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Council OKs 
surcharge for 
water system
By RoKSANA AMID

ramid@liherald.com

At its meeting on Nov. 12, the 
G l e n  C ove  C i t y  C o u n c i l 
approved a controversial water 
surcharge to help fund exten-
sive water infrastructure 
improvements. The 
measure  passed 
narrowly, by a 4-3 
vote.

Mayor Pamela 
Panzenbeck, who 
supported the sur-
charge, along with 
council members 
G r a d y  F a r n a n , 
Michael Ktistakis 
and Kevin Macca-
rone, defended the 
decision, emphasiz-
ing the urgent need 
for water infra-
structure improve-
ments.  “Nobody 
likes to make sur-
charges,” Panzenbeck said. 
“But I’m sitting here. I’m the 
mayor. It’s my responsibility to 
make sure this is done.”

The surcharge will add $5 
per month, or $60 annually, to 
residential water accounts. 
Commercial accounts will be 
charged on a tiered scale based 
on water usage, ranging from 
$10 to $40 per month, while fire 

line accounts will pay a flat $10 
monthly fee. The measure is 
expected to generate approxi-
mately $544,000 annually, con-
tributing to a $40 million long-
term infrastructure repair 
plan.

The funds will help address 
critical projects, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
installation of  a 
p e r m a n e n t  a i r 
stripper on Duck 
Pond Road to com-
bat water contami-
nation, upgrades to 
the McLoughlin 
and Leech Circle 
water tanks, and 
PFAS treatment at 
the Nancy Court 
Wel l  Stat ion to 
meet new U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protec-
tion Agency stan-
d a r d s .  T h e s e 
upgrades are part 

of  a broader effort to modern-
ize Glen Cove’s water infra-
structure, which Panzenbeck 
described as “very, very old.”

Despite the mayor’s assur-
ances, council members Dani-
elle Fugazy Scagliola, Marsha 
Silverman and John Zozzaro 
voiced concerns. Silverman 
questioned the timing of  the 

Continued on page 4

By RoKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Glen Cove’s downtown is poised for a cultural 
renaissance with the opening of  the North Shore 
Village Theatre, at 19 Glen St. The long-vacant 
former Charles Hardware store will soon be 
transformed into a 150-seat community theater 
under the direction of  Christopher Moll, artistic 
director of  NSVT and Jazz Hands Children’s 
Theatre. Construction is slated to begin early 
next year, with the first production, “Steel Mag-
nolias,” set to premiere on April 4. 

The theater is more than just a performance 
space; it is a vision realized for Moll, who found-
ed Jazz Hands in 2015 with 12 children. Over the 

years, the program has grown to include more 
than 160 participants. 

“When I started Jazz Hands, I dreamed of  it 
having a theater to call home,” Moll said during 
a news conference on Tuesday. “With 10 years of  
unwavering support from our Jazz Hands fami-
lies, the community, and the hard work of  North 
Shore Village Theatre’s board of  directors, that 
dream is now a reality.”

The new venue will host productions by both 
Jazz Hands and NSVT, as well as performances 
by other theater companies, educational work-
shops and cultural events. 

 “The ‘community theater’ is a very important 
phrase to me because it’s not just going to be us,” 

Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews

Veterans honored at Northwinds concert 
Karen Murphy sang a rendition of ‘All the Things You Are’ during the Northwinds Symphonic Band 
concert on Nov. 17.

Continued on page 18

Hope for new Village Theatre   
is new energy in downtown G.C.

I want to 
see us do 

something, but I 
feel like maybe 
we should look 
at this a little bit 
more carefully.

DANIEllE FugAzy 
ScAglIolA
Councilwoman



By JORDAN VALLONE
jvallone@liherald.com

New York state officials announced that funding is 
available to help low- and middle-income households 
and older adults manage heating expenses during the 
winter months through the Home Energy Assistance 
Program, or HEAP. The program, which can provide 
up to $996 to eligible households, is now accepting 
applications, according to a news release on the state’s 
website. 

“New Yorkers should not have to choose between 
heating their home or putting food on the table, and 
we’re offering critical financial assistance to protect 
vulnerable New York households as the weather gets 
colder,” Gov. Kathy Hochul said.  

HEAP, a federally funded program, is available to 
households with vulnerable members, including chil-
dren under 6, adults aged 60 and older, and those with 
disabilities. Eligibility is determined by factors such 
as income, household size, and heating needs. For 
example, a family of  four with a gross monthly income 
of  $6,390, or an annual income of  $76,681, may qualify 
— marking a significant increase from last year’s max-
imum of  a monthly gross income of  $5,838, and an 
annual gross income of  $70,059.

Eligible households can receive one HEAP benefit 
per season and could also be eligible for up to two 
Emergency HEAP benefits, if  they are in danger of  
running out of  heating fuel or having their utility ser-
vice shut off. Applications for HEAP benefits are now 
being accepted, while applications for Emergency 
HEAP benefits open Jan. 2, 2025. 

New Yorkers can apply at NY.gov/Heat, at local 
social service offices, or through the mail. Older adults 

needing assistance can contact a local aging office or 
call (800) 342-9871.  

“HEAP provides essential financial assistance that 
will help hundreds of  thousands of  low and moderate-
income households in New York pay their energy bills 
this winter,” Barbara Guinn, commissioner of  the 
state’s Office of  Temporary and Disability Assistance, 
said. “HEAP is a lifeline for low-income working fami-
lies and older adults on a fixed income and also pro-

vides financial support to ensure those in emergency 
situations can keep the heat on and keep their homes 
warm during the cold winter months.”

Last year, over 84,000 Long Islanders, and just under 
990,000 New York City residents, benefited from the 
HEAP program. 

HEAP also offers heating equipment repair or 
replacement benefits, allowing up to $4,000 for repairs 
and $8,000 for replacements. Homeowners may also 
apply for a heating equipment clean and tune benefit, 
covering maintenance services like chimney cleaning 
and carbon monoxide detector installation. 

The energy assistance program for heating comple-
ments other state programs designed to help low- and 
middle-income New Yorkers, such as the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority’s 
EmPower+ program, which provides low energy effi-
ciency services to HEAP-eligible homeowners and 
renters, such as comprehensive home energy assess-
ments that help determine plans for lower home ener-
gy usage. 

Laurie Wheelock, the executive director of  the Pub-
lic Utility Law Project of  New York, a nonprofit orga-
nization that advocates for consumer protection, 
affordability and universal services for utility and 
energy related-sources, urged low- to middle-income 
New Yorkers to learn more about HEAP. 

“No family should have to make the financially dif-
ficult decision between paying their heating bill or 
going without other necessities, like food and medi-
cine,” she said in a state release. “HEAP can help by 
offering immediate financial relief  to help you pay 
your heating bill.” 

To learn more about the program, and for links to 
apply, visit Governor.NY.gov/news.

Program could help cover cost of utilities

Courtesy Office Gov. Kathy Hochul

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced a funding program 
available to help low- and middle-income households 
and elders manage heating expenses during the winter.

No
ve

m
be

r 2
1,

 2
02

4 
— 

GL
EN

 C
OV

E 
HE

RA
LD

2

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Discover Vibrant  
Senior Living

SUNRISE OF GLEN COVE

Conveniently situated on Forest Avenue, Sunrise of Glen 
Cove offers best-in-class senior care within an engaging 
atmosphere. In addition to highly personalized support, 
residents enjoy activities based on their passions, frequent 
social events, and fresh cuisine tailored to their tastes.

For a limited time, you can receive special pricing  
on select suites.

Learn about pricing and availability and book a tour  
by calling 516-786-2755 or visiting SunriseGlenCove.com.
*Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

©2024 Sunrise Senior Living
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Roksana Amid/Herald photos

Representatives from AARP conducted a walking audit of Glen Cove’s downtown with members of the Glen Cove Age-Friendly Center. 

By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

Downtown Glen Cove’s sidewalks, 
crosswalks, and intersections were in 
the spotlight during a walkability audit 
conducted on Tuesday. Organized by 
AARP New York in collaboration with 
the Glen Cove Age-Friendly Center, the 
audit aimed to identify areas in need of  
safety improvements to make the city 
more pedestrian-friendly for people of  
all ages, particularly seniors and those 
with disabilities.

The audit, part of  a statewide effort 
to complete 100 walk audits by Nov. 22, 
was one of  several taking place across 
Long Island. Volunteers assessed side-
walks, crosswalks, curb ramps, and traf-
fic signals, with particular focus on 
intersections like Brewster, Bridge, and 
Pratt Streets. These locations have a his-
tory of  pedestrian and bicycle accidents, 
raising concerns about safety. The effort 
comes at a critical time, as the New York 
State Governor’s Traffic Safety Commit-
tee reported 66 pedestrian fatalities and 
more than 1,150 injuries in Nassau and 
Suffolk counties in 2023.

“A walkable community is a livable 
community,” said Bernard Macias, 
Senior Associate State Director for 
AARP on Long Island. “It doesn’t matter 
if  you’re 8 or 80, everyone deserves to 
walk safely in their community. Many 
roadways on Long Island are designed 
for drivers, not pedestrians, and that 
needs to change.”

City officials and community leaders 
joined AARP volunteers for the audit, 
highlighting both progress and areas for 
improvement. Anne Fangman, Execu-
tive Director of  the Glen Cove Commu-
nity Development Agency, pointed out 
significant upgrades already made at 
key intersections, improved crosswalks, 
and better sidewalks at Bridge Street. 

These projects, she explained, were 
funded through a mix of  local, state, and 
federal grants, including a Department 
of  Transportation grant.

“This whole corridor, from Village 
Square down to Town Path, has been 
studied for conceptual improvements,” 
Fangman said. “We’ve made strides in 
the downtown area under the city’s 
jurisdiction, but there’s still work to do 
with state and county-managed streets. 
It’s an ongoing process.”

AJ Kuhr, Director of  the Nassau 
County Age-Friendly Center of  Excel-
lence at Glen Cove, praised the city’s 

commitment to improving pedestrian 
conditions but acknowledged areas that 
require attention. “Glen Cove has done 
so much to enhance outdoor spaces like 
Garvies Point,” Kuhr said. “But if  
you’re trying to get from downtown to 
these areas, it can be a challenge. Side-
walks should be safe and accessible for 
everyone, whether you’re walking, 
using a stroller, or pushing a wheel-
chair.”

Kuhr added that small changes can 
have a big impact. “There are cross-
walks that need repainting and cracked 
sidewalks that could easily be addressed 

with low-cost fixes. It’s great to see the 
city leadership so engaged in this pro-
cess, showing their commitment to mak-
ing Glen Cove more walkable.”

The audit findings will help guide 
future improvements and funding 
efforts. Residents are encouraged to 
report safety concerns to the Glen Cove 
Age-Friendly Center, which will docu-
ment and forward them to city officials 
and AARP.

“A cracked sidewalk or a poorly 
marked crosswalk may seem like minor 
issues,” Macias said, “but they can 
make a world of  difference for someone 
navigating their community. This is 
about ensuring everyone, at every age, 
can enjoy Glen Cove safely.”

For more information or to partici-
pate in future walk audits, visit aarp.
org/ny.

Walk audit highlights pedestrian safety

AJ Kuhr, Director of the Nassau County Age-Friendly Center of Excellence at Glen 
Cove, documented a cracked sidewalk on Glen Street during the audit.

Another uneven sidewalk was spotted in 
downtown Glen Cove.



Will a water service surcharge help the city?
measure, noting that the city recently received a $5 
million state grant to fund PFAS treatment upgrades 
— an effort to reduce so-called “forever chemicals” — 
at Nancy Court. 

“We got new information late last week. The gover-
nor’s office granted us $5 million for our water infra-
structure,” Silverman said, suggesting that the grant 
funds could alleviate some of  the immediate financial 
pressure on taxpayers.

She also cited the recent approval of  a 2 percent res-
idential tax increase and the implementation of  the 
opt-out sewer lateral program, which many residents 
did not opt out of  as reasons to delay the surcharge. 

“I’m just wondering if  this is the right time to do 
this,” Silverman said. “After a tax increase and the 
sewer lateral program that went on taxpayers’ bills, I 
would hate to see another burden on our taxpayers.”

Fugazy Scagliola echoed these concerns, suggesting 
that the surcharge should be based on water usage 
rather than a flat rate for residential customers. “At a 
flat rate, every resident pays the same increase, which 
might be unfair to homes that use less water,” she said. 
“I want to see us do something, but I feel like maybe 
we should look at this a little bit more carefully.”

Panzenbeck pushed back against claims that the 
surcharge would overly burden residents, emphasizing 
its modest impact. “The surcharge will be $5 monthly,” 
she said. “For you to insinuate that I’m adding burden 
to taxpayers — I’m really not.” 

Maccarone also downplayed the financial impact, 
noting that his own quarterly water bill would only 
increase by $15 under the plan. “It really isn’t going to 
affect most people,” he said, adding that the city had 
kept residential taxes stable for four years until the 
recent tax hike.

