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Mojgan Pourmoradi, director of the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center, and Alan Mindel, 
its chairman, reflected on the Hamas attacks one year later.

By RoKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

It has been a year since the Oct. 7 Hamas 
attacks on Israel, the deadliest in the coun-
try’s history. Since the attack, many survi-
vors, like Shir Zohar, have traveled across 
the United States, describing their own expe-
rience of  the harrowing events.  

Last Sunday, Zohar shared the details of  
her narrow escape with a gathering at the 
Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center 
of  Nassau County. Dressed in black, she 
recounted attending the Nova Music Festival 
in Re’im with her best friend, Esther. As mis-
siles filled the sky, they tried to flee, but 

encountered terrorists disguised in the uni-
forms of  the Israel Defense Forces. Desper-
ate to escape, Esther drove through the 
attackers, but their car was hit by gunfire 
and they were forced to flee on foot. 

The pair found temporary shelter with a 
young man named Ori Arad, who selflessly 
tried to help them escape. Despite his efforts, 
their car was shot at again, and crashed, 
after which Arad was killed while trying to 
protect them. Zohar and Esther, injured but 
alive, pretended to be dead to avoid being 
taken by terrorists, and were eventually res-
cued by IDF soldiers.

Zohar described her constant fear of  cap-

ConTinued on PAge 6

G.C. proposes 
$65.4 million 
spending plan
By RoKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove Mayor Pamela 
Panzenbeck presented a $65.4 
million budget proposal for 
2025 at the City Council meet-
ing on Monday, which includes 
a 1.98 percent property tax 
increase for homeowners — 
roughly $55 per 
year for an average 
home in the city, 
valued at $575,000.

Before introduc-
ing the specifics of  
the spending plan, 
Panzenbeck high-
lighted several of  
the key achieve-
ments of  her ten-
u re,  wh i ch  s h e 
credits with signifi-
cantly improving 
Glen Cove’s finan-
cial condition. 

“We’ve had three 
consecutive years of  operating 
surpluses, totaling $5 million,” 
she said. She noted that by the 
end of  the 2023 fiscal year, the 
city’s operating deficit had 
been eliminated, leaving Glen 
Cove with a surplus fund bal-
ance of  roughly $780,000.

“ T h i s  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
improvement,” Panzenbeck 
said, recalling the deficit of  
over $2 million that she inherit-
ed when she took office. She 
acknowledged that while the 
city still lacks substantial 
financial reserves, unlike larg-
er municipalities and counties, 
she remains committed to 
building them up. 

“We’ re  working to  g et 

there,” she said, emphasizing 
the impor tance of  using 
reserves to stabilize taxes and 
maintain services during eco-
nomic downturns or when the 
city is faced with unforeseen 
expenses.

Her efforts have not gone 
unnoticed. Panzenbeck proudly 
noted that Moody’s had upgrad-

e d  G l e n  C ove ’s 
credit  rating to 
BAA1, its highest 
since 2010, one tier 
below Moody’s low-
risk A3 category. 
She  added  t hat 
State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli’s 
office recently cate-
gorized Glen Cove 
as having no fiscal 
stress, an impor-
t a n t  m i l e s t o n e, 
because the city 
has been deemed 

susceptible to fiscal stress in 
the past.

While these successes have 
laid a solid foundation, Panzen-
beck was candid about the chal-
lenges ahead. Assembling next 
year’s spending plan, she said, 
was no easy task.

“It’s difficult to formulate a 
budget, considering how much 
is required to upkeep the city,” 
she said, noting that her admin-
istration has always sought to 
balance fiscal responsibility 
with the need to maintain city 
services.

The proposed budget is $2 
million larger than the current 
$63.45  spending plan,  an 
increase of  about 3.11 percent. 

ConTinued on PAge 11
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Each spring, Glen Cove transforms into a breath-
taking display of  pink tulips, reminding onlookers of  
the importance of  early detection in the fight against 
breast cancer. This floral display is part of  an ongoing 
initiative by Glen Cove CARES, a non-profit organiza-
tion founded 28 years ago by breast cancer survivor 
Terry Petikas. In collaboration with the Glen Cove 
Beautification Commission, CARES has made it an 
annual tradition to plant thousands of  pink tulip bulbs 
throughout the city. When the tulips bloom in spring, 
they serve as a powerful reminder of  those affected by 
breast cancer and a visible message encouraging early 
detection.

The planting project has expanded over the years, 
with tulips being placed in prominent locations across 
the city. This year, the tulips were planted in front of  
all the veteran memorials, the “love triangle,” and 
behind City Hall. Local high school students from 
DECA, a business-oriented club, played a key role in 
planting the bulbs, further instilling in them the 
importance of  community service and awareness 
about breast cancer.

The driving force behind Glen Cove CARES is to 
provide support to cancer patients in ways that go 
beyond what health insurance typically covers. 
According to Dr. Eve Lupenko, a board member of  
both Glen Cove CARES and the Beautification Com-
mission, CARES helps about three to five people each 
year. These funds are used to offset medical costs, 
assist with homecare needs, transportation to chemo-
therapy sessions, and even everyday expenses such as 
gas, groceries, and utilities, which can become over-
whelming for cancer patients and their families. 

“When you’re out of  work, there might be things 
that you might not be able to do like gardening, or 
landscaping, or maybe you’re behind on your gas, 
water or electric bill” Lupenko said. “We want to fill in 
the gaps where medical insurance doesn’t cover these 
extras in life.”

Nassau County has a breast cancer rate 10 percent 
higher than the state average, and breast cancer 
remains the most diagnosed cancer among women 
worldwide, even surpassing lung cancer in terms of  
total diagnoses. In New York, more than 110,000 people 
are diagnosed with cancer annually, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Of  
those, over 35,000 die from the disease. 

“Terry was  a breast cancer victim, and she founded 
this organization just to help local people and local 
families survive,” Lorri Prince, president of  Glen Cove 
CARES said. She noted in the early days of  the organi-
zation, much of  their fundraising went toward helping 
patients cover the cost of  chemotherapy, which at the 
time was considered experimental and not always cov-
ered by insurance. Though insurance coverage has 
improved since then, the organization continues to 
help families with the many expenses that are still not 
fully covered.

Glen Cove CARES operates entirely on a volunteer 
basis, with all of  the funds raised going directly to 
help those in need. The organization also funds cancer 
research at Cold Spring Harbor, aiming to support 
both the treatment and prevention of  the disease. To 
continue their mission, the group hosts fundraising 
events throughout the year, including an annual din-
ner dance in February. The tulip planting project is 
one of  the organization’s most visible efforts, but 
behind the scenes, their work extends much further 
into the community.

Anyone interested in supporting Glen Cove CARES 
can make a donation by calling Prince at (516)-671-0629. 
As the pink tulips bloom each spring, they will stand 
not only as a symbol of  beauty but as a powerful 
reminder of  the importance of  community support 
and early detection in the fight against breast cancer.

City goes pink for breast cancer awareness

Roksana Amid/Herald

Catlsea Cruz and Alisa Edwards, part of the high 
school’s DECA program, helped to plant tulips to raise 
awareness for breast cancer.
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ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Discover Vibrant  
Senior Living

SUNRISE OF GLEN COVE

Conveniently situated on Forest Avenue, Sunrise of Glen 
Cove offers best-in-class senior care within an engaging 
atmosphere. In addition to highly personalized support, 
residents enjoy activities based on their passions, frequent 
social events, and fresh cuisine tailored to their tastes.

For a limited time, you can receive special pricing  
on select suites.

Learn about pricing and availability and book a tour  
by calling 516-786-2755 or visiting SunriseGlenCove.com.
*Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

©2024 Sunrise Senior Living

G L E N  COVE
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

It’s not often you can do something 
simple that can save another person’s 
life, but that’s what occurs every time 
you donate blood. That’s something the 
Glen Cove volunteer firefighter depart-
ment knew all too well during their bi-
annual blood drive on Oct. 5, part of  a 
crucial effort to address a nationwide 
emergency blood shortage. 

The American Red Cross has report-
ed a significant drop in blood donations 
over the summer, with the national sup-
ply falling by over 25 percent since July. 
With the combination of  extreme sum-
mer heat and many Americans travel-
ing for vacations, blood banks have 
faced dangerously low inventory levels, 
particularly for Type O blood, which is 
critical for emergency transfusions and 
routine medical procedures.

The blood drive brought in 96 volun-
teers, with 88 successful donations col-
lected by the New York Blood Center. 
The drive, recognized as particularly 
urgent due to the national shortage, 
played a critical role in replenishing 
supplies for local hospitals, where 
blood levels have been dangerously 
low. There was a strong turnout, but 
eight potential donors were turned 
away during medical screenings before 
donation.

“Some people come in ready to 
donate but are turned away because 
they don’t pass the medical screen-
ings,” Pete Prudente, volunteer fire-
fighter explained. “While it’s disap-
pointing for them, their willingness to 
help speaks volumes.”

The importance of  blood donations 
cannot be overstated. The America Red 
Cross notes every 2 seconds, someone 
in the U.S. requires blood or platelets, 
and hospitals use around 29,000 units 
of  red blood cells daily. The need spans 
across many scenarios, from victims of  
accidents to patients undergoing can-
cer treatments. A single car accident 
victim, for example, may require as 
many as 100 units of  blood to survive. 
Yet, with shortages this severe, hospi-
tals are struggling to provide timely 
and critical transfusions.

“When blood isn’t available, patients 
don’t get the treatments they need,” 
Prudente said. “Sometimes, that delay 
can have life-threatening consequences, 
whether it’s a car accident, cancer, or 
another critical condition.”

To encourage participation in the 
drive, Garvies Point Brewery partnered 
with the fire department, offering a free 
beer for every pint of  blood donated. 

In addition to whole blood dona-
tions, the drive saw six participants 
give double red cell donations. This 
specialized process, known as aphere-
sis, allows donors to give two units of  
red blood cells in a single session. By 
separating the red cells from plasma 
and platelets, the automated system 
ensures donors return those compo-
nents, allowing for a more focused 
replenishment of  much-needed red 
blood cells, which are vital for many 

medical procedures. These double 
donations are especially helpful, as 
they can make a more significant 
impact in addressing the shortage.

Looking ahead, Glen Cove will con-

tinue its efforts to support the blood 
supply. Another blood drive is sched-
uled for December at the Polish Nation-
al Home of  Glen Cove.

