. It is 
one of  two such projects proposed off  

Long Island’s coast — the other will be 60 
miles east of  Montauk. 

We’re excited to see plans for offshore 
wind moving forward. Wind farms will 
not only provide massive amounts of  car-
bon-free electricity, but will also help cre-
ate thousands of  high-paying construc-
tion jobs that will infuse Long Island’s 
economy with hundreds of  millions of  
dollars.

Like state economies across the nation, 
New York’s has been battered by the coro-
navirus pandemic, with tens of  thousands 
of  people losing their jobs. It is smart of  
Cuomo to focus on infrastructure 
improvement — particularly green infra-
structure. Multi-billion-dollar projects like 

wind farms will boost the economy, at the 
same time that they will help reduce car-
bon emissions to stave off  the worst 
effects of  the climate crisis, including sea-
level rise and stronger hurricanes. In fact, 
offshore and land-based wind projects will 
reduce carbon emissions by 16 million 
metric tons per year, while creating some 
17,000 jobs. Talk about a win-win.

Offshore wind has been a long time 
coming in the U.S. — there is only one 
small, five-turbine offshore wind farm in 
the country, off  the coast of  Rhode Island. 
Let us hope Long Island’s offshore wind 
farms are finally brought to fruition in the 
near future. That will require all of  our 
support.

Here’s to offshore wind for L.I.

Glen Cove
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FRAMEWORK by Joe Abate

OPINIONS
What happened to civic responsibility?

T he events at the Capitol in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Jan. 6 and the 
exhortations by some elected offi-
cials leading up to them got me to 

thinking about civic responsibility and 
our nation’s future. It also reminded me 
of  a conversation I had with someone I 
had met while in the Navy years ago. In 

an exchange about 
the Constitution, 
he asked, “Which 
Constitution do 
you believe in? 

At first, I didn’t 
understand what 
he meant. Then I 
remembered the 
confirmation hear-
ing of  Supreme 
Court Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett and 
her testimony on 
the meaning of  
“originalism.” So, 

I concluded, this is what he asked: Did I 
believe in the Constitution of  1787, that 
followed the American Revolution, or was 
I one of  those who believe in the Constitu-
tion that followed Reconstruction and 
gave previously denied rights to all peo-
ple? 

Those who cling to the original word-
ing of  1787 maintain that the text is 
authoritative and unchangeable. They 
seem to ignore that the Constitution was 
written and adopted with provision for 

evolution in thinking and amendment. 
Without the amendments, Barrett 
wouldn’t have the right to vote or serve as 
a judge.

I began thinking about this question, 
which Constitution, while pondering the 
events of  the past few 
months and the rampage 
that took place in the halls 
of  Congress. Why don’t we 
know more about our histo-
ry and our form of  govern-
ment? Why do some people 
react angrily when histori-
ans offer research demon-
strating that some long-held 
truth turns out to be incor-
rect? Ours is called an 
exceptional country, but it 
isn’t exceptional in the ways 
some espouse. They claim a 
moral superiority when the claim is real-
ly different. 

What has become the United States is 
not a nation based on tribal affinity, a 
common land or region, or blood rela-
tions, as are some others. Instead, it is a 
nation unlike most because it was found-
ed on ideas and ideals that became the 
founding principles of  freedom, civic 
engagement and responsibility, and 
schooling for citizenship. These princi-
ples, and others, still obtain, even if  they 
aren’t fully realized. That’s why we refer 
to the nation as an “experiment,” and 
why we strive to “create a more perfect 

union.” We recognize it is not yet perfect, 
but continue to strive for it to be — for all 
people.

Those old enough will remember 
junior high and high school courses in 
civics, including formal instruction in 

U.S. government, history 
and democracy. For the for-
tunate students, civics 
instruction wasn’t just text-
books in the classroom, but 
also involved activities such 
as writing letters to the edi-
tor of  the local newspaper, 
attending and writing about 
school board meetings, and 
formulating proposed legis-
lative bills and debating the 
merits of  the ideas behind 
them. While all 50 states 
require some form of  

instruction in civics and government, the-
ory-based classroom instruction isn’t suf-
ficiently supported by experience-based 
learning. One consequence is that only 25 
percent of  American students achieve the 
“proficient” standard on the National 
Assessment of  Educational Progress Civ-
ics Assessment.

According to the National Education 
Association, until the 1960s it was com-
mon for high school students in the U.S. to 
take three different classes in civics and 
government. Unfortunately, these courses 
were slashed in the early 2000s, when the 
federal initiative called “No Child Left 

Behind” gave priority to “core subjects” 
like math and English, and to job prepara-
tion and standardized testing. In addition, 
according to the Center for Information 
and Research on Civic Learning and 
Engagement, only small proportions of  
teachers surveyed thought that school dis-
tricts and parents would support teaching 
about politics in a course on government 
or civics. 