The mayor also pointed out that the surcharge had 
been thoroughly discussed in previous meetings, and 
was necessary to ensure that Glen Cove’s water sys-
tems remain functional and safe. “We have been speak-

ing about issues with water more than any other issue 
that we have had,” Panzenbeck said. “Our infrastruc-
ture is ancient.”

The $5 million state grant, secured through the 
Water Infrastructure Improvement Act, will be used to 
offset the cost of  the work at Nancy Court. But Panzen-
beck stressed that the funding only covers a fraction of  
the city’s total infrastructure needs. “The grant money 
will be used in segments,” she explained, adding that 
borrowing will still be required to finance most of  the 
projects.

The surcharge will remain in place until all related 
debt is paid off, or the council determines that it is no 
longer necessary. Over the next five to 10 years, the 
city plans to address a range of  infrastructure issues, 
including contamination and aging water storage sys-
tems.

The surcharge debate comes on the heels of  the 
council’s approval of  a $65.4 million budget for 2025, 
which included a residential tax increase of  nearly 2 
percent — the first in three years. While council mem-
bers agree on the importance of  investing in the city’s 
water infrastructure, the divide over how and when to 
implement funding measures reflects broader con-
cerns about balancing fiscal responsibility with resi-
dents’ financial well-being.

“We definitely need money for water, and that’s 
very important,” Fugazy Scagliola said. “But I feel 
like maybe we should look at this a little bit more 
carefully.”

Despite the opposition, Panzenbeck remained firm, 
emphasizing the necessity of  the surcharge to protect 
Glen Cove’s most essential resource. “This isn’t some-
thing that we choose to do or that we like to do,” she 
said, “but water is our most important commodity, and 
we need to get this right.”

Continued from page 1

Roksana Amid/Herald

at its nov. 12 meeting, the glen Cove City Council 
approved a controversial surcharge to help fund 
extensive water infrastructure improvements.
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Attorney advertising

Protecting Your Future 
with Michael and Suzanne Ettinger

Attorneys-at-Law

ETTINGER LAW FIRM
ELDER LAW ESTATE PLANNING SINCE 1991

trustlaw.com
                 Trusts & Estates • Wills & Probate • Medicaid 

FREE CONSULTATION: 516-327-8880 x117 or email info@trustlaw.com

100 Merrick Rd., Rockville Centre • 3000 Marcus Ave., Lake Success 
Other offices in Huntington • Melville • Islandia

Visit us at trustlaw.com 
to learn more or search 

Ettinger Law on 
YouTube for our elder 

law estate 
planning videos

Myths About Estate Planning
The first myth to explore about estate planning 

is that you can do it yourself over the internet.  
This supposes that a trust is a generic legal 
document where you plug in names, addresses 
and amounts you want to give and then off 
you go! However, experienced estate planning 
lawyers will tell you the job is ninety percent 
social work and only ten percent legal.

Most of the time we spend with clients involves 
going over the social aspects of the estate plan.  
First, who should be in charge of your legal and 
financial decision-making in the event of death 
or disability?  One person or more than one?  
Should they be required to act together or may 
they be permitted to act separately?  How are the 
other family members going to feel about these 
choices?  Who gets along with whom? What are 
my options and what do other people do and 
why?  You need to be in a position to evaluate 
pros and cons and there’s no counselling on the 
internet.

Getting an estate plan from out-of-state is 
fraught with other pitfalls. Take the New York 
form of power of attorney, for example.  In our 
experience, even trained lawyers often make 

major errors in drafting and executing the 
complex New York form of power of attorney.  
What chance does a lay person have to get it 
right?

Then there’s the false sense of security one 
has in believing they have an adequate plan 
until it is too late – ultimately ending up with the 
family losing their home and life savings. Why? 
Because online estate planning does not address 
protecting assets from the extraordinarily high 
cost of long-term care either at home or in a 
facility.  This involves planning with a Medicaid 
Asset Protection Trust (MAPT) -- only available 
from an experienced elder law firm and not from 
the internet.

Consider this.  Your chance of having your 
house burn down in any given year is about 
one in three thousand. Yet who doesn’t carry 
homeowner’s insurance every year? On the 
other hand, the mortality rate is stubbornly stuck 
at one hundred percent. Your estate plan for 
your family, your home and your life savings is 
simply worthwhile insurance that will one day 
pay off.  Not only that, but you only pay for it 
once, not every year!
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Requirements:
Own professional-grade camera 
Flexibility to work evenings and weekends
Reliable transportation
Strong work ethic, punctuality, and the ability to meet deadlines
Ability to interact with subjects and collaborate with our editorial team.

Interested candidates are invited to submit the following:
1.  Resume: Highlighting your photography experience and relevant skills.

Portfolio: A link to your online portfolio or social media2.  

Please send your application to Tim Baker at: tbaker@liherald.com  
with the subject line  or call "Freelance Photographer” 516-784-8135 

Herald Community Newspapers is looking for:
FREELANCE  PHOTOGRAPHERS

HAVE YOUR WORK PUBLISHED 
IN COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 
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HOW TO REACH US
Our offices are located at 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530 and are open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MAIN PHONE: (516) 569-4000
■ WEB SITE: glencove.liherald.com
■ E-MAIl: Letters and other submissions: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ EDITORIAl DEPARTMENT: Ext. 327 E-mail: glencove-editor@liherald.com
■ SUBSCRIPTIONS: Press ”7” E-mail: circ@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4942
■ ClASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Ext. 286 E-mail: ereynolds@liherald.com Fax: (516) 622-7460
■   DISPlAY ADVERTISING: Ext. 249 E-mail: rglickman@liherald.com Fax: (516) 569-4643
■ PUBlIC NOTICES: Ext. 232 E-mail: legalnotices@liherald.com 

The Glen Cove Herald USPS 008886, is published every Thursday by Richner Communications, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530. 
Periodicals postage paid at Garden City, NY 11530 and additional mailing offices. Postmaster send address changes to Glen Cove Herald, 2 
Endo Blvd. Garden City, NY 11530.  Subscriptions: $50 one-time payment within Nassau County or $60 outside of Nassau County or by 
qualified request in zip codes 11542, 11545, 11547, 11548 or 11579 Copyright © 2024 Richner Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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By ROKSANA AMID
ramid@liherald.com

For nearly a century, the Woman’s 
Club of  Glen Cove has been a vital part 
of  the community, fostering connections 
and promoting charitable activities. 
Founded in 1936 and reorganized in 
1938, the club has grown to become a 
place where women come 
together to make a differ-
ence. With 72 active mem-
bers today, the organization 
remains focused on its mis-
sion to enrich the lives of  
G l e n  C o v e  r e s i d e n t s 
through philanthropy and 
social engagement.

“We’re a club that’s 
evolved over generations,” 
says Stella Shank, the club’s 
corresponding secretary. 
“Our youngest member is in 
her 40s, and our oldest is in 
her 90s. That diversity cre-
ates a unique environment 
where we can learn from 
each other and support 
causes that matter to every-
one.”

The club’s efforts have 
benefited countless local organizations. 
Recently, they donated $1,000 in Stop & 
Shop gift cards to Glen Cove senior citi-
zens and $250 in holiday gift cards to the 
Glen Cove Youth Bureau. Past initia-
tives have supported animal shelters, 
children with special needs, and veter-
ans. According to Shank, “If  someone 
presents a new idea for a charity, we’re 
open-minded and willing to consider it. 
It’s wonderful to see the impact we’ve 

had across the community.”
Patricia Sullivan, the club’s co-trea-

surer, joined over a decade ago after 
moving to Glen Cove. “I wanted to meet 
women in the community, and from the 
very first meeting, I was impressed by 
the club’s focus on fellowship and phi-
lanthropy,” she recalls. “The pandemic 
changed a lot, but we’ve remained com-

mitted to helping our neigh-
bors and supporting one 
another.”

Monthly meetings are 
held on the third Tuesday ef  
every month  at 11:30 a.m.  
at Jeanine’s American Bis-
tro, 242 Glen Cove Ave, Glen 
Cove.  Members discuss ini-
tiatives, enjoy entertain-
ment, and share a meal. 
“Our meetings are a mix of  
business and camaraderie,” 
says Shank. “We celebrate 
milestones, plan events, and 
support members going 
through tough times. It’s 
not just about the work—it’s 
about being there for each 
other.”

For Yvette Menezes, the 
club was a lifeline when she 

moved to the U.S. in 2005. “I didn’t know 
anyone here,” she says. “I stumbled 
upon a knitting group at the library, and 
the ladies there encouraged me to join. 
It was the best decision I ever made. The 
club welcomed me with open arms, and 
now, whenever I walk into a meeting, I 
know so many people. It’s a great place 
to be.”

The club also offers members oppor-
tunities to participate in cultural and 

social outings, such as upcoming visits 
to the Nassau County Museum of  Art 
and the John W. Engeman Theater in 
Northport. “These events bring us clos-
er together,” Menezes says. “They’re not 
just fun; they help us form deeper con-
nections while enjoying what the area 
has to offer.”

Membership has declined since the 
pandemic, falling from 140 members to 
the current 72. According to Teresa 
Swenson, the club’s membership chair, 
the decline was partly due to members 
becoming less active. “People got used to 
staying home,” she explains. “Many of  
our members are in their 70s now and 

feel content staying where they are. But 
we’re optimistic about rebuilding and 
attracting younger members who want 
to give back while enjoying a vibrant 
social life.”

The club’s appeal lies in its balance 
of  philanthropy, friendship, and fun. “If  
someone’s looking to meet people, con-
tribute to their community, and enjoy 
some great social activities, this is the 
club to join,” Shank says. “We’re always 
looking for new members who want to 
bring their ideas to the table.”

For more information about the Wom-
an’s Club of  Glen Cove, call (516) 676-7624 
or email TSwenson@optonline.net.

Woman’s Club seeks new members

T he pandemic 
changed a 

lot, but we’ve 
remained 
committed to 
helping our 
neighbors and 
supporting one 
another.

PATRIcIA SullIvAN
co-treasurer 
Women’s club

Roksana Amid/Herald

Members of the women’s club meet on the third Tuesday of every month. The luncheon 
will happen at Jeanine’s American Bistro in Glen Cove.

News brief
Holiday book fair

The Glen Cove High School is bringing holiday 
cheer and literary joy to the community with its 2024 
Book Fair, scheduled for Dec. 10, from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
event, held at the school at 150 Dosoris Lane, promis-
es an exciting opportunity for all ages to dive into a 
wide selection of  books, absolutely free of  charge.

Organized with the support of  the National Eng-
lish Honor Society, the book fair is designed to pro-

mote reading and literacy while spreading the holi-
day spirit. Visitors can select as many books as 
they’d like from an array of  genres and interests, 
ensuring there’s something for everyone.

Adding to the festive atmosphere, the event will 
offer free holiday gift wrapping, making it easy for 
attendees to pick out the perfect literary gifts for 
their loved ones. With the holiday season fast 

approaching, this thoughtful touch is sure to be a hit 
among attendees looking to get a head start on their 
gift shopping.

This family-friendly event is open to the entire 
Glen Cove community, making it a must-visit for 
book lovers and holiday shoppers alike. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to stock up on great reads and 
enjoy some holiday cheer.
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Post-game pain?
We’ve Got  
Specialists  
For That® 516.536.2800 | orlincohen.com
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By TONY BELLISSIMO
tbellissimo@liherald.com

Only Carey stands in the way of  
Mepham’s first Nassau County football 
championship since the 1950s.

The third-seeded Pirates trailed No. 2 
Glen Cove after the opening quarter of  
Friday night’s Conference II semifinal 
before scoring on five consecutive posses-
sions en route to a convincing 34-6 victory 
at Hofstra.

Senior quarterback Owen Heller threw 
three touchdown passes — two to senior 
Nicholas Gampero — and ran for a score 
as Mepham (9-1) advanced to the title 
game for the second time in three sea-
sons. Senior Tyler Rannacher had two of  
the defense’s four takeaways, junior 
James Quilty racked up 20 tackles and 
senior Matthew Biscardi 11 for the 
Pirates, who face top-seeded and unbeaten 
Carey next Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Hofstra.

“This was an awesome environment 
and a really big win against a good team,” 
said Heller, who went 9-for-11 passing for 
160 yards and added 52 yards on the 
ground. “We didn’t start the way we want-
ed and need to come out stronger next 

week,” he added. “Everything started to 
click in the second quarter and we made 
big plays on both sides of  the ball.”

Glen Cove, making its first semifinal 
appearance since 2015, was coming off  a 
36-21 playoff  victory over Baldwin and 
riding an eight-game winning streak 
dating back to a season-opening loss to 
Carey.