Fire department hosts urgent blood drive

Angelo Giannuzzi, Pete Prudente, Salvatore Calandra, and Theresa Giannuzzi say they  
donate blood at least once a year. They showed off their pink bandages for breast 
cancer awareness month, and coupons from Garvies Brewery.

Pete Prudente talked about local happenings with Drew Shaver a Glen Cove local 
while he donated blood.  Shaver said he likes to donate to give back to his community.

Noelle Hatalovsky/Herald photos

Lynne Philips, from Glen Cove, said she 
donates whenever she can. Phlebotomist 
Ricky Bisnath drew her blood.

Beatrice Tomasino, from Glen Cove, 
came to donated blood because it only 
takes one hour of her day.

Meredith Brown, from Sea Cliff, heard 
about the blood donation through social 
media.



By JOSEPH D’ALESSANDRO
jdalessandro@liherald.com

The 2024 Walk to End Alzheimer’s — 
the Alzheimer’s Association’s largest 
annual fundraiser — returned to East 
Meadow on Oct. 6 to support break-
through research and quality-of-life 
care for people with dementia.

The walk in Eisenhower Park was 
one of  about 600 happening nationwide.

The Alzheimer’s Association Long 
Island Chapter continues to provide a 
community and support system for peo-
ple with Alzheimer’s, their families, 
friends, and caretakers, while raising 
awareness of  the importance of  brain 
health, said Community Educator Fran-
cesca Todaro.

“I feel like a lot of  people that have 
Alzheimer’s or are confused about 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias, really 
could use the education and resources 
that the association can help them 
with,” Todaro said.

Before the walk, a Promise Garden 
ceremony was held, displaying solidari-
ty where walkers carried color-coordi-
nated flowers that represented how 
Alzheimer’s affected their lives and the 
people around them.

“It is very touching to hear the sto-
ries of  how people are personally affect-
ed by this disease,” Nassau Walk Com-
mittee Member Michele Targovnik said 
in a news release. “The Promise Garden 

Ceremony is special because when you 
see everyone around you holding differ-
ent color flowers it makes you feel so 
supported and wonderful to be standing 
next to the person next to you.”

Ed Miller, the vice chair for the 
Alzheimer’s Association Long Island 
Chapter Board of  Directors, played a 
leading role in making the past two 
year’s walk a success in Nassau County.

Miller joined the Long Island chapter 
after his father was diagnosed with 
dementia in 2019. Miller, his sister, and 
mother faced challenges in providing 
the care an individual with dementia 
requires, so he began to participate in 
fundraisers like the Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s.

“I did my first walk in 2022 — it 
moved me, and it kept moving me,” 

Miller said. “It’s an absolute honor to 
come together at Eisenhower Park for 
this event, and to walk together and to 
see a sea of  purple.”

There are 426,500 people in New York 
aged 65 and older with Alzheimer’s 
Dementia, and over 7 million across the 
country, according to the Long Island 
Chapter. While symptoms become 
severe later in life, the brain changes 
that cause Alzheimer’s can begin 
decades before symptoms start. This 
period of  time is a critical opportunity 
for people at risk of  Alzheimer’s and 
other forms of  dementia to reduce the 
risk of  the disease and catch its symp-
toms as early as possible.

Alzheimer’s researchers have made 
significant progress in treatments that 
improve the quality of  life of  Alzheim-
er’s patients and caretakers. The break-
throughs — such as a blood test that 
can help identify Alzheimer’s early — 
allow for intervention before symptoms 
escalate.

“There’s been a lot of  breakthroughs 
that have come out in the news over the 
course of  the last couple of  years,” Mill-
er said. “These are treatments that 
aren’t going to eradicate the disease at 
this point, but they are treatments, and 
there is hope.

For more information on the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s, the Long Island event, 
or to view other events, visit Alz.org or 
call (800) 272-3900.

Brittany Krilov/Herald photos 

Walkers took steps for a brighter future at the Alzheimer’s Association of Long Island’s 
annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Eisenhower Park. 

Steps of hope at Alzheimer’s Association walk 

Frank, Kaitlyn, 
Maddie and 
Mary 
Pitkewicz of 
Merrick took 
part in this 
year’s event. 
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Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 x117 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

Integrity and Gratitude
If we had to choose only two concepts as 

a prescription for a good life, they would 
be integrity and gratitude. While we usually 
associate integrity with honesty, the word 
also means “fits together” as in integrated or 
integration.  Oddly enough, both meanings 
are also interrelated. When someone is 
honest, their life tends to “fit together”.  It 
works.  As one sage put it, if you’re honest 
you never have to remember what you said.

People who have integrity are consistent.  
You can count on them.  Wikipedia says 
“the word integrity evolved from the Latin 
adjective ‘integer’ meaning whole or 
complete. In this context, integrity is the inner 
sense of ‘wholeness’ deriving from qualities 
such as honesty and consistency of character.”

If you or someone you know finds their 
life is “not working” there may be a lack of 
integrity somewhere that needs to be sought 
after and rooted out.

Gratitude has to do with appreciation. 
Appreciation means to add value to.  Things 
that appreciate tend to grow, just as being 

grateful for something or someone raises its 
or their value in our estimation.  Even though, 
at any given time, countless more things are 
going right than going wrong in most of our 
lives, too many of us focus more on what’s 
going wrong and take for granted what’s 
going right — our health, our loved ones, our 
resources.

Grateful people tend to be giving people 
—and giving people are the happiest among 
us.  Takers can never be as happy as givers 
because takers can never get enough.  Givers 
already have more than enough, which is why 
they have some to give away.  But having 
enough is not a state of fact, it is a state of 
mind.  Once you can cultivate that state of 
mind you are on your way to a happy life.

One of the best ways to rewire your brain 
from focusing on the negative to focusing on 
the positive, is to keep a “Gratitude Journal”, 
examples of which may be easily googled.

The elusive “holy grail” of being happy can 
be found by cultivating integrity and gratitude 
in your life.

12
73

40
8

HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIL: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBLIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 one-time payment within Nassau County or $60 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2024 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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SuozziForCongress.com

 VOTE 
Tuesday, Nov.

  5th               

MY PRIORITIES:
★ Secure the Border
★ Reinstate the SALT 

Deduction
★ Bringing Federal Dollars 

Back to Long Island
★ Help Heal the Divide 

in Congress 

I stand with you, working 
across party lines for commonsense 

solutions – from strengthening our border, 
and reinstating the SALT deduction, 

to protecting our air and water, I’ll always 
reject extremism and work to find 
solutions that make a difference 

for you and your family.

Endorsed 
by the Glen Cove 
and Nassau 
County PBAs
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One year later, ‘We must free the hostages’
ture and the miracles that saved her and Esther’s lives. 
While fighting back tears, she said that Esther, despite 
serious injuries, displayed extraordinary strength and 
survival instincts. 

As well, Zohar now considers Arad a hero. His sac-
rifice ensured their survival, and she feels 
a deep responsibility to honor his memory. 

“Both Esther and I are trying to return 
to life, to understand that every day is a 
gift,” Zohar said, adding, “We need to keep 
alive the name of  Ori Arad . . . Because of  
him, I’m able to speak here today.”

Zohar, Holocaust survivors and others 
gathered at the center for the unveiling of  
a new memorial commemorating the 1,200 
people killed in the attack by Hamas mili-
tants. A stone memorial, surrounded by 
yellow and velvet chrysanthemums, now 
sits outside the center. Its plaque reads, 
“May their memory be a blessing and one 
day we will all dance again.” 

Hamas and other militant groups also 
took more than 250 hostages last Oct. 7, with many 
abductions captured on video by the attackers and 
shared across social media, amplifying the shock. The 
surprise nature and scale of  the attack led to an imme-
diate and intense response from Israel, which declared 
war and launched extensive airstrikes on Gaza to dis-
mantle Hamas and rescue the hostages.

“This is not just a commemoration — this is an 
affirmation that we must free the hostages,” Rabbi 
Irwin Huberman, of  Congregation Tiferith Israel, in 
Glen Cove, told the Herald after Sunday’s event. 
“Because when the hostages are released, then this 

conflict will very quickly wind down. The events of  
Oct. 7 were antisemitic in nature. The Jews were 
attacked for no other reason than they were Jewish. 
Hamas said that they would do this again and again 
and again and retreated with hostages to Gaza, hiding 
behind hospitals and schools and women and chil-

dren.”
Alan Mindel, chairman of  the Holo-

caust Center, emphasized the persistent 
nature of  hatred and its connection to the 
atrocities of  the Holocaust as well as ongo-
ing extremist violence in Israel. He drew 
parallels between historical events, such 
as the rise of  the Nazi regime, and present-
day support for groups like Hamas, stress-
ing the need to confront and educate those 
who support such ideologies.

“The hate that murdered, raped, tor-
tured and kidnapped these people is the 
same type of  hate that caused the Holo-
caust,” Mindel said. 

He spoke of  the resilience of  the Jewish 
people, particularly by recalling the 1945 

liberation of  the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, 
where survivors, despite their suffering, sang “Hatik-
vah,” symbolizing their enduring hope. Mindel’s mes-
sage of  strength and perseverance affirmed that the 
Jewish community will stand firm in defense of  its 
values, with or without external support.

“We are no longer the Jews everyone likes, the dead 
Jews,” Mindel said. “We love humanity. We are so 
thankful for the righteous that stand with us. We ask 
for people like each of  you to stand with us. But if  not, 
we will still stand with or without you. We will always 
be here.”

Continued from page 1

Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews

in the year since Hamas attacked israel last oct. 7, many 
survivors, like Shir Zohar, have shared their stories.

W e are no 
longer 

the Jews 
everyone likes, 
the dead Jews.

AlAn Mindel
Chairman, 
Holocaust Center
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ANNIVERSARY

Nassau County Museum of Art in Roslyn, NY
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2024

Celebrating 10 years of serving our community as The Safe Center!

If you are unable to join us, please consider making

a donation in honor of our 10th Anniversary!  

Scan QR code, visit TSCLIGala.org, or call
516.465.4774 to donate or purchase tickets.

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS COST $250
SPONSORSHIPS AND TICKET PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

1271808

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

NOMINATE AT RICHNERLIVE.COM/NOMINATE

Produced By

RichnerLIVE’s Fourth Annual R.E.A.L. Awards celebrates Long
Island real estate leaders excelling in their roles, blending

professional success with community contributions and advocacy.