The toxic nature of  politics reflects the 
decline in education in civic responsibili-
ty, and promotes partisanship over patrio-
tism. How can we fulfill our obligations to 
pursue the common good if  we give prior-
ity to conflict over compromise? How can 
we discover the virtues of  resolution over 
revolution if  we don’t know the building 
blocks of  our democracy? 

In pursuit of  a more perfect union, we 
should celebrate the four freedoms drawn 
from the Bill of  Rights and articulated by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt: freedom 
of  speech, freedom of  worship, freedom 
from want and freedom from fear. We 
should use them as templates when dis-
cussing national purpose, priorities and 
progress. These principles, together with 
schooling in civics and critical thinking, 
can help guide fulfillment of  the promises 
contained in the Constitution to which 
our elected and appointed officials swear 
loyalty.

Robert Scott is president emeritus of  Adel-
phi University.

LETTERS
dent Biden wasn’t even in office yet when it 
was written, yet the writer blamed him for 
disunity. Biden hadn’t even weighed in on 
the impeachment, but he was responsible 
for it, not Trump, who incited sedition.

That was followed by a list of  Trump’s 
“accomplishments” despite the fact that we 
are living in a pandemic that has killed over 
400,000 people, experiencing record unem-
ployment and facing financial peril, all 
largely due to his incompetent leadership 
and surly unwillingness to accept expert 
advice. Most “working people” aren’t living 
off  their 401(k) accounts. They are function-
ing in a world of  jobs with shrinking bene-
fits, no security and an inability to support 
themselves.  

And let’s talk about Trump’s support for 
veterans. He cut their housing budget to 
redirect money to his border wall. He vetoed 
a bill that would have given them a salary 
raise. He attacked a prisoner of  war and 
American hero, and then pardoned a group 
of  mercenaries who murdered women and 
children. He didn’t even show up to honor 
veterans on Veterans Day in 2018, and 
skipped an Armistice Day memorial in 
France because it was raining. That’s 
respect?

If  these two readers really want the coun-
try to heal, it starts with honesty. I have yet 
to hear any coming from those few who still 
support this bullying, racist, dishonest, self-
ish man. Joe Biden is a welcome change, but 
in order to move forward, we have to look 

backward with integrity. Many people are 
doing so.  I hope more join the process.

CYNTHIA LOVECCHIO 
Glen Cove

So, just write off           
student loan debt?
To the Editor:

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer wanting the 
federal government to forgive the first 
$50,000 of  outstanding college loans sounds 
great. Who doesn’t want free stuff  from 
Washington? But what about the millions 
of  American parents who saved and sacri-
ficed to put their children through college? 
What about the students who worked at 
part-time jobs to attend college? 

Millions benefited from being able to 
attend college on student loans. This has 
given them access to the middle class. 
Sadly, too many students then stuck the fed-
eral government with the bill. Despite 
being successfully employed for years at 
good-paying jobs, there are a number of  
former students with ample income who 
refuse to pay off  their student loans. Tax-
payers are left with the uncollected debts. 

Now Schumer wants Washington to 
write off  hundreds of  billions in outstand-
ing student loan debt. Many larger private 
colleges have endowment funds ranging 

ROBERT A.
SCOTT

T here used 
to be wide-

ranging junior 
high and high 
school courses 
in civics.

A little wine, anyone?  — Oceanside

from millions to billions. Why don’t 
they contribute to reducing their own 
graduating students’ debts instead of  
taxpayers? 

Collecting some of  these outstanding 
debts from those who can easily afford 
to pay would only be fair. Given that we 
are now burdened with a national debt 
of  more than $27.7 trillion, attention 
must be paid to this scandal.

Why not start by denying federal and 
state tax refunds to those deadbeats who 
look for a free ride at our expense? 
When will the White House and Con-
gress speak up on this issue and intro-
duce legislation to assist in collecting 
the outstanding debts? 

LARRY PENNER
Great Neck
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Elegant apartments, exquisite dining venues, 
exceptional amenities and impeccable service all set 
the new standard for senior living on Long Island. 
Live a life well-deserved at Encore Luxury Living.

LIVE YEAR-ROUND, OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
SHORT-TERM STAY OPTIONS. FULLY FURNISHED 
TURNKEY APARTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR BOTH.

Equal Housing Opportunity
AN ENGEL BURMAN COMMUNITY

A SENIOR RENTAL COMMUNITY

516.271.4488 
encoreluxuryliving.com 
300 Jericho Turnpike, Jericho, NY 11753

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR TO SCHEDULE A VISIT

LONG ISLAND LIVING LIKE NEVER BEFORE
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