“We began the season as the sixth seed 
and finished as the two,” Big Red head 
coach Steve Tripp said. “The kids felt 
after going 4-4 last season and making the 
playoffs, we could win a championship. 
Mepham is a good team and we stopped 
ourselves too many times tonight.”

 Glen Cove played the majority of  the 
last three quarters without senior quar-
terback Jadyn Johnson, who suffered an 
ankle injury. Johnson had 22 of  its 65 
yards on a game-opening touchdown 
drive capped by senior running back 
Devon Gonzalez’s 17-yard score.

Mepham trailed 6-0 in the second 
quarter and was on defense with the ball 
around midfield when senior Jake Class-
ie forced a Glen Cove fumble and Ran-
nacher recovered. Four plays later, Hell-
er and Gampero connected for a 34-yard 

touchdown to tie it.
Rannacher’s interception set up the go-

ahead score minutes later. Gampero did 
much of  the work on a 42-yard touchdown 
through the air, accounting for the last 35 
after a slick cutback move to split a pair 
of  defensive backs.

“That’s my guy,” Heller said of  Gampe-
ro. “When I get him the ball, good things 
are gonna happen. He made a sick move 
on that touchdown.”

The Pirates capped a 20-point second 
quarter with 34 seconds remaining before 
halftime when junior Michael Grizzard 
made a nifty catch in the end zone on a 
15-yard strike from Heller.

“He’s the best quarterback nobody’s 
heard of,” Mepham head coach Tom 
Mazeika said of  Heller. “Our defense has 
played lights-out all year, so not a lot of  
people notice our offense.”

Heller (6 yards) and junior tailback 
Lenny Achan (4) added touchdown runs 
in the third quarter to pad the lead. 
Classie and senior Jayden Perez added 
interceptions and senior Tim Igneri had 
a pair of  sacks. Gonzalez rushed for 146 
yards and senior Taha Waly added 83 for 
the Big Red.

Jeff Wilson/Herald

Senior Devon Gonazlez ran for 146 yards 
and a touchdown in Glen Cove’s 
Conference II semifinal playoff loss to 
Mepham.

BRINGING LOCAL SPORTS HOME EVERY WEEK

HERALD SPORTS
Glen Cove drops semifinal, finishes 8-2
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By Alexa Anderwkavich

Herald Community Media and RichnerLIVE 
successfully wrapped up the final Senior Health & 
Beyond Expo of 2024, presented by Stony Brook 
Medicine, on Nov. 3, at the Suffolk Y JCC in Commack. 
This free community event attracted hundreds of 
attendees, including seniors, families and caregivers 
eager to explore the latest in wellness, lifestyle 
enhancements and valuable health resources.

The bustling expo featured a vibrant lineup of 
educational vendors and interactive activities that kept 
spirits high throughout the day. From yoga and fitness 
demonstration sessions to tarot readings, the event 
catered to diverse interests, and even offered guests an 
opportunity to get a head start on holiday shopping.

“It was an incredible turnout,” Amy Amato, 
Executive Director of Corporate Relations and Events 
at RichnerLIVE, said. “We are happy to bring our 
community-loved event to the Suffolk area, and hope to 
continue to bring a wealth of knowledge and fun to our 
senior communities Island-wide.”

One of the highlights of the day was a dynamic live 
performance by the Seasoned Steppers and Dazzling 
Divas of Ms. Senior New York America. Their 
energetic routines brought smiles to the crowd, adding 
an extra layer of excitement to the event. And a 
performance of a number from “The Nutcracker,” by 
the New York Dance Company, brought a seasonal 
touch to the day.

Raffle drawings every half hour kept the 
anticipation alive, with lucky winners taking home a 
variety of prizes such as Floatopia gift cards, gift 
baskets, Natural Remedies goody bags and more, plus 
two grand prizes: a $250 gift card and an overnight stay 
for two at the Inn at Fox Hollow, in Woodbury, which 
included dinner, champagne, roses, chocolates and a 
full breakfast. Friends and families engaged with 
experts during panel discussions and Q&A sessions on 
essential topics, including financial planning, 
alternative medicine and estate management, gaining 
valuable insights to improve their well-being.

“Yet another awesome event put on by 
RichnerLIVE,” Host Mae Caime, RN, CEO of VIP 
Health Connections and Founder of aMAEzing Midlife 
& Beyond, said. “From tons of vendors and interactive 
activities to the incredible showcase from Ms. Senior 
New York America’s Seasoned Steppers and Dazzling 
Divas. I love that the audience got up and danced along 
with them. Truly put a smile on my face.”

Attendees received complimentary swag bags 
brimming with goodies, and the first 175 guests were 
treated to a delicious to-go lunch provided by Bagel 
Boss. Seated fitness demos also kept audience 
members’ blood pumping while the event’s presenting 
sponsor, Stony Brook Medicine, provided health 
screenings, including blood pressure and cognitive 
screenings.

A special thank-you goes to Stony Brook Medicine 
and the other program sponsors — Parker Jewish 
Institute for Health Care and Rehabilitation, 
Centerlight Healthcare PACE, Cona Elder Law, Clear 
Captions, NYSARC, Brightview Senior Living, 
Whisper Woods of Smithtown, the New York State 
Department of Public Service Long Island, Carillon 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, The Stroke & 
Brain Aneurysm Center of Long Island, Branch 
Funeral Homes, Nassau University Medial Center, and 
Visiting Nurse Service & Hospice of Suffolk — for 
their crucial support. Ideal Home Care was the event’s 
Refreshment Sponsor, while the Suffolk Y JCC 
provided a welcoming venue.

The 2024 Senior Health & Beyond Expo series 
concluded on a high note, leaving attendees with a 
wealth of knowledge, resources and unforgettable 
memories.

Senior Expo makes its mark in Suffolk

Tim Baker/Herald photos

Parker Jewish Public Relations Director 
Pablo Rendon.

Members of AARP with their therapy dog, Bailey.

Cona Elder Law attorney Melissa Negrin-
Wiener.

Pierre Menard, of Centerlight Healthcare PACE, 
told guests about their services.

For more photos from the Senior Health and Beyond Expo — and for a full list of sponsors — visit RichnerLive.com

Opening keynote speaker Dr. Stephanie Jones, of Stony Brook Medicine 
Geriatrics.

Participants listened to the guest speakers.



North Merrick man indicted for terrorism
By KELSIE RADZISKI

kradziski@liherald.com

A North Merrick man was indicted 
for terrorism and a slew of  other charg-
es on Nov. 13 after allegedly plotting to 
attack the Nassau County Department 
of  Social Services building in Union-
dale, District Attorney Anne 
Donnelly announced.

James Luca, 46, allegedly 
attempted to detonate a 
homemade bomb he placed at 
the front doors of  the build-
ing in a supposed “twisted 
revenge plot,” Donnelly said.

“It is the first time that 
this gravely serious offense 
has ever been charged in 
Nassau County,” Donnelly 
said at a news conference fol-
lowing the indictment. 

In addition to terrorism, Luca was 
charged with criminal possession of  a 
weapon, conspiracy and obstruction of  
governmental duties by means of  a 
bomb destructive device, explosive or 
hazardous substance, the DA said. He 
faces up to 25 years to life in prison if  
convicted, according to the DA.

On Sept. 17 at 1:42 a.m., Luca and 
James Reyes, 25, allegedly left Luca’s 
home in North Merrick in separate cars, 
meeting up on Warren Street and alleg-
edly driving to 60 Charles Lindbergh 
Blvd in Uniondale together. Donnelly 

said Luca allegedly placed a 20-pound 
propane tank and a 1-pound propane 
tank at the doors of  the building with a 
torch on top.

According to the news release, recov-
ered surveillance video allegedly showed 
Luca attempting to throw lit flares at the 
homemade device, but it did not ignite.

Luca and Reyes were 
arrested on Oct. 3. Reyes was 
charged with criminal pos-
session of  a weapon, conspir-
acy and obstruction of  gov-
ernmental duties by means 
of  a bomb destructive device, 
explosive or hazardous sub-
stance.

According to the DA, Luca 
has been going through a 
lengthy divorce with his ex 
wife over the past several 
months. The pair have four 

children between the ages of  seven and 
15.

In July of  this year, Luca was arrest-
ed and charged with criminal mischief  
for an incident in February 2023. 

“In a Halloween mask and camou-
flage, Luca allegedly crept up to his ex 
wife’s vehicle and placed something on a 
windshield,” Donnelly said at the news 
conference. “Moments later, that object 
exploded, significantly damaging her 
vehicle. He blew up his wife’s car with 
another homemade bomb.”

After his July arrest, the DA said, 

Luca’s supervised visitation rights with 
his children were revoked, and his 
behavior allegedly became more erratic. 
He posted “aggressive comments against 
Nassau County” on social media, Don-
nelly said, and he was reported to have 
written a number of  emails expressing 
his displeasure with the way CPS has 
been handling his case, allegedly calling 
the organization “disgusting.”

“Ultimately we allege Luca, aggrieved 
and blaming CPS, for losing his kids, 
hatched this revenge plot to inflict exten-

sive damage on the agency that took his 
visitation rights away,” Donnelly said.

Donnelly said she has never seen a 
case like this — with planted bombs at 
government facilities — and the offense 
“rose to that level” of  a domestic terror-
ism threat.

“Together with the Nassau County 
Police Department, we will protect the 
workers and residents of  Nassau County 
from any threats,” she said in the news 
release, “whether they are foreign or 
born right here in our backyard.”

Kelsie Radziski/Herald

Nassau County District Attorney Anne Donnelly held a news conference  after Luca 
was indicted on a slew of charges, including the first charge of terrorism. 

JAmES LucA
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 94 School Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542
TheRegencyAtGlenCove.com/Employment

J O I N  O U R

Wellness 
Team

TO APPLY Contact Silvana Gullo at: Silvana@regencyglencove.com
or scan QR code above.

Willing 
to Train

Experience with 
Seniors Preferred

Competitive 
Benefits
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On Nov. 17, Glen Cove’s Wunsch Arts Center 
came alive with the stirring sounds of  the North-
winds Symphonic Band’s annual “A Tribute to 
Our Veterans” concert, a heartfelt celebration 
honoring U.S. armed forces members. Sponsored 
by The Herald and the Tribute and Honor Foun-
dation, the free event drew a large, appreciative 
audience from across Nassau County. Conductors 
Helen P. Bauer and Brandon Bromsey led the 
band through a dynamic program featuring patri-
otic classics like Thomas Knox’s “American Pag-
eant” and the “Armed Forces Medley”, which 
saluted each military branch. Broadway vocalists 
Karen Murphy and John Preator added a nostal-
gic touch with Big Band-era hits, while trumpeter 
Justin Wheeler delivered a show-stopping tribute 
to Harry James. The 70-member band, made up 
of  music educators and talented musicians, 
received enthusiastic applause for their perfor-
mance, which balanced patriotic reverence with 
musical diversity.

–Roksana Amid

Northwinds Symphonic honors veterans

Roksana Amid/Herald photos

The clarinet section was led by Debra Peltz.

Karen Murphy and John Preator wowed the crowd with their heartfelt 
renditions of  ‘Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off.”

Justin Wheeler played the trumpet as a member of 
the Northwinds Symphonic Band.

Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews sang a 
heartfelt rendition of ‘God Bless America.’

Joseph Moores and 
Anthony Anzalone 
stood along side 
Vinnie Martinez as 
Gaitley Stevenson-
Mathews presented 
him with a 
commemorate 
plaque  for his years 
of community 
service. The plaque 
is a previous week’s 
Herald cover story 
about Martinez 
community service. 
Conductors Helen P. 
Bauer and Brandon 
Bromsey led the 
Northwinds Band. 

Courtesy Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews
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Regular Store Hours: Wednesday 8am-2pm, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 8am-5pm, 
as well as extended holiday hours in the next few weeks

THANKSGIVING WEEK HOURS 
Open - Monday 8am-3pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am - 5pm, 

Closed - Thursday & Friday, Open - Saturday 8am-5pm

Everything you need for a Fabulous Celebration!ything you need for a Fabulous Cele
Holiday Hosting Starts Here!

Everything ebration!ything you need for a Fabulous Cele
Delicious Holiday Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies!Delicious Holiday Cakes, Cupcakes & Cookies

Pumpkin Breads, Dips, Cookies & Pies! 

Check our Website for our complete Holiday Menu and Hours

www.loafersbakery.com 

STOP IN 
TO SEE 

THE MANY 
GOODIES WE 

OFFER! 

Holiday Hosting Starts Here!
Bakery &  Gourmet ShoppeBakery &  Gourmet Shoppe

This Thanksgiving, 
Let Them Eat Pie!
This Thanksgiving, 
Let Them Eat Pie!

1277759

175 Birch Hill Road, Locust Valley 
See our wonderful shoppe and its goodies
 on our Instagram page - loafersbakery175

We’re on Facebook at Loafers Bakery & Gourmet Shoppe

ORDER EARLY 

THIS YEAR!