01.29.25
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Unoccupied business spaces are an opportunity 
to help bring vitality to downtown areas. For 
George Karatzas, owner of James Cress Florist, 
staying downtown was a priority, but costs were 
prohibitive. Then George applied for our Vacant 
Space Revival Program, which has provided 
$2,462 in bill credits to help offset his overhead.* 
And Smithtown continues to have a business 
that brings warmth and charm to the area. It’s a 
beautiful thing to see come together—just like 
George’s floral arrangements.

“The Vacant Space
Revival Program
qualified us for 
on-bill credits
that really help me
manage costs.”
—George Karatzas, James Cress Florist,
     Smithtown 

*Incentives, grants, and savings will vary with every project.

psegliny.com/EcoDev

45777_PSEG_AOR_LI_PrintAd_LI_Herald_EcoDev_FULL_v4.indd   1 2/5/24   10:42 AM
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By  BRIAN NORMAN 
Special to the Herald

The urgency of  educating the public 
about how to reverse fentanyl overdos-
es has never been more critical, as fen-
tanyl-related deaths continue to rise 
across the country.  Training for Nal-
oxone, better known as Narcan, pro-
vide essential skills, equipping people 
with the knowledge and tools to save 
lives. Participants at the Oct. 8 train-
ing session at the Glen Cove High 
School learned how to recognize the 
signs of  an overdose and administer 
life saving nasal spray, that can coun-
teract the effects of  opioids. 

“I think this is one of  the most 
important things that my office has 
done,” said Legislator DeRiggi-Whit-
ton. “We have trained somewhere close 
to 1,000 people, and I am very proud of  
that.”

Corrine Kaufman, a Glen Cove 
grandmother became an advocate for 
overdose awareness after  granddaugh-
ter, Paige Gibbons, died of  an overdose 
in 2022, unaware a  Percocet pill was 
laced with fentanyl, a powerful syn-
thetic opioid. Since the loss of  her 
granddaughter, Kaufman and her fami-

ly have worked to spread awareness 
about fentanyl’s dangers and the 
importance of  knowing how to use 
Narcan.

“Fentanyl is ravaging our young 
people in the 18 to 45 age 
g roup,”  Kaufman said. 
“They are the most vulner-
able, but not the only ones. 
This demon drug knows no 
boundaries, and it’s taken 
people of  all ages from all 
walks of  life. It’s infiltrated 
our society right  now. 
Knowledge and Narcan are 
the only weapons.”

People suffering from 
the effects of  fentanyl have 
constricted pupils, and will 
fall  asleep or lose con-
sciousness. They will have 
slow or weak breathing 
and a limp body. They may 
make choking or gurgling sounds and 
have discoloration around their lips 
and nails. In the event of  an overdose, 
a 911 call should be followed by the 
administration of  Narcan in one of  the 
victim’s nostrils. Bystanders should 
keep the victim awake and turn them 
on their side to prevent choking until 

paramedics arrive.
Following Kaufman’s emotional tes-

timony, Calle Panakos, the coordinator 
of  education and training at the Nas-
sau County Office of  Mental Health, 

took the stage to provide 
detailed instructions on 
how to use Narcan in an 
e m e r g e n c y.  P a n a k o s 
stressed the importance of  
early intervention and edu-
cating oneself  on the dan-
gers of  fentanyl.

“Please educate your-
self,” Panakos urged. “One 
pill can kill, and every time 
I say that, it touches my 
heart. Losing someone that 
you love because of  this 
infectious disease affects 
the user and the loved ones 
behind, so intervene early.”

During her presenta-
tion, Panakos shared the increase in 
fentanyl-related deaths, noting the 
number of  Americans dying from 
overdoses had tripled since 2021, and 
emphasized the importance of  contin-
ued education and intervention.

“In 2021, almost 130 Americans died 
every day to overdoses. Now in 2024, 

that number has tripled, and one in 16 
Americans who suffer from drug abuse 
will ask for help,” said Panakos. “So, 
continuous education is key. You’re 
going to say the same thing until 
you’ve made that impact on that per-
son. Sometimes, you have to hand-hold 
them to take them where they want to 
go, but recovery is sweet.”

S o m e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  s u g g e s t e d 
expanding the program to include stu-
dents during school hours.

“I think this could be a really great 
event to have during the school day, 
during students’ free periods,” said 
Vita Pipitone, a Glen Cove resident. 
“Things like Narcan training and CPR 
training are always very important 
and would be great for students to 
learn during the day as an extra educa-
tional benefit.”

DeRiggi-Whitton encouraged attend-
ees to reach out if  they were interested 
in hosting additional Narcan training 
sessions in their communities. 

“We hope to have many more train-
ing sessions in the future, and if  any-
one is interested in having a training, 
just reach out to my office, and I would 
love to be able to set that up,” said 
DeRiggi-Whitton.

Narcan training aims to curb deaths

F entanyl is 
ravaging 

our young 
people in the 
18 to 45 age 
group.

CORRINE KAUFMAN
Glen Cove 
grandmother
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With over 50 undergraduate degree programs, Molloy University 
combines academic excellence and leadership with personal 
mentoring. Molloy’s programs in healthcare, education, business 
and arts and sciences will lead you to an exciting career.

Here, you’ll think about your future in a whole new way.

molloy.edu

OPEN HOUSE   
Sunday, November 17 at 1 PM

MOL1301_Herald_HigherEd_10.25x6.30_v1_CMYK.indd   1 8/26/24   11:19 AM
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Joanne Yee/Herald photos

Dozens of vendors took over the streets of Sea Cliff.

Mini Mart, Sea Cliff ’s biggest street fair 
and one of  the most anticipated events of  the 
year, took over the village on Oct. 6 as vendors, 
musicians, residents and visitors enjoyed a 
beautiful day of  food, fun and community. 
Representatives from the North Shore Kiwan-
is Club, who organize the event,

Another year, another successful Mini Mart

Ellen Andriello, right, and her husband Paul 
made sure their dog Ollie had the most 
comfortable seat in the house at Mini Mart.

Thousands of people from across Long Island visited Sea Cliff for this year’s Mini Mart.

Ezra White, 2, attended his first Mini Mart with 
his dad, Michael.

North Shore Kiwanis volunteers like Vincent Labbate, left, Jessica 
Labbate, Delia Verna and Lisa Larsen Hill organized another successful 
Mini Mart.



City hopes to attract more part-time workers
Significant factors driving the increase 
include $577,000 in mandated contribu-
tions to the state’s local retirement sys-
tem, $538,000 in full-time employee sala-
ries and $515,000 in health care premi-
ums. Part-time employee wages are also 
set to increase by $115,330. 

“We have to give increases to attract 
new workers and to keep our work-
force,” the mayor said, pointing out that 
some part-time workers earn as little as 
$11 per hour, while fast-food jobs in the 
area pay significantly more. Increases 
in part-time wages will benefit employ-
ees in several city departments, includ-
ing Emergency Medical Services, the 
Youth Bureau and the Senior Center.

To offset some of  these increases, the 
budget anticipates reduced severance 
costs, down by $175,000, and a $100,000 
decrease in tax refunds. Panzenbeck 
also outlined several revenue streams 
that are expected to bolster city financ-
es in the coming year. Building permits 
are projected to generate $1.38 million, 
thanks to several development projects 
in the pipeline. The city is making con-
servative revenue estimates, however, 
because Panzenbeck wants to avoid 
relying too much on potential income.

Glen Cove’s school bus stop-arm 
enforcement program, implemented 

earlier this year, is expected to bring in 
$655,000 in revenue.  Panzenbeck 
described the program as having had 
“great success” in enhancing student 

safety. Other anticipated revenue 
increases include interest and penalties 
on property taxes and liens, which were 
under-budgeted this year. The city also 

expects an increase in EMS ambulance 
billing revenues due to the volume of  
calls and the mix of  services provided.

One notable fiscal challenge in 2025 
will be the expected shortfall in pay-
ments from RXR Realty’s Garvies Point 
development. Panzenbeck explained 
that the city had not received a $1.15 
million payment in lieu of  taxes from 
RXR this year, and next year’s $1.17 mil-
lion PILOT is also expected to go 
unpaid. The total loss of  $2.32 million 
will create a significant revenue gap, 
but Panzenbeck remained optimistic, 
saying, “We are going to get that some-
day, but I don’t believe it’s going to be 
any day soon.”

Despite the obstacles, she assured 
residents that the proposed property 
tax increase remains well below the 
allowable state tax cap. This is the 
city’s first tax increase in three years, 
which she attributed to the administra-
tion’s ability to carefully manage 
expenses and improve Glen Cove’s fis-
cal outlook.

“Our mission,” the mayor said, “is to 
right-size government through efficien-
cy, eliminate wasteful and non-essential 
spending, and manage down expense 
growth where possible.” 

The City Council is scheduled to vote 
on the proposed budget on Oct. 22.

Continued from page 1

Herald file photo

glen Cove’s proposed $65.4 million budget is $2 million larger than the current 
$63.45 million spending plan, an increase of about 3.11 percent.
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CELEBRATING THE LEGACY
OF OUR FOUNDER

Linda Breitstone

Tuesday, October 22, 2024
CREST HOLLOW COUNTRY CLUB • WOODBURY, NY

5:30 PM

Tast�
30thAnniversary
GOURMET TASTING EVENT

of the Harvest

2024
TH

CE
LE

BR
AT

IO
N

ANNIVERSARY
HONORING

Above & Beyond Award

2024 Linda Breitstone Spirit Award
John Aruanno  

Over 35 top Long Island restaurants serving their signature dishes.
Individual tickets and sponsorships available.

Ticket info: www.IHTASTE24.givesmart.com

or contact franca@islandharvest.org • 631.873.4775 x228
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By Melissa Berman

Health care professionals traded their 
scrubs and lab coats for suits and cock-
tail dresses at the third annual Herald 
Excellence in Healthcare Awards at the 
Heritage Club, in Bethpage, on Sept. 18, 
which honored the best in their field. 

The event, organized by the Richner-
LIVE team at the Long Island Herald, drew 
more than 300 attendees, and recognized 
more than 10 health care professions. 

“Tonight is not only a celebration of  
achievement, but also a sincere expres-
sion of  gratitude to those who tirelessly 
safeguard the health and well being of  
our community,” Amy Amato, Richner 
Communications’ executive director of  
corporate relations and events, said. 
“Your dedication, resilience and passion 
are truly inspiring.” 