516-759-9464

ley

e on Facebook at Loafers Bakery & Gourmet Shoppe

Thanksgiving atg ing

LLLLoaoaoaoaLoaL fffffffffffoafoaoafoa eefeffeffef rrrrereereere sssrsrrsroa reeoaoaoaoaLLLoaoaLoaLLoaLLoaoaLoaLLoaLoaoaLoaLoaoaoaoafffoafoaoafoaoafoaoaoaoaoaffffffoafoaoafoaoaoaoaffffffoafoaoafoafeffefffeefeffef rereeeeerrereerersrrsrrssrsrrsrrrsssrsrrsrrsroaoaoafffffffoafoaoafoaoafoafeffefLLLoaoaoaLoaLLoaLLoaL feefeffefereerrereerersrrsrrssrsrrsr

• Apple, Pecan & Pumpkin Pies plus many more
• Apple Fritters & Apple Cider Donuts 
•
•

 Hearty Fall Soups and Chili
Cheeses, Dips & Pat�

• Fabulous Quiches, Frittatas & Homemade Dinners to Go
• Homemade Chicken Fingers, Flatbreads, Mac ’n Cheese
• Easy Entertaining With Our Signature Baked Bries 
• Autumn Shaped Butter Cookies 
• Breakfast Pastries & Homemade Breads
• Festive Mini & Large Cupcakes

 

in many flavors

CALL NOW 
To get the

 homemade 
treats that you’ll 

want at your 
table 

this year!

Bries 

News briefs

Thanksgiving at the  Senior Center

Drama inspired by Anne Frank’s diary

The Glen Cove Senior Center will 
host its annual Thanksgiving celebra-
tion luncheon on Nov. 25, at noon. Mem-
bers are invited to gather for a tradition-
al turkey feast in the spirit of  gratitude 
and community. This event offers an 
opportunity to connect with friends 
while enjoying a delicious meal pre-
pared with care. Reservations are 
required and must be made at least 48 
hours in advance by calling 516-676-6182. 
Space is limited, so early reservations 
are encouraged to ensure a spot at this 
festive occasion.

Coinciding with the luncheon is the 
launch of  the SAGE Board’s Annual 
Appeal, an important fundraising initia-
tive that supports the diverse activities 
and programs offered at the Senior Cen-
ter. The Annual Appeal invites commu-
nity members to share in the spirit of  
giving by contributing to the continued 
success of  the Center’s efforts to enrich 

the lives of  seniors in Glen Cove. Share 
in the spirit of  giving and gratitude by 
donating to the Sage Foundation Annu-
al Appeal, 130 Glen Street, Glen Cove. 

The Thanksgiving Celebration Lun-
cheon and the Annual Appeal together 
embody the values of  giving and grati-
tude, central to the holiday season. The 
Senior Center encourages members and 
the wider community to participate, 
whether by attending the luncheon, 
making a donation, or both. These con-
tributions ensure that the Center can 
continue to provide meaningful pro-
grams, events, and services to its mem-
bers throughout the year.

Don’t miss this opportunity to cele-
brate Thanksgiving in a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere, while also giving 
back to support a vital resource in the 
community.

–Roksana Amid

The Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance 
Center of  Nassau County will present 
Songs from The Diary, a moving new 
musical inspired by the life and legacy 
of  Anne Frank, on Sunday, December 1, 
2024. This poignant performance, featur-
ing a selection of  songs from the 
acclaimed musical, brings Anne’s time-
less wisdom to life, offering a powerful 
reflection on the struggles of  Anne and 
her family as they lived in hiding dur-
ing World War II.

Songs from The Diary is based on 
Anne Frank’s The Diary of  a Young Girl 
and captures the emotional depth of  her 
writings through music. The show’s 
music and book are by Jana, a former 
backup singer and keyboardist for the 

Broadway hit Jersey Boys. The perfor-
mance will highlight Anne’s courageous 
spirit, the dedication of  those who 
helped her family, and the universal 
message of  hope and tolerance.

Two performances will be held on 
Sunday, December 1, at 1:00 PM and 2:00 
PM at the Holocaust Memorial & Toler-
ance Center, located at 100 Crescent 
Beach Road in Glen Cove. This special 
presentation promises to be an inspir-
ing and moving tribute to one of  histo-
ry’s most enduring voices.

For more information and tickets, 
visit hmtcli.org

–Roksana Amid

Courtesy Glen Cove Senior Center

Gabrielle Whitehead, Marion Hahn and Barbara  Savinetti always enjoy their time 
when they visit the Glen Cove Senior Center.



By JUAN LASSO
jlasso@liherald.com

New York City’s congestion pricing 
program is back, with a revised pricing 
plan, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced on 
Nov. 14.  The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority board gave a near-unani-
mous green light to the updated toll pro-
gram this week. The decision effectively 
ends a roughly five-month pause the gov-
ernor abruptly announced in June, just 
weeks ahead of congestion pricing’s 
anticipated launch. 

At the time, Hochul raised concerns 
about the financial burden the program 
would create on motorists.

“As I said from the start, a $15 toll was 
just too high in this economic climate,” 
she said last week. “By getting congestion 
pricing underway and fully supporting 
the MTA capital plan, we’ll unclog our 
streets, reduce pollution, and deliver pub-
lic transit for millions of New Yorkers.”

How much will drivers pay? 
Originally, regular passenger vehicles 

traveling south of 60th Street in Manhat-
tan were to be charged $15 on top of the 
tolls already paid. That toll has now been 
reduced to a $9 charge, a 40 percent drop. 
The scale-back will save regular Manhat-
tan commuters $1,500 per year while, 
overall, the program will generate an 
estimated $15 billion in revenue for the 
transit agency.

While the rollout is set for January, 
the plan’s opponents, including the state 
of New Jersey and President-elect Don-
ald Trump, are looking to block its imple-
mentation in the courts. Experts note 
that shelving the tolling program alto-
gether would have left the MTA’s finan-
cial future in doubt. Because of the 

pause, the agency was already facing a 
gaping $500 million funding hole.

But some observers are scratching 
their heads over what they describe as 
the governor’s questionable calculus — 
promising to deliver all of the original 
estimated revenue despite charging only 
60 percent of the original toll.

“How does the MTA end up with $15 
billion with a $9 base toll?” transporta-
tion advocate Larry Penner said. “It pre-
viously required a $15 base toll to do the 
same. Who did the math?” 

Long Island grumbles over toll program 
Time and time again, transit leaders 

and supporters have said the tolling pro-
gram will steer transportation off city 
streets and onto public transit, making 
the streets more navigable for emergency 
vehicles, reduce emissions, and put the 
largest transit system in the country on 
firmer financial footing. 

“New Yorkers deserve cleaner air, 
safer streets and ambulances that can get 
to them without gridlock, and the gover-
nor is stepping up for them and for rid-
ers who need trains and buses to get 
them where they have to go…” MTA 
chairman and CEO Janno Lieber said.

Nevertheless, the program remains 
deeply unpopular with many on Long 
Island. Local leaders fear that a plan 
designed to ease congestion in Manhat-
tan streets could create more of it in 
Long Island Rail Road station parking 
lots. Critics also say that forking over an 
extra charge for doing business in the 
city will hurt the bottom line of Long 
Island trucking companies and trades 
workers. Large trucks and sightseeing 
buses are expected to pay an extra toll of 
roughly $22. Small trucks and non-com-
muter buses will be charged $14.40.

New congestion pricing plan reduces tolls

Herald file photo

Gov. Kathy Hochul’s revised congestion pricing plan lowers tolls for drivers but 
increases the pressure on the MTA to meet its funding goals.
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GIVE YOURSELF THE BEST GIFT EVER!!!

HEARING AIDS - SERVICE - REPAIRS

Friendly Reminder: Your FSA may be expiring shortly.
Don't let your FSA money go to waste - Invest in your hearing.

Susan Bressi Hamilton, Au.D., CCC
Audiologist

70 Glen Street, Suite 100 Glen Cove, NY 11542
Tel: 516-619-2451

www.easternaudiology.com

PERSONALIZED
TOTAL HEARING SOLUTIONS
TO MATCH LIFESTYLE NEEDS!

COMPLIMENTARY SCREENING
AND CONSULTATION
TO ADDRESS YOUR
HEARING NEEDS

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

NOMINATE AT RICHNERLIVE.COM/NOMINATE

Produced By

RichnerLIVE’s Fourth Annual R.E.A.L. Awards celebrates Long
Island real estate leaders excelling in their roles, blending

professional success with community contributions and advocacy.

01.29.25
12
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By KEPHERD DANIEL
kdaniel@liherald.com

For 35 years, Sacred Heart Academy in Hempstead 
has ushered in the holiday season with its produc-
tion of  The Nutcracker. This year is no exception, as 
the all-girls Catholic high school prepares to enchant 
audiences with a unique, student-led rendition of  the 
classic ballet. With the school celebrating its 75th 
anniversary, the performance is a testament to tradi-
tion, talent, and teamwork.

Sacred Heart Academy’s Nutcracker stands apart 
from other productions on Long Island. The students 
direct every aspect of  the show, from choreography 
to stage management. Rockville Centre resident 
Annie Melia, a 2008 alumna and director of  the pro-
duction for the past two years, takes pride in this dis-
tinctive approach.

Melia’s connection to The Nutcracker runs deep. 
She first performed in the production as an eight-
year-old and returned to Sacred Heart as director 
when the school needed someone to take the reins. 
While she has many responsibilities including volun-
teering her time at the Long Beach Humane Society 
in Island Park, she loves being a part of  the tradi-
tion.

“It’s become such a staple in the community each 
year,” Melia said. “We had one teacher who took it on 
because she didn’t want to see it die and it’s the same 
thing with me. I wear many hats and this isn’t my 
full-time job. I had some time last year and it can’t 
happen if  we don’t have someone here to run it and 
we can’t let it die. Of  course, I’ve gotten attached to 
the girls and so each year I come back to do it.”

The show’s rich history extends beyond the high 
schooler students performing this year. Younger 

dancers from Tap to Pointe Dance Center in Mal-
verne, where Melia herself  trained as a child, join 
the cast to play angels, which they have done for 30 
years.  One of  the earliest productions of  The Nut-
cracker on Long Island, Sacred Heart’s version tradi-
tionally debuts the weekend before Thanksgiving. 

“We have so many people who’ve come each year 
because they love for it to be the way that they kick 
off  the holiday season, especially with their kids,” 
Melia said. “We see alumni and parents returning 
year after year. The Sunday show is always sold out 
because everyone loves to bring their little ones.”

Each year, four students are selected to lead the 
production: two co-presidents, who play the iconic 
Sugar Plum Fairy and Snow Queen, and two vice 
presidents, who portray Clara and The Nutcracker.  

Preparation for The Nutcracker begins in early 
September, as students juggle daily rehearsals with 
their academic responsibilities. The dedication is 
evident in every detail, from the costumes to the 
transitions between scenes. Parents even provide 
meals during long evening rehearsals.

“It’s great to see how they build the production,” 
Melia said of  the students. “Although it’s the same 
music every year, they put their spin on it. We 
change the costumes a little bit every year. They have 
different roles every year and it’s exciting to see 
them reimagining everything each year.”

The annual production of  The Nutcracker Ballet 
takes place at Sacred Heart Academy in Hempstead 
on Nov. 22 and 23 at 7 p.m., and Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are available at sacredheartacademyli.org.

The Nutcracker opens up the holiday season

Courtesy Annie Melia

The 35th annual performance of Sacred Heart Academy’s The Nutcracker will take center stage this weekend. This 
student-led production features intricate choreography, dazzling costumes, and  holiday spirit.
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For more information on ways to give
visit www.islandharvest.org

$35SUPPORTS
A HOLIDAY MEAL
FOR A FAMILY IN NEED.

NOVEMBER 1  THRU  DECEMBER 30
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How To Make A Turkey
By Danielle Schwab & Tim Baker

Madison Sinclair, age 5, 
Oceanside

My mommy takes everything she 
needs to make a turkey like lettuce, 

mashed avocados, tomatoes, and 
carrots. You cut a hole at the top 

and stuff it in. We have to cut it and 
it will bleed like yuck!

James Brucia, age 5, 
North Massapequa

You bake it in the oven. My mom 
and dad go to the store and look 

for one with meat and bones — 
bigger than me! Then they bake 

it for one second. 

Evangeline Lynch, age 6, 
Malverne
You get the turkey from the store and the store gets it from 
the farm. You cut it up and throw it on the stove for one 
hour. My dad cuts the turkey into small pieces.

Peter Ferrante, age 6, 
Valley Stream
The turkey comes from the wild. You put six butters in the 
turkey and then a lemon to make it juicy and onions. My 
mom and nana put the turkey on the stove. We eat it with 
potatoes and marshmallows.

Luna Cappadora, age 5, 
Baldwin
I would go the store and I would make a list to know what 
ingredients I would need. But I don’t know so I would ask 
my mom. Then we put it somewhere, but I don’t know 
where. Then it gets cooked and it gets hard. My dad eats 
the most turkey!
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The Weight Band
The Weight Band — helmed by 
by Jim Weider, a 15-year former 
member of The Band, who replaced 
Robbie Robertson — pays tribute 
to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
ensemble’s timeless and enduring 
1968 album “Music from Big Pink,” 
on the Paramount stage. Named 
for the classic The Band song “The 
Weight,” The Weight showcases 
the album in its entirety, along with 
outtakes and other favorites by The 
Band. The concert also include cuts 
from their latest album “Shines 
Like Gold,” a dynamic set of 
classic Americana that draws upon 
roadhouse rock, funky swamp pop, 
blues, country soul, and folk music. 
Drummer Levon Helm urged Weider 
to launch The Weight Band in 2013, 
as a vehicle for carrying onThe 
Band’s musical legacy. 

Sunday, Nov. 24, 7 p.m. $45, $35, 
$30, $25. The Paramount, 370 
New York Ave., Huntington. Tickets 
available at ticketmaster.com or 
paramountny.com.

Songbird
Experience the sensational voice 
of Karine Hannah as she brings 
“Songbird: The Singular Tribute 
to Barbra Streisand” to life. 
Her musical palette and vocal 
capabilities are wide and varied, 
but her passion for singing and 
performing Streisand’s music has 
been her signature and staple since 
childhood. Accompanied by her 
band Water Colors she delivers 
Streisand’s hits with emotional 
depth and authenticity. From 
her humorous and bawdy on-
stage banter to her breathtaking 
renditions of timeless classics, 
Hannah’s tribute is more than just a 
concert; it’s a heartfelt celebration 
of Streisand’s enduring legacy. 
As Karine reimagines Streisand’s 
beloved songs, you’ll be transported 
through decades of unforgettable 
music, fi lled with the passion and 
artistry that have made Streisand a 
living legend.  

Saturday, Nov. 23, 8 p.m. $54. Tilles 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
LIU Post campus, 720 Northern 
Boulevard, Brookville. Tickets available 
at tillescenter.org or (516) 299-3100.

By Danielle Schwab

‘T is the season: so let’s get jolly! UBS Arena’s Northwell Park is just the place to do so — with 
a visit to the inaugural Great American Family Christmas Festival, now through Jan. 5.

 Great American Media is partnering with UBS Arena and the New York Islanders to bring 
Christmas joy to new heights at what is one of the largest experiential holiday festivals in the 
country, according to the creative team.
 It involves holiday movie world premieres, traditional Christmas tree lightings nightly, TikTok-
worthy holiday experiences throughout — an immersive experience for the entire family. Also 
meet the stars of Great American Christmas movies, weekends, along with fi lm screenings, Q&As, 
panels, and scheduled photo ops.
 “Over the past decade, my team and I have envisioned a Christmas festival that will attract 
people and offer fans a chance to meet the stars of our movies and immerse themselves in a one-
of-a-kind festive experience,” Great American Media President-CEO Bill Abbott says.
 With almost 100 Christmas movies produced, Great American’s Christmas franchise has 
warmed the hearts of audiences since its start in 2021. 
 “Our Christmas movies are all about an experience,” Abbott notes.
 The ‘experience’ has now evolved from the screen to a fully immersive event. 
 “You think about what you do as a family between Thanksgiving and Christmas, and there 
really isn’t a lot to do. So we wanted to create that experience — when you walk in, you smell, see 
and feel Christmas,” he explains. “It’s a dream come true on so many levels.”
 Visitors will fi nd an ideal winter wonderland fi lled with fi ve whimsical villages to explore, each 
offering numerous activities for all ages.
 Start your journey by walking through Candy Cane Lane’s red and white arches, where you can 
snap some stylish “efl ies” (Christmas selfi es!) to add to the family Christmas album. 
 Next, you might want to head over to Santa’s Craft Village, where you can create personalized 
decorations — wreaths, holly and ornaments — to ‘deck the halls.’ Or even craft a do-it-yourself 
gift for someone special.
 If you’re in the mood to skate, you don’t have to be on the Islanders to enjoy the rink at Frosty’s 
Frozen Skate. And when you need a break after gliding on the sparkling ice, cozy up at one of the 
fi re pits nearby to chase away the chill.
 The holidays always involve food, of course, and you’ll fi nd all sorts of treats at the Eat, Drink, 
and Be Merry Village. Indulge in such classics as hot chocolate, giant candy canes, and gooey 
s’mores with peppermint twists. The village also offers private rentals of VIP igloos and fi repits, by 
the way, creating an inviting atmosphere for corporate entertaining and socializing.
 Much like Rudolph’s red nose, Rudolph’s Main Stage is a bright beacon, where the festival 
“community” gathers. Sing along to Christmas carols at “Carol-oke” or cheer on participants 
in the Ugly Sweater Contest. To add even more merriment to your day, screenings of 18 new 
Christmas fi lms will be featured along with in-person meet-and-greets with many of the stars.
 Among the movies, don’t miss “Home Sweet Christmas,” premiering on Nov. 23.  It follows 
childhood friends — Sam and Sophie — who are brought back together by the unexpected 
shared ownership of a charming tree farm. 
 “This is a beautiful, sweet story. It’s about long-lost love that’s reconnected. It’s about second 

chances at life, and it’s 
about the magic and 
mystery of Christmas,” says 
Cameron Mathison, who 
stars as Sam.
      His co-star, Candace 
Cameron Bure is no 
stranger to Christmas fi lm 
magic either. 
      “It’s such a beautiful 
genre that I have been 
lucky enough to be a 
part of since it really took 
off,” Bure says.“People 
come to love these 

Christmas movies, and they tune in year after year. There’s 
something so comforting about them, and it’s a time you 
can gather with your family and just be together.”
 Guests can join the festivities with Bure and Mathison 
during opening weekend. Other star appearances include 
husband-and-wife duo Mario and Courtney Lopez. Be 
sure to check the website for a complete list of all special 
guests and their scheduled appearance.
 And, naturally, the holiday celebration wouldn’t be 
complete without a bright and beautiful Christmas tree 
lighting ceremony, when Candace Cameron Bure will help 
usher in the festive season at the fi rst lighting. 
  “For us, being involved in a project like this, and having 
the opportunity to put on something with partners who 
care so deeply is just fantastic,” Abbott says enthusiastically.
 “And in New York. There’s no place like Christmas in 
New York.”
 Whether you are going to take in the movies, meet 
the stars, or enjoy some family activities, the festival invites 
everyone to live their own Christmas story. 
 “What I’m most excited about is the essence of 
it. You’re almost in your own little version of a Great 
American Christmas movie,” Mathison adds.“You’re 
engulfed in Christmas.”
 And who knows? While there, perhaps you’ll fi nd your 
very own Christmas miracle.

  

•  Now through Jan. 5
•  Tickets start at $15, with 

varied ticket packages 
available

•  Go to greatamericanfamily
christmasfestival.com to 
purchase tickets and for more 
information

•  Northwell Park at UBS Arena, 
2400 Hempstead Turnpike, 
Elmont

CourtesyUBS Arena/Dennis DaSilva
Unwrap some holiday cheer and immerse yourself in the wonders of the season at UBS 
Arena’s festive extravaganza.

A very merry celebration at UBS Arena 
Explore Christmas magic with festive fi lms and seasonal wonders at the fi rst 
Great American Family Christmas Festival 

STEPPING OUT

Courtesy Great American Family
Screen a movie at the festival with the fi lm’s stars. 
“Home Sweet Christmas” kicks off the fi lm schedule 
with Cameron Mathison and Candace Cameron Bure.
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THE
Your Neighborhood

Turkey Trot 
The Glen Cove Education 
Foundation hosts its annual 
5K Turkey Trot fundraiser on 
Thanksgiving, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
at Glen Cove High School. Get your 
exercise before your Thanksgiving 
feast. Race day registration is 
8:30 a.m., 5K starts at 9:30 a.m. 
sharp. Register at events.elitefeats.
com/24glencove. Check out 
theglencoveeducationfoundation.
com/ to learn more about the 
Glen Cove Education Foundation. 
For questions, email gcef@
outlook.com or call (516) 801- 
theglencoveeducationfoundation.
com/ to learn more about the Glen 
Cove Education Foundation. For 
questions, email gcef@outlook.com 
or call (516) 801-8140.

THE
Your Neighborhood

Dark Star 
Orchestra
The Grateful 
Dead have been 
resurrected in 
the form of Dark 

Star Orchestra. The band brings 
its Fall tour to the Paramount 
stage, Friday and Saturday, Nov. 
29-30, t 8 p.m. Formed in 1997, 
this tribute band came up with 
the novel idea of recreating 
complete sets from The Grateful 
Dead’s gigantic list of concerts. 
They adapt their playing and 
sound depending on what era 
of Dead they’re tackling on the 
night, and while they slavishly 
recreate the sound of the band 
down to the minutest detail, they also embark on epic improvisations that would make their 
heroes proud. Performing to critical acclaim for over 3,100 shows, DSO continues the Grateful 
Dead live concert experience. Their shows are built off the Dead’s extensive catalog and the talent 
of these seven fine musicians. 
     On any given night, the band will perform a show based on a set list from the Dead’s 30 years 
of extensive touring or use their catalog to program a unique set list for the show. This allows 
fans both young and old to share in the experience. By recreating set lists from the past, and 
by developing their own sets of Dead songs, DSO offers a continually evolving artistic outlet 
within this musical canon. Honoring both the band and the fans, Dark Star Orchestra’s members 
seek out each era’s unique style and sound while simultaneously offering their own informed 
improvisations. DSO offers much more than the sound of the Grateful Dead, they truly encapsulate 
the energy and the experience. It’s about a sense of familiarity. It’s about a feeling that grabs 
listeners and takes over. It’s about that contagious energy — in short, it’s about the complete 
experience and consistent quality that fans enjoy. $99.50,  $69.50, $39.50. The Paramount, 370 
New York Ave., Huntington. Tickets available at ticketmaster.com or paramountny.com.

Nov.
29

Holiday Tales At The 
Hearth
Visit Sands Point Preserve’s 
Hempstead House and join 
in the holiday cheer, Sunday, 
dec. 8, 1-4 p.m. The family-
friendly event includes activities 
for all ages. Meet and take 
photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, enjoy jazz and holiday 
music with Port Jazz Project, 
along with seasonal crafts, 
Dreidel Corner, “nutty” holiday 
scavenger hunt, reading 
nook with holiday and winter 
stories, and puppet shows with 
Wonderspark Puppets at 2 and 
3 p.m. 127 Middle Neck Road. 
Admission is $40/car, members;
$45/car nonmembers, includes 
parking. For information, visit 
SandsPointPreserve Conservancy.
org or call (516) 571-7901.

HOW rocks Bayville
Rock the night away with the 
How band, at the free concert 
presented by Bayville Village 
Arts Council, Saturday, Nov. 
23. Enjoy rock ‘n roll tunes, 
along with special guests, at the 
Bayville Arts Center. 88 Bayville 
Ave.  For more information, visit 
ppecorino.com/BVAC-Events.
html or call (516) 628-1439.

Let’s Talk Turkey
Long Island Children’s Museum 
is gearing up for Thanksgiving, 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 1-4 p.m. As 
Thanksgiving is approaching, get 
ready by creating a colorful turkey, 
at the drop-in program. Take your 
terrific turkey home to adorn your 
Thanksgiving table. Long Island 
Children’s Museum, Museum 
Row, Garden City. Visit LICM.org 
or call (516) 224-5800 for more 
information.

Fuel Up before You Work out 
at the Big Kahuna Café

Fresh Fruit Smoothies 
and Fruit Cups
Wraps , Sandwiches, 
and Salads
Burgers, Quesadillas
Chicken Wings and
Tenders
Kids parties, 
Catering and Events

Located at Glen Head Racquetball Club
Big Kahuna Courtside cafe

95 Glen Head Road
Glen Head

516 234 9420

Sushi Cuisine

Good Food, Fresh Ingredients, 
Great Variety, and Courteous Service.

Dine in or take out and Experience the 
Fantastic Variety and Flavor at Hazuki Sushi

Mon to Thursday 11:30 am to 10 pm
Friday - Saturday 11:30 am to 11 pm

Ask Us 
about Delivery, 

Catering 
and Events.tel. 516-609-2828/2858

207 forest Ave Glen Cove

Gift Cards
Available:

The Perfect 
Present
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Having an event?
Items on The Scene page are listed free of charge. The Herald 
welcomes listings of upcoming events, community meetings  
and items of public interest. All submissions should include date, 
time and location of the event, cost, and a contact name and phone 
number. Submissions can be emailed to thescene@liherald.com.