Awards were presented to 46 health 
professionals, including three special 
honors: Distinguished Visionary, Organi-
zation of  Excellence and Excellence in 
Nursing Advocacy. 

“From dedicated doctors and nurses 
to visionary hospital executives and 
inspiring educators, these honorees are 
the backbone of  our communities’ 
health,” Stuart Richner, chief  executive 
of  Richner Communications, said. 

Michelle Ballan, of  the Stony Brook 
University Health Sciences Center, who 
received an Excellence in Healthcare 
award, expressed her gratitude for being 
recognized for her hard work. 

“It’s a tremendous honor to be here 
and to be celebrated, because I’m just a 
liaison for individuals with disabilities 
to eradicate and minimize the health 
care disparities that exist in different set-
tings,” Ballan said. “To be honored for 
the health care award, it’s really just an 
extension of  the work that my team does 
for individuals with disabilities, who are 
the true experts.” 

Having worked in the home care field 
for 20 years, Joseph Verdirame, CEO of  
Alliance Homecare/TrustHouse, has 
learned that there are no shortcuts, and 
you need to provide exceptional care for 
the patient, he said. 

“We’ve spent a lot of  time building 
and developing our business model to 
really enhance the way home care is pro-
vided in the industry,” Verdirame, who 
also won the Excellence in Healthcare 
award, said. “We’re very proud of  what 
we’ve accomplished today for all the 
work we’ve put in.” 

According to Luis Fandos, of  Alluring 
Age: Anti-Aging and Wellness Center, 
who won an Excellence in Healthcare 
award, it was a dream come true to be 
honored, and he finally feels that all the 
effort, sweat and tears he put into his 
work has come to fruition. 

“When you have other people recog-
nize what you do, and appreciate that, it’s 
priceless,” Fandos said. 

The keynote speaker was Stanley M. 
Bergman, chairman of  the board and 
chief  executive officer of  Henry Schein 
and the winner of  the Distinguished 
Visionary Award. “Health care is local, 
and it is critical that we maintain an out-
standing quality of  health care system 
here on Long Island,” Bergman said, and 

told the crowd, “Thank you for what you 
do, being amongst the nation’s best 
health care systems.”

The major sponsors of  the awards 
included Alliance Homecare, Henry 
Schein, Nassau University Medical Cen-
ter, the New York State Nurses Associa-
tion, Northwell Orthopedics, Stony 
Brook Medicine, The Aspen Group and 
Trusthouse.

Honoring Long Island’s best in health care

Muriel Donnelly, VP of PR at Parker 
Jewish Institute for Health Care and 
Rehabilitation, with Stuart Richner of 
Richner Communications.

Honoree Jennifer Lazzaro, of Hearing and 
Brain Centers of America, Long Island.

Honoree Denis Nankervis, of Peconic Bay Medical Center Northwell Health.

Honoree Dr. Howard Goodman, the Long Island Weight Loss Doctor, with Jessica 
Kleiman of the Long Island Herald.

Jason Thomas/Herald photos

Honoree Michelle Ballan, of Stony Brook University Health Sciences Center, with her family and friends.
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Jason Thomas/Herald photos

Honoree John McGuigan, of AHRC Suffolk, right, with 
Stuart Richner.

Honoree Dr. Brian Mayrsohn, of Maywell 
Health.

Dr. Jill Kaman, of the Donald and 
Barbara Zucker School of Medicine at 
Hofstra/Northwell.

Keynote and Distinguished Visionary 
recipient Stanley Bergman, of Henry Schein.

For more photos from the Excellence in Healthcare Awards Gala — and for a full list of sponsors — visit RichnerLive.com/24hcgallery/

Honorees Roxanne Carfora, of AgelessMD, and Dr. Luis 
Fandos, of Alluring Age: Anti-Aging and Wellness Center.

Honorees from Aspen Dental, Lina Patino, DDS, and Roumiana Tzvetkova, 
DMD.

Honoree Megan C. Ryan, of Nassau 
University Medical Center.

Honoree Catherine Canadeo, center, of Catherine Canadeo 
Health & Wellness Corp.

Holden Leeds/Herald photos

Dr. Todd J. Cohen, of New York Institute 
of Technology College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.

Melissa Schachter, of the Speech 
Language Place.



The Holocaust Memorial and Toler-
ance Center of  Nassau County  has 
appointed  Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews 
as its new Community Engagement 
Officer and Social Media Coordinator. 
Stevenson-Mathews brings a wealth of  
experience in media, production, and 
community outreach, having worked 
extensively in strategic communication 
and fostering connections between 
organizations and their communities. 
In his new role, he will collaborate 
closely with HMTC’s Executive Director 
and other key personnel to enhance the 
center’s outreach and expand its impact 
across Nassau County and beyond.

As Community Engagement Officer, 
Stevenson-Mathews will focus on 
increasing inclusion, engagement, and 
participation among diverse demo-
graphics. He will work to strengthen 
the center’s existing ties to the commu-
nity while fostering new relationships, 
ensuring that HMTC’s mission of  toler-
ance and education reaches a wider 
audience. His work will involve curat-
ing and creating content for the center’s 
social media platforms, with the goal of  
amplifying the center’s message and 
increasing its visibility.

Stevenson-Mathews has long been an 
advocate for HMTC’s mission. While his 
first formal collaboration with the cen-
ter came in May 2024, when he helped 

produce The Symphony of  Hope—a 
concert that promoted unity through 

music—he has been a supporter of  
HMTC’s initiatives for years, attending 

events and promoting the center’s 
efforts within the community. The con-
cert, a joint effort between HMTC, the 
Jerusalem Academy of  Music and 
Dance, and the Long Island Concert 
Orchestra, showcased the healing 
power of  music in fostering under-
standing across different cultures. Ber-
nie Furshpan, Co-Vice Chair of  HMTC’s 
Board, praised Stevenson-Mathews’ 
ability to engage the community and 
promote important causes.

Stevenson-Mathews has a long histo-
ry of  public service on Long Island. He 
is a former Glen Cove Councilman and 
the founder of  three non-profit organi-
zations, including the Tribute and 
Honor Foundation, which serves veter-
ans and their families. His contribu-
tions to the community have earned 
him several awards, including the 
North Shore Hispanic Chamber of  
Commerce’s Leadership Award.

“I am deeply honored to join the 
Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance 
Center,” Stevenson-Mathews said. “This 
role aligns with my passion for amplify-
ing important voices, and I look for-
ward to working with HMTC’s team to 
further its vital mission of  fostering 
understanding and promoting toler-
ance.”

–Roksana Amid

Stevenson-Mathews joins HMTC team

Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews

Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews is the Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center’s new 
Community Engagement Officer and Social Media Coordinator. He will work closely 
with HMTC Co-Vice Chairman Bernie Furshpan  and Executive Director Moji Pourmoradi.

Oc
to

be
r 1

0,
 2

02
4 

— 
GL

EN
 C

OV
E 

HE
RA

LD
14

 When you want to experience 
a steak that delivers rich, juicy, 

exquisite flavor and unparalleled 
quality in every bite, you 
don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318CGW     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 77318. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available
for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/24.  |  24M6729  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9629  |  1.888.792.3598
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 77318CGW

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

THE BEST STEAKS 
OF YOUR LIFE OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

12
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CELEBRATING

WE PUT THE POWER IN YOUR HANDS, THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY, TO NOMINATE AND VOTE  

FOR YOUR FAVORITE COMPANIES.

YOU COULD WIN $500

THE BEST
IN YOURCOMMUNITY

NOMINATION PERIOD: VOTING PERIOD:

OCT 11 - NOV 10 JAN 2 - 31
LICHOICEAWARDS.COM

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER.TO VOTE AND BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE $500 PRIZE AT LEAST 25 CATEGORIES MUST BE FILLED 
IN. $500 PRIZE IS A GIFT CARD. FOR COMPLETE OFFICIAL RULES GO TO: LICHOICEAWARDS.COM

THE BESTTHE BEST
YYYY
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STEPPING OUT

Anthony Pascal and 
Anthony Rapp
Get ready to be swept away with 
Adam Pascal and Anthony Rapp, 
the original stars of “Rent.” Their 
enduring friendship, spanning three 
decades, forms the heart and soul 
of this duo show, promising an 
evening fi lled with music, anecdotes 
and laughter. Pascal and Rapp’s 
friendship and history create an 
unforgettable evening of music, 
stories and fun. Expect songs 
from highlights throughout their 
careers, music that has infl uenced 
their lives, and of course some of 
the iconic hits from where it all 
began — meeting on the stage of  
“Rent.” Jonathan Larson’s iconic 
show, remains an international 
phenomenon, contuing a trajectory 
that began with it’s Off-Broadway 
opening all those years ago. 

Thursday, Oct. 17, 7:30 p.m. $69, 
$64, $54. Jeanne Rimsky Theater 
at Landmark on Main Street, 232 
Main St., Port Washington. Visit 
landmarkonmainstreet.org for tickets 
and information, or call (516) 767-
6444.

Tom Colicchio on 
‘why he cooks’
Get an unprecedented insights 
into the life of one of America’s 
top chefs when Tom Colicchio 
brings his “Why I Cook” book 
tour to the Paramount stage. Part 
memoir-part cookbook, Colicchio’s 
newest book shares an exclusive 
look inside the mind and kitchen 
of the beloved multiple-Award-
winning chef, restaurateur, and 
television personality. Colicchio 
cooked his fi rst recipe at 13-years-
old — a stuffed eggplant from 
an issue of Cuisine magazine that 
he picked up out of boredom — 
and it changed his life. Through 
10 memoir chapters and 60 
recipes, “Why I Cook” shares 
Colicchio’s personal refl ections 
of more than 40 years behind 
the stove. From pre-dawn fi shing 
excursions with his grandfather to 
running the fl at-top at the snack 
shack of the local swim club, to 
fi nding his way as a young chef in 
New York City, into Tom’s life yet.  

Saturday, Oct. 12, 2 p.m.$95, $65, 
$54, $35. The Paramount, 370 
New York Ave., Huntington. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.com or 
paramountny.com.

By Danielle Schwab

The Big Top has sprung up on Long Island once again for a Fl!p 
Circus spectacular that brings audiences up close to the action. 
 
 The circus spectacle, which wowed audiences here earlier 
in the spring, brings its intimate Big Top experience back, now 
through Oct. 15, to Hicksville’s Broadway Commons.
 Fl!p Circus was started by the Vazquez family, a long line of 
circus performers dating back over 50 years. Its older counterpart, 
the Circus Vazquez, originated in Mexico City in 1969 and has 
since ventured to the U.S. 
 While Circus Vazquez has one of the largest tents in America, 
Fl!p Circus has one of the smallest with around 800 seats. It brings 
a refreshing, more intimate look at the circus experience with no 
seat more than 50 feet from the ring. 
 “It makes it very different and very unique. We wanted to 
create a show that appealed more to the traditional side of the 
circus,” says Alexa Vazquez, a fourth-generation performer.
 “The seats are made for a 360-degree view, so wherever 

you’re sitting, you’re getting the 
best view. You feel like a part of the 

performance,” she continues.
 Training since she was 15, 

Vazquez showcases her acrobatic skills in her 
mesmerizing Hula Hoop gymnastics act. She 

weaves various hoops together simultaneously, 
including a giant hoop, the Cyr Wheel. 

 “It’s something where, if you lose concentration 
very quickly, it can go very wrong,” Vazquez explains. 

“But at the same time it’s fun because people see 
a gigantic wheel, but then they see a smaller one. It’s 

confusing for them, but fun at the same time.”
 Fl!p Circus takes traditional acts and gives them a 
contemporary twist with — in the grand circus tradition — 
an international fl air. Jugglers, trapeze artists and daredevils 
from throughout the world — including Brazil, India, 
Chile, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, Mexico, and the U.S. 
— live and travel together from location to location.
 That global fl avor is led by Brazil’s favorite clown, Bubi 
Guiner, who brings his classic comedic routines and 
side-splitting antics to the U.S. for the fi rst time. He 
may even invite you on stage as part of the show. 

 From India, watch as Hasan Ansari thrills 
audiences with his fl exibility, performing body-bending 
maneuvers on a wooden pole, leaving you wondering 
how a human body can do that. Ukraine’s Anastasia 
& Misha present a stunningly synchronized and poetic 
presentation of dance and acrobatics. Also Pavel Valla 
Bertini, a fi fth-generation performer from the Czech 
Republic, keeps everyone on the edge of their seats 

with his unparalleled one, three and even 15-wheeled 
unicycle skills.  
 Others delight audiences with their fast-paced juggling 
skills, energetic roller skating feats, graceful dancing and 
acrobatics.
 There’s always something new to enjoy, no matter 
how many times you go, according to Vasquez. 
 “Every year that it comes to town, you’re going to see 
a different show,” she says.
 Every act brings a different culture to the stage. Each is 
accompanied by a special musical score, played by the Fl!p 
Circus Band. The versatile soundtrack ranges from classic 
instrumental to upbeat rock. 
 “I always like to say, with Flip to expect the 
unexpected,” says Vazquez. “As you walk into the 
stands — (with) the music, the lights, and the way the 
atmosphere is set — you’re inside a different world, and 
it’s something that you have to experience yourself.”
 And, of course, there’s an assortment of tasty circus 
treats to munch on from the concession stand.
 Capturing over 200 years of circus tradition into 
high-energy show, Fl!p Circus invites everyone to immerse 
themselves in the experience.
 “We just want the audience to enjoy the show, and 
we want them to be transformed into what we’re doing,” 
says Vasquez. “We want the audience, when they come 
in, to feel welcome, to feel like they’re a part of the 
family.”

Fl!ppin’ out at 
the circus

  

•  Now through Oct. 15
•  Weekdays, 7 p.m.; Saturday, 

1 and 4 p.m.; Sunday, noon, 
3 p.m., 6 p.m.

•  Tickets start at $50 adult, 
$30 children; available at 
fl ipcircus.com or can be 
purchased in person at box 
offi ce

•  Broadway Commons, 358 N. 
Broadway, Hicksville

Photos courtesy Fl!p Circus
Modern yet vintage describes the Fl!p Circus 
experience.

It’s all a thrill with daredevils under the Big Top



THE
Your Neighborhood

Circle of Friends 
Glen Cove Circle Senior 
Center hosts its annual Circle 
of Friends. Wednesday, 
oct. 16, 6-8 p.m.  Enjoy a 
nice dinner, live music and 
dancing with friends. Open 
to all residents. $10. Call 
(516) 759-9610 or email 
Eric Shuman at eshuman@
glencoveny.gov for more 
information or to purchase 
tickets. 30 Glen St. Unit A, 
Glen Cove. 

Steve 
Martin 
and 
Martin 
Short

Icons, collaborators and 
dos amigos Steve Martin 
and Martin Short have a 
relationship that’s evolved 
in unexpected ways since 
their SNL days. Their comic 
prowess has surely reached 
new heights since their 
involvement in Hulu’s smash 
hit “Only Murders in the 
Building.” The pair takes 
another comic turn as special 
guest performers at Tilles 
Center’s 2024 Gala, Saturday, 
oct. 19, 8:30 p.m. These 
two funnyman display their 
impeccable talents as “The 
Dukes of Funnytown!” — a show that redefines the form in unexpected and profound ways, from 
two of the most influential and acclaimed talents of the past century. 
     Their humor is often subversive, but it is always a joyous self-deprecating romp from two 
comedy masters driven to make each other laugh as much as the audience. The jokes come at you 
at a rapid-fire pace with little set-up and big punch lines as they mock Hollywood and the fickle 
nature of celebrity, but the comedy truly soars when they lovingly (and relentlessly) roast each 
other. Martin and Short’s chemistry and timing on stage reflects a friendship forged over three 
decades which developed when they met for the first time on the set of the 1986 film “Three 
Amigos.” These two titans of comedy have been touring together since 2015, when they launched 
their first live show entitled “A Very Stupid Conversation.” Tickets start at $70. LIU Post campus, 
720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville. Tickets available at TillesCenter.org or (516) 299-3100.

Oct.
19

‘The Birthday Party’
Looking for something to 
do this Halloween season 
that isn’t just for kids? Visit 
Sands Point Preserve for an 
exclusive, immersive theatrical 
production, “The Birthday 
Party,” held in a secluded, 
opulent mansion, Saturday, oct. 
12, 7-8:30 p.m. and 9-10:30 p.m.; 
also oct. 18-19, oct. 25, oct. 
31, and Nov. 1. For those who 
attended Archie’s last “Birthday 
Party,” rest assured, there are 
new surprises in store. 
     Guests will be blindfolded 
and escorted to a secret location 
on the property, Villa Vanitas, 
to celebrate the enigmatic Lord 
Archibald Axel Von Finkelshorn 
Chatterton’s 30th birthday. He is 
a witless charmer on the cusp of 
a life-changing revelation, and 
everyone’s invited to witness 
his journey on a night that 
promises to be unforgettable 
and delightfully unpredictable. 
Cocktail attire preferred. 
$175 per person. Sands Point 
Preserve, 127 Middle Neck 
Road. For information, visit 
SandsPointPreserve Conservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901.

 Adelphi’s Best of 
Broadway: Decades
Jump into the dazzling world 
of Broadway as Adelphi’s 
talented students bring to 
life the magic of shows that 
opened 10, 20, 30 or more 
years ago, Sunday, oct. 20, 4 
p.m. Enjoy modern and classic 
Broadway hits from shows like 
“Suffs” (2024); “Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical” (2014); 
“Sunday in the Park with 
George” (1984) and “Anything 
Goes” (1934). Adelphi 
University Performing Arts 
Center, 1 South Ave., Garden 
City. (516) 877-4000 or Adelphi.
edu/pac.
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SILVER SPONSORS REFRESHMENT
SPONSOR

VENUE SPONSOR

SUFFOLK Y JCC (SYJCC)
74 HAUPPAUGE RD
COMMACK

10AM-2:00PM

NOVEMBER 3
JOIN US! IT’S

FREE

RAFFLES • VENDORS • 
PANEL DISCUSSION •

Q&A & MORE!
FREE

TO-GO
LUNCH

*FOR FIRST 150
ATTENDEES

OPPORTUNITIES AND SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: CONTACT AMY AMATO AT AAMATO@LIHERALD.COM OR CALL 516.569.4000 X224

RSVP BY EMAILING ACOX@LIHERALD.COM OR CALL 516.569.4000 X273

NOVEMBEREXPO.EVENTBRITE.COM

REGISTER TODAY!

MEDIA PARTNER:
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Game Time
Drop by Bayville Free Library, 
Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m., for 
casual table games. Bring 
your own games or use games 
offered by the library such as; 
cards, Canasta, Mah Jongg, 
Scrabble, chess, checkers, 
backgammon, and jigsaw 
puzzles. No registration 
required. 34 School St. For 
more information, visit 
BayvilleFreeLibrary.org or call 
(516) 628-2765.

Raynham Hall Tour 
of Oyster Bay
Raynham Hall Museum 
invites all to stroll along 
the two-hour Oyster Bay 
Historic Walk, Saturday, Oct. 
12, 10 a.m.-noon. The one-
and-a-half mile loop takes 
you to multiple historic 
sites, each whispering 
stories of the town’s vibrant 
colonial roots and its role 
in America’s formative 
years. $20 members; $25 for 
general admission. 30 W. 
Main St., Oyster Bay. Visit 
raynhamhallmuseum.org for 
tickets and information.

On exhibit
Nassau County Museum of Art ‘s latest exhibition 
“Seeing Red: Renoir to Warhol,” reveals the many 
meanings, connotations, and associations of this 
powerful color in art. Evoking strong emotion, red can 
represent the human condition. Its myriad variations 
have come to signify authority as well as love, energy 
and beauty. Red warns us of peril and commands 
us to stop, but it can also indicate purity and good 
fortune. Red boldly represents political movements 
and religious identities. From the advent of our 
appreciation for this color in antiquity to its continued prominence in 
artistic and popular culture, this exhibition will span various world cultures 
through a range of media. 
     It features more than 70 artists, both established and emerging, 
ranging from the classical to the contemporary. American portraitists 
such as Gilbert Stuart imbued red in their stately paintings of prominent 
individuals to conjure authority. Robert Motherwell, Ad Reinhardt, and 
other major abstract painters displayed a deep fascination with red in their 
commanding compositions that evoke a sense of chromatic power. And, 
of course, Andy Warhol is known for his bold and imposing silkscreened 
portrait of Vladimir Lenin saturated in bright red to his signature 
Campbell’s Soup Cans. On view through Jan. 5. Nassau County Museum of 
Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or NassauMuseum.org.