Game Time
Drop by Bayville Free Library, Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m., for casual 
table games. Bring your own games or use games offered by the 
library such as; cards, Canasta, Mah Jongg, Scrabble, chess, checkers, 
backgammon, and jigsaw puzzles. No registration required. 34 School 
St. For more information, visit BayvilleFreeLibrary.org or call (516) 
628-2765.

On exhibit
Nassau County Museum of Art ‘s latest exhibition 
“Seeing Red: Renoir to Warhol,” reveals the many 
meanings, connotations, and associations of this 
powerful color in art. Evoking strong emotion, red can 
represent the human condition. Its myriad variations 
have come to signify authority as well as love, energy 
and beauty. Red warns us of peril and commands 
us to stop, but it can also indicate purity and good 
fortune. Red boldly represents political movements 
and religious identities. From the advent of our 
appreciation for this color in antiquity to its continued prominence in 
artistic and popular culture, this exhibition will span various world cultures 
through a range of media. 
     It features more than 70 artists, both established and emerging, 
ranging from the classical to the contemporary. American portraitists 
such as Gilbert Stuart imbued red in their stately paintings of prominent 
individuals to conjure authority. Robert Motherwell, Ad Reinhardt, and 
other major abstract painters displayed a deep fascination with red in their 
commanding compositions that evoke a sense of chromatic power. And, 
of course, Andy Warhol is known for his bold and imposing silkscreened 
portrait of Vladimir Lenin saturated in bright red to his signature 
Campbell’s Soup Cans. On view through Jan. 5. Nassau County Museum of 
Art, 1 Museum Dr., Roslyn Harbor. (516) 484-9337 or NassauMuseum.org.

Art explorations
Converse, collaborate and 
create at Family Saturdays 
at Nassau County Museum 
of Art. The drop-in program 
continues Saturday, Nov. 23, 
noon-3 p.m. Get inspired 
by the art and objects in 
the galleries and then join 
educators at the Manes 
Center to explore and 
discover different materials 
to create your own original 
artwork. 
     Kids and their adult 
partners connect while 
talking about and making 
art together. A new project 
is featured every week. $20 
adult, $10 child. Registration 
required. Nassau County 
Museum of Art, 1 Museum 
Dr., Roslyn Harbor. Visit 
NassauMuseum.org for more 
information and to register 
or call (516) 484-9337.

Tea time
The festive season is 
underway at Old Westbury 
Gardens. Enjoy a cream 
tea (featuring scones, 
Devonshire cream, assorted 
sweets, and tea), then a 
guided tour of decorated 
Westbury House, Tuesday, 
Dec. 3, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 1:30-3 p.m.;  
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 1:30-
3:30 p.m.; Thursday, Dec. 
5, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
and 1:30-3 p.m. $22.50 
per person. Advance 
registration suggested. Old 
Westbury Gardens, 71 Old 
Westbury Rd., Old Westbury. 
For information contact 
(516) 333-0048 or visit 
OldWestburyGardens.org.

Let’s Skate
Get ready to enjoy all 
the thrills of the snowy 
season, while staying warm 
and cozy as Long Island 
Children’s Museum’s popular 
“Snowflake Sock Skating rink 
returns, through Jan. 7. Slip 
on “sock skates” and take a 
spin on the indoor rink, made 
from a high-tech synthetic 
polymer surface that lets kids 
slide around without blades. 
     Kids can stretch, twirl 
and glide. As visitors step 
off the “ice” they can jump 
into winter dramatic play in 
Snowflake Village. Become 
a baker in the holiday sweet 
shop, step inside a giant 
snowman and serve up some 
hot cocoa, take a turn in 
the rink “ticket booth” and 
“warm up” around a rink 
side “fire pit.” Long Island 
Children’s Museum, Museum 
Row, Garden City. (516) 224-
5800 or LICM.org.

In concert
Plaza Theatricals’ welcomes everyone to a 
“Motown Holiday Dance Party,” Sunday, 
Dec. 8, 4 p.m. Celebrate the holidays in true 
Motown style. Enjoy a sensational afternoon 
of soulful tunes, joyful dancing, and nostalgic 
vibes at the electrifying concert. Get ready to 

groove, spread the festive cheer and make unforgettable memories. 
See the show at 700 Hempstead Tpke., Elmont. $40, $35 seniors. 
Elmont. For tickets, call (516) 599-6870 or visit PlazaTheatrical.com.



Inviting new space for arts is in the works
Moll said. “Any artist in the community who wants to 
use this space will be welcome.”

The project is a collaborative effort among Glen Cove 
city officials, business leaders and the property owner, 
Bruce Waller, of  GW Development, who agreed to a 
10-year lease after months of  negotiations. City Council-
woman Danielle Fugazy Scagliola, a downtown busi-
ness owner, played a key role in bringing it to fruition. 
“Making great things happen takes time, but it’s worth 
it,” Fugazy Scagliola said. “Chris and Bruce both share 
a vision for a better downtown Glen Cove, and they 
made some significant compromises to make this a real-
ity. I’m really excited to see a theater in our downtown. 
It’s a perfect business for our community.”

Ultimately, the theater aims to foster a sense of  pride 
and connection in the community. “My hope is that one 
day, my kids will say, ‘I want to live here. I love it here,’” 
Fugazy Scagliola said in a phone call. “That’s what I 
want the kids here to feel — this is a great place to live 
and raise a family. That’s really my mission.”

Jill Nossa, executive director of  the Glen Cove Down-
town Business Improvement District, highlighted the 
economic and cultural impact the th eater will have on 
the city. “Having a venue for live theater will transform 
downtown,” Nossa wrote in a release. “This will be a 
draw for people to come downtown and patronize our 
restaurants and shops. You can’t buy live theater on 
Amazon.”

The 9,000-square-foot storefront, which housed 
Charles Hardware for more than 60 years, will be com-
pletely reimagined, and the renovations will be com-
pleted in phases. Plans include removing drop ceilings 
and wood paneling to make way for a stage, a lobby and 
a bar. The theater will offer ample parking, and easy 
access to Glen Cove’s restaurants and shops, creating 

what Moll describes as a “regional destination.”
“I want people to come in, have dinner, see a show, 

and then maybe grab a glass of  wine or a beer at a local 
spot afterward,” Moll said. “It’s about making down-
town Glen Cove more of  a destination and creating an 
atmosphere that benefits both the theater and the busi-
nesses around it.”

The theater will be unique for the area, because the 
closest preforming arts center is in Port Washington. 
Many residents say they are thrilled about the theater’s 
potential. 

“What Christopher does really well is invite kids to 
participate where their interests are,” Carolyne Dil-
gard-Clark, whose children have participated in Jazz 
Hands, said. “One of  my children is more into the tech-

nical aspect of  production, and Christopher always had 
opportunities for him to work on lighting, sound and 
stage management. Now, having a physical space in 
Glen Cove means we can celebrate our young people 
and give them more opportunities to explore their inter-
ests.”

The theater will also cater to underserved communi-
ty members, with plans to offer free tickets to families 
through partnerships with local organizations like the 
Boys and Girls Club and the Youth Bureau. 

“We live in a community that has an underserved 
population,” Moll said. “I want to offer free tickets to 
families who might not have the resources to see a 
show. Maybe a child will say, ‘I want to do that,’ and we 
can bring them into Jazz Hands with a scholarship.”

The NSVT is already generating excitement with its 
plans to feature diverse programming. It will host 
everything from local productions to performances by 
outside groups, Moll said, including Ballet Nepantla, a 
contemporary Mexican folkloric dance company, and a 
children’s theater group that incorporates educational 
workshops. 

“We’re even planning to bring in a show that just 
closed Off-Broadway and was nominated for Drama 
Desk Awards,” Moll said. “This theater will be a hub for 
all kinds of  live performances.”

The enthusiasm notwithstanding, the project still 
faces financial hurdles. Moll has launched a fundrais-
ing campaign to raise $500,000 for the first phase of  ren-
ovations. “Even if  we have just chairs, a stage and four 
lights, we’ll make it happen,” he said. “But we do need 
the help of  our community.”

Donations can be made at nsvillagetheatre.com, and 
community support is encouraged to ensure that the 
theater becomes a thriving centerpiece for arts and cul-
ture in the region.

Continued from page 1

Courtesy Glen Cove BID

the long-vacant former Charles Hardware store will soon 
be transformed into a 150-seat community theater, 
under the direction of Christopher moll.
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BRUCE A. BLAKEMAN
NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE

SPECIAL EVENT ADMISSION: $15 ADULTS  |  $10 FOR SENIORS 62 +  |  $8 FOR CHILDREN 5-12 YEARS

NATIVE AMERICAN 
FALL FESTIVAL

Activities indoors & out — Rain or shine

• Experience natural clay & make pottery 
• Storytelling & History 
• Hands-on history activities 
 Fire-bow • Corn-grinding • Pump-drilling 
 Dugout Canoe Making • Spear-throwing
• Special Displays: 
 • Wood & Stone-working tools  
 • Clothing & adornments 
 • Dried Native foods, popcorn & sampling 
 • Medicinal & wild edible plants
• Campfire cooking & demonstrations

GARVIES POINT MUSEUM & PRESERVE
50 Barry Drive • Glen Cove • GarviesPointMuseum.com 

516-571-8010 • 516-571-8011

Co-sponsored by the 
Friends of Garvies 
Point Museum & 

Preserve

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD  

& SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH
10:00AM -4:00PM

Scavenger Hunts * 
Arts & Crafts

Snack & drink vending machines on site. Bring a bagged lunch and spend the day! Picnic tables available.

12
74

36
3

 When you want to experience 
a steak that delivers rich, juicy, 

exquisite flavor and unparalleled 
quality in every bite, you 
don’t want just any steak. 
You want Omaha Steaks.

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318CGW     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 77318. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available
for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/24.  |  24M6729  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9629  |  1.888.792.3598
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 77318CGW

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

THE BEST STEAKS 
OF YOUR LIFE OR 

YOUR MONEY BACK 

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

12
72

54
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT  
COUNTY OF NASSAU,  
U.S. BANK NATIONAL  
ASSOCIATION AS LEGAL  
TITLE TRUSTEE FOR  
TRUMAN 2016 SC6 TITLE  
TRUST, Plaintiff, vs.  
DAVID A. JOHNSON  
A/K/A DAVID JOHNSON,  
ET AL., Defendant(s).
Pursuant to an Order  
Confirming Referee  
Report and Judgment of  
Foreclosure and Sale duly  
entered on August 3, 

2023, I, the undersigned  
Referee will sell at public  
auction on the front steps  
on the north side of the  
Nassau County Supreme  
Court, 100 Supreme Court  
Drive, Mineola, NY 11501  
on December 3, 2024 at  
2:00 p.m., premises  
known as 111 Elm  
Avenue a/k/a 111 Elm  
Street, Glen Cove, NY  
11542. All that certain  
plot, piece or parcel of  
land, with the buildings  
and improvements  
thereon erected, situate, 

lying and being in the  
City of Glen Cove, County  
of Nassau and State of  
New York, Section 23,  
Block 71 and Lot 54 f/k/a  
Section 23 Block F and  
Lot 1742. Approximate  
amount of judgment is  
$368,589.13 plus interest  
and costs. Premises will  
be sold subject to  
provisions of filed  
Judgment Index  
#607335/2020. 
Brian J. Davis, Esq.,  
Referee
Friedman Vartolo LLP, 85  

Broad Street, Suite 501,  
New York, New York  
10004, Attorneys for  
Plaintiff
Firm File No.: 193350-1
149733

Public Notices
LGLE1
1121

PUBLIC AND
LEGAL NOTICES…

Printed in this publication 
can be found online. To 
search by publication name, 
go to:
www.newyorkpublicnotices.com 

TO PLACE AN AD 
CALL

516-569-4000 x 232

To Place A Notice Call 516-569-4000 x232
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Generations of  the nation’s veter-
ans have planted roots in Glen Cove, 
contributing to the city’s growth 
and vitality, from building Veterans 
of  Foreign Wars Post 347 after World 
War I to supporting local organiza-
tions. The Glen Cove Salutes pro-
gram, which honors local veterans, 
active-duty service members, and 
reservists, concluded its 2024 ban-
ner display at Morgan Memorial 
Park, with over 90 banners sold this 

year. On Saturday, veterans, along 
with their friends and families, 
gathered at the VFW Post to clean 
and prepare the banners for pickup, 
using cleaning supplies generously 
donated by Sorenson Lumber. The 
event provided a meaningful oppor-
tunity for neighbors and friends to 
reconnect and express gratitude to 
those who have served their country.

–Roksana Amid

Glen Cove Salutes hosts banner cleanup

Karen Bartolotto carefully cleaned and rolled up the veteran banner dedicated to James 
E. Donahue.

Courtesy GSM Communications

The Scarfo family, of Glen Cove, purchased banners in 2022 dedicated to their late brothers 
Joseph, John and Anthony Scarfo. The banners hung in Morgan Memorial Park. 

Courtesy Lydia Wen

Debbie Cantor proudly displayed her veteran banner for Joseph Cunningham.

Deputy Mayor 
Donna McNaughton 
carefully helped to 
roll up the banner 
for the Harlem 
Hellfighters, an 
African American 
regiment in World 
War I.

Roksana Amid/Herald photos
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AN AD CALL
516-569-4000 PRESS 5
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black
forest

Brian E. Pickering

auto
          works

20 Cottage Row, Glen Cove 676-8477

TO 
ADVERTISE 

ON THIS PAGE
PLEASE CALL  

516-569-4000 ext. 286   OR EMAIL  ereynolds@liherald.com
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free
estimates

Lic 54264-RE
All Work Guaranteed

Credit Cards Accepted

HAndymAn 
SERviCES

call dave davewireman.com
516-433-9473 (wire)
631-667-9473 (wire)
516-353-1118 (TeXT)

• Flat Tvs mounted • All Wires Hidden
• High definition Television Antennas installed
• Camera & Stereo Systems installed & Serviced
• Telephone Jacks, Cable Tv Extensions  

& Computer Wiring installed & Serviced
• Surround Sound / Sound Bars
• Commercial & Residential Repairs

wireman/cableman

Serviced

Veterans 
10% Off

12
74

06
7

1274047

Dr. Efrat Fridman, LCSW

Psychotherapist
Individual, Couple and Family Therapy

2 Pinetree Lane
Old Westbury, NY 11568 718-887-4400

12
75

71
2

1963

NORTH SHORE
TRANSPORTATION

516-627-6666

•  LOWEST PRICES
•  LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
•  LIRR SERVICES TO AND FROM 
    MANHASSET & PORT WASHINGTON STATIONS

 1
24

36
67

•  AIRPORT SERVICES (PICK-UP & DROP-OFF)
    ALL AIRPORTS - BLACK CARS

•  MULTI-LINGUAL DRIVERS
•  24 HOUR COURIER 
    & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

1261831

HERALD

Presented by

lichoiceawards.com

202320232023-2024
WINNER

12
71
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0

1274188

We Buy Antiques, Coins, 
Fine Art and Jewelry

Same Day Service
Free In-Home Evaluations
45 Year Family Business

Licensed and Bonded

www.syl-leeantiques.com
516-671-6464

Immediate Cash Paid

12
63

56
5 

   
 

Strong Arm ContraCting inC.
We Rip-Out or Remove Anything & Everything! 

We Clean It Up & Take It Away!
REsIdEnTIAl & COmmERCIAl

516-538-1125
strongarmcontractingli.com

FREE ESTIMATES & REASONABLE RATES

AAA CHEAP TREE

12
52

41
8

Fully Lic/Ins #H2083620000 

Removals • Pruning • Trimming 
Hazard Tree Identification & Storm Damage Prevention

Grading & Lawn Installations

ALL PHASES OF TREE WORK
The Best for Less! • Over 33 Years

Owner Operated by ISA Certified Arborist
FRee eSTImaTeS 631-254-0045

GuARAnTEED BEST PRICE!
aaaCheapTree.com • angieslist.com/review/243137

12
68

58
5

WE BUY & SELL GOLF CLUBS
Come in and trade your old

clubs for cash!!!clubs for cash!!!

ACTYVE GOLF
WAREHOUSE

Monday - Friday 11-6
Saturday and Sunday 11-4
750c Stewart Avenue 
Garden City, NY 11530

 516-779-4974

12
76

38
7



21
GLEN COVE HERALD — Novem

ber 21, 2024

D onald Trump’s overwhelming 
victory in the presidential 
contest marked the most 
astonishing comeback in 

American political history, and a dra-
matic realignment of  political coalition 
forces.

Only one previous president, Grover 
Cleveland, in the 
19th century, was 
re-elected after 
being defeated in 
a bid for a second 
consecutive term. 
And no president, 
of  course, has 
been elected after 
being indicted in 
state and federal 
courts, found 
guilty of  multiple 
felonies in one of  
those cases, and 
found liable in a 

number of  civil cases. Bottom line: 
There has never been a president like 
Donald Trump.

He has beaten the odds at every junc-
ture since making his famous descent 
down the Trump Tower escalator in 
2015. He was thought to have no chance 
to make it through the 2016 Republican 
presidential primaries, never mind win 
the nomination. And once he was the 

nominee, the main topic of  debate was 
how large his landslide defeat would be. 

Then, after his entirely unexpected 
election in 2016, he had to overcome a 
baseless but debilitating Russia collu-
sion investigation and two impeach-
ment trials. His refusal to 
accept his 2020 defeat, and 
his irresponsible delay in 
denouncing the Jan. 6 
criminal riot at the U.S. 
Capitol, were thought by 
friend and foe to have 
ended his political career.

Yet Trump re-emerged, 
a political Lazarus, and 
reclaimed by free and 
open balloting the highest 
office in the land and the 
most powerful position in 
the world. And it was a 
solid, overwhelming victory, consider-
ably more impressive than his 2016 
Electoral College win, in which he had 
razor-thin margins in key states, aided 
by votes siphoned from Hillary Clinton 
by third-party fringe candidates. In this 
year’s election he had solid vote mar-
gins in all of  the battleground states, 
and was the first Republican to win the 
popular vote since George W. Bush in 
2004. 

Here on Long Island, Trump won the 
popular vote in Nassau and Suffolk 

counties. The last Republican presiden-
tial nominee to do that was George 
H.W. Bush in 1988.

While I have had differences with 
the president-elect, I strongly support-
ed his candidacy this year, just as I sup-

ported so much of  his 
agenda when I was in Con-
gress during his first 
term. Despite the almost 
constant swirl of  contro-
versy around him for 
those four years, his sig-
nificant accomplishments 
included making the Unit-
ed States energy-indepen-
dent, crushing ISIS and its 
Islamist caliphate, keep-
ing us out of  foreign wars, 
preventing aggression by 
Russia and China, expand-

ing our economy, keeping inflation 
below 2 percent, making our southern 
border more secure than at any time in 
decades, and brokering the Abraham 
Accords with Israel and its Arab neigh-
bors. The Biden-Harris record was the 
opposite in almost every regard, as 
reflected in its unfavorable ratings, 
mired in the high 50s.

Trump also tapped into the alien-
ation felt by increasing numbers of  
Americans, who turned against pro-
gressive policies of  open borders, cash-

less bail, anti-police bias, defunding the 
police, high inflation and increased gas 
and grocery prices. This caused tradi-
tional allies such as the Teamsters, 
hardhat construction unions and grow-
ing numbers of  African-Americans and 
Hispanics to turn away from the Demo-
cratic leadership of  Joe Biden and 
Kamala Harris.

Donald Trump and I grew up in 
Queens at the same time. Though Sun-
nyside and Jamaica Estates were in 
very different social strata, Trump defi-
nitely has working-class attitudes, and 
speaks the language of  neighborhood 
families and values. As he prepares for 
his second term as president, he is 
uniquely positioned to restructure 
American politics and society to focus 
on greater empowerment for people 
who work hard, strive to live in safe 
communities and have endless belief  in 
America’s exceptionalism. They 
believe that it isn’t racist or biased to 
prevent illegal immigrants from cross-
ing our borders or to stand with the 
police. They are and will be integral 
allies of  the 47th president as he strives 
to make America even greater.

Peter King is a former congressman, and 
a former chair of  the House Committee 
on Homeland Security. Comments? 
pking@ liherald.com.

H e was 
the first 

Republican to 
win the popular 
vote on L.I. 
since 1988.

opinions
Trump makes the comeback of all comebacks

p resident-elect Donald Trump 
issued a number of  warnings 
during his successful cam-
paign to return to the White 

House. He talked about exacting retri-
bution against anyone who opposed 
him or had the temerity to alert the 
public about his positions. But the most 

significant state-
ment that should 
have been given a 
warning label 
was Trump’s 
pledge to give 
Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr. a signifi-
cant role in the 
nation’s health 
agencies. He is 
now Trump’s 
nominee to head 
the Department 
of  Health and 
Human Services.

As a general rule, winning candi-
dates have every right to reward sup-
porters with cabinet position, but the 
possibility of  giving RFK Jr. the 
authority to tell Americans what vac-
cines you can give your children or the 
medications you can give your elderly 
parents was not on the ballot this year.

Respected scientists across the 
nation have been warning the public 
for years about the numerous conspira-

cy theories that RFK Jr. has spread that 
inflame public opinion. At the height 
of  the coronavirus outbreak, then Pres-
ident Trump initiated Operation Warp 
Speed to make vaccines available for 
public use. At the same 
time, RFK Jr. was warning 
the public of  the dangers 
of  those vaccines.

An example of  his anti-
vaccine mistakes was the 
2019 measles outbreak on 
the island of  Samoa. In 
2018, two children had 
died from a vaccine 
mixup, and RFK Jr. met 
with leading Samoan anti-
vaxxers a few months 
before the outbreak, and 
they began to warn the 
public about the danger of  taking any 
measles vaccinations. Following that 
meeting, the measles vaccination rate 
dropped from 60 percent to 31 percent.

Afraid to take the vaccine, island 
residents reported 83 deaths from mea-
sles, many of  them young children. A 
year later, RFK Jr. labeled a leading 
Samoan anti-vaxxer a “medical free-
dom hero.” In spite of  that outbreak, 
which he denied being involved in, he 
has subsequently traveled around the 
United States insisting that vaccines 
are causing a “holocaust.”

I have crossed paths with Kennedy 

in the past. He was the chair of  River-
keeper, an environmental advocacy 
organization whose principal cause 
was its opposition to the Indian Point 
Energy Center, a nuclear-energy facili-

ty in Westchester County. 
Although he is an environ-
mental attorney, he is not 
a scientist. During the bat-
tle to shut the plant down, 
he made numerous unsup-
ported scientific claims 
about the facility, which 
were challenged frequent-
ly by its owners.

Because Kennedy has 
spread so many conspira-
cy theories, it is hard to 
pick his most outlandish 
claims. In 2006, in a Roll-

ing Stone interview, he said he was 
“convinced that fraud during the 2004 
presidential election allowed President 
George W. Bush to steal victory from 
Democrat John Kerry.” He asserted 
that Republicans had “mounted a mas-
sive, coordinated campaign to subvert 
the will of  the people” and ensure 
Bush’s re-election. He claimed that 
“350,000 voters in Ohio were prevented 
from casting their ballots,” which 
turned out to be a glitch in the 
machines that was corrected.

Another of  Kennedy’s conspiracy 
theories was his past insistence on the 

innocence of  his father’s murderer. On 
Dec. 8, 2021, Kennedy published an 
op-ed in the San Francisco Chronicle 
that claimed that Sirhan Sirhan was 
innocent and should be released from 
prison. On subsequent occasions, Ken-
nedy supported Sirhan’s release from 
prison despite the unanimous opposi-
tion from the Kennedy family, includ-
ing his mother, Ethel.

To give you an idea of  what could 
occur if  RFK Jr. is confirmed as secre-
tary of  HHS, it’s important to under-
stand the powers of  that cabinet posi-
tion. RFK Jr. would be in charge of  the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of  
Health.

It should be noted that Kennedy has 
never held any government position, 
and his main claim to fame is that he is 
a member of  a family that has been 
nothing less than a political dynasty. 
Hopefully, Congress will recognize the 
dangers of  giving him such a major 
role in Washington.

Jerry Kremer was an assemblyman for 
23 years, and chaired the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Committee for 12 years. 
He now heads Empire Government Strat-
egies, a business development and legis-
lative strategy firm. Comments about 
this column? jkremer@liherald.com.

T his 
promoter 

of conspiracies 
is the wrong 
choice for our 
health agencies.

Beware of RFK Jr. in D.C.

pETER  
KinG

JERRY  
KREMER



Herald editorial
Shop local Nov. 30 — and every day

Small Business Saturday is Nov. 
30. Created in 2010, this annual 
date is both a celebration and a 
promotion, dedicated to sup-

porting mom-and-pop businesses and 
encouraging consumers to shop locally. 
There are few more significant dates on 
the calendar to show your support of  
local enterprises, because whether it’s 
the central shopping area of  one of  
Long Island’s villages or the multitude 
of  strip malls that dot the Nassau and 
Suffolk County landscapes, small busi-
nesses are the backbone of  our commu-
nities.

They are more than just storefronts 
or online shops — they are deeply 
embedded in the fabric of  our towns. 
They are owned and operated by neigh-
bors, friends and families that have a 
vested interest in the well-being of  
their neighborhoods.

Yet despite the critical role they play 
in the local, regional and national econ-
omy, small businesses often struggle to 
compete against larger stores. As con-
sumers, we must recognize their impor-
tance and actively support them to 
ensure not only their survival, but 
their success.