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and 
create at Family Saturdays 
at Nassau County Museum 
of Art. The drop-in program 
returns for a new season, 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 9, noon-3 
p.m. Get inspired by the art 
and objects in the galleries 
and then join educators at 
the Manes Center to explore 
and discover different 
materials to create your own 
original artwork. 
     Kids and their adult 
partners connect while 
talking about and making 
art together. A new project 
is featured every week. $20 
adult, $10 child. Registration 
required. Nassau County 
Museum of Art, 1 Museum 
Dr., Roslyn Harbor. Visit 
NassauMuseum.org for more 
information and to register 
or call (516) 484-9337.

Spooky Fest is back 
A Halloween experience not 
to be missed, Spooky Fest is an 
outdoor adventure  perfect for 
families, whether you want to 
be scared — or prefer seasonal 
fun of the non-scary kind. 
Join in the fun at the Center 
for Science, Teaching and 
Learning, every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday throughout 
October. Along the way in 
the updated and beautifully 
lit up Enchanted Walk you 
will see dinosaurs, aliens and 
friendly witches, costumed 
characters and more, including 
the Mystical Garden. Get your 
fortune told, make a craft and 
dance with the Halloween DJ, 
along with face painting and 
the Amazing Glow tent. 
     For those who want a scare, 
venture into the Haunted 
Woods, where zombies and 
dinosaurs hang out.  Admission 
starts at $22. 1450 Tanglewood 
Road, Rockville Centre. 
Visit CSTL.org for call (516) 764-
0045 for more information.

Tribute concert
Plaza Theatricals’ tribute series continues, Sunday, Oct 20, 2:30 p.m., 
with Shades of Grey. From his best-remembered role as the iconic Master 
of Ceremonies in “Cabaret,”both on Broadway and in the film version, 
to his more recent portrayal as the Wizard of Oz in “Wicked,” Joel Grey 
continues to entertain audiences of all ages. And now, continuing his own 
tradition of creating unique and memorable performances, Bob Spiotto 
takes to the boards once again, in both story and song, to educate and 
entertain, as he pays tribute to this legendary performer. See the concert 
at 700 Hempstead Tpke., Elmont. $40, $35 seniors. Elmont. For tickets, call 
(516) 599-6870 or visit PlazaTheatrical.com.

In concert
Veteran singer-songwriter and Sea Cliff resident, Nini Camps hosts 
longtime friends/touring partners, Edie Carey and Sarah Sample, at Sea 
Cliff Arts Council, performing songs from their new album, “Lantern in 
the Dark,” Thursday, Oct. 17 at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $25. 86 Roslyn Ave., Sea 
Cliff.  Get tickets at seacliffartscouncil.org.
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Meri age Wine Bar

Raising a Glass to 7 Years
of Flavor, Passion & Community

Raising a Glass to 7 Years
of Flavor, Passion & Community

Join us for Daily Specials!!
Monday:
1/2 Priced Bottles of wine
$25 Per Person Bottomless Mussels
Tuesday:
$5 Margaritas
$2 Pineapple Tequila Shots
Wednesday:
Whisky Flights From $15-$100
Thursday:
$5 Well Martinis

Monday - Friday Happy Hour 4PM-6PM
Monday - Thursday Prix Fix Specials
4 for Forty: Four-course meal for $40 PP
Tomahawk Indulgence: $200 Per Couple
a four-course meal and a bottle of Plumpjack Merlota four-course meal and a bottle of Plumpjack Merlot

20% Coupon
Dine in Only - Cannot Be

Combined with other Promotions,
Discounts or Special Offers exp. 10/31/24

20% Coupon
Dine in Only - Cannot Be

Combined with other Promotions,
Discounts or Special Offers exp. 10/31/24

90 School St, Glen Cove NY, 11542
516-801-0055 - https://www.meritageglencove.com 12
72

01
1

Family Meal
Serves A Family Of Four

Chose 1 in each section
$54.00

Salad or Vegetable
House Salad
Caesar Salad

Sauteed Broccoli
Mixed Vegetables

Pasta
Penne Tomato Sauce

Penne Ala Vodka
Baked Ziti

Rigatoni with Broccolli
Garlic & Oil

Entree
Chicken Marsala

Chicken Parmigina
Chicken Francese

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Meatballs

Grab A Slice

Come Taste the Difference a Family Tradition Makes
Dine In  • Take out • Brick oven • Gelato Stand • Special Events

Catering • Open 7 days a Week

21 Cedar Swamp Road, Glen Cove, New York 11542
516-801-4000
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT.    
NASSAU COUNTY. L&L  
ASSOCIATES HOLDING  
CORP., Pltf. vs. ROSALIE  
SANDILLO-LOTITO, et al,  
Defts. Index  
#608412/2021. Pursuant  
to judgment of  
foreclosure and sale 

entered June 4, 2024, I  
will sell at public auction  
on the North Side Steps  
of the Nassau Supreme  
Court, 100 Supreme Court  
Drive, Mineola, NY on  
October 22, 2024 at 2:30  
p.m. premises k/a Section  
21, Block 256, Lot 8. Sold  
subject to terms and  
conditions of filed 

judgment and terms of  
sale and the right of the  
United States of America  
to redeem within 120  
days from the date of sale  
as provided by law. The  
sale will take place “rain  
or shine.” If proper social  
distancing cannot be  
maintained or there are  
other health or safety 

concerns, then the court  
appointed referee will  
cancel the foreclosure  
auction. RONALD J.  
FERRARO, Referee. LEVY  
& LEVY, Attys. for Pltf.,  
12 Tulip Drive, Great  
Neck, NY. #101798
149045

Public Notices
LGLE1
1010

Search for  notices online at: 
www.newyorkpublicnotices.com 
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By WILL SHEELINE
wsheeline@liherald.com

The youth group DUO, short for “Do 
Unto Others,” at St. John’s of  Latting-
town Episcopal Church has been mak-
ing a significant impact on the Glen 
Cove community through their collab-
orative art project, “Doors.” The proj-
ect, now in its second year, brings 
together high school students from 
Glen Cove, North Shore, Locust Valley, 
and nearby private schools with home-

less or for merly 
h o m e l e s s  m e n 
from Glen Cove. 
Together, they cre-
ate art and build 
connections.

Courtney Calla-
han, the organizer 
of  the DUO group, 
explained that the 
group’s mission is 
rooted in commu-
nity service and 
interfaith collabo-
ration. 

“We have kids 
from all different high schools, and it’s 
really exciting to see how this mix of  
young people brings energy to every-
thing they do,” she said.

“Doors” was inspired by the idea of  
new beginnings and opportunities. For 
the project, participants paint on actu-
al doors, symbolizing transitions and 
the opening of  new chapters in life. 

Last year, the group worked on can-
vases, but this year they decided to 
take the concept to the next level by 
painting on doors. 

Sammy Zarou, one of  the youth 
leaders and a senior at Locust Valley 
High School, has been part of  DUO 
since its early days.

“We wanted to do something mean-
ingful with the men at the shelter, and 
after talking to them, we realized that 
art was a way to connect,” Zarou said. 
“This project has helped integrate 
these men into the community. We talk 

to them, hear their stories, 
and now, when we see them 
on the street, we wave and 
we chat. It’s about building 
relationships and breaking 
down barriers.”

Riccardo Rodriguez, a 
for merly homeless man 
and one of  the ar tists 
involved in the project, said 
he was grateful for the 
opportunity to contribute. 

“I was homeless once, so 
I  understand what  i t ’s 
l i ke, ”  Ro d r i g u e z  s a i d . 
“Even though I  have a 
home now, I still identify 
with them. Painting on 
these doors gave me a way 
to express myself  and tell 
my story.”

The collaboration has 
been impactful for both the 
students and the men they 
work with. Callahan shared 
that DUO has about 40 par-
ticipants, with students 
w o rk i n g  o n  d i f f e r e n t 
aspects of  the group’s proj-
ects throughout the year. 
Despite the challenges, Cal-
lahan said the youth group 
continues to  g row and 
evolve, driven by a shared 
sense of  purpose.

David Nunez, left and Riccardo Rodriguez worked with members of St. John’s of 

Using art to bring the community closer

Will Sheeline/Herald photos 

DUO members spent months working on the ‘Doors’ exhibition with homeless men from around Glen Cove.

Both the youth group members and the artists collab-
orated to create the central piece of the exhibit.

I t’s about 
building 

relationships 
and breaking 
down barriers.

Sammy Zarou
leader, DUO
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516-569-4000 PRESS 5
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black
forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

TO 
ADVERTISE 

ON THIS 
PAGE

PLEASE CALL  
516-569-4000 ext. 286

OR EMAIL  ereynolds@liherald.com
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FREE
Estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

HAndymAn 
SERviCES

CALL DAVE davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (WIRE)
631-667-9473 (WIRE)
516-353-1118 (TEXT)

• Flat Tvs mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High definition Television Antennas installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable Tv Extensions  

& Computer Wiring installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

WIREMAN/CABLEMAN

Serviced

Veterans 
10% Off

12
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23
3

1268281

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

12
70
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1963

NORTH SHORE
TRANSPORTATION

516-627-6666

•  LOWEST PRICES
•  LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
•  LIRR SERVICES TO AND FROM 
    MANHASSET & PORT WASHINGTON STATIONS

 1
24

36
67

•  AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
    ALL AIRPORTS - BLACK CARS

•  MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS
•  24 HOUR COURIER 
    & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

1261831

HERALD

Presented by

lichoiceawards.com

202320232023-2024
WINNER
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1268251

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid
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Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything! 

We Clean It Up & Take It Away!
REsIdEnTIAl & COmmERCIAl

516-538-1125
strongarmcontractingli.com

FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE RATES

AAA CHEAP TREE

12
52

41
8

Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

ALL PHASES OF TREE WORK
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

GuARAnTEED BEST PRICE!
aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

12
68

58
5



21
GLEN COVE HERALD — October 10, 2024

T he bestselling, superbly gifted 
novelist Nelson DeMille recently 
died. The author of  23 books, 
including 17 bestsellers, DeMille 

was so much more than a brilliant writ-
er. He was first and foremost an out-
standing human being and a loyal 
friend. 

The first book of  his that I read was 
“Cathedral,” in the early 1980s. It was a 

gripping tale of  
an attack on the 
St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade and St. 
Patrick’s Cathe-
dral. I was 
hooked. Among 
all of  Demille’s 
books, I found 
“Gold Coast,” a 
satiric depiction 
of  Long Island’s 
North Shore, to be 
a true classic. My 
wife, Rosemary, 

became an almost obsessive reader of  
his works.

I didn’t actually meet DeMille until 
the early 2000s, when I was privileged to 
be invited to several lunches hosted by 
Mets owner Fred Wilpon and New York 
jurist Sol Wachtler at which DeMille 
was also a guest. I was struck immedi-
ately by what a regular guy he was. 
Totally unassuming and down-to-earth. 
Humorous. Extremely intelligent, and 

knowledgeable on so many topics. 
Never once telling us how many best-
sellers he authored, or mentioning his 
service in Vietnam as an infantry com-
mander, for which he was awarded a 
Bronze Star.

Those early gatherings 
opened the way for lunch-
es, dinners and social gath-
erings at which Rosemary 
and I would see Nelson and 
his wife, Sandy, as well as 
get-togethers he and I 
would have with guys we 
each knew. I distinctly 
recall the wonderful eve-
ning Rosemary and I 
enjoyed at DeMille’s home, 
celebrating his 75th birth-
day with his family and a 
multitude of  friends.

Conversations with him ran the 
gamut of  his varied interests, including 
dedication to his family and his concern 
for others. Nothing was more saddening 
or distressing than when Sandy, a non-
smoker, was stricken with lung cancer. 
The years following her diagnosis in 
2014 were marked by peaks of  hope, but 
then by the darkest valley in 2018, when 
Sandy succumbed after waging a coura-
geous, uncomplaining struggle. 

She was an absolute delight to be 
with. Intelligent and always upbeat. 
Sandy was the center of  her husband’s 
life. She was especially friendly with 

Rosemary, who, in what turned out to be 
Sandy’s final social event, invited her to 
a formal congressional lunch in Wash-
ington honoring then first lady Melania 
Trump. 

That evening, Sandy joined Rose-
mary, our daughter, Erin, 
and me for dinner at a Cap-
itol Hill restaurant, and 
she was as outgoing and 
upbeat as ever. Just 
months later, in September 
2018, she died. As devastat-
ed as he was, Nelson never 
showed even the slightest 
bit of  self-pity.

Rosemary and I contin-
ued to get together with 
DeMille and, if  anything, 
our friendship and admira-
tion for him only deep-

ened. More than ever, I realized that, 
with all his fame and success, he was, at 
heart, still the blue-collar guy who grew 
up in Elmont. Though he moved easily 
with the socially upscale and the mov-
ers and shakers, he very much identi-
fied with cops, firefighters, construction 
workers and military veterans. Those 
were the people who, through guts and 
dedication, make our nation work with 
little recognition or acclaim. 

DeMille also never left Long Island. 
His roots were here, and this was where 
he stayed.

He continued his literary efforts, 

writing, as always, in longhand on yel-
low legal pads, and rushing feverishly 
to meet his publisher’s deadlines. His 
final work was “Blood Line,” published 
in 2023, which he co-wrote with his son, 
Alex. Last Oct. 11 I had the privilege of  
moderating a discussion of  “Blood 
Line” with the two of  them before a 
large audience at LIU Post. 

Weeks later, on Oct. 28, Rosemary, 
and I got together with DeMille at the 
Paramount, in Huntington, at a recep-
tion prior to a performance by Bill 
O’Reilly and Sid Rosenberg. DeMille 
was in good spirits, and seemed entirely 
healthy, but that was the last time we 
were with him. Soon after, he let us 
know he was being treated for cancer, 
but was confident all would be well. 

This went on for months. On June 6, 
Rosemary received an email from him, 
saying he had just one procedure left, 
and then we’d be getting together for 
dinner. That was the last we heard from 
him. Nelson died of  esophageal cancer 
on Sept. 17. 

His wake and funeral, attended by 
hundreds of  admirers and friends, were 
a celebration of  a wonderful man of  
great accomplishment. He will be 
missed. Nelson DeMille, R.I.P.

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of  the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. Comments? 
pking@ liherald.com.

T he 
bestselling 

author was still 
the blue-collar 
guy who grew up 
in Elmont.

opinions
Remembering a cherished friendship with Nelson DeMille

A historic election for all the wrong reasons

T his has been a political year like 
no other in my lifetime. It may 
be the only year that was domi-
nated by mean-spirited and ugly 

conduct, all in the name of  winning an 
election. I am not naïve, having run 12 
successful campaigns for public office. 
But the desperate campaign being run 

by Donald Trump, 
in his quest for 
renewed power, 
will stand out in 
the history books 
for many years to 
come.

Let’s start with 
this backdrop. 
Trump lost the 
2020 election by 7 
million votes. His 
years of  claims 
that his success 
was “stolen” are 
fake by any mea-

sure. He admitted that he was beaten by 
challenging the election results in 
Georgia. If  you lost an election, why 
would you be asking the Georgia secre-
tary of  state to “find 11,780 votes”? 
What is sad is that there are millions of  
Americans who have fallen for that cha-
rade.

The second historical event that 

taints the Trump re-election effort is 
the Jan. 6, 2021, riot on Capitol Hill. 
Trump once told Americans that they 
shouldn’t believe what they saw with 
their own eyes. Whether you’re blind or 
able to see, at Trump’s urg-
ing, hundreds of  people 
broke down the doors to 
the Capitol and destroyed 
government property, and 
their actions contributed 
to the death of  five people. 
That is not my conclusion. 
It is the findings of  count-
less jurors who heard the 
facts after weeks and 
weeks of  criminal trials.

And so, with the blem-
ish of  a torrent of  facts 
that would undo any re-
election effort, Trump commenced his 
2024 campaign. He once claimed he 
would “drain the swamp,” but instead 
he has created a new swamp by con-
ducting a campaign heavy with racial 
undertones, vicious personal attacks 
and attacks on the American court sys-
tem.

There have been so many vitriolic 
assaults that it would take more than 
one column to adequately describe all 
of  them. One of  the current ones that 
deserves public scorn is his attacks on 

the Haitian community in Springfield, 
Ohio. Despite the pleas of  the Republi-
can governor of  Ohio, the mayor of  
Springfield and many other elected offi-
cials, both Trump and his running 

mate, Sen. J.D. Vance, have 
continued to spread false 
charges about Haitians 
eating dogs and cats. 

I long ago learned that 
personal attacks on your 
opponent don’t get much 
voter applause. Trump has 
decided that calling his 
challenger, Vice President 
Kamala Harris, “mentally 
impaired” is a way to get 
voter support. He also 
thinks that attacking her 
appearance is a way to win 

over skeptical women voters. These 
tasteless tactics are not the way to get 
the support of  the fast-shrinking inde-
pendent vote.

One of  the winning ways to get vot-
ers to be your boosters is to offer solid 
policy proposals and to give the public a 
chance to hear your vision for the next 
10-plus years. Trump has offered little 
in way of  new ideas, but has Project 
2025 as his policy proposal. That 
900-plus-page volume, drafted by former 
officials of  his administration, calls for 

dismantling the federal government as 
we know it and turning it over to pre-
screened loyalists who will complete a 
menu of  bureaucratic horrors.

Perhaps the most vexing part of  the 
current Trump effort is his constant 
harping on what he thinks our country 
looks like. He describes America as a 
“failed state.” His vision of  the nation 
is depressing and false. He claims that 
many thousands of  the migrants who 
have come to America have committed 
major crimes. Any honest presidential 
contender would not tear down the 
country at a time when it wants a lead-
er with a brighter view of  the nation. 

Obviously, my view of  the Trump 
campaign is not a flattering one. Am I a 
partisan? I have spent all of  my life cul-
tivating relationships with my Republi-
can counterparts, and have succeeded 
because of  our mutual respect. But I 
draw the line when it comes to Donald 
Trump. I just don’t think he is the true 
face of  America.

Jerry Kremer was an assemblyman for 23 
years, and chaired the Assembly’s Ways 
and Means Committee for 12 years. He 
now heads Empire Government Strate-
gies, a business development and legisla-
tive strategy firm. Comments about this 
column? jkremer@liherald.com.

D onald 
Trump’s 

vision of the 
nation is 
depressing and 
false.
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Herald editorial
Calling for fire safety, honoring local volunteers

W ith Fire Prevention Week — 
Oct. 6-12 — upon us, it’s 
important to reflect on the 
significance of  fire safety 

in our communities, and to recognize 
the extraordinary contributions of  the 
volunteer firefighters and emergency 
medical technicians who keep us safe. 

These men and women are truly local 
heroes, but they are also neighbors just 
a phone call away who risk their lives in 
hazardous situations that include fires 
and floods. They should never be taken 
for granted, and this annual observance 
serves as a reminder that we all have a 
role to play in preventing fires and 
responding to emergencies of  all kinds.

There are 71 fire departments in Nas-
sau County — 69 all-volunteer, and two 
with both professionals and volunteers 
— along with six volunteer ambulance 
corps that provide fire, technical rescue 
and emergency medical help, all serving 
1.3 million residents. In Suffolk, more 
than 125 volunteer fire and EMS agen-
cies serve that county’s population of  
more than 1.5 million. 

Fire Prevention Week is a nationwide 
campaign aimed at raising awareness 
of  fire hazards and promoting practices 
that can saves lives. President Calvin 
Coolidge proclaimed it a national obser-
vance in 1925 to commemorate the Great 
Chicago Fire of  1871, which devastated 
much of  the city and claimed hundreds 
of  lives.

“Smoke Alarms: Make them work for 
you!” is this year’s theme. The goal is to 

educate people about the crucial role 
smoke alarms play in preventing injury 
and death when a fire breaks out in a 
home.

Three of  every five home fire deaths 
occur in properties without working 
smoke alarms, and the risk of  dying in 
a house fire is cut in half  when there 
are functioning alarms, according to the 
National Fire Protection Association. 
This underscores the fact that fire pre-
vention isn’t just about avoiding acci-
dents — it’s about saving lives.

The American Red Cross also stresses 
the importance of  installing smoke 
alarms. At the organization’s Sound the 
Alarm events, volunteers install smoke 
alarms for free. For more information, 
go to RedCross.org.

Education is paramount, too. Chil-
dren, adults and seniors benefit from 
learning how to prevent fires and to 
respond appropriately if  one breaks 
out. Teaching children not to play with 
matches, encouraging adults to avoid 
being distracted while cooking and 
reminding seniors to be mindful of  elec-
trical appliances are just a few essential 
lessons that can reduce the likelihood 
of  fires. 