Small businesses are significant 
drivers of  local economic activity, mak-
ing up 99.9 percent of  all U.S. business-
es and accounting for nearly half  of  the 
country’s workforce, according to the 
U.S. Small Business Administration. 

Approximately 50 percent of  our coun-
try’s gross domestic product is created 
by small businesses.

When you shop at a local boutique or 
dine at an independently owned restau-
rant, more of  your money stays in the 
community. Studies show that roughly 
67 cents of  every dollar spent at a small 
business remains in the local economy, 
and every dollar spent at a small busi-
ness creates an additional 50 cents of  
local economic activity. This “local 
multiplier effect” supports other busi-
nesses, schools, public services and 
infrastructure, creating a virtuous 
cycle of  economic growth.

Small businesses also bring diversity 
and innovation to the marketplace. 
Unlike big-box stores, which often rely 
on standardized products and services, 
small businesses can adapt quickly to 
the unique needs and preferences of  
community members. They can experi-
ment with new ideas, foster creativity 
and offer personalized customer ser-
vice that large chains simply cannot 
replicate. This adaptability not only 
benefits consumers but also encourages 
healthy competition, pushing more 
businesses to strive for excellence.

Small businesses enrich our lives by 
providing a sense of  identity and 
authenticity. Walk down the main 
street of  any village and you’ll find 
unique shops, eateries and services 
that reflect the culture, history and per-

sonality of  the area. These businesses 
distinguish one community from 
another, creating vibrant destinations 
where people want to live, work and 
visit.

Shopping at a local store instead of  a 
large retailer, ordering from a family-
owned restaurant, and posting positive 
reviews online are small but meaning-
ful ways to show support. Attending 
farmers markets, artisan fairs and 
community events also help small busi-
nesses. Voting for your favorite small 
business for a Herald Long Island 
Choice Award is another small gesture 
to acknowledge these shops; you can 
vote at LIChoiceAwards.com.

Local, state and federal government 
have and must continue to play a cru-
cial role in fostering an environment in 
which small businesses can succeed. 
Small businesses need more tax incen-
tives, affordable loan programs and 
streamlined regulations to alleviate the 
burdens their owners face, especially in 
light of  high property taxes, inflation 
and competition from online retailers. 
We hope our elected officials embrace 
creative solutions to ensure that Long 
Island’s local stores can thrive.

Supporting your favorite small busi-
ness doesn’t require a big effort — sim-
ple actions can have a profound impact. 
We urge you to shop at your local small 
businesses not only next Saturday, but 
every day of  the year.

letterS
Despairing? Avoid the 
‘cacophony’ of the internet.
To the Editor:

Re Herald columnists Scott M. Davis 
(“A call for tolerance amid the acrimo-
ny”) and Will Sheeline (“What comes 
next? How about our neglected unity?”) 
and letter writer Mireille Taub (“Not 
giving in to ‘our season of  despair’”) in 
last week’s issue:

For Mr. Davis, the first task is 
“tamping down the divisive rhetoric.” 
Mr. Sheeline notes the need “to heal the 
nation’s wounds,” and Ms. Taub feels 
“abandoned,” in need of  a “torch” to 
illuminate the path to civility. Those of  
us who agree must realize that an 
opposition exists who promote divisive 
rhetoric for fun and profit, and who 
benefit from our open wounds and pre-
fer treating them with salt rather than 
salve.

Among things to avoid are the 
cacophony of  X,  the empty “just 
askin’” stylists. Forgo the entertain-
ments of  online shouters and shills, for 
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Letters Framework by Tim Baker

LuminoCity’s Holiday Lights Festival in Eisenhower Park — East Meadow

their game is rant, not repair. Realize 
there is now an economic sector of  
agitprop “influencers” whose income 
stream derives from clicks, experi-
enced in the provocation of  internet 
duels, ad hominem insult and scare-
mongering. To respond is to feed the 
opposition. 

One example of  the opposition’s 
subtle damage is the new version of  
“Snow White,” with multi -racial 
dwarves. The ever-ready right-wing 
trolls howled over this blasphemy. One 
of  them, Benny Johnson, declared that 
it signified “a nation in decline.” John-
son gets clicks, and hopes that his 
“owning the libs” provokes many 
more. 

Don’t fall for it. Rather, discover 
and share more sober, solution- orient-
ed sources of  information, for that is 
the only “torch” available. Help carry 
it by supporting organizations that 
seek the path of  unity, provide the 
bandages and shun divisive rhetoric. 
A place to start: Make sure that all 
Americans can continue to share the 
simple childhood fantasy of  “Snow 
White” and its dwarves, without the 
trolls. 

BRiAn Kelly
Rockville Centre

Voting is easy in New 
York, but elsewhere?
To the editor:

i thought i lived in a democracy, 
where every voice is heard. When voting 
in new york state, no iD is required 
when you show up at the polls. if  for 
some reason you are asked for proof  of  
residency  — maybe you registered to 
vote and left out the number on your 
driver’s license — all you need to do is 
come back with a gas or electric bill with 
your name and address.

Quite a few states, however, require a 
photo iD when you vote. The most com-
mon way to comply would be with your 
driver’s license. Unfortunately, people 
with limited incomes may not have a car 
or be able to afford another form of  
photo iD. you also may need proof  of  
your birth date with a birth certificate. if  
you’ve lost or misplaced yours, you need 
to pay for a legal copy.

All of  these hurdles can be used to 
suppress voting in regions where the 
governing party would rather not have 
you vote. We should all be able to fulfill 
our democratic responsibility, and not 
have to jump through hoops to do it. 

JAy BlAcKMAn
East Meadow

opinions
Will the MTA ever be held accountable for its spending?

t he Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority has done it again, 
unveiling a staggering $68.4 bil-
lion capital Plan for 2025-2029, 

the largest in the agency’s financially 
turbulent history. But instead of  prom-
ising a brighter future for our transit 
system, this plan is nothing more than 
another costly disaster waiting to hap-
pen, and it will hit new york taxpayers 

the hardest. The 
MTA’s financial 
mismanagement 
has gone 
unchecked for far 
too long, and we 
can no longer 
afford to blindly 
trust its promises 
while it hemor-
rhages public 
funds.

even state 
comptroller 
Thomas P. Dinap-
oli — a Democrat 

— is sounding the alarm. He recently 
pointed out the glaring holes in the 
MTA’s financial planning, calling atten-
tion to the fact that it is still missing a 
massive $15 billion in funding for its 
2020-2024 capital Plan. And yet here we 
are, being asked to green-light another 
$68.4 billion in spending, with over $48 
billion not even having an identified 
funding source.

Knowing this for far too long, i intro-
duced Assembly Bill A.6906, which 

would finally put a stop to this reckless 
cycle. My bill calls for the repeal of  con-
gestion pricing, a deeply flawed policy 
that will unfairly burden long island-
ers and other suburban commuters 
while offering no real solutions for  traf-
fic congestion or ways to improve mass 
transit. Perhaps more crit-
ically, my bill demands a 
comprehensive, indepen-
dent forensic audit of  
MTA finances. you read 
that right. The agency is 
preparing to spend billions 
of  dollars without a single 
independent audit to 
assure the public that its 
money is being managed 
properly. That’s not just 
irresponsible — it’s dan-
gerous.

let’s be clear: the MTA 
is not a financially stable entity. Time 
and again it has proven to be a black 
hole for taxpayer dollars, with no mean-
ingful oversight or accountability. 
Dinapoli’s warning should be a wake-
up call for all of  us. The multi-billion-
dollar gap in the 2020-2024 capital Plan 
raises serious questions about which 
projects will be delayed or canceled. 
now the agency plans to spend an addi-
tional $68 billion. As recent reports 
reveal, expenses for basic infrastruc-
ture projects like subway elevator 
installations have ballooned to over 
$100 million, underscoring the MTA’s 
reckless spending. With these eye-pop-

ping budget figures, it’s clearer than 
ever that its finances demand a trans-
parent forensic audit. How much more 
taxpayer money are we willing to throw 
into the MTA’s bottomless pit before we 
demand answers?

While new york city enjoys taxpay-
er-subsidized transit ser-
vices, long islanders con-
tinue to suffer from under-
investment and neglect. 
The long island Rail 
Road’s Oyster Bay line, 
which serves communities 
in my district, has been 
grossly underfunded for 
years, leaving commuters 
with limited and unreli-
able options. Although the 
MTA has announced small 
improvements, like 
increasing the number of  

trains from Oyster Bay to Penn Station, 
they are nowhere near enough to 
address the broader issues of  inade-
quate service and disrepair.

Meanwhile, congestion pricing — a 
policy designed to fund the MTA by tax-
ing commuters — will disproportionate-
ly hurt suburban and working-class 
new yorkers, especially long islanders. 
it is unfair for us to bear the brunt of  
funding a system that prioritizes new 
york city’s needs while ignoring the 
needs of  the suburban communities 
that help pay for it. Despite pausing the 
program in response to concerns about 
the cost for commuters, Gov. Kathy 

Hochul now plans to reinstate it with a 
reduced toll of  $9. That would still 
unjustly burden long island and subur-
ban commuters, who already pay some 
of  the highest transit fees in the nation. 
A new toll — no matter the price — will 
only add to the cost-of-living crisis that 
so many new yorkers, especially those 
outside the city’s core, already face.

it is long past time for transparency 
at the MTA. My bill would bring that 
accountability by repealing congestion 
pricing and mandating an audit of  the 
MTA. This isn’t a radical idea — it’s 
basic fiscal responsibility. every dollar 
the MTA spends comes from hardwork-
ing taxpayers, and they deserve to know 
how their money is being spent. The 
MTA is asking for an unprecedented 
amount of  funding with no guarantee of  
how that money will be spent or wheth-
er it will actually improve the system. 
Albany Democrats are happy to sign off  
on runaway spending plans, but i refuse 
to stand by while the MTA digs itself  — 
and all of  us — deeper into debt.

it’s time to take a stand. i urge my 
colleagues in the Assembly and State 
Senate to join me in supporting my bill, 
and i call on the public to demand bet-
ter. We cannot afford to keep paying for 
the MTA’s mistakes. let’s repeal conges-
tion pricing, audit the MTA, and finally 
restore accountability to this critical 
institution.

Jake Blumencranz represents the 15th 
Assembly District.

Jake 
BLUmenCranZ

a bill I 
introduced 

would repeal 
congestion 
pricing and 
force an audit.
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Sea Cliff Office | 266 Sea Cliff Ave, Sea Cliff, NY | 516.759.6822

North Shore Office | 329 Glen Cove Ave, Sea Cliff, NY | 516.674.2000 | danielgale.com
Each office is independently owned and operated. 

Totally Renovated | Upper Brookville, NY
77 Linden Ln | MLS# 3586769 | $3,499,000

Debra Quinn Petkanas, c.516.359.3204 
Myla Borucke, c.516.641.7743

Garvies Point Penthouse With Terrace | Glen Cove, NY
100 Garvies Point Rd #1317 | MLS# 3588660 | $1,599,000

Debra Quinn Petkanas, c.516.359.3204 

The Knolls Gated Community | Glen Head, NY
82 The Glen | MLS# 3590304 | $949,000

Sandi Lefkowitz, c.516.816.3461

2-Rentals | Stunning Renovation | Sea Cliff, NY
7 Harriet #1 | 1 Bed, 1 Bath | $2,975/mo

7 Harriet #2 | 2 Bed, 2 Bath | $4,200/mo
Eileen Heimer, c.516.606.6077

Just Listed | North Shore Acres | Glen Head, NY
4 Beechwood Dr | MLS#3591229 | $2,150,000

Laura Algios, c.516.578.6750

Colonial | Great Location | Glen Head, NY
20 Waverly St | MLS# 3573937 | $1,299,000

John Langone, c.516.901.9116
Deana Langone Roper, c.516.369.3144

3-Bedroom Ranch on Spacious Lot | Glen Cove, NY
4 Clinton St | MLS# 3588356 | $729,000 

Kathy Wallach, c.516.353.4318

Sold | North Shore Acres | Glen Head, NY
10 Central Dr | MLS# 3573811 | LP: $2,250,000

Laura Algios, c.516.578.6750

Buildable 2.22-Acre Lot | Upper Brookville, NY
Linden Lane | MLS#3581058 | $1,745,000

Debra Quinn Petkanas, c.516.359.3204 
Myla Borucke, c.516.641.7743

Just Listed | Beach Across Street | Bayville, NY
3 Bayville Park Blvd | MLS# 3590139 | $645,000

Jennifer Woods, c.516.398.0888

Sold | Restored Colonial | Old Brookville, NY
365 Cedar Swamp Rd | MLS# 3549152 | $1,388,000

Barbara Sinenberg, c.516.650.2758

What’s Your Home Worth? 
Scan for an instant estimate. 

Mint Condition in Harbor View | Glen Head, NY
2 Mill Rd | MLS# 3573933 | $1,129,000

John Langone, c.516.901.9116
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