It’s also important to honor the brave 
people who respond when fires and 
other emergencies occur. Volunteer fire-
fighters often juggle full-time jobs and 
family responsibilities, yet they still 
make time to respond to calls for help — 
whether it’s a house fire, a car accident 
or a medical emergency.

They undergo extensive training to 
ensure that they are equipped to handle 
the myriad dangerous conditions that 
can arise in an emergency, and they are 
often the only line of  defense when a 
home catches fire and lives are on the 
line. It’s no wonder that so many people 
find firefighters’ dedication so inspir-
ing. 

The same is true for volunteer EMTs, 
who provide critical care during medi-
cal emergencies, administering life-sav-
ing treatment before a victim can be 
transported to a hospital. Their swift 
action and expertise often mean the dif-
ference between life and death.

A former Long Island volunteer fire-
fighter and EMT who continues to serve 
as a paid paramedic and a New York 
City police officer explained why he 
became a first responder.  

“I wanted to participate in something 
that allowed me to help my neighbors at 
their most vulnerable points in life, 
while also providing me with valuable 
life experience and training,” he told 
the Herald. “The fire department put 
me on a path to serve the people and 
communities that I live and work in, as 
well as (having) a second family I know 
would come to my aid should my family 
or I need it.” 

We strongly urge you to be there for 
your local fire department’s next fund-
raiser or open house, salute the volun-
teers at their next holiday parade and, 
if  you’re able, consider becoming one of  
them.

letters
Letter writer defending D’Esposito 
was ‘splitting hairs’
To the Editor:

In his letter last week, “Is D’Esposito vulnerable to a 
House probe?” Christopher Kane complained that the 
Herald owes Congressman Anthony D’Esposito an apolo-
gy for an article about the hiring of  his mistress and the 
daughter of  his fiancée that was headlined “D’Esposito 
faces ethics probe over hiring.” Kane argued, in part, that 
D’Esposito didn’t violate any ethics rules because he 
wasn’t married to his fiancée.

However, according to a Sept. 23 article in The New 
York Times, “The House code of  conduct prohibits mem-
bers of  Congress from employing spouses or relatives, 
including stepchildren. Though Mr. D’Esposito has never 
married, congressional ethics experts said that employ-
ing a woman akin to his stepdaughter, who shared a 
home with him, could breach the requirement that mem-
bers of  Congress ‘adhere to the spirit and the letter of  the 
rules.’”

The Times article continued, “A separate provision 
adopted in the wake of  the #MeToo movement explicitly 
states that lawmakers ‘may not engage in a sexual rela-
tionship with any employee of  the House who works 

under the supervision of  the mem-
ber.’”

Although D’Esposito was not mar-
ried to his fiancée, with whom he was 

allegedly cohabiting, it appears that in 
his letter, Kane was doing nothing 
more than splitting hairs!

Lastly, while he criticizes Laura 
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opinions
Blakeman’s actions bring serious risks for first responders

in recent months, Nassau County 
Executive Bruce Blakeman has pur-
sued a number of  controversial 
measures that, in addition to likely 

being unconstitutional, bring with them 
a number of  unintended consequences 
that will negatively impact our police 

and first respond-
ers.

The most glar-
ing of  those 
actions is Blake-
man’s provisional 
emergency spe-
cial deputy sher-
iff  program. 
Known more com-
monly as the 
“militia,” this 
misguided initia-
tive has sparked 
tremendous con-
cern in a number 

of  local police departments. Even as the 
first classes of  “militia” cadets have 
now graduated and are in the process of  
being activated, our concerns about 
their training, how they will be identi-
fied, and how and when these “depu-
ties” can and will be deployed remain 
unaddressed by the Blakeman adminis-
tration, which continues to stonewall 

the County Legislature’s Democratic 
minority and the public.

The Republican majority’s public 
mask ban, which Blakeman eagerly 
signed into law, is another piece of  legis-
lation that puts our police 
officers in highly precari-
ous situations. Under this 
measure, it’s up to an offi-
cer to determine the 
“intent” of  a person wear-
ing a mask. This would 
expose our officers to 
thorny constitutional and 
medical privacy issues 
under the Fifth Amend-
ment and HIPAA laws. 
Moreover, there’s the risk 
that a sick person could 
feel pressured to remove 
their mask, thereby exposing the offi-
cers and the public to Covid or some 
other airborne disease.

To address concerns about constitu-
tionality and practicality, the minority 
caucus proposed a more narrowly tai-
lored mask law — the Masked Crime 
Accountability Act — that would reduce 
the burden on our law enforcement offi-
cers by focusing specifically on punish-
ing those who use masks while commit-
ting crimes. While our bill is a clearer 

deterrent to crime, the Republican 
majority pushed through its version of  
the law without considering public con-
cerns or the potential consequences.

For both of  these measures, there is 
the issue of  how effectively 
they can be enforced, if  at 
all. The same goes for 
Blakeman’s banning of  
transgender female ath-
letes using county sports 
facilities, which, like the 
mask ban, is being chal-
lenged in court. How is an 
officer, having been called 
to one of  the situations 
created by these laws, 
expected to proceed? How 
rigorously should an offi-
cer attempt to verify some-

one’s claim that they qualify for an 
exemption under the mask ban? How 
can an officer navigate a heated con-
frontation over claims that a young ath-
lete is violating the ban on trans ath-
letes? Are we going to start interrogat-
ing athletes over their gender identity? 
It’s all a recipe for disaster, and even 
more lawsuits against the county — liti-
gation that you, the taxpayer, will end 
up footing the bill for.

With budget season now upon us, I 

believe it is essential to analyze these 
controversial measures through another 
lens — police overtime. When we con-
sider possible impacts on law enforce-
ment professionals, we must factor in 
how these measures could further bur-
den our officers and increase their 
workloads — especially as we ponder 
other proposals that could elevate over-
time costs. Before the county clears the 
way for a casino or any other major 
development or legislative initiative 
that could be a significant driver of  
overtime, we would be wise to commis-
sion a thorough evaluation. 

Specific to the casino, initial projec-
tions of  $1.8 million being sufficient to 
cover the resulting overtime — which is 
just one quarter of  1 percent of  our cur-
rent overtime budget — seem far-
fetched. A rigorous review would go a 
long way toward revealing the true and 
accurate costs, so that law enforcement 
agencies serving not only the county, 
but also its cities and villages, can bud-
get wisely and gear their training 
resources toward addressing every one 
of  these new endeavors.

Delia DeRiggi-Whitton represents Nassau 
County’s 11th Legislative District and is 
the minority leader of  the Legislature.

DELiA  
DeRiGGi-WHiTTon

H ow will 
a police 

officer verify 
a claim of an 
exception to the 
mask ban?

FRAmEWoRk by Tim Baker

At the Family Street Festival — Bellmore

Election Letters to the Editor policy
In the interest of fairness and transparency during the election season, 

we will not publish letters in the Oct. 31-Nov. 6 issue, the final one before 
Election Day, that criticize a candidate or a specific issue. This is to ensure 

that no last-minute submissions are published without sufficient opportunity for 
rebuttal. Readers are encouraged to send letters to execeditor@liherald.com.

LETTERs
Gillen, who “identifies as a Catholic,” 
apparently Kane is not that troubled by 
D’Esposito’s reported affair with a mar-
ried woman (which ended her marriage) 
while he was engaged to someone else.

Do we really want to be represented 
by someone who is so ethically chal-
lenged?

RoBERT ToLLE
Cedarhurst

Abortion rights          
must be enshrined          
in N.Y.’s Constitution
To the Editor:

I was unclear about Proposition 1, 
and my concern grew when I learned 
that women in states with abortion bans 
are dying. I wondered if  New York’s 
abortion laws could withstand the radi-
cal extremists influencing our Supreme 
Court, Congress and potentially the 
White House. Despite Republican assur-
ances against a national abortion ban, I 
remain skeptical, especially since the 
Supreme Court previously deemed Roe 
v. Wade settled law.

Moreover, the GoP made no effort to 
block the proposed ban on the abortion 
pill. While an outright abortion ban 
may not be imminent, without enshrin-
ing abortion rights in New York’s Con-
stitution, it’s plausible that there will be 
attempts to erode women’s rights gradu-

ally. For these reasons, it’s crucial to 
condemn the fear-mongering falsehoods 
spread by the radical right about the 
ballot initiative and to vote “yes” on 
Proposition 1.

STEPHANIE CAPUANo
Wantagh

Now Trump will approve 
the SALT deduction?
To the Editor:

Then-President Donald Trump and 
the Republicans limited our income tax 
deduction for state and local taxes. For 
two years the Republicans have con-
trolled the House, so why haven’t Con-
gressman Anthony D’Esposito and the 
MAGA Republicans in the House intro-
duced legislation to give us back our 
SALT deductions? 

Now, in a desperate attempt to help 
D’Esposito keep his House seat, Trump 
comes to New York and tells us he’s 
going to give us back the SALT deduc-
tion. He’ll do that right after he finishes 
building the wall and Mexico pays for it. 
Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me 
twice, shame on me. 

It won’t be all bad when D’Esposito 
loses the election. His friends in the 
Town of  Hempstead will give him a 
good job.

DENNIS PATRICK BRADY
Rockville Centre
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Q1 - Q3, 2024 Market Review
North Shore School District

Price Brackets Sales

≤ $499,999 1
$500,000 - $749,999 13
$750,000 - $999,999 30
$1,000,000 - $1,999,999 40
≥ $2,000,000 16

North Shore Office | 329 Glen Cove Ave, Sea Cliff, NY | 516.674.2000
Sea Cliff Office | 266 Sea Cliff Ave, Sea Cliff, NY | 516.759.6822

Statistics 2023 2024

Number of Sales 91 100
Average Price $1,285,060 $1,382,105
Median Price $925,000 $1,070,000
Average Days on Market 74 63
Median Days on Market 27 34
Number of Rentals 60 61
Average Rent $3,394 $4,042
Median Rent $3,163 $3,000

Buyers Moving From Top 3

Nassau County, NY 49%
New York City 43%
Out of State 5%

Buyers Moving To Top 3

Glen Head 39
Sea Cliff 31
Old Brookville 11

1/1/2024 - 9/30/2024. Data per OneKey MLS.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. 
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